
Mission Statement 
To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 
Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 
children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 
Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 
Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  
Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 
two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 
the choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 
Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 
 

Reconciliation 
This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 
by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 
sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 
or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details. 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 
Welcome New Parishioners! 
We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 
Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances or 
register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming you to 
our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 
Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 
 frobrien@stmattpar.org 
Doug Peltak, Deacon 
 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 
Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 
 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 
Russ Morey, Deacon 
Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 
 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 
Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministry, Emerita  
 jmsweetums@aol.com  
Joyce Belliveau, Choir Director 
 jbbelle@comcast.net 
April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 
 alowe@stmattpar.org 
Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 
     ddoona@stmattpar.org  
James Cannava, Maintenance 
Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
St. Vincent dePaul Society  tel. no. 978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 The Lord’s Day 
      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  
  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 Liturgy of the Word for Children 
       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the    
 10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month      
 (October through April) 
 Weekday 
       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:  9: 00 a.m., Downstairs Chapel 
 Holy Day 
       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  
 Easter Sunday 
       9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255 Fax: 508-480-8801 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, November 9 

  Celebration of the Eucharist   

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 

  Marlborough Community Cupboard   

  Collection bins at church entrances  
  

Sunday, November 10 

 Celebration of the Eucharist—Mass of Remembrance  

          Church, 10:00 a.m. 

  Mass Of Remembrance Reception  

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

  Marlborough Community Cupboard   

  Collection bins at church entrances  

 

Monday, November 11 

 Parish Office Closed  

   Observance of Veteran’s Day  

 

Tuesday, November 12 

 Christmas Craft Meeting  

   Parish Hall, 10:00 a.m.  

 Our Father’s Table  

   New Hope Church, 204 Main Street, 4:00 p.m.  
 

Wednesday, November 13 

  Shawl Ministry  

     Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 

  

Thursday, November 14 

 Children’s Choir Rehearsal  

   Church, 6:00 p.m. 

 Choir Rehearsal  

   Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, November 16 

  Celebration of the Eucharist   

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 Adult Faith Formation Workshop I 

  Parish Hall, 5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m.  
   

Sunday, November 17 

 Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5 

  Classroom, 8:30 to 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

          Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Faith Formation Grade 9 — Confirmation I  

  Mass10:00 a.m./Downstairs Conference Rm. 11:15 — Noon  

 Coffee Social 

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

 Faith Formation Grades 6 through 8  

  Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m. — 7:15 p.m.  

 

Weekday Masses for the Week of  November 10 
 
 

           Weekday Mass  

          Monday, Tuesday and Friday 
 

      9:00 a.m. — Downstairs Conference Rm.   
  

For Mass updates, please check the website and voice 

message on the Parish Office phone 508-460-9255. 

St. Matthias Parish 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST MUSIC  

NOVEMBER 9 AND NOVEMBER 10 
 

Gathering Song    You Gather Us 

           Booklet # 1 
 

Preparation Rite    Shepherd Of My Heart   

     Hymnal # 624 
 

Communion     I Am The Bread Of Life   

           Hymnal # 822 
 

Recessional         We Shall Rise Again   

           Hymnal # 762 
 

    The Worship Booklet for Ordinary Time contains Mass 

responses as well as our musical selections. Please return 
the booklet to the book rack at the conclusion of Mass.  

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, November 9 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

George Kossuth — Memorial  
 

 Sunday, November 10 — 10:00 a.m. 
 

Donald Ackroyd — Memorial  
 

Saturday, November 16 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Jean Marie Peltak — Memorial  
 

 Sunday, November 17 — 10:00 a.m. 
 

Maureen O’Connell — Birthday Memorial  

 

Office Hours for the Week of November 10 
 

Tuesday and Thursday 
 

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 

Parish Office is closed on Wednesday and Friday 
 

Parish Office will be closed for  

Veteran’s Day Observance 

Monday, November 11  



Two Important Parish Gatherings 
 

As announced in last week’s bulletin, St. Matthias 

Parish will be offering two very important sessions in the 

life of our parish during this month of November.  The first 
session, part one of a three part Adult Faith Formation 

series, will be held this coming Saturday Evening, 

November 16, from 5PM – 7PM in the Church Hall.  
The topic will be how to negotiate change in our lives. Fr. 

Paul Soper, from the Archdiocesan Office of Pastoral 

Planning, will lead us through a discussion of the 
psychology and spirituality of change, laying the 

groundwork for later discussions on the specifics of the 

change coming when we become a Pastoral Collaborative 

with St. Michael. The evening will begin with wine, 
cheese, and hors d’oeuvres, followed by a presentation and 

discussion.  I encourage every parishioner to take part in 

this important gathering. 
The second important gathering will be a parish-wide 

meeting On Sunday November 24th from 1:30 PM – 

3:30 PM in the Church Hall.   
There will be brief presentation on the present state of 

our parish life, and the bulk of the meeting will be a 

presentation on what to expect as we move toward 

becoming a Pastoral Collaborative with St. Michael Parish, 
Hudson.  Parishioners will be afforded the chance to ask 

questions about the process of forming a Pastoral 

Collaborative and about parish life in general.  To that end, 
we have a bulletin insert upon which you may write your 

questions and concerns as we move forward. You are 

invited to take the insert home, write down your questions, 

and return it next weekend in the passing of the basket at 
Offertory time.  Having questions in advance will help us 

prepare for a thoughtful discussion at the meeting.  

Becoming a Pastoral Collaborative with St. Michael’s will 
affect every parishioner, so please mark your calendars 

now to attend this very important parish-wide meeting.  

 

Mass of Remembrance 
 

This Sunday, at the 10 AM Mass, we will celebrate 

the Eucharist for all those in our community who have 

died during the last twelve months.  In a special way we 
welcome family members and friends of the deceased.   As 

we are all one in the body of Christ, we walk with you 

share in the grief that you are experiencing as you adjust to 
life without a loved one by your side.  You are in the 

prayers of the parish, especially in this month of 

November, when the church reflects upon the fragility of 
life here on earth, and looks forward to the time that we 

will all be together again, at the banquet table in heaven.  

Let this Eucharistic Table remind us that our ultimate 

calling and true home is in heaven. 
After Mass we will continue our celebration of life 

with a reception in the church hall to which everyone is 

invited. 

2020 Grand Annual Campaign  
 

Our 2020 Grand Annual Campaign has officially 

begun!  Many thanks to parishioner and Parish Pastoral 
Council member, Katie Broach for kicking off the 

campaign at the masses last weekend. This year’s goal is 

$65 thousand dollars.  All money goes directly into our 
operating budget.   

Everything we do here at St. Matthias parish is 

dependent upon the generosity of parishioners.  There 
would be no Faith Formation, no community outreach, no 

celebrations of the Eucharist, no wonderful and dedicated 

staff members, without your support.  If you are on our 

mailing list, you will have received this year’s letter and 
pledge card.  For those not on our list, you will find 

packets in the pews and at the entrances of the church over 

the next weeks.  Please give what you can.  The life of our 
parish depends upon it! 

 

November 10, 2019                                         Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

FROM FATHER FRAN  

 

Weekly Financials—Weekly Goal:  $4,000 
 

Offertory Collection - November 2 and 3          $ 4,023.05 

     Of that amount WeShare donations      $   340.55 

Parishioners celebrating Mass November 2 and 3       332 
 

All Saints Day - November 1              $    385.00 

Parishioners celebrating Mass November 1        83 
  

 Special Collection—November  
 

   Parish Maintenance      November 9 and 10 

   Retired Sisters Religious   November 23 and 24   
       

Children’s Christmas Choir  
Calling all Choristers! 

 

 The St. Matthias Christmas Children’s Choir 

will begin rehearsing Thursday evenings beginning 

November 14 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the church (before 
adult choir at 7 p.m.). Children in grades 1 through 8 are 

welcome to join!  

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Readings for the Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

November 16 and 17 
 

    First Reading:      Malachi 3:19-20A 

Second Reading:      2 Thessalonians  3:7-12   

              Gospel:      Luke 21:5-9 



November 10, 2019                                          Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 FAITH FORMATION        

  

    Faith Formation gatherings will not be held Sunday, 
November 10. This is Veterans' Day remembrance and a 

three-day weekend. 
 

Faith Formation gatherings for Sunday, November 17 

are as follows: 
 

Grades 1-5    8:30 - 9:45 a.m. 
Grades 6-8    6:00 - 7:15 a.m. 
 

 Confirmation 1 (Grade 9)  Participation in 10:00 a.m. 

mass followed by coffee social and meeting Deacon 

Paul until noon. 
 

     Thank you to Jim Flanagan, Youth Minister at Holy 
Name Church, West Roxbury, for facilitating the 

Confirmation retreat for confirmation candidates last 

Sunday.  Our candidates will be confirmed Sunday, May 
24 at 10:00 a.m. 

Pray fo r the   

He al in g of  th e  s ic k  
 

 

Please Pray For…   
 

Richard Abraham, Donna Anastas, Conor Canavan, Carol 

Chatalian, Danielle and Melissa Chiasson, Steven 
Chiasson, Joseph Cox, Adelbert Cyr, The Del Raso Family, 

Fay DiNitto, W. Joseph Doyle, Kent Dudley, Stella Fettig, 

David Giugno, Hannah Gluck, Thomas Gluck, Russ 
Hokanson, Emma Johnston, Alice Kimball, Fr. Mike 

MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, Doreen Martin, Pat McNeil, 

Patrick Mauro, Maura McGuinness, Judy McManus, 

Michael Messom, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer 
Natoli, Mary and Bob O’Connor, Johnny Pellrine, Theresa 

Perry, Joan Russo, Kathleen Shine, Andrew Tivnan, Pedro 

Torres, Trunfio Family, Ronald Vaudreuil, AnnMarie 
Walters, Paul and Jenny Weibel. 
 

 Call the Parish Office add a loved one to the prayer list.   

November Book of 

Remembrance  
       

   In November the St. Matthias Parish  community 

honors the memory of our deceased family members, friends and 

parishioners with our Book of Remembrance. You are invited to 

inscribe the names of your deceased loved ones in this book 
throughout the month of November. 

     The Book of Remembrance is located in the church foyer 

along with a photo board. You are invited to place a photo of 
your deceased loved one on the photo board. Please write 

your name and phone number on the back of the photo so that 

it may be returned to you. 
     Donation in memory of deceased loved ones may be 

placed in the November All Souls envelopes found at the 

church entrances. The names of all those memorialized will 

be published in the parish bulletin in early December. 

OUR FATHER’S TABLE 
CHRISTMAS COLLECTION  

FOR GUESTS 
  

     St. Matthias' Our Father's Table ministry is hosting a 

collection of deodorant and combs for the annual 

Christmas dinner celebration at Our Father's 
Table.  Please consider donating one or more of these 

items no later than Sunday, November 17.  Collection 

baskets will be located at the church entrances beginning 
Saturday, November 2.  

    For more information, contact Sue Dolesh at 248-794-

3734 or email at daledolesh@gmail.com. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION WORKSHOP SERIES  
 

Saturday, November 16, 2019 — 5:00 P.M.  
 

     St. Matthias Parish will be hosting a series of workshops 

with timely topics as we journey through faith with one 

another.  The first topic:  Change Happens  

     Change Happens — The first of three gatherings will be 

held on Saturday, November 16 following 4:00 p.m. mass in 

the Parish Hall.  This program will be led by Fr. Soper from 
the Archdiocese of Boston.  The focus of the discussion will 

be about how to negotiate change in our lives and parish.  

 The Collaboration will bring some changes to us.  Father 

Paul Soper will lead us in discovering what change means to 
us as individuals and a community. what are positive or 

negative aspects of change?, Is it all right if we are afraid of 

change?, how can we rejoice in change?  The evening will 
begin with wine, cheese, and hors d’oeuvres, followed by a 

presentation and discussion.  

 Christmas Craft Meeting  

Tuesday, November 12, 2019  

10:00 a.m.  Parish Hall  
 

     Join the Craft Group to work on special Christmas Crafts 

for the upcoming Bazaar.  If you have made crafts at home for 
the bazaar,  you may deliver them at this gathering or at a 

future meeting.  

 Yard Sale — Follow Up  
 

     Thank you to everyone who participated in this year's yard 

sale. The net amount realized is $2,900.00.  A few pieces 
thought to  be of value will be taken to 

consignment shops for sale and through on-

line market eBay.  Any money gained from 
these sales will be added to our profit.  

   Thank you.  

mailto:daledolesh@gmail.com


    
 

  I find myself struggling to even 

begin writing, for it means  I must 

then confront and embrace, the reality 
that, the love of my life with whom 

I’ve had the privilege of sharing 53 + years of Christian 

marriage, is no longer physically present to me. 
     That being said, I can’t help but recall the famous words 

of the late Lou Gehrig who in the midst of his own 

darkness said, ‘I consider myself the luckiest man on the 
face of the earth.” I too, can say that not only because of 

my lived experience, as well as the gift of my birth family. 

I can say it because of my faith family and the manner in 

which, so many of you have walked this long painful 
journey with me. The love and support I have received has 

given me the strength to endure that which is unbearable. 

     Father Fran, my brother Deacon Paul, Terry, April, 
Darleen and Diane when she was still on staff, there are 

no words that can adequately express the gratitude I have 

for you. I can’t mention other individual names here. But, 
to all of you, the people of this faith community that Jean 

loved so deeply, my heart overflows with gratitude for all 

you have done. For the mass cards, gifts to the parish in 

Jean’s memory, dinners etc. and most of all for the gift of 
your presence, I humbly and gratefully thank you. To our 

parish choir your music at the wake as well as the funeral 

liturgy was angelic. To the Slattery Funeral home you 
made Jean so beautiful after what she had gone through. 

     When people come away from a funeral and say that 

was a real celebration, or beautiful and even spectacular 

one recognizes the power of our liturgy to express to 
express our gratitude to God and our faith in the gift of 

new life that Jesus has won for us. 

     So while my heart is shattered, over my loss, I am at 
peace knowing that terrible Alzheimer’s Dementia that 

rob’s it’s victims of their very dignity can never rob me of 

the love and life we shared. 

Christmas Bazaar Basket Request for Raffle  
       
     One of the highlights of the Christmas 
Bazaar is the Basket Raffle. Many creative  

and  beautiful baskets are donated each year 

and receive an enthusiastic response from  the 

attendees hoping to win. This year we would 
like to create one “supersized” basket and hope you will 

help. For the month of November donations for a basket 

filled with everyone’s favorite sweet – CHOCOLATE is 
requested! Anything chocolate (truffles, chocolate 

covered pretzels, bars of chocolate, chocolate sampler 

boxes, coco mix, etc.) are welcomed and appreciated. 
     Thank you to everyone who is making a basket on 

their own or as part of a ministry. If you would like to 

contribute to the “Supersized” basket  donation bins are 

located at the church entrances. Thank you in advance for 
your generosity.       Meagan McLean and Diane Balinski 

From Deacon Doug 


