
Mission Statement 
To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 
Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 
children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 
Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 
Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  
Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 
two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 
the choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 
Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 
 

Reconciliation 
This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 
by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 
sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 
or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details . 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 
Welcome New Parishioners! 
We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 
Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances or 
register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming you to 
our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 
Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 
 frobrien@stmattpar.org 
Doug Peltak, Deacon 
 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 
Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 
 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 
Russ Morey, Deacon 
Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 
 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 
Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministry, Emerita  
 jmsweetums@aol.com  
Joyce Belliveau, Choir Director 
 jbbelle@comcast.net 
April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 
 alowe@stmattpar.org 
Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 
     ddoona@stmattpar.org  
Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
St. Vincent dePaul Society  tel. no. 978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 The Lord’s Day 
      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  
  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 Liturgy of the Word for Children 
       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the    
 10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month      
 (October through April) 
 Weekday 
       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:  9: 00 a.m., Downstairs Chapel 
 Holy Day 
       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  
 Easter Sunday 
       9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255 Fax: 508-480-8801 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, December 14 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 15 

 Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5 

  Classroom, 8:30 to 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

          Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social 

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

 Faith Formation Grades 6 through 8 

  Classroom, 6:00 to 7:15 p.m.  
 

Wednesday, December 18 

 Rosary Recitation 

    Church, 6:00 p.m. 

 Shawl Ministry   

    Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 

 St. Vincent dePaul Meeting  

    Parish Hall, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, December 19 

 Children’s Choir Rehearsal  

    Church, 6:00 p.m. 

 Choir Rehearsal  

    Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 Bereavement Group  

    Downstairs Conference Room, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, December 21 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 22 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

          Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social 

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

 

Weekday Masses for the Week of  December 15 
 
 

 
 
 

Weekday Mass  

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 
 

9:00 a.m. — Downstairs Conference Room   
 

For Mass updates, please check the website and voice 

message on the Parish Office phone at 508-460-9255. 

St. Matthias Parish 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST MUSIC  

DECEMBER 14AND DECEMBER 15 
 

Gathering Song     Your Saving Grace 

 Booklet # 1 
 

Preparation Rite      Creator of the Stars at Night   

 Hymnal # 334 
 

Communion       Take And Eat This Bread 

 Hymnal # 839 
 

Recessional       Prepare The Way  

 Booklet  # 3 
 

    The Worship Booklet for the Advent Season contains 

Mass responses as well as our musical selections. Please 

return the booklet to the book rack at the conclusion of 

Mass.  

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, December 14 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

 Paul D. Burke —  Memorial  
 

 Sunday, December 15 — 10:00 a.m. 
  

 Patricia Hewitt — 4th Anniversary Memorial  
 

  

Saturday, December 21 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Robert J. Fischer and 

Lena Fischer —  Memorial  
 

 Sunday, December 22 — 10:00 a.m. 
  

 Mary Conroy, Joe Meany and Paul Meany — 

Anniversary Memorial  

 

Office Hours for the Week of 15 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
 

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
  

Parish Office is closed on  

Wednesday and Friday. 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Advent  

December 21 and 22 
 

    First Reading:     Isaiah  7:10-14  

Second Reading:     Romans 1:1-7 

              Gospel:    Matthew 1:18-24 



‘Tis the Season to Give Thanks 
 

   Many thanks to all who attended our Christmas 

Crafts Fair last weekend.  It was a great success! 

Special thanks goes to the many St. Matthias 

parishioners who spent countless hours making crafts, 

gift baskets, greens arrangements, baked goods, and 

tasty soups.  Your hard work was greatly appreciated! 

Many people commented during the week on how 

wonderful a day it was and how upbeat the atmosphere 

felt.  A number of the outside crafters mentioned how 

they especially enjoy displaying at our Fair because of 

the friendly people they meet here and the 

professionalism of our team.  Congratulations to our 

coordinators, Diane Peterson, Cindy Roberge and Terry 

Salafia and to the entire group of Santa’s Elves for 

another wonderful parish event. 

   Thank you to all who participated in our Advent 

Giving Tree project.  Your overwhelming generosity 

will help make Christmas a bit brighter for those 

families in our community who are in need.  Please keep 

them in your prayers, and please continue to support our 

local families by giving to our parish St. Vincent DePaul 

Society, and participating in our monthly rotation at Our 

Father’s Table.   

      For a number of years the Giving Tree Project has 

been coordinated by the Fettig family.  Thank you Rita, 

Bill, Ryan and Matt for generously giving of your time 

to this important work of our parish.   

     I know that the Fettigs would welcome some help in 

coordinating this project.  It’s never too early to think 

about next year! So, if you are interested in joining the 

Giving Tree Team let us know at the parish office and 

we will relate your interest to the Fettigs.  

  
      

 

     A while back I mentioned that one of the projects we 

needed to put on hold because of our budget constraints 

was the repairing of the kneelers in the church.  Well, 

parishioner Bob Mulvaney decided to take on part of the 

project himself. He has been securing and mending the 

worst offenders so that you can now rest assured that a 

kneeler won’t collapse on you during Mass.  Thanks 

Bob for helping keep us upright during Mass!  

     While Bob is handy at many things, replacement of 

the padding on worn kneelers will just have to wait, that 

is, unless there is an upholstery elf somewhere within 

our parish family?  

 

Grand Annual Update 

 
Our 2020 Grand Annual Collection is picking up 

steam!  However, we have a long road ahead of us as we 

look to reach, and hopefully exceed, our goal of $65,000 

dollars.  

That being said, the campaign received an incredible 

boost last week by a most generous donation of $10,000 

dollars from a family in our parish.  Anyone ready to 

match it? (I always say that no donation is too small, but 

no donation is too big either!) 

So far, we have received generous donations from 

64 families. (Last year’s campaign saw donations from 

113 families). If you haven’t participated yet, now is the 

time! Please prayerfully consider a donation. Thank you 

in advance for your continued generosity.   

 

 

December 15, 2019                                                                    Third Sunday of Advent 

FROM FATHER FRAN  

Weekly Financials—Weekly Goal:  $4,000 
 

Offertory Collection - Nov 30 / Dec 1    $3,829.05  

     Of that amount WeShare donations         $   432.55  

 Parishioners celebrating Mass Nov 30/Dec 1           364  
 

Offertory Collection - December 7 / 8    $3,347.55  

     Of that amount WeShare donations         $   422.55  

     Deficit of $652.45 towards the weekly goal   

Parish Maintenance          $1,912.00 

Parishioners celebrating Mass Dec 7 / 8                     337 

December Special Collections 
 

  Clergy Retirement Fund     December 24 and 25 

  

     During our upcoming Christmas Masses, our only 

collection will be to support the retirement, medical and 

financial needs of priests of the Archdiocese of Boston. On 

behalf of all of our priests, thank you in advance for your 

generosity. For more information, please visit 

www.clergyfunds.org  



December 15, 2019                                                                    Third Sunday of Advent 
 FAITH FORMATION        

  

 Faith Formation gatherings Sunday, December 15 

  Grades 1-5 8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 

 Grades 6-8 6:00 – 7:15p.m. 

Confirmation I — Grade 9 will not meet December 15.   

This meeting is moved to Saturday, February 1.  On that 

day our Grade 9 participants will join with St. Michael's 

Confirmation I for a retreat (9:00a.m.—3:00p.m. 

facilitated by youth leaders from LaSalette Shrine in 

Attleboro.  This retreat will be held at St. Matthias. 

 

Looking Ahead 

     Faith Formation gatherings Sunday, January 26, 2020  

           Grades 1 through 5      8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 

           Confirmation I and II  (Grade 9 and Grade 10) 

   Participants in these grades will attend 10:00 a.m. 

   mass followed by coffee social and meeting   

   until noon. 

           Grades 6-8 6:00 – 7:15p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for  the   

Heal ing  of  the  s ick  
 

Please Pray For…   
 

Richard Abraham, Donna Anastas, Conor Canavan, William 

Connors, Carol Chatalian, Danielle and Melissa Chiasson, 

Steven Chiasson, Joseph Cox, Adelbert Cyr, The Del Raso 

Family, Fay DiNitto, W. Joseph Doyle, Kent Dudley, Stella 

Fettig, David Giugno, Hannah Gluck, Thomas Gluck, Russ 

Hokanson, Emma Johnston, Alice Kimball, Fr. Mike 

MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, Doreen Martin, Pat McNeil, 

Patrick Mauro, Maura McGuinness, Judy McManus, Michael 

Messom, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer Natoli, 

Mary and Bob O’Connor, Johnny Pellrine, Theresa Perry, 

Joan Russo, Kathleen Shine, Andrew Tivnan, Pedro Torres, 

Trunfio Family, Ronald Vaudreuil, AnnMarie Walters, Paul 

and Jenny Weibel.    

Call the Parish Office add a loved one to the prayer list.   

     THANK YOU to everyone who 

supported this year’s Christmas 

Bazaar and Craft Fair.   

     It is gratifying to hear vendors and 

visitors from near and far say Saint 

Matthias is at the top of the list in 

quality and graciousness. Cindy 

Roberge and Diane Peterson led this 

event with their planning expertise and creativity. 

     The final tally of proceeds is not yet available, but, it 

is estimated to be close to $10,000.00.  

Recitation of the Rosary  
Wednesday, December 18  at 6:00 p.m.  

In the Church  
 

 As we prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus this 

Advent season,  let’s take time to praise and glorify our 

Blessed Mother Mary by praying the rosary.  Everyone is 

welcome to spend a contemplative half hour with one 

another in giving thanks to Mother Mary for her ‘yes” to 

God.  

 

       

2020 GRAND ANNUAL CAMPAIGN  

     Thank you to everyone who has pledged or given to the 

2020 Grand Annual Campaign.  

     We have reached beyond the halfway mark, reacing 66% 

of our Goal.  It is so inspiring to have the devotion of so 

many parishioners, giving so generously.  

 
 

Grand Annual numbers as of December 9:      
   

 Grand Annual Goal           $65,000  
  

      Total Received      $42.785  

 Total to Reach Goal    $22,215 
  

     Number of families contributing:    64 
     

 

 To make your contribution, envelopes are located at the 

church entrance. You may also give on-line through our 

WeShare program.   

    As the holidays approach, please keep this family parish in   

your prayers.    
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HIGHLIGHTED MINISTRY  OF THE WEEK  
Art and Environment Ministry 

 

“Dear Mother Earth, who day by day, Unfolds blessings  

on our way, The flow’rs and fruits that in thee grow,  

Let them his glory also show”   
  William H Draper 

 

    The Art and Environment Ministry helps to create a warm 

and inviting church atmosphere. Members of the ministry 

work together to plan flowers, plants and other materials to 

beautify church for the liturgical seasons, Holy 

Days, special occasions, and holidays - 

especially Christmas and Easter. Periodic 

maintenance of the Altar flowers and 

arrangements would be much appreciated.  No 

experience necessary.  Call the office to sign up 

or for further details.    

 

Tuesday, December 24th  
 

4:00 p.m. Celebration of the Eucharist 
With Christmas Choir Concert  

at 3:30 p.m. 
***** 

7:00 p.m. Celebration of the Eucharist  
 
 

Wednesday, December 25th 
 

10:00 a.m. Celebration of the Eucharist  

 

 

CHRISTMAS ENVIRONMENT  
       As we prepare for the Christmas 

Season, our Art and Environment 

Ministry is preparing to deck our Church 

halls in splendor for the coming Christmas 

shelter.  You are invited to help make this possible with a 

contribution towards Christmas flowers.  You will find 

special envelopes at the back of the church. Please include 

the names of those you wish to memorialize on the 

envelopes.  You may place the envelope in the weekly 

collection basket or return it to the parish office.  If you 

choose to donate via WeShare please be sure to send the 

memorial information to the parish office.  Thank you in 

advance for your generosity. 


