
 

Parish Leadership 
Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 
 frobrien@stmattpar.org 
Doug Peltak, Senior Deacon 
 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 
Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 
 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 
Russ Morey, Senior Deacon 
 dcnmorey@stmattpar.org 
Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 
 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 
Peter Brockmann, Director of Music  
 pbrockmann@stmattpar.org 
April Lowe, Office Manager  
 alowe@stmattpar.org 
Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 
     ddoona@stmattpar.org  
Paul G. Coletti, Chair, Finance Council 
For HELP: St. Vincent dePaul Society   
 tel. no. 978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 The Lord’s Day 
 Pre-recorded Mass on-line Sundays by 10:00 AM at    
  www.stmattpar.org and facebook: @stmattpar 
  

  Weekend Masses in the Church 
   Saturdays    4:00 PM 
      Sundays  10:00 AM 
  

  Weekdays in the Conference Room Chapel 
   Mondays and  Tuesdays  9:00 AM 
  Holy Days:  As announced  
   

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community.  We offer classroom sessions for  
grade school children, a comprehensive Confirmation program, 
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  
Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 
two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 
the choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran. 
 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is currently celebrated by appointment 
with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the sacrament occur 
during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 
or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details . 
 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. Please 
complete a registration card online at https://www.stmattpar.org/
parish-registration or register at the parish office.  We look forward to 
welcoming you to our parish community. 

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255   Website: stmattpar.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/stmattpar 



      MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday, July 30 

Salvatore Ponterella — Birthday Memorial  
 

Sunday, July 31 

 Fritz Giesin — Memorial  
 

 

Saturday, August 6 

Edwin and Marjorie Conner —Memorial  
 

Sunday, August 7  

 Janet Landers and George DeBeaucourt Sr.  
Memorial  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
Week of July 31 

 

Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
 

 
 

 
9:00AM to 2:00PM 

 

During off-hours you may e-mail the office at any time 
at: admin@stmattpar.org  

or leave a voicemail at 508-460-9255. 

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH 

THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, July 30 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, July 31 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 10:00 a.m.  
 

Monday, August 1 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Downstairs Conference Room Chapel, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, August 2 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Downstairs Conference Room Chapel, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday, August 6 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, August 7  

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 10:00 a.m.  

Pre-recorded Mass can be found posted online 
on Facebook post Sundays by 10:00 AM. Just 
search @stmattpar  OR  Visit our website on 
your favorite browser at www.stmattpar.org 
to view the Mass from our homepage.  

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
    

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

July 30 and July 31 
 

First Reading:  Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23   
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11  
Gospel:         Luke 12:13-21 
 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

August 6 and August 7 
 

First Reading:   Wisdom 18:6-9   
Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19  
Gospel:         Luke 12:32-48 

Music for Celebrations of the Eucharist   

July 30 and July 31 
 

Gathering Song: At The Table of Jesus  

         booklet # 8 

Preparation:   Praise and Thanksgiving     
        hymnal # 784 

Communion:    I Received The Living God     
        hymnal # 809 

Recessional:  Alleluia Sing to Jesus    

        hymnal # 838 

Welcome into our faith community through the 
Sacrament of Baptism  

James Shorty Boyle 

(Outside of Mass — July 31 

Cole John Groske  

(Outside of Mass—August 7) 
 

Please pray for James Shorty Boyle and Cole 
John Groske and their families as they begin their 
journey of faith.  



July 31, 2022                                 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

  Several months ago, a representative group of 
Indigenous people from Canada visited Pope Francis to tell 
him personally of the horrors missionaries had committed 
among the tribes of Canada for more than a century.   

When one thinks of missionaries, the image of faith 
filled preachers of the gospels comes to mind, however this 
was not so in many instances in the Canadian provinces.  
The methods of the missionaries included forcing people to 
be baptized, forbidding them to practice their native faith 
traditions, taking their children away form them and placing 
them in residential schools where they were forbidden to 
speak their native language and were subjected to 
emotional, spiritual, and physical abuse.  Many of these 
children died in these schools and were buried in unmarked 
graves that are just now being discovered. 

This week Pope Francis made a visit to Canada to ask 
forgiveness for the incredible harm that was done to so 
many in the name of religion.  He met with survivors of the 
residential schools and with many Indigenous people. 
Sharing in their customs at a pow wow, he spoke to the core 
issue that laid the groundwork for the abuse: “It is necessary 
to remember how the policies of assimilation and 
enfranchisement, which also included the residential school 
system, were devastating for the people of these lands. 
When the European colonists first arrived here, there was a 
great opportunity to bring about a fruitful encounter 
between cultures, traditions, and forms of spirituality. Yet 
for the most part that did not happen.” 

The Pope continued: “Although Christian charity was 
not absent, and there were many outstanding instances of 
devotion and care for children, the overall effects of the 
policies linked to the residential schools were catastrophic. 
What our Christian faith tells us is that this was a disastrous 
error, incompatible with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is 
painful to think of how the firm soil of values, language and 
culture that made up the authentic identity of your peoples 
was eroded, and that you have continued to pay the price of 
this. In the face of this deplorable evil, the Church kneels 
before God and implores his forgiveness for the sins of her 
children (Pope John Paul II, Incarnationis Mysterium). I 
myself wish to reaffirm this, with shame and 
unambiguously. I humbly beg forgiveness for the evil 
committed by so many Christians against the Indigenous 
peoples.” 

This was truly an amazing moment. While just a start 
towards the healing of a great wrong committed by the 
church, Pope Francis took responsibility, expressed sorrow, 
sought forgiveness and a way forward.   

This example of discipleship is a model for us as well.  
Are we willing to take responsibility for the ways in which 
we may have harmed others, or do we refuse to even 
acknowledge that we may be in the wrong?  Are we humble 
enough to ask forgiveness for our failings? Are we willing 
to listen to the hurt the other person has experienced and try 
to mend a relationship by going forward in a healthier 
direction? 

 
 

It seems that in many parts of our society today 
admitting your wrongs, taking responsibility for them, and 
asking forgiveness for them is of very little value. Even 
seeking out the truth has fallen on hard times.  Perhaps the 
example of Pope Francis can inform us on the way in which 
a true disciple of Christ deals with the sinfulness of which 
we are all guilty. May the Holy Spirit continue to move 
through the hearts and minds of all followers of Christ 
helping us to overcome our failings and move ever closer to 
loving and serving each other as Christ taught us.  

From Fr. Fran 

 Our opening song this weekend is AT THE TABLE OF JESUS, 
with music by Joseph Brackett, Jr of Alfred Maine in 1848. 
The lyrics, based on Ubi Caritas, are by the Catholic 
Theology scholar and composer, Dr Tony Alonso.  
 

This music may be more popularly known as the hymn THE 
LORD OF THE DANCE, by Sydney Carter first published in 
1963, which takes the voice of Jesus in His Life and Passion. 
In Gather Comprehensive 2 (our ‘maroon’ hymnal) it is, ’TIS 
THE GIFTS TO BE SIMPLE, #657, which uses the original 
lyric. SIMPLE GIFTS is a popular song among a group of 
Christians known as the “Shakers” who are known for 
dancing during worship services. And in that case the 
closing line of ’til by turning, turning we come round right.’ 
which are clearly dance instructions, actually makes plenty 
of sense. 
 

Like many hymns we sing today, this song was largely 
unknown outside its first home (the Shaker community), 
until Aaron Copeland used it for the 'Appalachian Spring' 
ballet first performed in 1944.  
 

Tony Alonso didn’t just add words. He restructured the 
song too. What is normally considered the refrain is 
actually the verses section and what is often thought of as 
the verses section is sung, in the AT THE TABLE OF JESUS 
rendering, as the refrain. 
 

Even still, the combination of lyrics and music is both 
refreshing, memorable and clearly suited to the gathering 
song of a Mass in the heat of the summer - “Let our hearts 
be glad and reflect God’s love." 
 
Let us sing, 

A Note from Peter Brockmann, Director of Music 



July 31, 2022                                 Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Celebration for Fritz Giesin  
 

Sunday, July 31 after 10:00AM Mass 

Parish Hall  
 

    A special gathering will be held in celebration of our 
friend Fritz in the Parish Hall this Sunday July 31 
following 10:00 AM Mass. Breakfast fare will be 
served.  Come share memories of Fritz and maybe even 
a favorite song or two will be sung.    

  

     Watch your mail for Faith Formation registration 
materials that were mailed recently to all families who 
participated in gatherings during the 2021-2022 year. It is 
helpful for planning purposes if registrations are completed 
as soon as possible.  If you have questions regarding the 
registration process please contact April Lowe in the parish 
office at 508-460-9255 x101.  April will assist with the 
registrations during the month of July. 

     If you know families who have moved into our area and 
are interested in our Faith Formation meetings please let 
them know they are welcome to join our program and to 
either contact the office or provide mailing address so 
information can be forwarded to them. 

 If you are a new family who has moved into the area 
and would like your child(ren) to attend this coming year, 
blank registration forms are available to print out and fill 
out on our website at: https://www.stmattpar.org/
ffregistration110 or at the entrances to the church. 

   

Have a happy and healthy summer! 

FAITH FORMATION 

Weekday Mass — Week of July 31 

Weekday Mass will be held Monday and Tuesday   
9:00 AM — Downstairs Conference Room Chapel  

Donna Anastas 

Conor Canavan 

Lorraine Chute 

Paul Cote 

Alice Cox 

Joseph Cox  

Aline Desjardin 

Richard Desjardin  

Andrea Durant 

Craig Fallon 

LeAnne Gogel 

Tyler Hendrix  

Jeanette Kirk 

 

Derek Ledoux  

Maura  McGuinnesss 

Edward McManus 

Debra Natoli 

   Chris O’Brien   

John O’Malley 

Ayn Paolella 

Jennifer Reis 

Steve S.  

Raymond Sotek 

Muriel Swenor  

Andrew Tivnan 

Jane Walsh 

Lydia Whitcomb 

NOTICE: To add a loved one to this prayer list, please email:                             
admin@stmattpar.org.    

Join together at the monthly coffee social :  
     

   August 14 
  September 11 

   
Coffee and donuts will be served in the 
Parish Hall following the 10AM 
mass.   All are welcome.  
 

Marlborough Community Cupboard Collection weekends. 
Collections will occur the 2nd weekend of the month (August 
13/14 and September 10/11 to start).  There will be a bin 

available during Mass times at the entrances 
for collection of food/toiletry items for the 
cupboard   As we take comfort in a small treat 
with our parish family we can remember 
those less fortunate by bringing in a donation! 

Thank you for the July donations!   

UPCOMING EVENTS  

MISSION APPEAL WEEKEND 
 

Through the Missionary Cooperative 
Plan of the Propagation of the Faith 
Office of the Archdiocese of Boston: 
 

On the weekend of August 6 and 7, Fr. Ken Mazur will 
speak at all Masses about the work of the PIME Missionaries. 
Founded in Italy in 1850, PIME Missionaries are priests and 
brothers who dedicate themselves as lifelong messengers of 
the Gospel to those who have not yet heard the Word of God. 
They live and work alongside the poorest among us in 19 
countries, shedding light on the silent struggles of our 
brothers and sisters in the missions and connecting them to 
those with a spirit to help. Find out more at: 
www.pimeusa.org. 



OFFERTORY GIFTS 

  Please place your weekly or 
special collection offertory gifts in the 
Offertory box at the main entrance to 
the church.  There will be no passing of 
the basket during Mass until further 
notice.   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY  
 

Collections — July 23 and July 24 
 

Offertory Collection              $1,213.00 
WeShare Offertory          $   635.00 
WeShare Fees:         $     -3.33 
                     $ 1,844.67 

 
Deficit of the $4,000 weekly goal: -$  3,154.33 

 

Total Mass Count:    157 
  

Parish Maintenance Collection        $   130.00 
WeShare Offertory          $   240.00 
WeShare Fees:         $     -3.20 
                     $   366.80 

PARISH FINANCES  

JOIN WESHARE 

JUST A FEW SIMPLE STEPS  
          

To set up one-time or recurring 
donations to the Regular Offertory, 
using our online giving platform, 
WeShare by MinistryBrands, please use 
the QR-code or go to: 
wesharegiving.org\app\giving\stmatt. 
 

Donations throughout the summer are 
vital to the financial health for our Parish.  

St. Matthias — Tools for Schools Drive  
Donation drop-off  -  July 30/31 

 
St. Matthias parish will help the United Way 
of Tri-County with the Tools for School 
program.  The backpack school supply drive 
provides school necessities and items needed 
to prepare students for a productive school 

year.  You may fill a backpack with supplies, donate 
supplies or make a monetary donation.  Flyers with the 
school supply list can be found at the church entrances. List 
are also available in stores such as Walmart and Target..  
Items can be dropped off in the office on Monday, 
August 1 at the latest. 

 St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

Catering for all Occasions

Corporate & Private

Functions

Pickup Available

508-481-9537

31 Curtis Ave.
Marlborough, MA 01752

CMS, Inc.
Screened Loam • Bark Mulch

Crushed Stone • Sand
Crushed Gravel

Stone Dust
379 South St., Marlboro, MA

508-481-0011
www.cmsinc-ma.com

PHILLIP R. SHORT 
(508) 485-0180 | (508) 485-0855
95 WEST MAIN STREET
MARLBOROUGH, MA 01752 
shortandrowefuneralhome.com

Local People Helping
Local People

Pre-Need Planning  | Cremation Services | Off Street Parking

Slattery Funeral Home Inc.
Family Owned Since 1929

Directors
Alan P. Slattery • Regina Bonanno Slattery • Scott A. Johnston

508-485-0225
40 Pleasant Street, Marlborough

www.slatteryfuneralhome.com

(978) 562-5309
15 Bonazzoli Ave., Hudson, MA
Heating • Cooling • Maintenance
Family owned and operated!

www.chaveshvac.com



LOUIS MONTI
& SONS, INC.
MonuMental CraftsMen

Family Owned & Operated Since 1918

241 Maple Street, Marlboro

485-1990
www.Montimonuments.com

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

 A Full Service Company
 Cost Effective Flooring Solutions
  with Attention to Detail

344 Boston Post Road East • Marlborough, MA 01752
Phone: (508) 480-8552 • Fax: (508) 303-0730

www.TouchDownCarpet.com 

SUDBURY

712 Boston Post Road
“Experience you can trust!”

— The Martels —
443-RENT (7368)

1-800-564-RENT
www.sudburytaylor.com 

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.

Contact Thomas Jammalo
to place an ad today! 
tjammalo@4LPi.com
or (216) 325-6825 x6286


