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St. Matthias Parish 

 FAITH FORMATION  
 

  To our St. Matthias Family: Joyous Easter greetings 

from the Faith Formation children, families and 

catechists.  Our prayer to you: 

 

May the glory and the promise 

     of this joyous time of year 

     bring peace and happiness to you 

     and those you hold dear. 

 

And may Christ 

     Our Risen Savior, 

     always be there by your side 

     to bless you most abundantly 

     and be your loving guide. 

 
Author unknown/online Jesuit resource.org  

St. Matthias Parish Office  
 

508-406-9255 

The parish voicemail is checked frequently. 

Please leave a message and someone  

will return your call.  
 

As of March 23, Governor Charlie Baker ordered all non

-essential businesses and organizations to close for at  

least two weeks. The St. Matthias parish office  

will comply with the Governor’s order and will remain 

closed until such time we are able to open.   

Weekly Financials—Weekly Goal:  $4,000 
 

Offertory Collection for April 5     
 

    WeShare donations:             $   726.09 

     Mail in checks:          $   781.00  

             $1,507.09 
 

Grand Annual as of April 6  
    

     124 Families Contributed     $73,785.00  
 

March 2020 Budget Comparison 
 

     Expenses:          $  31,277.82  

      Income:    $  23,133.42 

     Net:                    $   -8,144.40 
 

Thank you for your continued support  

during these difficult times.   

Pray for  the   

Heal ing  of  the  s ick  
 

Please Pray For…   
 

Richard Abraham, Donna Anastas, Conor Canavan, 

William Connors, Carol Chatalian, Danielle and Melissa 

Chiasson, Steven Chiasson, Joseph Cox, Adelbert Cyr, 

Kent Dudley, Stella Fettig, Jason Fournier, David 

Giugno, Dicky Guild, Russ Hokanson, Debbie Jennings, 

Emma Johnston, Alice Kimball, Daniel Lopes, Fr. Mike 

MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, Doreen Martin, Pat McNeil, 

Patrick Mauro, Maura McGuinness, Judy McManus, 

Marlene Mele, Michael Messom, Theresa Morrill, 

Deborah Natoli, Jennifer Natoli, Mary and Bob 

O’Connor, Johnny Pellrine, Theresa Perry, Jennifer Reis, 

Andrew Tivnan, Pedro Torres, Trunfio Family, Ronald 

Vaudreuil, Vanessa Viega, AnnMarie Walters, Paul and 

Jenny Weibel, and Bobby Whelan. 

       The St. Matthias parish appreciates your continued  support 

while the Celebrations of the Eucharist are suspended.  If you 

receive Offertory/Collection envelopes, you are welcome to mail 

in donations (no cash please) in the envelope provided. If you do 

not receive envelopes and would like to support the parish, please 

consider signing up for WeShare.   
     

Step 1:   Open the St. Matthias Parish Website:: tmattpar.org 

Step 2:   Click on “Give Online—Weshare” 

Step 3:   Click the “Login” button located in the top-right   

          corner of the site.     

Step 4:  Click on “Make a Donation” then recurring or one-time Or 

“View Second  Collections” select from the list of second 

collections. Input information requested. Upon submission of 

your first payment, you will receive a log-in email with a 

temporary link to set up your password. Use the link in the 

email to complete your user account and establish a password.  
 

Step 5:  Set up donations by clicking any Make a donation  

     box or View Second Collections box.  
 

     Making a donation or payment is simple. Click on an 

individual collection. There will be two  options: 
 

     1) Recurring Donation or Payment  

 2) One-Time Donation or Payment. 
 

     As the voicemail is monitored daily, please call the Parish 

Office for help (508) 460-9255. We are able to set you up with 

an account or process a one-time donation on your behalf.  

WESHARE—SIGN UP TODAY  

     For Easter 2020, the Archdiocese has generously decided that 

all donations collected for Easter Sunday may remain within the 

parishes!  If you receive envelopes, you may 

place your donation in the Clergy Benefit 

Envelope, and note on the envelope “For St. 

Matthias Parish.” A Clergy Benefit collection 

will be held at a future date.   Thank you.  

EASTER COLLECTION  

DESIGNATED FOR ST. MATTHIAS PARISH  



Happy Easter? 
 

 One Holy Week when I was a teenager and playing 

organ at my parish church, I had to go the parish office for 

something or other. When I was leaving, the secretary, a 

woman in her 80’s, walked me to the door.  As I left, I 

remember saying to her: “it’s too bad Easter Sunday is 

going to be rainy and raw.” She said in return: “Oh the 

weather doesn’t bother me. Jesus will rise anyway”. 

 I can’t help thinking of that encounter as we all prepare 

to celebrate an Easter that is “rainy and raw” in a different 

and more profound way.  We can’t gather as a parish family 

to celebrate the Eucharist together. Many of us will not be 

able to be with family and friends around an Easter dinner 

table.  This year,  gifts of Easter flowers and Easter baskets 

will be modest at best.  And yet, Jesus will rise, anyway. 

 It was specifically to walk with us through times such as 

these that Jesus, the Son of God, came as one of us, in our 

flesh and our blood.  He experienced every human emotion, 

including confusion, doubt and fear.  He prayed that his time 

of pain and suffering would be taken away from him, just as 

we want this time of sickness, death, unemployment, and 

confinement to be over. Yet, through all his trials, Jesus 

trusted that God was present in his life, guiding him, never 

leaving his side, and raising him to new life.  On this Easter 

day that is what we celebrate and what we believe.   

Christ is risen and sharing in our anxieties.  He calls us 

to follow his example, inviting us to trust in God’s presence 

in our time of trial.  Even when we feel lost and when our 

world is shaken, Christ is by our side. So, let’s celebrate 

Easter as best we can.   

As Christ rose from his time of testing and pain, so too 

will we rise from the darkness of the moment.  It is the light 

of the risen Christ shining through the darkness that is 

leading the way. So, yes indeed, this is a happy Easter Day. 
 

Financial Challenges 
 

Recently our parish Finance Council met via the internet 

app Zoom to discuss our financial situation.  Deacon Paul 

Coletti gave us a rundown on our numbers.  As you know, 

our budget calls for a weekly offertory collection of 4,000 

dollars.  In a good week, we receive close to that goal and 

sometimes go over.  However, since the crisis began, our 

income has been steadily decreasing.  I asked Deacon Paul 

to project out to the end of our fiscal year, June 30. Based on 

a leveling off of donations at 2,000 dollars per week, we will 

end the year with a loss of about 35,000 dollars in income.  

As I mentioned last week, I am so, so, grateful to the  

parishioners who have continued to contribute to our parish 

by sending in weekly donations, either by mail or by online 

giving.  In the coming weeks and months your continued 

support will be absolutely crucial to sustaining our parish.  

A great many parishes in the archdiocese and across the 

country have already begun laying off and furloughing staff 

members. I pray that we will not be among them.  But it’s up 

to you.  Now is our parish’s greatest hour of need. So, 

whatever you can give will, in a very real sense, help us to 

survive as a parish community. 
Let me encourage you again to sign up for our online 

donation system, WeShare. While I know that there are some 

who are skeptical about making donations online, this is the 

very best way for us to be able to count on a steady stream of 

income. You will find sign up instructions in another article 

in this bulletin. 

As I mentioned last week, I am keenly aware that 

parishioners will lose their jobs and not be able to contribute as 

they would like.  The prayers of our parish family are with you.  

Those on our mailing list received a letter from me last 

week announcing that the archdiocese has generously agreed 

that all donations collected for Easter Sunday may 

remain within the parishes.  (The Easter collection 

traditionally goes to the archdiocese to benefit the Clergy 

Health and Retirement Funds.)  There is still time to make 

an Easter Sunday donation.  

For parishioners on our envelope system, you will see 

that the Easter Sunday envelope is marked for the Clergy 

Funds.  If you would like your donation to go to the parish 

instead, please indicate your intention of the envelope.   
 

Keeping in Touch 
 

While our parish church and offices are completely 

closed until further notice, please stay in touch through our 

parish webpage: stmattpar.org, our parish Facebook 

page: St. Matthias Parish, and on my personal Facebook 

page for the parish: FrFrancis O’Brien.  The parish phone 

remains on voicemail. Messages will be picked up 

frequently.   

All of the folks on our parish staff are doing well and 

miss you terribly. We are trying to stay in touch with 

parishioners the best we can, through social media and 

phone calls. If you know of someone who might appreciate a 

call, or if you would like to talk with one of our staff 

members, please let me know via phone message or e mail.   

Once again, let me mention that, for those living in 

Marlborough, if you or someone you know is in need of 

assistance, the city has set up a community hotline at 508-

251-5622.  Please check the City of Marlborough website at 

marlborough-ma.gov for the latest information and other 

programs being offered. 

Thank you to all who have watched and commented on 

our Masses posted online.  So many have mentioned that, 

although it’s great to see our beautiful church and participate 

in the Eucharist from afar, they long for the day when we will 

be able to celebrate again in person.  Believe me, so do I.  

We are aware of some of the technical issues with the 

Mass videos, especially the sound, but, given the very live 

acoustics of the church and the limited capabilities of the 

amplifier, please know we are doing our best. 

Let’s share the joy of Easter in whatever way we are able! 

April 12, 2020                                                                                                     Easter Sunday  
FROM FATHER FRAN 



April 12, 2020                                                                                                  Easter Sunday 
EASTER VIGIL AND EASTER SUNDAY  

Reflection by Deacon Paul 

EASTER VIGIL  

 

The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night is the high point of 

our Triduum celebration. What follows here is what 

occurs in typical years when our only concern is the weather 

conditions.  This year is far from typical and we will not be 

able to gather as community  Practicality may call for some 

omissions or work-around this year. But let us reflect on our 

faith’s rituals and symbols.     

In typical years, the assembly gathers outside in the 

darkness of early evening to begin the celebration of Jesus 

rising from the dead.  The lights inside the church are off.  

The new Paschal Candle is blessed and lit by Father Fran 

outdoors at the fire as he proclaims “May the light of Christ 

rising in glory dispel the darkness of our hearts and 

minds.”   
The assembly enters the dark church with Deacon Doug 

or a minister carrying the lit Paschal Candle.  Deacon Doug 

proclaims “The Light of Christ” as we enter the church.  

There are candles available for all serving at the mass and 

for the assembly. The Paschal Candle represents the light 

of Christ in the world.  The assembly uses the light from the 

Paschal Candle to light their candles.   

     Father Fran then prays aloud the Easter Proclamation 

prayer known as the “Exsultet.”  The assembly then listens 

to the Word of God.  Lit candles are in hand in the still 

darkened church. 

     The Liturgy of the Word consists of eight readings and 

an accompanying responsorial psalm and the Gospel 

reading.  We meditate with joy on all the wonders that God 

has done for humanity from the beginning of creation.  
Following the seventh reading the church lights are turned 

on.  Father Fran invites the assembly and the choir to sing 

the “Gloria.”  This is the first time since the Sunday before 

Ash Wednesday that we have sung the Gloria.  It is a visible 

sign of our Easter joy, along with the loving messages of the 

readings that we have just heard.  The light of the church 

now precedes the Gospel reading of the risen Christ, the true 

light of God in our world.  The homily follows the Gospel 

reading. 

     In some years at St. Matthias, we have had the Baptismal 

Liturgy for our Elect. Following Baptism, the sacraments of 

Confirmation and Eucharist would be received by the Elect 

at the Easter Vigil.   

     In typical years, Father Fran will takes the baptismal 

water and the Litany of Saints is sung by our community. 

The assembly is then invited to renew their baptismal 

promises.  We are then blessed with the holy water, either 

by approaching the baptismal font and blessing our self, or 

as a community as Father Fran makes his way through the 

assembly blessing us with the holy water.   

     Our celebration continues with the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist culminating in our reception of the Body and 

Blood of our risen Lord, risen for us at this Easter Vigil.  

We commemorate our Lord’s resurrection at all masses 

during the year, but the Easter Vigil is something special.  

Perhaps it is the joy that we feel this night just a few short 

days after feeling sadness from the commemoration our 

Lord’s passion and death.   

     The Easter Vigil mass joyfully concludes as we sing 

“Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia” . 

 

EASTER SUNDAY MORNING  

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!  

 

     The celebration of the risen Jesus continues at Easter 

Sunday Mass.  The Liturgy of the Word includes a first 

reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the responsorial 

psalm, a second reading from Saint Paul’s letter to the 

Colossians, or to the Corinthians, followed by Saint John’s 

Gospel story of Christ’s resurrection. 

     At Easter Sunday morning mass following the homily is 

the opportunity for the assembly to renew their baptismal 

promises.  In typical years, we would receive the light of 

Christ on our candles that are lit from the Paschal Candle.  

We would then be blessed by Father Fran with the holy 

water from our font. 

     The mass continues with the Liturgy of the Eucharist and 

the reception of the body and blood of our Lord. 

     And like the Easter Vigil Mass we joyfully conclude the 

Easter Sunday morning mass at the final blessing as we sing 

“Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia” followed by our 

recessional hymn. 

     Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection reconciled 

humanity to God.  Our relationship with God the Father was 

restored through Jesus’ loving act of dying for us on the 

cross.  This is our faith as Catholic Christians.  We rise to 

new life on Easter, ready to bring the Easter light that is the 

love of Jesus Christ to the world. We do this by striving to 

be what Christ was on earth, a person of hope, forgiveness, 

and compassion through the Christ like words and acts of 

our life in both easy and challenging times. 



EASTER FLOWERS 
        

     Although this challenging time prevents us from gathering 

for Easter masses, the Art and Environment ministry still has 

plans to enhance the beauty of our church for when we are 

able to worship together once again.   With your contribution 

towards the cost of the flowers that mission will be realized.  

Contributions may be made in honor of a deceased loved one 

or other special intention. Donations may be made on-line via 

WeShare or mailed to the parish office.    

Easter Blessings to all.  
 

Don Armstrong  
Tom & Betty Arnott 

Johnny Arnott 
James Babcock 

Carol & Ed Baduski 
Chester Balinski  

Phyllis & Gene Balinski  
Emma Bastarache 

Barbara Brady 
Leonard & Laura Bucher 
Betty & Harry Bucher 
Frank & Leah Calore 

Irene Chevrette 
The Consolian Family 

Irene Cote 
Adrien Cote 
Ronald Cote 

William F. Curley Helen,  
Joseph & Jordan DeDeo   

Peg Daigle 
George DeBeaucourt, Sr. 

Bill Deveaux 
Mark Desveaux 

Mary & George Deibel 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew F. Deibel 

Eugene Doiron 
The Dolan &  Ferrara Families 

Michael J. Fallon 
Emilienne Fallon 
Edward J. Fallon 

Joe Fraine 
Richer Galvin 
George Gazza 

Margaret Gazza 
Raymond G.  
St. Germain 

Rhea M. St. Germain 
Gougeon, Boyer & Thomasino 

Families 
Kathryn A. Graham 

Dot Hall 

James Hankins 
Eileen Hankins 
Adrienne Henzel  
The Hill Family 
Julia Jurkiewicz 

Marie & Hank Kawiaka 
Kossuth Family  
Bill Lajeunesse   

The Landers Family 
The Laspada Family 

Cora Lizotte  
Evan Lund 
Alice Lund 

Marilyn Marrier 
Ethel &  Alexander Martin  

Joan and David Martin 
Mary & Antonio Masciarelli  

Patrick, Carmella and  
David Mauro  

Mary McDonald 
Betty Montgomery  

Montgomery Family 
Jean Peltak 

Matt Pendergast 
Elenor Pendergast 
Bobby Pendergast 

Johnny Reed 
Lillian & John Reed 

Paul Richard 
Amelia Richards  

Mr & Mrs. Timothy J. Sheehan 
Arnold B. Thomas 

Alphonsine E. Thomas 
Mary  Varcasia 
Louis  Varcasia 

Connie & Don  Whalen  
Zemejda Family  

 

In honor of: 
The Forte Family 

The Deb Robichaud Family  
 


