
Mission Statement 
To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 
Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 
children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 
Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 
Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  
Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 
two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 
the choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 
Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 
 

Reconciliation 
This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 
by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 
sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 
or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details . 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 
Welcome New Parishioners! 
We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 
Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances or 
register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming you to 
our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 
Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 
 frobrien@stmattpar.org 
Doug Peltak, Deacon 
 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 
Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 
 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 
Russ Morey, Deacon 
Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 
 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 
Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministry, Emerita  
 jmsweetums@aol.com  
Joyce Belliveau, Choir Director 
 jbbelle@comcast.net 
April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 
 alowe@stmattpar.org 
Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 
     ddoona@stmattpar.org  
James Cannava, Maintenance 
Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
St. Vincent dePaul Society  tel. no. 978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 The Lord’s Day 
      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  
  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 Liturgy of the Word for Children 
       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the    
 10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month      
 (October through April) 
 Weekday 
       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:  9: 00 a.m., Downstairs Chapel 
 Holy Day 
       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  
 Easter Sunday 
       9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255 Fax: 508-480-8801 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, December 7 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 Marlborough Community Cupboard  

  Collection bins at church entrances 
 

   Sunday, December 8 

 Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5 

  Classroom, 8:30 to 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

          Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social 

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

 Faith Formation Grades 9 and 10   

  Mass at 10:00 a.m. followed by classroom instruction 

  with Deacon Paul until noon. 

 Marlborough Community Cupboard  

  Collection bins at church entrances 
 

Wednesday, December 11 

 Shawl Ministry   

    Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 
 

Thursday, December 12 

 Choir Rehearsal  

    Church, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, December 14 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 15 

 Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5 

  Classroom, 8:30 to 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

          Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social 

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

 Faith Formation Grades 6 through 8 

  Classroom, 6:00 to 7:15 p.m.  

 

Weekday Masses for the Week of  December 8 
 
 

 
 
 

Weekday Mass  

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 
 

9:00 a.m. — Downstairs Conference Room   
 

For Mass updates, please check the website and voice 

message on the Parish Office phone at 508-460-9255. 

St. Matthias Parish 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST MUSIC  

DECEMBER 7 AND DECEMBER 8 
 

Gathering Song     Your Saving Grace 

 Booklet # 1 
 

Preparation Rite      A Voice Cries Out   

 Booklet #  
 

Communion       Take And Eat 

 Hymnal # 812 
 

Recessional       Prepare The Way  

 Booklet  #  
 

    The Worship Booklet for the Advent Season contains 

Mass responses as well as our musical selections. Please 

return the booklet to the book rack at the conclusion of 

Mass.  

 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, December 7 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Edward Surprenant — Birthday Memorial  
 

 Sunday, December 8 — 10:00 a.m. 
  

Claire Skrzypzak — Memorial  
 

  

Saturday, December 14 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

 Paul D. Burke —  Memorial  
 

 Sunday, December 15 — 10:00 a.m. 
  

 Patricia Hewitt — 4th Anniversary Memorial  

 

Office Hours for the Week of December 8 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
 

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
  

Parish Office is closed on  

Wednesday and Friday. 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Readings for the Third Sunday of Advent  

December 14 and 15 
 

    First Reading:     Isaiah  35:1-6A,10  

Second Reading:     James 5:7-10 

              Gospel:    Matthew 11:2-11 



      ‘Tis the Season” 
 

 While it’s a season to deck the halls, it’s also a season to 

check for snow cancellations, and fight the annual battle 

against colds and the flu. Let me offer a few reminders about 

life in our parish as the winter season shifts into high gear. 

 When it snows on a weekday, and the Marlborough 

Schools are closed, the Parish Office will be closed and 

morning mass will be canceled. 

There may be some snowy mornings  when we will 

cancel Mass even though Marlborough schools are open.  

This will be due to conditions around the church. 

In all circumstances, a notice of cancellation will be 

found on the parish website, Facebook page, and phone 

system voicemail. Cancellations are usually posted by 8AM. 

If there are day and evening activities scheduled 

during a snowy period,  please check the website frequently 

to see if your activity is on or off. 

 In rare cases, we may have to cancel the Saturday 4 PM 

Mass or Sunday 10AM Mass. Look for word of those 

cancellations -  you guessed it -  on the website or on our 

voice mail. 

 If Sunday Faith Formation classes are cancelled, notice 

will be carried on our local TV stations as well as on our ‘in 

house’ parish resources. 

 Parking at St. Matthias is always challenging during the 

winter months, due to the mounds of snow piled up around 

the perimeter of the parking lot.  Our snow removal 

company does a pretty good job of packing the snow away, 

however please be cautious as you drive and move about the 

parking lot. And please remember not to park in front of the 

church. This is our only access area for emergency vehicles. 

 Now, let’s move on to colds and flu! Common sense tells 

us to refrain from taking the precious blood at communion 

time when we are ill.  Common sense also reminds us that 

we should refrain from shaking hands at the sign of peace 

when we are under the weather.  A reverent bow, or the 

simple phrase “peace be with you” conveys our connection 

to each other just as well as a handshake. 

  

     And, while we will miss your presence at Mass, it is 

better for you, and for us, that you stay at home when you 

are ill.  Trust me, God understands! 
  

Parish-wide Meeting 
 

 Since we’ve had early submission dates for the bulletin 

due to the Thanksgiving holiday, I haven’t been able to 

thank all those who attended our parish meeting a few 

weeks ago.  We had a substantial discussion about the 

hopes and fears of our becoming a Pastoral Collaborative 

with St. Michael Parish in Hudson.  Over the next few 

months, through articles in the bulletin and on our website, 

I hope to address many of the areas of concern parishioners 

voiced at our meeting. 

 A sincere word of thanks goes to Parish Pastoral 

Council member Katie Broach who facilitated our 

discussion.  Thanks also to the members of the PPC who 

prepared the hall and refreshments. And, most importantly, 

thank you to those parishioners who shared concerns, 

ideas, and questions concerning the Collaborative.  Your 

insights will help our parish staff and Parish Pastoral 

Council shape future presentations to the parish as we 

prepare to  become a Pastoral Collaborative with St. 

Michael’s in June of 2021. 
 

We say goodbye to Jim Cannava 
 

 As I mentioned back in August, Jim Cannava, our 

parish custodian for many years, is leaving us. As he is the 

primary caregiver for his elderly mother, it goes without 

saying that her increasing needs take priority over our 

custodial needs.  While we  had hoped to plan a Sunday 

coffee hour in his honor, Jim expressed that, given his 

mother’s condition, this wouldn’t work out.  So, in lieu of a 

formal goodbye,  and on behalf of the entire St. Matthias 

Parish family, thank you, Jim, for your dedication to our 

community. The work you have done to keep our plant 

sparkling clean and in good shape is much appreciated. We 

will keep you and your mother in our prayers. All God’s 

blessing for the years ahead! 
 

December 8, 2019                                                                    Second Sunday of Advent   

FROM FATHER FRAN  

Weekly Financials—Weekly Goal:  $4,000 
 

Offertory Collection - November 30/December 1  
 

  Due to the inclement weather the financial report for the 

weekend of November 30 and December 1 will be reported in 

next week’s bulletin.  
 

December Special Collections 
 

  Parish Maintenance     December 7 and 8 

   Clergy Retirement Fund     December 24 and 25 

 

Offertory Collection - November 23/24   $3,634.05  

     Of that amount WeShare donations         $   685.55  

     Deficit of $365.95 towards the weekly goal   
 

Retired Sisters Religious Collection     $1,794.00 
 

Parishioners celebrating Mass November 23/24          370  
 

 

 



December 8, 2019                                                                    Second Sunday of Advent   

 FAITH FORMATION        

  

 Faith Formation gatherings: Sunday, December 8  

           Grades 1-5      8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 

           Confirmation I and II  (Grade 9 and Grade 10) 

   Participants in these grades will attend 10:00 a.m. 

   mass followed by coffee social and meeting   

   until noon. 

     Faith Formation gatherings: Sunday, December 15 

  Grades 1-5 8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 

 Grades 6-8 6:00 – 7:15p.m. 

 

 

Faith Formation classes will resume on Sunday, January 

26, 2020 as follows:   

           Grades 1 through 5      8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 

           Confirmation I and II  (Grade 9 and Grade 10) 

   Participants in these grades will attend 10:00 a.m. 

   mass followed by coffee social and meeting   

   until noon. 

           Grades 6-8 6:00 – 7:15p.m. 

Pray for  the   

Heal ing  of  the  s ick  
 

Please Pray For…   
 

Richard Abraham, Donna Anastas, Conor Canavan, William 

Connors, Carol Chatalian, Danielle and Melissa Chiasson, 

Steven Chiasson, Joseph Cox, Adelbert Cyr, The Del Raso 

Family, Fay DiNitto, W. Joseph Doyle, Kent Dudley, Stella 

Fettig, David Giugno, Hannah Gluck, Thomas Gluck, Russ 

Hokanson, Emma Johnston, Alice Kimball, Fr. Mike 

MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, Doreen Martin, Pat McNeil, 

Patrick Mauro, Maura McGuinness, Judy McManus, Michael 

Messom, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer Natoli, 

Mary and Bob O’Connor, Johnny Pellrine, Theresa Perry, 

Joan Russo, Kathleen Shine, Andrew Tivnan, Pedro Torres, 

Trunfio Family, Ronald Vaudreuil, AnnMarie Walters, Paul 

and Jenny Weibel.    

Call the Parish Office add a loved one to the prayer list.   

Christmas Giving Tree  
 

     Through the generosity of many parishioners, 

Christmas joy is given to many Marlborough 

community children who need our help to make 

their Christmas brighter.  Once again the tags 

were quickly selected and the many gifts were returned to be 

sorted and delivered to many families in our community.   

 Thank you to the Fettig Family for taking the time to 

organize this community outreach project.  

      If you would like to help next year, please contact the 

Parish office. The Fettig family will help a new family with 

the preparations needed to organize the Giving Tree details 

for the next Christmas season.    

MARLBOROUGH COMMUNITY CUPBOARD 

       This weekend, December 7 and 8, collection bins will 

be available at the church entrances for food donations. 

With Christmas a few weeks away, many homes in the 

community are preparing for the holiday.  To make the 

holiday special, please donate to the Marlborough 

Community Cupboard to ensure everyone has a festive feast.  

Please consider buying two of each item on your shopping 

list, so the family in need enjoys a banquet  fit for our 

family.   Christmas goodies such as cookies, candy canes 

and other holiday items will be a real treat.  You may also 

drop off your donations at the Walker Building on Main 

Street.  Happy Holidays!  

HANDMAID OF THE LORD 

     The Gospel of Saint Luke presents us with Mary, a girl 

from Nazareth, a small town in Galilee, in the outskirts of the 

Roman Empire and on the outskirts of Israel. Yet the Lord’s 

gaze rested on her, on this little girl from that distant village, 

on the one he had chosen to be the Mother of his Son. 

     Our Lady never distanced herself from that love: 

throughout her life her whole being is a “yes” to that love, it 

is the “yes” to God. But that didn’t make life easy for her! 

When the angel calls her “full of grace” (Lk 1:28), she is 

“greatly troubled” for in her humility she feels she is nothing 

before God. 

     The angel consoles her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 

Jesus” (v. 30,31). This announcement troubles her even more 

because she was not yet married to Joseph; 

but the angel adds: “The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you…therefore the child to be 

born will be called holy, the Son of 

God” (v. 35). Mary listens, interiorly 

obeys, and responds: “Behold, I am the 

handmaid of the Lord; let it be done to me 

according to your word” (v.38).  

Pope Francis December 8, 2013  



2020 GRAND ANNUAL CAMPAIGN  

     Thank you to everyone who has pledged or given to the 

2020 Grand Annual Campaign.   
 

Grand Annuals numbers as of November 25.      
   

 Grand Annual Goal           $65,000  

 Total Received      $22,640  

 Total to Reach Goal    $42,360 

  
    To make your contribution, envelopes are 

located at the church entrance.  You may also 

give on-line through our WeShare program.   

 

Thank you for your support to the parish 

community.   

HIGHLIGHTED MINISTRY  OF THE WEEK  

Ushers and Greeters 

 As you enter Mass each week, you are 

welcomed by the Ushers and Greeters. Aside from 

being “Directors of First Impressions”, tasks 

include distributing the weekly bulletin, answering questions, 

and communicating special communion needs for the 

Eucharistic, such as a parishioner needing communion in their 

pew. Additional responsibilities include counting 

worshipers  in attendance, taking up the weekly collection, and 

securing the collection after Mass. If you would like to part of 

this team, please contact the parish office 508-460-9255. 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY 

FINANCIAL UPDATE  
 

    The St. Matthias conference recently submitted our 

annual report for our fiscal year 2019, October 1, 2018 to 

September 30, 2019.  Our conference has been able to help 

those in need in our community and also grow in our 

spirituality.  

     During the last year, 59 home visits were made to assist 

137 people in need in our community. We raised $23,418 

and spent $26,036 utilizing some funds left from 2018. Our 

balance at the end of the fiscal year 2019 was $6,039. The 

assistance provided was primarily for rent, utility payments, 

medical expenses and food. While we were able to provide 

monetary services, our members navigated through many 

channels of area organizations, other St. Vincent dePaul 

chapters and state aid offices to assist the folks in many 

other ways to enable our friends to be independent and 

solvent.  And hope to continue assisting wherever we can.  

     The conference has grown to 17 members.  However, we 

are always looking for people who want to help and grow in 

their spirituality.  

     We offer our sincere thanks to all those who have 

contributed to our success! Thank you for your financial 

donations, time and your prayers. Without you we could not 

continue our efforts to help those in need. 
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