
Mission Statement 
To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 
Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community.  We offer classroom sessions for  
grade school children, a comprehensive Confirmation program, 
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 
Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 
Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  
Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 
two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 
the choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 
Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 
 

Reconciliation 
This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 
by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 
sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 
or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details . 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 
Welcome New Parishioners! 
We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 
Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances or 
register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming you to 
our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 
Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 
 frobrien@stmattpar.org 
Doug Peltak, Senior Deacon 
 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 
Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 
 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 
Russ Morey, Senior Deacon 
Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 
 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 
Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministry, Emerita  
 jmsweetums@aol.com  
Joyce Belliveau, Choir Director 
 jbbelle@comcast.net 
April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 
 alowe@stmattpar.org 
Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 
     ddoona@stmattpar.org  
Sinara Silva, Maintenance  
Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 
St. Vincent dePaul Society  tel. no. 978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 The Lord’s Day 
      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  
  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 Liturgy of the Word for Children 
       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the    
 10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month      
 (October through April) 
 Weekday 
       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:  9: 00 a.m., Downstairs Chapel 
 Holy Day 
       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  
 Easter Sunday 
       9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255   Website: stmattpar.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/stmattpar 

 



St. Matthias Parish 

 FAITH FORMATION  
 

  Faith Formation:  during these remaining days of Lent 

remember these three words: fast, pray and serve.  These 

special words will help us keep Lent as a holy time as we 

wait to celebrate the glorious Resurrection at Easter. 

    First Eucharist — May 3 Confirmation Candidate 

Recognition Dinner May 17 and Confirmation May 24  

remain on the calendar as of this date.  If there are any 

changes we will contact you. 

    Confirmation II preparation:  Remaining assignments have 

been emailed to each family and candidate. 

Confirmation I (Grade 9):  Complete the readings in The 

Gospel of Mark. 
 

     First Penance and First Eucharist candidates: Information 

has been emailed by your catechist, Mrs. Lowe.  If you have 

not picked up your final 2 lessons, please do so.  The lessons 

are labeled for your child in a box near the Parish Office 

door.  

     
  

St. Matthias Parish Office  
 

508-406-9255 

The parish voicemail is checked frequently. 

Please leave a message and someone  

will return your call.  
 

As of March 23, Governor Charlie Baker ordered all non-

essential businesses and organizations to close for at  

least two weeks. The St. Matthias parish office  

will comply with the Governor’s order and will remain 

closed until such time we are able to open.   

Weekly Financials—Weekly Goal:  $4,000 
 

 

Offertory Collection for March 29     
 

    WeShare donations:             $   685.00   

    Mail in checks:          $2,405.50  

             $3,090.50 
 

  February 2020 Budget Comparison 
 

       Income:  $   30,675.99 

       Expenses:          $   37,490.11* 

         Net:          $   -6,814.12  
 

*Includes winter season snow removal of $7,793 and 

$1,129.21 toward 2019 Catholic Appeal Assessment.  

 

Thank you for your continued support  

during these difficult times.   
     On Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion we 

commemorate in the first Gospel reading the triumphant 

arrival of Jesus into Jerusalem.   

     Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a young donkey to the 

praise and Hosannas of the townspeople.  They threw 

palms and small branches on the way in front of  Jesus as a 

sign of homage. This was a customary practice for people 

of great respect.  This occurred just days before he suffered 

a violent death on the cross.  

     In normal conditions when we are able to gather as 

community for Sunday Mass, we walk in procession 

around the church grounds with palm branches singing 

Hosanna in the Highest and we enter the church to 

continue Mass. 

    In the second Gospel reading for Palm Sunday we hear 

the long reading of the details of Jesus’ passion and death 

on the cross. We reflect with sadness that Jesus was judged 

wrongfully to die by the people of his time, and later 

suffered his violent death on the cross. 

    As Catholic Christians we find consolation in our Lord’s 

death as we reflect on the infinite love for us of both God 

the Father and Jesus the Son.  God sent his beloved Son to 

die for our sins and for the sins of all people.  Jesus in his 

love for us was obedient to the will of God the Father.  

    As our God come to earth as man, Jesus was both fully 

divine and fully human. In his love for us Jesus Christ 

humbled himself in his divinity to share in our humanity. 

As fully human Jesus Christ suffered through anxieties, 

unknowns, sadness, and betrayal by those close to him, the 

same things that we sometimes suffer through. These 

shared human experiences take on a special meaning for us 

now as we too are dealing the anxieties, unknowns, and 

sadness in dealing with the Corona virus. 

     As people of faith, we focus in all times on the ultimate 

love of our God for us shown on the cross.  This love is 

both a comfort and a challenge for us.  Comfort in knowing 

God’s love for us, and the challenge of bringing the loving 

ways of Christ to each other in all circumstances of life.  

We rise to new life all the time to carry on Christ’s work. 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION  
Reflection by Deacon Paul  

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES—CRS RICE BOWL  
faith.action.results. 

 

     Catholic Relief Services carries out the commitment of the 

Bishops of the United States to assist the poor and vulnerable 

overseas. This mission is met through contributions of the 

Rice Bowl collection.  Since we are unable to collect Rice 

Bowls at this time, we suggest counting the change and 

submitting a check to the church for the total amount 

collected. During these challenging times The Catholic Relief 

organization needs your support more than ever.  Checks may 

be made out to St. Matthias Parish. The parish will in turn 

submit a check to CRS.  Remember your spare change helps 

change the lives of others.  



Holy Week, Triduum and Easter 
 
 

I hope everyone is safe and doing okay in these 

challenging times. As I write this on Monday, March 30, 

Governor Baker has just announced that Massachusetts is 

predicted to have a surge in Covid 19 cases between April 

7th and 17th.   This of course encompasses Holy Week and 

Easter.  The most sacred days of our church year will be a 

celebrated in very different way this year! 

  We will do the best we can to bring you videos of our 

Mass for Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, the Good Friday 

service and Easter Vigil/Easter Sunday.  

The Vatican has issued guidelines for an abridged form of 

the Triduum without a congregation.  Omitted will be the 

washing of feet on Holy Thursday as well as the procession 

and transfer of the Eucharist.  Naturally, the Adoration of the 

Cross will be adapted on Good Friday.  The Easter Vigil will 

be without the lighting of the new fire.  However, the Paschal 

candle will still be lighted, and the beautiful prayer over it, the 

Exsultet will still be sung. So if you watch our celebrations and 

wonder why some things aren’t there, now you know!  

Speaking of watching our celebrations, let me remind 

you that they will be found on our parish webpage: 

stmattpar.org, our parish Facebook page: St. Matthias 

Parish, and on my personal Facebook page for the 
parish: FrFrancis O’Brien.  

One of our neighbors came by the other day and asked 

about the distribution of palms for Palm Sunday.  

Unfortunately we have a strict directive from Cardinal 

O’Malley that we are not to distribute palms in any fashion. 

This is of course for the safety of everyone.  
 

Financial Challenges 
 
 

We recently received communication from the Archdiocese 

of Boston that the Archdiocese is no longer in the financial 

position to give sustained assistance to parishes unable to make 

payroll or pay bills.  Many parishes will have to begin laying 

off employees over the next weeks and months. By the time 

you read this, our parish Finance Council will have met via the 

internet app Zoom to discuss our situation. 

I am so, so, grateful to all of you parishioners who have 

continued to contribute to our parish by sending in your weekly 

donations, either by mail or by online giving.  In the coming 

weeks and months your continued support will be absolutely 

crucial to sustaining our parish.  I think that it is a very real 

possibility, due to the current circumstances, that some parishes 

in the archdiocese may actually have to close.  I pray that we 

won’t be among them.  So, whatever you can give will, in a 

very real sense, help us to survive as a parish community. 

To that end, I can’t encourage parishioners enough to 

use our online donation system, WeShare. While I know that 

there are some who are skeptical about making donations 

online, this is the very best way for us to be able to count on 

a steady stream of income. You will find sign up 

instructions in another article in this bulletin. 

I am incredibly grateful that, though your generosity,  

our  Grand Annual Collection exceeded our goal by almost 

15,000 dollars. That extra money is a godsend during this 

uncertain time. 

I am also keenly aware, that as things develop, some 

parishioners may lose their jobs or be furloughed and not be 

able to contribute as they would like.  If you find yourself in 

such a situation, know that the prayers of our parish family 

are with you. Your greatest contribution to our parish is your 

gift of self and your continued prayers. 
 

Keeping in Touch 
 

Cardinal O’Malley requested on March 24th that all 

parish offices be closed until further notice. Our Office 

Manager April and our bookkeeper Darleen will be coming 

in a couple of hours a week to do the necessary work to keep 

the parish running.  The parish phone will be on voicemail 

for the foreseeable future. April will be picking up messages 

frequently.  If you would like to speak with me, please leave 

a message on my extension and not on the office extension.  

This time of quarantine and social isolation is a challenge 

for us all, especially for our seniors. Members of our staff 

have been calling our senior parishioners to see how they are 

doing and I have been checking in with those who are on 

social media via instant message, e mail, text, and Facebook. 

If you know of someone who might appreciate a call, or if 

you would like to talk with one of our staff members, please 

let me know via phone message or e mail.  One of our 

pastoral team would be more than happy to chat.  

For those living in Marlborough, if you or someone you 

know is in need of assistance, the city has set up a 

community hotline at 508-251-5622.  Please check the City 

of Marlborough website at marlborough-ma.gov for the 

latest information and other programs being offered. 
 

Why, O God? 
 

 There is no way we could ever make sense of what is 

going on right now.  We rely on our faith and trust in God 

even as we question how a good and loving God could let 

suffering occur on such a grand scale.  We are not the first 

generation to be puzzled by suffering.  Theologians and 

people of faith have struggled with this question since God 

made a covenant with Abraham so long ago.   

While we will never be able to understand why God 

allows pandemics, wars, and injustices to occur, our faith 

tells us that God doesn’t send us these things. God doesn’t 

want us to suffer, God wants us to live. As Pope Francis said 

just a few days ago “ with God, life never dies.”  It is the 

suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus that gives us 

proof of this.  While each of us experiences our own times 

of suffering here on earth, Jesus calls us to remember that 

something greater awaits us. Until that time, he asks us to 

love each other well, to heal the wounds we can, and walk 

with our hurting sisters and brothers.  We are all on this 

journey together. Let’s make the most of it by putting love, 

not fear, out there into the world.  

April 5, 2020                                                                 Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion  
FROM FATHER FRAN 



April 5, 2020                                                               Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion  

       Parishioners have asked, “How can I still support St. 

Matthias while Mass is suspended?” If you receive Offertory/

Collection envelopes, you are welcome to mail in donations 

(no cash please) in the envelope provided or drop envelopes 

off at the Parish Office during regular hours where someone 

may greet you at the door.  If you do not receive envelopes 

and would like to continue support at this time, please 

consider signing up for WeShare.   
     
Step 1:   Open the St. Matthias Parish Website:: tmattpar.org 

Step 2:   Click on “Give Online—Weshare” 

Step 3:   Click the “Login” button located in the top-right  

      corner of the site.     

Step 4:   Click on “Make a Donation” then recurring or one- 

      time Or “View Second  Collections” select from the list 

     of second collections. Input information requested.  

    Once you submit your first  payment and information, you 

will receive a log-in email, providing a temporary link to set 

up your password. Use the link in the email to complete your 

user account and establish a password.  
 

Step 5:  Set up donations by clicking any Make a donation 

   box or View Second Collections box.  
 

     Making a donation or payment is simple. Click on an 

individual collection. There will be two  options: 
 

     1) Recurring Donation or Payment  

 2) One-Time Donation or Payment. 
 

     Follow the guided steps online.  As always, please call the 

Parish Office for help (508) 460-9255. We can able to set 

you up with an account on WeShare, or process a one-time 

donation on your behalf.  

     I have  been a witness to historical events in my life. I can recall 

watching the Challenger explosion when I was in the first grade, 

but I only witnessed that.  I can recall watching the 9/11 coverage 

on TV, but I only witnessed that.  I can recall the Boston Marathon 

Bombing happening in the city, but I only witnessed that, and there 

are many more examples.  Now, for the first time, in the Great 

Pandemic of 2020, I am not a witness, but actually a part of it, 

living it.  We are under a stay-at-home order, work has changed, 

and I know people personally who have been infected and become 

sick.  In fact, the entire world is affected by it, is living it. 

Considering this, do we consider ourselves a witness to Christ’s 

Death and Resurrection or part of it, living it today? 

     If you pause for a moment, you will realize we are not a witness 

to the Death and Resurrection, but in fact are part of it, living it. 

How you might ask? In particular, when we participate in the 

Eucharist we are actively participating in the Death and 

Resurrection of Christ.  We only need to look at some of the 

participants in the Crucifixion story on Good Friday to learn how 

we participate.  At the beginning of the Gospel story we see Judas, 

the betrayer. Have we ever betrayed God?  We also see Peter who 

denies Christ three times. He is a believer who was afraid.  Have 

we ever betrayed God because we were afraid?  At the end of the 

Gospel we see the beloved disciple, John, who believed and was a 

witness to Christ.  Have we ever believed and been a witness to 

Christ?  I know for me; I have been all three of these characters in 

my life; I dare to say we all have.  It is an important part of our 

faith journey and we must know that Christ is with us. So, as we all 

participate in history with the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic currently, 

we must also realize that we are also participating in the Death and 

Resurrection of Christ.  We must remember, we are not alone, 

Christ is with us now and always.  He has Died, such that he will 

be Risen! 

GOOD FRIDAY  

WITNESS TO HISTORY, BUT NOT USUALLY PART OF IT  
Reflection by Jared Auclair  

HOLY THURSDAY  
 Reflection by Senior Deacon Russ 

      

     This is Holy Thursday, the opening session of the 

Triduum; a series of Liturgies which span three days 

and leave us at the threshold of the Easter Vigil or at 

Easter Sunday morning’s Liturgy. In the Eucharist, we 

remember the Last Supper which became a central 

aspect of our faith. On the evening when Jesus ate the 

final meal with his disciples before entering into His 

passion, He demonstrated the connection between this 

meal and the primary action of the church: Service: the 

giving of ones whole self for the sake of the other. 

     Before He ate with them, we are told in this 

evening’s Gospel, that He washed each of their feet, an 

act normally left to a servant, as a sign of just how 

deeply he loved each one of them. As He returned to 

the table, Jesus said, “Do you understand what I just 

did for you? …then you must wash each other’s 

feet.” By these words, Jesus tied the action of service 

of others to the Eucharist. When we receive the 

Eucharist, we are called to remember how much Jesus 

loved His disciples (and loves us as well), to recognize 

that He paid the ultimate price (His Life)  for all our 

sins, and that we are charged to serve others with our 

lives (conveniently or not). That can include saying 

“Hi!” to someone on the  street to assuage feelings of 

loneliness as well as helping out with food or other 

material goods so others’ physical pains are not so 

acute. There is always something for each of us to do. 

     Let us resolve to reflect on this lesson which Jesus 

gave to His disciples and see how it applies to each of 

us. Let us find ways to pass it on to others by living it 

boldly and lovingly.  Safe Journey! 

WESHARE—SIGN UP TODAY  



EASTER FLOWERS 
        

     Although this challenging time prevents us 

from gathering for Easter masses, the Art and 

Environment ministry still has plans to 

enhance the beauty of our church for when we are able to 

worship together once again.   With your contribution towards 

the cost of the flowers that mission will be realized.  

Contributions may be made in honor of a deceased loved one 

or other special intention. Donations may be made on-line via 

WeShare or mailed to the parish office.    

Easter Blessings to all.  
 

In Memory of: 

Tom & Betty Arnott 
Johnny Arnott 
James Babcock 

Carol & Ed Baduski 
Emma Bastarache 
Leonard & Laura 

Bucher 
Betty & Harry Bucher 
Frank & Leah Calore 

Irene Chevrette 
The Consolian Family 

Irene Cote 
Adrien Cote 
Ronald Cote 

William F. Curley 
Helen, Joseph & Jordan 

DeDeo   
Peg Daigle 

George DeBeaucourt, Sr. 
Bill Deveaux 

Mark Desveaux 
Mary & George Deibel 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew F. 

Deibel 

Eugene Doiron 
The Dolan &  Ferrara 

Families 
Michael J. Fallon 
Emilienne Fallon 
Edward J. Fallon 

Joe Fraine 
Richer Galvin 
George Gazza 

Margaret Gazza 
Raymond G.  
St. Germain 

Rhea M. St. Germain 
Gougeon, Boyer & 

Thomasino Families 
Kathryn A. Graham 

James Hankins 
Eileen Hankins 
The Hill Family 
Julia Jurkiewicz 

Dot Hall 
The Landers Family 
The Laspada Family 

Evan Lund 

Alice Lund 
Mary & Antonio 

Masciarelli  
Mary McDonald 

Montgomery Family 
Jean Peltak 

Matt Pendergast 
Elenor Pendergast 
Bobby Pendergast 

Paul Richard 
Mr & Mrs. Timothy J. 

Sheehan 
Arnold B. Thomas 

Alphonsine E. Thomas 
Mary Varcasia 
Louis Varcasia 

 

In honor of: 
The Forte Family 

The Deb Robichaud 
Family  

 

 

Pray for  the   

Heal ing  of  the  s ick  
 

Please Pray For…   
 

Richard Abraham, Donna Anastas, Conor Canavan, 

William Connors, Carol Chatalian, Danielle and Melissa 

Chiasson, Steven Chiasson, Joseph Cox, Adelbert Cyr, 

Kent Dudley, Stella Fettig, Jason Fournier, David 

Giugno, Dicky Guild, Russ Hokanson, Debbie Jennings, 

Emma Johnston, Alice Kimball, Daniel Lopes, Fr. Mike 

MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, Doreen Martin, Pat McNeil, 

Patrick Mauro, Maura McGuinness, Judy McManus, 

Marlene Mele, Michael Messom, Theresa Morrill, 

Deborah Natoli, Jennifer Natoli, Mary and Bob 

O’Connor, Johnny Pellrine, Theresa Perry, Jennifer Reis, 

Andrew Tivnan, Pedro Torres, Trunfio Family, Ronald 

Vaudreuil, Vanessa Viega, AnnMarie Walters, Paul and 

Jenny Weibel, and Bobby Whelan. 


