
Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 

 frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Senior Deacon 

 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 

 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Russ Morey, Senior Deacon 

 dcnmorey@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Peter Brockmann, Director of Music  

 pbrockmann@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Office Manager  

 alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 

     ddoona@stmattpar.org  

Paul G. Coletti, Chair, Finance Council 

For HELP: St. Vincent dePaul Society   

 tel. no. 978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

 Pre-recorded Mass on-line Sundays by 10:00 AM at    

  www.stmattpar.org and facebook: @stmattpar 
  

  Weekend Masses 

   Saturdays 4:00 PM 

   Sundays 10:00 AM 

  

  Weekday: Canceled until further notice.   

  Holy Day:  As announced  

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 

appearance, a true Christian community. 

 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 

God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 

then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 

Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 

individuals and as a community.  We offer classroom sessions for  

grade school children, a comprehensive Confirmation program, 

intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 

enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 

offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 

also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 

Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 

Christian community and are interested in learning more about 

initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 

children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  

Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 

two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 

the choosing of godparents. 

 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 

sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran. 

 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 

Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 

by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 

sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 

confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 

with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 

or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details. 

 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 

months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 

marriage preparation. 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. Please 

complete a registration card online at https://www.stmattpar.org/

parish-registration or register at the parish office.  We look forward to 

welcoming you to our parish community. 

Saint Matthias Parish 

409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255   Website: stmattpar.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/stmattpar 



St. Matthias Parish�

�

 �

�

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday�

9:00AM to 2:00PM�

�

     During off�hours you may e�mail the office at 

any time at admin@stmattpar.org or leave a 

voicemail at 508�460�9255.�

 

Music for Celebrations of the Eucharist  

February 12 and 13 
 

  

Gathering Song:   God, We Gather as   

         Disciples   

         booklet # 1 

  Preparation:     Eye Has Not Seen     

         hymnal # 616          

  Communion:   Deep and Lasting Peace   

         booklet # 6 

  Recessional:   Lead Me Lord  

         booklet # 10 
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Mass, Saturday, February 12, 4PM�

Memorial �

Matthew Lodi, Mary and Seymore Benedetto�

�

Mass, Sunday, February 13, 10AM�

Memorial �

John and Laura Sousa�

John and Deolinda Roque�

�

Mass, Saturday, February 19, 4PM�

 Carmella and Patrick Mauro � Memorial �

�

Mass, Sunday, February 20, 10AM�

St. Matthias Parish Community  �

Pre�recorded Mass can be found 

posted online by post on Facebook 

on Sundays by 10:00 AM. Just 

search @stmattpar! OR�

�

� Visit our website on your 

favorite browser at www.stmattpar.org to 

view the Mass from our homepage. �
  

THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 

�

Saturday, February 12�

Celebration of the Eucharist �

Church, 4:00 p.m.�

�

Sunday, February 13 �

Celebration of the Eucharist�

Church, 10:00 a.m. �

�

Faith Formation Gathering �

(Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5)�

Parish Hall/Classrooms 8:30 to 9:45 a.m.�

 �

Saturday, February 19�

Celebration of the Eucharist �

Church, 4:00 p.m.�

�

Sunday, February 20�

Celebration of the Eucharist�

Church, 10:00 a.m. �

�

�



From Fr. Fran�

A Feast of Love�

�

Have you purchased your heart�shaped box of candy 

yet? How about those hard to find roses?  Does anyone still 

send cards for the 14
th

 of February?  �

In the heart of the winter our secular world gives us 

Valentine’s Day, a time to reflect on and show affection to 

those we love. Less known are the origins of the day and 

how our traditions date back to the beginnings of the church.�

There are two saints named Valentine and both were 

martyred around the year 269A.D. One of them was said to 

have been the bishop of Terni, Italy. During his day, 

Christians met in secret, hiding their faith lest they be 

found out by the civil authorities and murdered.  Most 

likely this Valentine gave his life to protect the lives of 

Christians in his care.  A true act of love.�

The other Valentine was a Roman physician and priest.  

Legend has it that he sent letters of encouragement to the 

people in his community who lived in fear of persecution. 

Before he was executed, he was said to have healed the 

blind daughter of his jailor and written her a letter signed 

“your Valentine”. Some believe that in his honor people 

began to send “valentines” to each other on his feast day.�

Another legend says that in the Middle Ages it was 

believed that on February 14
th

, the day of Valentine’s 

martyrdom, birds began choosing their mates for the 

springtime.�

Regardless of their veracity, these ancient customs and 

legends show a much deeper understanding of the gift of 

love St. Valentine represents than a box of candy. �

In the Christian tradition any act of love and self�

giving turns our minds to Jesus and how, through him, God 

has given God’s self to us in a way that is beyond all our 

human understanding. Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection 

gives us an example of deep and abiding love.  We, in turn, 

are called to share this gift of love with one another. A 

token of love and affection on Valentine’s Day is great, but 

the true work of expressing unconditional love is ongoing 

and will come to its high point when we finally meet our 

Creator who is all encompassing love.�

�

Welcome Back!�

�

With cases of the Omicron variant dropping rapidly, 

once again there is hope that we can figure out what our 

“new normal” will be.  Over the last few months, it has 

seemed like every time we started to plan for the future, we 

were faced with another COVID variant leading us back 

into safety restrictions and putting the brakes on parish life.�

Our Parish Pastoral Council had a good discussion 

recently on the pandemic and how we might move into a 

new normal.  What I took away from our discussion was 

that the future is still a mystery and that we need to plan 

life around how the pandemic is affecting us now.  As the 

well worn saying goes “we may be through with the 

pandemic, but the pandemic isn’t through with us”.  So, to 

that end, we will slowly be renewing our ministries over 

the next few months.  Our former Music Director and 

Liturgical Coordinator Jay Maenhout made a great start by 

contacting most of our ministries to find out who will be 

coming back to serve and who is retiring after long years of 

service in liturgical ministry.  During the month of 

December, you may remember that representatives from 

our liturgical ministries offered witness talks at Mass.�

I’d like to thank them and all who have served our 

parish so well in liturgical ministry.  Soon it will be time 

for others to come forward. �

I am hoping that we will be able to reconstitute our 

Triduum Planning Committee this year so that we can 

prepare a wonderful Holy Week and Easter experience.  

Stay tuned for more information in future bulletins.�

At the present moment our new Director of Music 

Ministries, Peter Brockmann, is looking for new members to 

join the choir. Please see his column in this week’s bulletin.�

Our parish has thrived because our parishioners 

have freely given of their time and talent, sharing their 

faith so that our experience of the Eucharist may be 

prayerful and parish life may be rich.  As we move out 

of this phase of the pandemic, please take some time in 

prayer to discern how God is calling you to share your 

faith with your parish community.�

�

February 13, 2022                                     Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                        

� �

 What are you planning to do for Lent?�

�

Here’s an idea! Join our 'Festival Choir' that will offer 

weekly prayer, rehearsal and fellowship as a special 

Lenten project (Lent begins Wednesday, March 2) until 

Easter season. Over the next ten or twelve weeks, we 

will rehearse one night a week and sing together at 

Sunday Mass. We will have time to reflect on the lyrics 

of the beautiful songs composed by Fr Fran and 

others. Some are even 1,000 years old (not by Fr Fran, 

but the others). We will have time to chat (safely) with 

each other, share the experience and challenge of 

learning sacred and sung music together. We will pray 

for each other and the people of St Matthias.��

�

No prior experience or special skills required. Only 

the gift of your time and your voice. We’ll teach you 

what you need to blend in and harmonize. Please note 

that we do have a particular need for male voices.��

�

Trust me. It will be fun. In the form of this special 

Festival Choir, you can deepen your appreciation for 

the gift of the Cross. How about joining the Festival 

Choir for 2022?�

�

Send Peter Brockmann an email 

(pbrockmann@stmattpar.org)� letting 

me know, so that I can make sure we 

have enough chairs and music for 

everybody.��

�

Hear you Wednesday!�

Note from Our Music Director 

Peter Brockmann  



FAITH FORMATION GATHERINGS�

Faith Forma
on Schedule is as follows: �

 � �

          Sunday February 13 Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 will meet 

� � � 8:30 � 9:45 a.m.�
�

(There are no Faith Forma�on mee�ngs Sunday, 

February 13 for Grades 6, 7, and 8 and Confirma
on I 

and II) �

Remaining calendar dates for Faith Forma�on are:�

�      �� Grades 1�5� � � � � 8:30�9:45 a.m.�

� � � � � � � Grades 6�8� � � � � 6:00�7:10 p.m.�

� � � � � February 27 �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �March�� 6�

� � � � � � � � � � � � �  � �March�20�

� � � � � � � � � � � �  � � �April� � � 3���

� � � � � � � � � � � �  � � �April� �10� ��

�

� � � � � � � Confirma�on I and II�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �March� 5�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �April� � �2�

�

               Important Dates�

�

        First Eucharist� � � � � �

May� 7  during  4 p.m. Mass�

            Confirma�on� � � � � � �

May��1  during 10:00 a.m. Mass�
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Conor Canavan�

Paul Cote�

Aline Desjardin�

Richard Desjardin �

Lars Dwyer �

Craig Fallon�

LeAnne Gogel�

Jeanette Kirk�

Derek Ledoux �

Fr. Mike MacEwen�

Maura McGuinnesss�

Edward McManus�

Richard Murray �

Debra Natoli�

Nick DiNitto�

Chris O’Brien � �

Ayn Paolella�

Jennifer Reis�

Raymond Sotek�

Andrew Tivnan�

Jane Walsh�

NOTICE:  If you would like to add a loved one to this prayer list, 

please email: admin@stmattpar.org.   �

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Readings � Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time �

February 12 and February 13�

�

� First Reading:�� Jeremiah 17:5�8; �

� Second Reading� 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16�20�

� Gospel:� � � � Luke �6:17, 20�26�
�

Readings � Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time �

February 19 and February 20�

�

� First Reading:�� 1 Samuel 26:2, 7�9, 12�13, 22�23�

� Second Reading� 1 Corinthians 15:45�49�

� Gospel:� � � � Luke �6:27�38�

FY 2022 GRAND ANNUAL 

Grand Annual Donations as of February 6, 2022�

�

�

Grand Annual FY 22 Goal:     $75,000�

Total Received (Thank you!):  $51,110�

Total to Reach Goal:� � �     $23,890
� �

� Percentage of Goal:       �    68.1%�

� No. Families Contributing:� 93�

�

� We have extended our Grand Annual 

Campaign through the end of February, 

but please know you are still able to make 

contributions through June 30, 2022!  We 

are closing in on our goal and as you 

know these dollars go directly towards the 

operating budget. If you haven’t already, please prayerfully 

consider a donation online through WeShare, or drop into 

the Offertory Box. Thank you to those who have donated!�

WEEKLY OFFERTORY GOAL $4,000.00 
�

� Offertory Collection February 5/6�

�

Offertory Collection    � �       � $   2,104.00�

WeShare Offertory�    �� � � � $      800.00�           �  

� � � � � � � � � � � $   2,904.00�

�

Special Collection�February 2022�
�

Support of the Church Around the World     Feb 26 / 27 �

Financial Update �

Fiscal Budget vs Actual 2022�

July 1 � January 31, 2022�

 Budget $ Actual $ Deficit 

Offertory  $112,942 $95,559 �$17,383 

Maintenance  $21,929 $19,526 �$2,403 



������� �� 	�. ������	�

     Welcome to the St. Matthias community as we 

join,  in�person once again, to the Celebration of  

the Eucharist. The Safety Committee met by 

ZOOM on January 25 to re�evaluate the decision to 

pause Masses. Now that all numbers (cases and 

hospitalizations) are decreasing and it appears we 

are on the downside of this surge.�

� Current Masking and Seating Protocols �

� As of January 6, 2022, per the Archdiocese of 

Boston, masks are mandated to be worn at Masses, 

meetings and events until March 3, 2022. This is an 

extension from the previous mandate. �

1)� Masks are required at Masses, meetings and 

events at St. Matthias until March 3, 2022. 

Children under the age of five are not required 

to wear masks. Children under the age of two 

should not wear masks.  Should you forget a 

mask, masks will be available at the main 

entrance to the church.  Note: All indications 

are that N95 or KN95 masks are best against 

the current variant.  Doubling up surgical 

masks or wearing a surgical mask is still 

better than a cloth mask for your protection 

and the protection of others. �

2)� The right side of the church will remain with 

physical distance markers for attendees, but it 

is strongly encouraged that all attendees 

follow physical distancing guidelines as this 

is the best way to lessen each others risk of 

getting COVID. ���

� Though vaccination is not required to attend 

Mass, the Safety Committee urges those who have 

not been vaccinated, to consider receiving the 

vaccine, and for those who are concerned about 

their health status to act cautiously and in 

accordance with medical advice.�

�

Thank you for understanding and �

Keeping our community safe.� 

END OF YEAR DONATION STATEMENTS 

  

     The final batches of Contribution 

Summaries for 2021 have been sent out!  

If you don’t receive a statement in the 

next week, and would like a statement, 

please call the parish office at 508�460�

9255 or request a statement via  email: 

admin@stmattpar.org.�

 St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

CMS, Inc.
Screened Loam • Bark Mulch

Crushed Stone • Sand
Crushed Gravel

Stone Dust
379 South St., Marlboro, MA

508-481-0011
www.cmsinc-ma.com

PHILLIP R. SHORT 
(508) 485-0180 | (508) 485-0855
95 WEST MAIN STREET
MARLBOROUGH, MA 01752 
shortandrowefuneralhome.com

Local People Helping
Local People

Pre-Need Planning  | Cremation Services | Off Street Parking

Slattery Funeral Home Inc.
Family Owned Since 1929

Directors
Alan P. Slattery • Regina Bonanno Slattery • Scott A. Johnston

508-485-0225
40 Pleasant Street, Marlborough

www.slatteryfuneralhome.com

(978) 562-5309
15 Bonazzoli Ave., Hudson, MA
Heating • Cooling • Maintenance
Family owned and operated!

www.chaveshvac.com



LOUIS MONTI
& SONS, INC.
MonuMental CraftsMen

Family Owned & Operated Since 1918

241 Maple Street, Marlboro

485-1990
www.Montimonuments.com

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

 A Full Service Company
 Cost Effective Flooring Solutions
  with Attention to Detail

344 Boston Post Road East • Marlborough, MA 01752
Phone: (508) 480-8552 • Fax: (508) 303-0730

www.TouchDownCarpet.com 

SUDBURY

712 Boston Post Road
“Experience you can trust!”

— The Martels —
443-RENT (7368)

1-800-564-RENT
www.sudburytaylor.com 

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.

Contact Mac Economy to place an ad today! 
meconomy@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6442


