
Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 

 frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Senior Deacon 

 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 

 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Russ Morey, Senior Deacon 

 dcnmorey@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministry, Emerita  

 jmsweetums@aol.com  

Joyce Belliveau, Choir Director 

 jbbelle@comcast.net 

April Lowe, Office Manager  

 alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 

     ddoona@stmattpar.org  

Paul G. Coletti, Chair, Finance Council 

For HELP: St. Vincent dePaul Society  tel. no. 978-493-3037 

 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

      Sunday:   10:00AM  

  Pre-recorded Mass on-line Sundays by 8:30AM  

       www.stmattpar.org and facebook: @stmattpar 

   

  Temporarily suspended: Indoor/Outdoor by Reservation   

  (Phone In or On-Line) 

  

 Weekday:     Canceled until further notice.  

 Holy Day:     As announced  

   

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 

appearance, a true Christian community. 

 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 

God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 

then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 

Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 

individuals and as a community.  We offer classroom sessions for  

grade school children, a comprehensive Confirmation program, 

intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 

enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 

offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 

also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 

Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 

Christian community and are interested in learning more about 

initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 

children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  

Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 

two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 

the choosing of godparents. 

 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 

sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 

 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 

Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 

by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 

sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 

confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 

with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 

or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details. 

 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 

months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 

marriage preparation. 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 

Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances or 

register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming you to 

our parish community. 

Saint Matthias Parish 

409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255  Website: stmattpar.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/stmattpar 

    



CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

�

Internet Mass, Sunday, February 21�

�

Patrick and Carmella Mauro �

Memorial�

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH 

St. Matthias Parish Office Information �

�

508�460�9255�

�

�Though the Parish Office is currently closed to visitors, 

you may call the office on Monday and Thursday 

from 10:00AM to 2:00PM. with questions, requests for 

documents or to make an in�person appointment with a 

staff member.  You may also e�mail the office at any 

time: admin@stmattpar.org.��

    Our parish COVID�19 safety team met on February 1st 

to re�evaluate our decision to suspend in�person Masses. 

With the latest updated material, we have agreed to extend 

this suspension through March 7th. We will re�evaluate 

this decision on February 22nd. �

     This decision comes after much discussion of the current 

state of the pandemic, the number of cases in Marlborough 

and neighboring towns, along with the age and number of 

parishioners coming to mass.�  While this decision may be 

difficult for some who have been coming regularly, we see 

the safety of all parishioners as part of our mission to be 

Christ for one another.��

     Cardinal O'Malley has left decisions such as this up to 

the local pastors. I am grateful for this allowance.� We will 

continue to record mass during this time and post it on 

social media.�

     My sincerest thanks to the members of our COVID 

Team and to all of you for your leadership within our parish 

family.�

     May the spring see us in a better position to gather as a 

community once more.�

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

UPDATE AS OF FEBRUARY 7, 2021 

Pray for  the   

Healing  of  the  s ick 

 

 

Please Pray For…   

 

 

     Richard Abraham, Donna Anastas, Cheryl LaJeunesse 

Arsenault, Conor Canavan, William Connors, Carol 

Chatalian, Danielle and Melissa Chiasson, Steven Chiasson, 

Alice Cox,  Joseph Cox, Adelbert Cyr, Richard Desjardin, Kent 

Dudley, Jason Fournier, David Giugno, Dicky Guild, Russ 

Hokanson, Debbie Jennings, Emma Johnston, Alice Kimball, 

Marie Leigh, Daniel Lopes, Fr. Mike MacEwen, Dave 

Mackenzie, Doreen Martin, Judy McManus, Pat McNeil, 

Patrick Mauro, Maura McGuinness, Judy McManus, Marlene 

Mele, Michael Messom, Russ Morey, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer 

Natoli, Mary and Bob O’Connor, Johnny Pellrine, Doug 

Peltak, Theresa Perry, Jennifer Reis, Andrew Tivnan, Pedro 

Torres, Trunfio Family, Ronald Vaudreuil, Vanessa Viega, and 

AnnMarie Walters.�

February 21, 2021 1

st

 Sunday of Lent�

�

“After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee 

proclaiming the gospel of God….” � Mark 1:14�

�

     Do you ever think about how difficult it must have been 

for Jesus to come into Galilee, knowing that John had just 

been arrested for teaching the same message that Jesus was 

proclaiming.�  It must have taken great love and trust for 

Jesus to do what the Father had sent Him here on earth to 

do.� In the same way, following a life of stewardship takes 

great love and trust from us.� We must be willing to 

surrender completely to God, trusting that God will always 

give us all that we need to fulfill His plan for us.�



February 21, 2021                                                  Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time                           

From Fr. Fran  

     As Lent is upon us, we are coming up to the one year 

anniversary of COVID�19 quarantine.  I remember very 

distinctly the weekend just before St Patrick’s Day last 

year, which was in the middle of Lent. Our St. Patrick’s 

day dinner turned into a hastily arranged “take out” 

situation, with diners driving up to the church and 

volunteers passing their dinners through the open car 

windows. This was due to Cardinal Sean O’Malley’s 

closing down of all liturgical and social life just hours 

before.� By the next weekend, we had learned how to 

record Mass and stream it to our St. Matthias webpage.  

Everyone had hoped that this arrangement and the 

shutdown would only last for a few weeks.�

� Well here we are, almost a year later and still waiting 

for life to return to some sense of normal.  For most of us 

it seems like we’ve been in this Twilight Zone forever, 

when, in the long view, a year is just a blink of an eye.�

� Sometimes we feel that Lent is very similar.  It’s hard 

to believe it’s already here again and we wonder what 

has changed since last year.  We can live this Lent by 

doing the same things we did last year or we can look at 

the next six weeks as a new chance to become closer to 

God as we reflect upon how we’ve changed and been 

changed over the past 12 months. �A pandemic Lent 

should take into consideration what’s changed in the 

world and what’s changed in ourselves. �

� We often see Lent as a very personal time.  It’s about 

me and God, right?  While that’s a good place to start, 

our Lenten journey needs to go beyond the confines of 

our own particular world and into the world around us. 

Granted, that’s a challenge when we are in quarantine!�

� The traditional disciplines of Lent � fasting, prayer, 

and works of charity � help us see that this is a time 

which begins with reflection and moves to action.�

� Fasting begins by making us aware of our own 

physical needs.  Yet, the hunger we feel while fasting 

isn’t an end unto itself.  It should connect us to hunger in 

the world.  And not just the physical hunger which so 

many people on this planet experience daily, but also the 

hunger for justice, peace, and equality.  When we 

connect with those hungers we might be more 

understanding of our sisters and brothers who experience 

them. �

� Prayer is our personal conversation with God. Just 

like any friendship, we need to continually nurture that 

relationship. We all know how hard it has been to keep 

up with friends and loved ones during the pandemic.  We 

long for the day when we will be able to say goodbye to 

Zoom, Facetime and Skype and visit with our loved ones, 

face to face.  We long to see God face to face as well.  

Until that day comes, we have prayer. It is the vehicle 

through which we nourish our friendship with God.  We 

can’t give the excuse “I don’t have enough time for 

prayer” in these pandemic times.  �

� We may have favorite prayers and scripture readings 

which we bring to our time with God.  We often have 

specific problems that we bring to God as well.  After all 

of our talking to God, the thing we often overlook is 

listening for God’s response.  While we most likely will 

not hear the voice of God directly, God will usually 

speak to our prayer in other ways.  Perhaps a new sense 

of peace may come over us during a difficult time. 

Maybe, as we go about the ordinariness of our day, 

something we experience may help us to see things more 

clearly.  Perhaps a piece of music or a random 

conversation will move us to know that God is speaking.�

� Of course we pray not only for ourselves, but for 

others.  Perhaps this is the most powerful prayer we can 

offer.  We are moved to pray not only for those close to 

us, but for our world and for the hungers of the world 

which we have recognized through our discipline of 

fasting. �

� The insights we gain through fasting and prayer 

inform the third discipline of Lent, charity. Our Lenten 

journey leads us into action for others.  We reach inward 

so as to reach outward.  Who needs our help? How can 

we help during this pandemic? What changes do we need 

to make in our lives so that we are always aware and 

ready to help another person, not just during Lent but 

throughout our days?�

� When we take Lent seriously, it can be a challenging 

time, for God is calling each one of us to renewal. If we 

take up the challenge we will be better disciples and 

better people. When Easter Sunday comes and we renew 

our baptismal promises to love and serve the Lord and 

each other, our Lenten journey will bear fruit, not just for 

Easter Day , but for every day of our lives. �

�

�

�

�

�

�



February 21, 2021                                                  Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  

FAITH FORMATION — THERESA SALAFIA 

�

�

�

FAITH FORMATION CLASS SCHEDULE 

 

 Faith Formation Zoom meetings for February 21 are as 

� follows:�

�

� Level 1 � � � � � 9:00AM � 10:00 AM�

� Level 2 � � � �   1 1:30AM �  12:30 PM�

� �

 � Levels 3 through 10 will not meet February 21. �

�

Looking Ahead  �  Class Schedule for February 28    �

�

� Level 1 � � � � � � 9:00 AM � 10:00 AM�

� Level 2 � � � � �    11:30 AM � 12:30 PM�

� Level 3 to 5� � � � � 8:30 AM �   9:30 AM�

� Level 6 to 8� � � � � � � � �� 6:30 PM  �  7:30 PM�

� Confirmation I � � �    11:30 AM � 12:10 PM �

    

WEEKLY OFFERTORY: GOAL $4,000.00 

Offertory Collection for February 21�

�

Offertory received Week of 2/14/21�     � �  $     690.00 �

WeShare Offertory�     � �  $  1,695.00 �

�  �      $  2,385.00�

�

Parish Maintenance received Week of 2/14/21   $    165.00�

WeShare Maintenance � �      $     460.00�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �        $    625.00�

�

February 27 and 28: Collection for the 

Church Around the World�

2021 GRAND ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 

� �

Grand Annual Donations as of �

February 14, 2021�

 �

Grand Annual Goal:   $70,000.00�

 �

Total Received :�  � � � $63,765.00 �

Total to Reach Goal:�� � $  6,235.00�

Percentage of Goal:         �      91.1% �

No. Families Contributing:�  122�

�

� � � � � � � � �

   The parish campaign continues 

through the end of February so please 

donate on�line at WeShare.com or mail 

your contribution to the parish office. �

�

LENT REGULATIONS FOR  

FASTING AND ABSTINENCE  

 

�� Everyone 14 years of age or older is bound to abstain 

from meat on Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent 

and Good Friday.�

�� Everyone 18 or older, and under 59 years of age, is 

bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.�

�� On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, only one full 

meatless meal is allowed. Two other meatless meals, 

sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according 

to each one’s needs, but together they should not equal 

another full meal. Eating between meals is not 

permitted. When health or ability to work would be 

seriously affected, the law does not oblige.�

�

�

 

 

 

  

      Join our faith community�and more than 12,000 

Catholic communities across the United States�in a 

life�changing Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl. 

**Pick up your family’s CRS Rice Bowl from St. 

Matthias anytime.  Bowls are located in a bin next to 

the milk box at the Parish Office door.**  

Alternatively, you may visit, crsricebowl.org/families to 

make your own bowl and/or find the materials you need 

to download from there.�

� During the 40 days of Lent, we will reflect on how 

hunger and malnutrition affect our human family, and 

on the need to take action to end this global injustice. 

Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. �

� You can use your CRS Rice Bowls at home 

throughout Lent and then make a donation directly to 

CRS by donating online at crsricebowl.org/give or by 

tallying your donation and sending a check to St. 

Matthias.�



END OF YEAR DONATION STATEMENTS  

�

     If you would like a copy of your 

end of year donation statement mailed 

or emailed to you, please call or email 

April Lowe at 508�460�9255/

alowe@stmattpar.org.      �

�

     Thank you for your generous contributions to 

support St. Matthias Parish in 2020. �

�

�

�

�

     As we begin the Lenten season, we are reminded 

of the importance of our parish communities that 

allow us to fully live out our faith. The support of the 

ministries at the Archdiocese of Boston help our 

parish continue serving the faithful in this 

community. Consider making an early gift to this 

year’s Catholic Appeal to help ensure these ministries 

can continue helping our parish, and all parishes, 

schools, and communities throughout our 

Archdiocese of Boston. �

     Visit bostoncatholicappeal.org to learn more or 

make a donation. To give now, scan the QR code 

above.�

Ascension Press: No Greater Love 

LIVE with Dr. Edward Sri�

Every Wednesday at 8:00 pm 

E.S.T for 6 weeks!�

� Dr. Edward Sri will be leading a virtual study 

of� No Greater Love: A Biblical Walk Through 

Christ’s Passion� Bible every Wednesday starting 

February 24, 2021!�

� In� No Greater Love,� Dr. Sri�a Bible scholar, 

theologian, and popular Ascension presenter�will 

guide you on a biblical pilgrimage through the 

Passion in six easy�to�understand lessons.�

�

� Each LIVE lesson will be free on Facebook, but 

they will be based upon the associated study videos, 

so it is highly recommended to watch the study videos 

before each livestream! You can access the study 

videos by purchasing the� study set� or online� only 

access.  Parishioners who signed up for last year’s 

study group at St. Matthias already have the 

materials.  �

 St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

Catering for all Occasions

Corporate & Private

Functions

Pickup Available

508-481-9537

31 Curtis Ave.
Marlborough, MA 01752

CMS, Inc.
Screened Loam • Bark Mulch

Crushed Stone • Sand
Crushed Gravel

Stone Dust
379 South St., Marlboro, MA

508-481-0011
www.cmsinc-ma.com

Pre-Need
Planning

At Home
Arrangements

Slattery Funeral Home Inc.
Family Owned Since 1929

Directors

Alan P. Slattery • Regina Bonanno Slattery
Scott A. Johnston

Parishioners

508-485-0225
40 Pleasant Street, Marlborough • www.slatteryfuneralhome.com

Cremation
Services

Off Street
Parking

Independent & Assisted Living  
in Marlborough

508-460-5200
400 Hemenway St.

CountryCommunities.com

CONCORD
Heating and 

Air Conditioning, Inc.

Installations, Sales & Service

Call Today!

(978) 369-6980(978) 369-6980
www.concordheatingandac.com

PHILLIP R. SHORT 
(508) 485-0180 | (508) 485-0855
95 WEST MAIN STREET
MARLBOROUGH, MA 01752 
shortandrowefuneralhome.com

Local People Helping
Local People



LOUIS MONTI
& SONS, INC.
MonuMental CraftsMen

Family Owned & Operated Since 1918

241 Maple Street, Marlboro

485-1990
www.Montimonuments.com

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

 A Full Service Company
 Cost Effective Flooring Solutions
  with Attention to Detail

344 Boston Post Road East • Marlborough, MA 01752
Phone: (508) 480-8552 • Fax: (508) 303-0730

www.TouchDownCarpet.com 

SUDBURY

712 Boston Post Road
“Experience you can trust!”

— The Martels —
443-RENT (7368)

1-800-564-RENT
www.sudburytaylor.com 

THIS SPACE IS

Judy McNee • jmcnee@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6451 

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.

This Space 
is Available


