
Mission Statement 
To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 
Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 
children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 
Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 
Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  
Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 
two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 
the choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 
Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 
 

Reconciliation 
This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 
by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 
sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 
or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details . 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 
Welcome New Parishioners! 
We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 
Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances or 
register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming you to 
our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 
Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 
 frobrien@stmattpar.org 
Doug Peltak, Deacon 
 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 
Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 
 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 
Russ Morey, Deacon 
Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 
 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 
Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministry, Emerita  
 jmsweetums@aol.com  
Joyce Belliveau, Choir Director 
 jbbelle@comcast.net 
April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 
 alowe@stmattpar.org 
Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 
     ddoona@stmattpar.org  
Sinara Silva, Maintenance  
Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
St. Vincent dePaul Society  tel. no. 978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 The Lord’s Day 
      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  
  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 Liturgy of the Word for Children 
       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the    
 10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month      
 (October through April) 
 Weekday 
       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:  9: 00 a.m., Downstairs Chapel 
 Holy Day 
       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  
 Easter Sunday 
       9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255 Fax: 508-480-8801 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, January 18 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, January 19  

 Celebration of the Eucharist with Baptism  

          Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social  

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

 

Monday, January 20   

 Parish Office Closed  

  Observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 Our Father’s Table  

  2Hope Church, 204 Main Street, 4:00 p.m.  

 

Wednesday, January 22  

 Shawl Ministry  

  Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m.  

 

Thursday, January 23 

 Choir Rehearsal  

  Church, 7:00 p.m.   

 

Saturday, January 25 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

  Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, January 26  

 Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5 

  Classrooms, 8:30 to 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

          Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Faith Formation Grades 9 and 10 

  Mass 10:00 a.m./Downstairs Conf. Rm. 11:15 to Noon  

 Coffee Social 

  Parish Hall, following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  

 Faith Formation Grades 6 through 8  

  Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m. — 7:15 p.m.  

St. Matthias Parish 

 

Office Hours for the Week of January 19 
 

Tuesday and Thursday 
 

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

  
 

Parish Office will be closed 

Monday, January 20  

In observance of  

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  

Weekday Masses for the Week of  January 19 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

9:00 a.m. in the  

Downstairs Conference Room Chapel 

 For Mass updates, please check the website 

and voice message  

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, January 18 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

St. Matthias Parish Community  
 

 Sunday, January 19 — 10:00 a.m. 
  

St. Matthias Parish Community  
 

Saturday, January 25 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Christie Rembetsy — Memorial   
 

 Sunday, January 26 — 10:00 a.m. 
  

St. Matthias Parish Community  

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Please welcome into our faith community  

Maya Joyce Naton 

 Sunday, January 19 during the 10:00 a.m.  

Celebration of the Eucharist.   

Please keep Maya Joyce and her family in your prayers. 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST MUSIC  
 

    The Worship Booklet for Ordinary Time is located in 

the book rack in the pews.  This booklet contains Mass 

responses as well as our musical selections. At the end of 

Mass, please return the booklet to the book rack.   

  Thank you.  

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Readings for the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time   

January 25 and 26 
 

    First Reading:      Isaiah 8:23-9:3 

Second Reading:      1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17  

              Gospel:       Matthew 4:12-23  



A Change in the Liturgical Season 
  

It’s Back to Ordinary Time on the church calendar.  

The concept of time is marked in the church year 

beginning with the celebration of Easter, which occurs on 

the first Sunday after the first full moon following the 

spring equinox.  All the liturgical seasons – Advent, 

Christmas, Lent, Easter, and Ordinary Time, are shaped 

around this astronomical event. 

There are two periods of Ordinary Time in the church 

calendar: the time between the Feast of the Baptism of the 

Lord and Ash Wednesday, as well as the time after the 

Feast of Pentecost until the first Sunday in Advent.  

As you may have noticed, each season of the year has a 

special character to it, except for Ordinary Time. However, 

the term “Ordinary Time” shouldn’t suggest that there is 

nothing important going on, rather, it emphasizes that time 

is marked off by weeks, not seasons - today being the 2nd 

Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

During Ordinary Time our gospel readings at Mass are 

a more or less continuous reading of a particular 

evangelist.  This year we have the Gospel according to 

Matthew.  The first reading, usually from the Old 

Testament,  compliments the gospel in some way, while 

the second reading, usually from one of the letters of St. 

Paul, is independent in its thought.  

As in every liturgical season, the weekly scripture 

readings of Ordinary Time provide the material from 

which the priest or deacon constructs his homily.  It is 

always a challenge for a homilist to tie together the 

readings and what is going on in the world with the faith 

lives of the followers of Christ.  Some weeks the Holy 

Spirit gifts the homilist fairly easily.  Some weeks it’s 

blood, sweat, and tears.  

There are a few feasts that turn up in Ordinary Time.  

In two weeks we will celebrate the Feast of the 

Presentation of the Lord which always falls on February 

2nd. This year the feast happens to fall on a Sunday.   The 

Feast of the Presentation commemorates Jesus being 

brought as a child to the temple, according to the rites of 

his Jewish faith.  Occurring forty days after Christmas, it 

used to be seen as the end of the Christmas Season before 

the reformation of the church calendar with Vatican II.  It 

is also called Candlemas Day in honor of the solemn 

blessing of candles which occurs during the liturgy.   

Each change of season is also marked in our parish by 

a change in the musical settings of the recurring parts of 

the Mass, namely the Gloria, Gospel Acclamation, 

Eucharistic Prayer Acclamations, and Lamb of God.  They 

are part of what is called the “Ordinary” of the Mass, 

which is not to be confused with “Ordinary Time”.   

This winter, Ordinary Time will last until Wednesday 

February 26th when we will begin the season of Lent with 

Ash Wednesday. Extraordinary things can happen during 

Ordinary Time, so keep watching and listening for God’s 

call as we journey together through another year of grace.  

 

Where did the water go? 
 

 A number of folks have been asking why the holy water 

fonts are dry.  We have drained them as a precaution 

during the winter cold and flu season.  I’m sure viruses 

would be happy bathing in a tepid pool of water, just 

waiting to hitch a ride on the next devout Catholic. 

However, we are not giving the germs such a pleasure. So, 

thank you for understanding! 

 

Grand Annual Continues 
 

 We have some great stats for our Grand Annual 

Collection.  We are closing in on our goal of $65,000 

dollars.  Hitting the goal means that we will accomplish 

what was set forth in our FY 2020 operating budget.  

Exceeding the goal will mean that we will be able to 

increase the savings needed to accomplish a number of 

projects, including the repair of some church stairs and 

railings, and an update of our computer network.  

 Thank you to all who have contributed so far.  There is 

still time to get your donation in.  No gift is too small – or 

too large! 

January 19, 2020                                                         Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

FROM FATHER FRAN  

Weekly Financials—Weekly Goal:  $4,000 
 

Offertory Collection - January 11 and 12    $4,137.55 

     Of that amount WeShare donations           $1,082.55 

  Surplus of $137.55 — Thank you!  

 Parishioners celebrating Mass January 11 and 12   342 

Parish Maintenance - January 11 and 12    $2,085.00 

     Of that amount WeShare donations           $  140.00 
 

    January Special Collection  
 

        January 25 and 26 — Church in Latin America  

Special Collection — Church in Latin America  

 
     Next week’s second collection supports the Church in 

Latin America (CLA). The CLA provides support for 

pastoral projects in financially poorer dioceses in Latin 

America and the Caribbean. CLA funds catechetical and lay 

leadership programs, youth ministry, evangelization 

programs, and formation programs for religious, priests, and 

deacons. CLA is making it possible for the Catholic faithful 

in the Western hemisphere to help each other. Please visit 

www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/latin

-america/index.cfm for more information.  



January 19, 2020                                                         Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 FAITH FORMATION        

  

  
 

Faith Formation meetings resume Sunday, January 26, 2020  

 

           Grades 1 through 5      8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 
            

  Confirmation I and II  (Grade 9 and Grade 10) 

  Participants in these grades will attend 10:00 a.m.  mass 

   followed by coffee social and meeting until noon. 
 

           Grades 6-8 6:00 – 7:15p.m. 

 

Faith Formation Classes  

Super Bowl Sunday — February 2  

            Grades 1 through 5      8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 
            

  Confirmation II  (Grade 10) 

  Participants in these grades will attend 10:00 a.m.  mass 

   followed by coffee social and meeting until noon. 

Pray for  the   

Heal ing  of  the  s ick  
 

Please Pray For…   
 

Richard Abraham, Donna Anastas, Conor Canavan, William 

Connors, Carol Chatalian, Danielle and Melissa Chiasson, 

Steven Chiasson, Joseph Cox, Adelbert Cyr, Kent Dudley, 

Stella Fettig, Jason Fournier, David Giugno, Russ Hokanson, 

Emma Johnston, Alice Kimball, Daniel Lopes, Fr. Mike 

MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, Doreen Martin, Pat McNeil, 

Patrick Mauro, Maura McGuinness, Judy McManus, 

Michael Messom, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer 

Natoli, Mary and Bob O’Connor, Johnny Pellrine, Theresa 

Perry, Joan Russo, Kathleen Shine, Andrew Tivnan, Pedro 

Torres, Trunfio Family, Ronald Vaudreuil, Vanessa Viega, 

AnnMarie Walters, Paul and Jenny Weibel.    

Call the Parish Office add a loved one to the prayer list.   

END OF YEAR DONATION STATEMENTS  
 

     As another year comes to an end, we review 

our finances and look toward tax season! If 

you would like a copy of your end of year 

donation statement, please call or email April 

Lowe at 508-460-9255/alowe@stmattpar.org. 

Statements will not be automatically sent out to parishioners, 

but will be sent out upon request only. For those who donate 

to the parish through WeShare, you should receive a year-

end report from WeShare, but you may also request a report 

from St. Matthias as that information in included in our 

parish database.  
 

 Thank you for your generous 

contributions to support St. Matthias in 

2019.  

COLD AND FLU SEASON  
 

  During this year’s flu and cold season, for your health 

and the health of your fellow parishioners, please consider 

staying at home when you are ill. You can watch the current 

day’s Mass The Catholic Television Network, which also 

has a website and an app.  

If you do come to Mass while under the weather, you 

are asked to refrain from taking the precious blood at 

communion time. A simple bow of reverence to the cup as 

you pass by it would be very appropriate.  Common sense 

also reminds us that we should refrain from shaking hands 

at the sign of peace when under the weather.  A reverent 

bow, or the simple phrase “peace be with you” will convey 

our sharing in Christ’s peace.  Stay well.  

OUR FATHER’S TABLE  

MONDAY, JANUARY 20 — 4:00 P.M.  
 

PLEASE NOTE DAY / DATE CHANGE  
 

      St. Matthias Parish will host the upcoming Our Father’s 

Table at New Hope Church, 204 Main Street Marlborough 

on Monday, January 20 beginning at 4:00 p.m. Your help 

with serving, cooking or baking is greatly appreciated. This 

work provides an opportunity to serve our neighbors in the 

community.  

 Please be advised that the St. Matthias Parish hosting 

day has changed to the third Monday of every other 

month.   

     For details or to volunteer, please contact Sue Dolesh via 

e-mail:  daledolesh@gmail.com. 

ST. BERNADETTE SCHOOL — OPEN HOUSE  
 

     Please join St. Bernadette School on Sunday, January 

26 from 1 - 3 p.m. or Thursday, January 30 from 10 a.m. 

- 1 p.m. for its Open Houses. Take a tour of the school, 

speak with teachers, parents and administration, and learn 

about enrolling for the 2020-2021 school year.  St. 

Bernadette School is a PreK 3 - Grade 8 school committed to 

providing a challenging, quality education, which combines 

rigorous academic standards with a strong spiritual 

foundation. As a Catholic School, we welcome and are 

respectful of our diverse religious and cultural population. 

For more information, please visit www.stb-school.org or 

email admissions@stb-school.org.  St. Bernadette School is 

located at 266 Main Street (Rte. 20) in Northborough. 

http://www.stb-school.org


2020 GRAND ANNUAL CAMPAIGN  

     Thank you to everyone who has pledged or given to 

the 2020 Grand Annual Campaign. As of January 5 our  

Grand Annuals numbers are:     
   

   Grand Annual Goal           $65,000  

Total Received         $61,010  

Total to Reach Goal    $  3,990 

Families                107 
  

 To make your contribution, envelopes 

are located at the church entrance.  You may 

also give on-line through our WeShare 

program.  Thank you for your support of 

the parish community.   

WINTER WEATHER CANCELLATIONS FOR 

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH 
  

In all the following circumstances, a notice of 

cancellation will be found on the parish website, phone 

system voicemail, and Facebook page. 

  When it snows on a weekday, and the Marlborough 

Schools are closed, the Parish Office will be closed 

and morning Mass will be canceled. (Notice will be 

posted by 8AM.). There may be some snowy 

mornings  when we will cancel Mass even though 

Marlborough schools are open due to conditions on the 

church campus. (Notice will be posted by 8AM.) 

  If there are day and evening activities scheduled 

during a snowy period,  please check the website 

frequently to see if the event is canceled. For Sunday 

Faith Formation classes cancellation, a notice will be 

carried on our local TV stations as well as on our 

parish resources. 

  In rare cases, the Saturday 4PM Mass and/or Sunday 

10AM Mass may be cancelled. Look for word of 

those cancellations on the website and voice mail. 

HIGHLIGHTED MINISTRY  OF THE WEEK  

Coffee Social  
   

    After the 10:00 AM Sunday Mass, the 

parish community is invited to share in coffee 

and  conversation in the Parish Hall.   This is 

a time for the parish family to extend our 

Eucharistic Celebration in a social gathering. 

   This weekly event is hosted by parish volunteers who 

are typically scheduled once every 4 to 6 weeks.  The 

tasks include purchasing donuts and other breakfast food 

items. Set up coffee, tea and paper goods, then clean-up at 

the conclusion.  Start time 8:30/9:00 and ends around 

noon.  All monies used for purchases will be reimbursed.  

If you are interested in hosting,  please contact the parish 

office 508-460-9255.   
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