
Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 

 frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Senior Deacon 

 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 

 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Russ Morey, Senior Deacon 

 dcnmorey@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Peter Brockmann, Director of Music  

 pbrockmann@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Office Manager  

 alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 

     ddoona@stmattpar.org  

Paul G. Coletti, Chair, Finance Council 

For HELP: St. Vincent dePaul Society   

 tel. no. 978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

 Pre-recorded Mass on-line Sundays by 10:00 AM at    

  www.stmattpar.org and facebook: @stmattpar 
  

  Weekend Masses 

   Saturdays 4:00 PM 

   Sundays 10:00 AM 

  

  Weekday: Canceled until further notice.   

  Holy Day:  As announced  

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 

appearance, a true Christian community. 

 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 

God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 

then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 

Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 

individuals and as a community.  We offer classroom sessions for  

grade school children, a comprehensive Confirmation program, 

intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 

enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 

offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 

also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 

Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 

Christian community and are interested in learning more about 

initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 

children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  

Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 

two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 

the choosing of godparents. 

 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 

sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran. 

 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 

Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 

by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 

sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 

confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 

with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 

or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details. 

 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 

months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 

marriage preparation. 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. Please 

complete a registration card online at https://www.stmattpar.org/

parish-registration or register at the parish office.  We look forward to 

welcoming you to our parish community. 

Saint Matthias Parish 

409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255   Website: stmattpar.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/stmattpar 



St. Matthias Parish�

�

 �

�

Tuesday and Thursday�

9:00AM to 2:00PM�

�

     During off�hours you may e�mail the office at 

any time at admin@stmattpar.org or leave a 

voicemail at 508�460�9255.�

 �

Parish Office will be closed �

Monday, February 21 �

Presidents Day �

 

Music for Celebrations of the Eucharist   

February 19 and 20 

  

Gathering Song:  Diverse in Color, Nation, Race   

         booklet # 3 

  Preparation: Make Me a Chanel of Your Peace  

         hymnal # 721          

  Communion:   You Satisfy the Hungry Heart  

         hymnal # 816 

  Recessional: They’ll Know We are Christians 

         hymnal # 728  

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH 
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�
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�

Mass, Saturday, February 19, 4PM�

 Carmella and Patrick Mauro � Memorial �

�

Mass, Sunday, February 20, 10AM�

Charles Lajeunesse � Memorial �

�

Mass, Saturday, February 26, 4PM�

St. Matthias Parish Community  �

�

Mass, Sunday, February 27, 10AM�

St. Matthias Parish Community  �

Pre�recorded Mass can be found 

posted online by post on Facebook 

on Sundays by 10:00 AM. Just 

search @stmattpar! OR�

�

� Visit our website on your favorite browser 

at www.stmattpar.org to view the Mass from 

our homepage. �
  

THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 

�

Saturday, February 19�

Celebration of the Eucharist �

Church, 4:00 p.m.�

�

Sunday, February 20�

Celebration of the Eucharist�

Church, 10:00 a.m. �

 �

Saturday, February 26�

Celebration of the Eucharist �

Church, 4:00 p.m.�

�

Sunday, February 27�

Faith Formation Grades 1� 5�

Parish Hall 8:30 a.m. � 9:45 a.m. �

�

Celebration of the Eucharist with Baptism�

Church, 10:00 a.m. �

�

Faith Formation Grades 6�8�

Parish Hall 6:00 p.m. � 7:10 p.m. �

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Readings � Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time �

February 19 and February 20�

�

� First Reading:�� 1 Samuel 26:2, 7�9, 12�13, 22�23�

� Second Reading� 1 Corinthians 15:45�49�

� Gospel:� � � � Luke �6:27�38�

�

Readings � Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time �

February 26 and February 27�

�

� First Reading:�� Sirach 27;4�7�

� Second Reading� 1 Corinthians 15:54�58�

� Gospel:� � � � Luke �6:39�45�



From Fr. Fran�

� You may have heard in the news that the 

Archdiocese of Boston is lifting the mask mandate for 

Mass and all other parish activities on February 28
th

.  

Cardinal Sean is letting each pastor decide if the local 

situation in a given parish community may call for an 

extension of the mandate.  Within the next couple of 

weeks our Parish COVID Safety Team will give me a 

recommendation for our parish.  Until then, thank you 

for continuing to wear face coverings at Mass and Faith 

Formation sessions.�

� Some parishioners have mentioned that they read in 

the Marlborough Police reports that St. Matthias 

experienced a break�in a few weeks ago.  It seems that 

it was more of an attempted break�in.  �

I found a windowpane removed from a ground level 

window along with damage to the window frame.  There 

were also some flowerpots on the windowsill which 

were turned over on the ground.  It doesn’t appear that 

the perpetrator entered the building.  Perhaps he got 

scared when the flowerpots crashed or couldn’t get 

through the window.  In any case we were very lucky, 

this time. In the almost 20 years I’ve been here, this is 

the first incident of this kind. �

Our Finance Council has been talking about 

installing surveillance cameras around the campus and 

with the current situation we will be stepping up our 

efforts.  If you would like to donate to this effort, I 

would be grateful. �

The Season of Lent is just around the corner!  Our 

Ash Wednesday Masses will be on March 2
nd

 at 9AM 

and 7PM.  In preparation for Ash Wednesday, we invite 

all parishioners to bring their palm from last year and 

deposit it in the receptacles at the doors of the church.  

This palm will be burned and used as the ashes which 

will be placed on our foreheads on Ash Wednesday.�

You may have read that the active cases of COVID 

in town are dropping exponentially. This is great news!  

With this in mind, I would like to begin having 9AM 

weekday Mass again in the downstairs conference 

room/chapel during the Lenten season.  I think we 

can safely gather there together again.   (You will be 

welcomed to wear face coverings and social distance.) I 

am thinking of starting out with Mass on Mondays and 

Tuesdays and then expanding to Fridays if enough 

parishioners are interested.  Please let me know if you 

are considering attending by e mailing me or leaving me 

a voice mail message.�

Just a friendly reminder that our 2022 Grand 

Annual Collection is still underway.  We have had a 

great response so far.  If you have yet to gift the parish 

with a donation, now is the time!  Thanks for your 

support.�

February 20, 2022                               Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time                        

Over my 50 years in music ministry, I’ve only recently 

come to understand how important funerals are to the 

life of the church community and the family of the 

deceased.��

�

At St Ma�hias, we gather as a Chris"an community with 

the family and pray for the deceased, their family and 

friends, and for each other. Singing songs full of promise 

and comfort like “Be Not Afraid”, “Amazing Grace”, “On 

Eagles Wings” are beau"ful and meaningful expressions 

of sympathy because the word pictures of the lyrics are 

so full of Chris"an promise:��

�

� “Be not afraid, I go before you always. �

Come follow me, and I will give you rest."�

�

That’s Jesus speaking to each one of us. We will each 

have a turn, just not today, so don’t be afraid. Sharing 

and suppor"ng each other in the Funeral Mass is a very 

deliberate, measured, reveren"al and comfor"ng act of 

mercy.��

�

I think it’s a great gi4 to the family to hear the assembly 

sing these well�known hymns together with them. That’s 

why we’d like to reestablish our ad hoc funeral choir.  

Here’s how to join: send me your email to 

pbrockmann@stma�par.org, put Funeral Choir in the 

subject line�and I’ll let you know when and what we’ll 

sing. You gather with us 30 minutes ahead of "me to 

warmup, review the music and prepare ourselves 

spiritually.��

�

Not everybody can a�end every funeral, but we’ll only 

know which ones you can a�end if I know enough to 

invite you.��

Let us sing,�

Note from Our Music Director 

Peter Brockmann  

�

Wednesday, March 2, 2022�

�

Ash Wednesday Mass �

�

Ashes will be received during 

Celebration of the Eucharist �

�

9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. �

�

Palms from 2021 will be collected February 26/27�



FAITH FORMATION GATHERINGS�

Happy Winter School Break to our Faith Forma�on 

families.�

�

NO Faith Forma�on mee�ngs Sunday, February 20, 2022.�

�

�� In�person mee�ngs will resume Sunday, February 27�

�Grades 1 through 5� � � � � 8:30 � 9:45 a.m.�

�Grades 6 through 8� � � � � 6:00 � 7:10 p.m.�

�� Faith Forma�on schedule for Grades 1 through 8 

� March� 6��

 March 20�

 April� � � 3�

 April� � �10�

�

�� Confirma�on 1 (Grade 9) and Confirma�on (Grades10+)�

� � � �   � March 5 and April 2�

�

�

               Important Dates�

�

        First Eucharist� � � � � �

May� 7  during  4 p.m. Mass�

            Confirma�on� � � � � � �

May��1  during 10:00 a.m. Mass�

February 20, 2022                            Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Donna Anastas�

Conor Canavan�

Paul Cote�

Aline Desjardin�

Richard Desjardin �

 Craig Fallon�

LeAnne Gogel�

Jeanette Kirk�

Derek Ledoux �

Fr. Mike MacEwen�

Maura McGuinnesss�

       �

�

Edward McManus�

Richard Murray �

Debra Natoli�

Nick DiNitto�

Chris O’Brien � �

Ayn Paolella�

Jennifer Reis�

Raymond Sotek�

Andrew Tivnan�

Jane Walsh�

NOTICE:  If you would like to add a loved one to this prayer list, 

please email: admin@stmattpar.org.   �

FY 2022 GRAND ANNUAL 

Grand Annual Donations as of February 13, 2022�

�

�

�

Grand Annual FY 22 Goal:     $75,000�

Total Received (Thank you!):  $52,355�

Total to Reach Goal:� � �     $22,645
� �

             Percentage of Goal:        �    69.8%�

    No. Families Contributing:�96�

�

�

� We have extended our Grand Annual 

Campaign through the end of February, 

but please know you are still able to make contributions 

through June 30, 2022!  We are closing in on our goal 

and as you know these dollars go directly towards the 

operating budget. If you haven’t already, please prayerfully 

consider a donation online through WeShare, or drop into 

the Offertory Box. Thank you to those who have donated!�

WEEKLY OFFERTORY GOAL $4,000.00 
�

� Offertory Collection February 12/13�

�

Offertory Collection    � �       � $   2,569.00�

WeShare Offertory�    �� � � � $   1,360.00�           �  

� � � � � � � � � � � $   3,929.00�

�

Parish Maintenance:� � � � � $      408.00�

WeShare Parish Maintenance  � � $      335.00�

� � � � � � � � � � � $      743.00�

�

Mass Attendance:     119�

�

Special Collection�February 2022�
�

Support of the Church Around the World     Feb 26 / 27 �

Financial Update �

Fiscal Budget vs Actual 2022�

July 1 � January 31, 2022�

�

 Budget $ Actual $ Deficit 

Offertory  $112,942 $95,559 �$17,383 

Maintenance  $21,929 $19,526 �$2,403 



������� �� 	�. ������	�

     Welcome to the St. Matthias community as we 

join,  in�person once again, to the Celebration of  the 

Eucharist. The Safety Committee met by ZOOM on 

January 25 to re�evaluate the decision to pause 

Masses. Now that all numbers (cases and 

hospitalizations) are decreasing and it appears we are 

on the downside of this surge.�

� Current Masking and Seating Protocols �

� As of January 6, 2022, per the Archdiocese of 

Boston, masks are mandated to be worn at Masses, 

meetings and events until February 28, 2022. This is 

an extension from the previous mandate. �

1)� Masks are required at Masses, meetings and 

events at St. Matthias until February 28, 2022. 

Children under the age of five are not required to 

wear masks. Children under the age of two 

should not wear masks.  Should you forget a 

mask, masks will be available at the main 

entrance to the church.  Note: All indications are 

that N95 or KN95 masks are best against the 

current variant.  Doubling up surgical masks 

or wearing a surgical mask is still better than a 

cloth mask for your protection and the 

protection of others. �

2)� The right side of the church will remain with 

physical distance markers for attendees, but it is 

strongly encouraged that all attendees follow 

physical distancing guidelines as this is the 

best way to lessen each others risk of getting 

COVID. ���

� Though vaccination is not required to attend Mass, 

the Safety Committee urges those who have not been 

vaccinated, to consider receiving the vaccine, and for 

those who are concerned about their health status to 

act cautiously and in accordance with medical advice.�

�

Thank you for keeping our community safe.�  

February 20, 2022�

7
th

 Sunday of Ordinary Time�

�

“But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and 

lend without expecting anything back…”�LUKE 6:35�

�
�

     Easier said than done, right?�  But, if we are to 

imitate Christ, most of us need to practice mercy and 

compassion more frequently.�  Start with the little daily 

annoyances that we experience, the unkind word or 

hateful glance we receive.�  Instead of plotting revenge 

on that person, try saying a quick prayer for that 

person.�  Praying for our enemies doesn’t change them, 

it changes us.�  Mercy and compassion will keep us on 

the path to holiness.�

 St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

CMS, Inc.
Screened Loam • Bark Mulch

Crushed Stone • Sand
Crushed Gravel

Stone Dust
379 South St., Marlboro, MA

508-481-0011
www.cmsinc-ma.com

PHILLIP R. SHORT 
(508) 485-0180 | (508) 485-0855
95 WEST MAIN STREET
MARLBOROUGH, MA 01752 
shortandrowefuneralhome.com

Local People Helping
Local People

Pre-Need Planning  | Cremation Services | Off Street Parking

Slattery Funeral Home Inc.
Family Owned Since 1929

Directors
Alan P. Slattery • Regina Bonanno Slattery • Scott A. Johnston

508-485-0225
40 Pleasant Street, Marlborough

www.slatteryfuneralhome.com

(978) 562-5309
15 Bonazzoli Ave., Hudson, MA
Heating • Cooling • Maintenance
Family owned and operated!

www.chaveshvac.com



LOUIS MONTI
& SONS, INC.
MonuMental CraftsMen

Family Owned & Operated Since 1918

241 Maple Street, Marlboro

485-1990
www.Montimonuments.com

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

 A Full Service Company
 Cost Effective Flooring Solutions
  with Attention to Detail

344 Boston Post Road East • Marlborough, MA 01752
Phone: (508) 480-8552 • Fax: (508) 303-0730

www.TouchDownCarpet.com 

SUDBURY

712 Boston Post Road
“Experience you can trust!”

— The Martels —
443-RENT (7368)

1-800-564-RENT
www.sudburytaylor.com 

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.

Contact Mac Economy to place an ad today! 
meconomy@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6442


