
Parish Leadership 
Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor    frobrien@stmattpar.org 
Doug Peltak, Senior Deacon    dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 
Paul G. Coletti, Deacon     dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 
Russ Morey, Senior Deacon    dcnmorey@stmattpar.org 
Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 
           tsalafia@stmattpar.org 
Peter Brockmann, Music Director   pbrockmann@stmattpar.org 
April Lowe, Office Manager    alowe@stmattpar.org 
Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper         ddoona@stmattpar.org  
David Resendes, Maintenance    

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community.  We offer classroom sessions for  
grade school children, a comprehensive Confirmation program, 
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  
Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 
two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 
the choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran. 
 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is currently celebrated by appointment 
with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the sacrament occur 
during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 
or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details . 
 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. Please 
complete a registration card online at https://www.stmattpar.org/
parish-registration or register at the parish office.  We look forward to 
welcoming you to our parish community. 

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255   Website: stmattpar.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/stmattpar 

For HELP: St. Vincent dePaul Society   
 tel. no. 978-493-3037 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 The Lord’s Day 
 Pre-recorded Mass on-line Sundays by 10:00 AM at   
   www.stmattpar.org and facebook: @stmattpar 
  

  Weekend Masses in the Church 
     Saturdays    4:00 PM 
      Sundays  10:00 AM 
  

  Weekdays in the Conference Room Chapel 
   Mondays and  Tuesdays  9:00 AM 
        Holy Days:  As announced  



ST. MATTHIAS PARISH 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
Week of November 27 

 

 
 
 
 

Monday and Tuesday 

9:00AM to 2:00PM 
 

During off-hours you may e-mail the office at any time 
at: admin@stmattpar.org  

or leave a voicemail at 508-460-9255. 

THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, November 26 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Advent Giving Tree—Tags Available  
 

Sunday, November 27 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 10:00 a.m. 
 

Advent Giving Tree—Tags Available  
 

Monday, November 28 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Downstairs Conference Room Chapel, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, November 29 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Downstairs Conference Room Chapel, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Friday, December 2 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Downstairs Conference Room Chapel, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday, December 3 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Advent Giving Tree—Gift drop off  

Church Entrance   
 

Our Father’s Table—Gift Card Collection  

Place in Offertory Box  
 

Sunday, December 4  

Faith Formation Gatherings Grades 1 to 5 

Parish Hall, Classrooms, Conference Room 

8:45-9:45 a.m. 
Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 10:00 a.m. 
 

Faith Formation Gatherings  

Confirmation I and Confirmation II  

Church, 10:00 a.m. /Parish Hall until 11:45 a.m. 
 

Advent Giving Tree—Gift drop off  

Church Entrance   
 

Our Father’s Table—Gift Card Collection  

Place in Offertory Box  
 

Pre-recorded Mass can be found posted online 
on Facebook post Sundays by 10:00 AM. Just 
search @stmattpar  OR  Visit our website on 
your favorite browser at www.stmattpar.org 
to view the Mass from our homepage.  
  

Music for Celebrations of the Eucharist   

November 26 November 27 
 

Gathering Song:  The King Shall Come When   
  Morning Dawns 

                hymnal # 347 
 

Preparation:      Find Us Ready Lord   

        hymnal # 342 
 

Communion:        Take And Eat This Bread   

            booklet   
Recessional:      Prepare The Way  

        booklet   

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday, November 26 

Michael and Susan Giugno — Memorial  
  

Sunday, November 27 

Mary O’Connor — Memorial 
 

Saturday, December 3 

Michael Hart — Memorial  
  

Sunday, December 4  

Gorgonio & Benedicta Barcinas — Memorial 
 

Weekday Mass — Week of November 27 
 

Weekday Mass will be celebrated this week 

Monday,  Tuesday and Friday 

9:00 a.m.  Downstairs Conference Room 



November 27, 2022                                                             First Sunday of Advent 
From Fr. Fran 

 We begin a new liturgical year this weekend with the 
first Sunday in Advent.  The season gives us an opportunity 
to prepare our hearts and lives for Christmas, in a deeply 
spiritual way.  Our Advent liturgies, and especially the 
scriptures chosen for the season, reveal to us what Advent is 
all about, namely, celebrating the two different comings of 
Christ. 

The rhythm of our Advent scriptures will begin with a 
focus on Christ’s second coming, complete with visions of 
what might happen at “the end”. These stories from our 
tradition aren’t told to scare us, but to shake us into the 
realization that there is more to life than our daily struggles, 
that God has a master plan which includes our eternal life.  
As we travel on this road to eternity, we are to watch for the 
signs of God breaking into our world, especially in times 
when incivility, injustice, and self-preservation make it 
seem as if a dark apocalypse is upon us.   

 John the Baptist will then come to upset the rhythm 
of our daily lives with the rhythm of Advent. His cry to 
“prepare” won’t be reminding us to decorate the tree or 
wrap all those gifts. No, John will be challenging us to 
prepare a pathway in the world for Christ. But what does 
that mean? How will we accomplish that?   

First of all, John wants to stop us in our tracks. He 
wants us to look inward in order to live our lives as outward 
signs of Christ’s presence. The rhythm of Advent invites us 
to take John’s challenge seriously. If we heed John’s call to 
“repent”, or turn our lives around where needed, we will 
inevitably be led to reach out to others in new and deeper 
ways. We might find ourselves being kinder, more open-
hearted, and more forgiving of others once we’ve worked on 
our own faults and sinfulness. The rhythm of Advent 
renewal helps us to “reboot” our discipleship.    

  

As the second part of Advent unfolds, we will begin our 
immediate preparation for Christmas by listening to the 
story of Joseph and Mary and how they prepared for Jesus’ 
coming by saying a simple and profound “yes” to God.  If 
we have been flowing with the rhythm of Advent, we too 
will be ready to say our “yes” to God, and like Mary and 
Joseph, go in faith wherever that “yes” leads us.   

As you can see, Advent challenges us to a much deeper 
season of preparation than we are used to or comfortable 
with at this time of the year.  In reality, however, Advent 
doesn’t ask us to take on anything extra.  Advent simply 
invites us to become more of who we already are, beloved 
children of God, chosen in baptism to continue bearing 
Christ’s love, mercy, and forgiveness to a world that is 
always in need.  This is God’s gift and plan for us.  What 
will be our gift to God in return? 

 

2023 Grand Annual Kick-Off 
 

Throughout the month of December, we will be initiating 
our 2023 Grand Annual Collection.  As I mentioned last 
week, the Grand Annual is vital to the health of our parish.   

Because we did not reach our goal of $75,000 dollars last 
year, we ended FY 2022 with a $9,561 dollar deficit.  If we 
had reached the Grand Annual goal, that deficit would have 
been erased and we would have shown a modest profit. 

 This year’s Grand Annual is more crucial than ever, as 
we are moving towards becoming a Pastoral Collaborative 
with St. Michael Parish.  The stronger we are financially, 
the better  position we will be in as the Collaborative begins.   

A letter will be sent out the first full week of December 
to all parishioners on our mailing list announcing the 2023 
fundraiser.  Information packets will also be available in the 
benches.  Thanks in advance for your generosity. 

 

I was drafting a plan of the music for the coming Advent and 
Christmas season a few weeks ago and a question came up 
about singing the Gloria on the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (December 8). The 
idea is that we don’t sing the Gloria during Advent, right? 
But December 8 is clearly in Advent, true? 
 

The Gloria is a beautiful musical prayer meant to focus our 
praises at the beginning of Mass onto Jesus, the Son of God. 
We begin just like the angels did in Luke in praise of the 
nativity of Jesus, ‘Glory to God in the highest…’ That’s why 
we sing it at solemnities, Masses with Baptisms, 
Confirmations, Rites of Marriage or Holy Orders and that 
trumps the rules of the season and so we sing… Glory to God 
in the highest… on the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception. 
 

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on December 8 was first established by Pope 

Clement XI in 1708 as a Solemnity for the whole church.  The 
bishops of the US declared the Immaculate Conception as the 
patroness of the United States over 150 years ago.   
 

If you ever have a chance to visit Washington DC, you should 
check out the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception - a big, beautiful church, in the city on the grounds 
of the Catholic University of America. (Learn more: https://
www.nationalshrine.org). They have frequent tours and many 
daily Masses. 
 

I have visited DC many times - one year we attended a music 
ministry convention in Washington, and so, naturally, the Mass 
of the convention was at the Basilica. What a wonderful liturgy. 
2,000 music ministers - the processional included kites on long 
poles, lots of singing, and the gospel was chanted. Amazing 
worship. Amazing experience. Amazing grace.   
Let us sing! 
 

Peter Brockmann — Director of Music  

https://www.nationalshrine.org/
https://www.nationalshrine.org/


November 27, 2022                                                              First Sunday of Advent  

 

Faith Formation schedule is as follows:  
 

November 27 — No meetings 
  
December 4 
     Grades 1 through 5       8:45 — 9:45 am  Parish Hall 
 Confirmation I and II  10:00 am Mass following by 
  meetings in the Parish Hall until 11:45 am.  
 

December 11—No meetings  

FAITH FORMATION 

Donna Anastas 

Conor Canavan 

Stephen Chiasson 

Lorraine Chute 

Paul Cote 

Alice Cox 

Joseph Cox  

Aline Desjardin 

Richard Desjardin  

 

Andrea Durant 

Craig Fallon 

LeAnne Gogel 

Tyler Hendrix  

Derek Ledoux 

Maura McGuinnesss 

Debra Natoli 

   Chris O’Brien   

John O’Malley 

 

Ayn Paolella 

Jennifer Reis 

Steve S.  

Raymond Sotek 

Joseph Sousa 

Muriel Swenor  

Andrew Tivnan 

Jane Walsh 

Lydia Whitcomb 

NOTICE: To add a loved one to this prayer list, please email:                             
admin@stmattpar.org or call 508-460-9255. 

First Sunday of Advent 

 November 26 and November 27 
 

First Reading:      Isaiah 2:1-5  
Second Reading:    Romans 13:11-14  
Gospel:               Matthew 24:37-44   

 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 3 and December 4 
 

First Reading:      Isaiah 11:1-10  
Second Reading:    Romans 15:4-9  
Gospel:               Matthew 3:1-12    

HOLIDAY SOCIAL  

BAKE TABLE DECEMBER 11 
 

 The St. Matthias Bake Ministry is 
heating up and baking delicious treats for the St. 
Matthias Parish Holiday Social.  Please consider 
donating baked goods for the Bake Sale Table.  The 
event is being held December 11 from 11:00 AM —
1:00 PM.  Please contact Renee at 978-562-1047.  
More details to come.  

Our father’s table 

$10 gift card driVE 

 Each year, local churches who participate in Our 
Father’s Table by providing meals to those in need, are 
asked to provide an extra special something for the 
attendees at the annual holiday party. As last year, St. 
Matthias has volunteered to provide 50-$10 gift cards to 
either Dunkin Donuts or McDonald’s.  
     Could you provide 1 or 2 to help us reach this goal?  
Gift cards will be collected in the Offertory box on the 
weekends of December 3/4 & December 10/11. You 
may also bring gift cards directly to the Parish Office 
during Office Hours. Monetary contributions toward gift 
cards also welcomed (please label as OFT). 

 We are excited to once again offer our Advent 
Giving Tree tag selection!  Before or after masses on the 
first week of Advent (November 26 or 27), please take a 
tag   representing 1 gift out of 3 wish list gifts for 14 
children in the United Way Hope for the Holidays 
campaign as well as 2 children referred from our 
SVdP chapter.  Note: Each tag is not the only gift each 
child will receive. 
 There is a great need in our area once again this 
year as you might imagine. If you would like to sponsor 
an additional child, or know of anyone who would like to, 
please visit: www.uwotc.org/hope and click on the button 
“Sponsor a Child” (you can let them know you are donating 
as a member of St. Matthias in the sign-up, if you wish to).  
Share the link from our Facebook post if easier. 
 If you are unable to shop, perhaps a financial 
donation is an option for you: Credit card donations can 
be made via the UWOTC website at www.uwotc.org/
hope and click on “Donate” button to help out. 

 

 

 
THREE ways to help: 

 

1. Choose a tag on the weekend of November 26-27 
(gifts due to St. Matthias by Sunday, December 11). 

2. Choose your own child to sponsor by visiting: 
www.uwotc.org/hope. 

3. Donations welcome at www.uwotc.org/hope or 
make checks payable to St. Matthias Parish and 
volunteers will make purchases for you. 

  

All gifts are due to St. Matthias by Sunday, December 
11. If you prefer, financial donations for gift 
purchasing are requested by Sunday, December 4. 

2022 ADVENT GIVING TREE  

Gift TAG SELECTION November 26 & 27 

http://www.uwotc.org/hope
http://www.uwotc.org/hope
http://www.uwotc.org/hope
http://www.uwotc.org/hope
http://www.uwotc.org/hope


WEEKLY OFFERTORY  
 

Collections — November 19 and November 20 
      

 
DUE TO THE EARLY SUBMISSION OF THE 

BULLETION FOR THE THANKSGIVING 
HOLIDAY THE FINANACES FOR NOVEMBER 19 
AND NOVEMBER 20 WILL BE POSTED IN NEXT 

WEEK’S BULLETIN.   
  

——————————————- 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTION—DECEMBER  
 
 

 Parish Maintenance:   December 10 and 11 
 

 Clergy Retirement Trust: December 24 and 25   

PARISH FINANCES  

OFFERTORY GIFTS 

 Please place your weekly or special 
collection offertory gifts in the Offertory 
box at the main entrance to the church.  
There will be no passing of the basket 
during Mass until further notice.   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 

    If you are new member or family  to the parish who 
has not yet registered, please take a moment to complete a 
Parish Registration card.  The card gives you the option to 
receive weekly envelopes. The envelope service, Our 
Sunday Visitor, will mail a package of Envelopes to you 
each month in advance of the weekly mass for your cash 
or check donations and includes envelopes for regular 
weekly collections and special collections. By using 
envelopes you will receive a statement of donation at the 
end of the year that can be used for tax purposes. Parish 
Registration cards are at the entrances to the church and 
accessible on-line.  

JOIN WESHARE 

JUST A FEW SIMPLE STEPS  
          

To set up one-time or recurring donations to 
the Regular Offertory, using our online 
giving platform, WeShare by Ministry 
Brands, please use the QR-code or go to: 
wesharegiving.org\app\giving\stmatt. 
 

Donations throughout the summer are vital to the 
financial health for our Parish.   St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

Catering for all Occasions

Corporate & Private

Functions

Pickup Available

508-481-9537

31 Curtis Ave.
Marlborough, MA 01752

CMS, Inc.
Screened Loam • Bark Mulch

Crushed Stone • Sand
Crushed Gravel

Stone Dust
379 South St., Marlboro, MA

508-481-0011
www.cmsinc-ma.com

PHILLIP R. SHORT 
(508) 485-0180 | (508) 485-0855
95 WEST MAIN STREET
MARLBOROUGH, MA 01752 
shortandrowefuneralhome.com

Local People Helping
Local People

Pre-Need Planning  | Cremation Services | Off Street Parking

Slattery Funeral Home Inc.
Family Owned Since 1929

Directors
Alan P. Slattery • Regina Bonanno Slattery • Scott A. Johnston

508-485-0225
40 Pleasant Street, Marlborough

www.slatteryfuneralhome.com

(978) 562-5309
15 Bonazzoli Ave., Hudson, MA
Heating • Cooling • Maintenance
Family owned and operated!

www.chaveshvac.com



LOUIS MONTI
& SONS, INC.
MonuMental CraftsMen

Family Owned & Operated Since 1918

241 Maple Street, Marlboro

485-1990
www.Montimonuments.com

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

 A Full Service Company
 Cost Effective Flooring Solutions
  with Attention to Detail

344 Boston Post Road East • Marlborough, MA 01752
Phone: (508) 480-8552 • Fax: (508) 303-0730

www.TouchDownCarpet.com 

SUDBURY

712 Boston Post Road
“Experience you can trust!”

— The Martels —
443-RENT (7368)

1-800-564-RENT
www.sudburytaylor.com 

LET’S  
GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish! 

CONTACT ME  
Thomas Jammalo

tjammalo@4LPi.co 
(216) 325-6825 x6286


