
Parish Leadership 
Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor    frobrien@stmattpar.org 
Doug Peltak, Senior Deacon    dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 
Paul G. Coletti, Deacon     dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 
Russ Morey, Senior Deacon    dcnmorey@stmattpar.org 
Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 
           tsalafia@stmattpar.org 
Peter Brockmann, Music Director   pbrockmann@stmattpar.org 
April Lowe, Office Manager    alowe@stmattpar.org 
Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper         ddoona@stmattpar.org  
David Resendes, Maintenance    

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community.  We offer classroom sessions for  
grade school children, a comprehensive Confirmation program, 
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  
Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 
two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis and 
the choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran. 
 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is currently celebrated by appointment 
with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the sacrament occur 
during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 
or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details . 
 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. Please 
complete a registration card online at https://www.stmattpar.org/
parish-registration or register at the parish office.  We look forward to 
welcoming you to our parish community. 

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 

Phone: 508-460-9255   Website: stmattpar.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/stmattpar 

For HELP: St. Vincent dePaul Society   
 tel. no. 978-493-3037 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 The Lord’s Day 
 Pre-recorded Mass on-line Sundays by 10:00 AM at   
   www.stmattpar.org and facebook: @stmattpar 
  

  Weekend Masses in the Church 
     Saturdays    4:00 PM 
      Sundays  10:00 AM 
  Weekdays in the Conference Room Chapel 
   Mondays,  Tuesdays and Fridays 9:00 AM 
        Holy Days:  As announced  



ST. MATTHIAS PARISH 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
Week of December 25 

 

 
 
 
 

Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00AM to 2:00PM 
The office will be closed on Monday, 

December 26 in observance of Christmas! 
 

During off-hours you may e-mail the office at any time 
at: admin@stmattpar.org  

or leave a voicemail at 508-460-9255. 

THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Christmas Vigil, Saturday, December 24 

Christmas Carol Fest 

Church, 3:30p.m. 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 4:00p.m.  
 

The Nativity of the Lord, Sunday, December 25  

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 10:00a.m. 
 

Tuesday, December 27 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Downstairs Conference Room Chapel, 9:00a.m. 
 

The Feast of Mary, The Holy Mother of God Vigil, 

Saturday, December 31 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 4:00p.m.  
 

The Feast of Mary, The Holy Mother of God, 

Sunday, January 1 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 10:00a.m. 

Pre-recorded Mass can be found posted online on 
Facebook post Sundays by 10:00 AM. Just search 
@stmattpar  OR  Visit our website on your 
favorite browser at www.stmattpar.org to view 
the recorded Mass from our homepage.  
  

Music for Celebrations of the Eucharist   

December 24 and December 25 
 

Gathering Song:   O Come, All Ye Faithful  
 

Preparation:      Gloria In Excelsis Deo  
 

Communion:         Wood Of The Cradle   
 

Recessional:       Joy To The World   

 

 

 

Please refer to your worship booklet 
for all songs during this weekend’s 
Masses.  The choir will offer the 
Preparation song. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday, December 24, 4:00p.m. 

Anna & Al Fanning — Memorial 
 

Sunday, December 25, 10:00p.m. 

Robert Fischer — Memorial 
   

Saturday, December 31, 4:00p.m. 

Frank Ponterella & Mildred Ponterella — Memorial 
 

Sunday, January 1, 10:00p.m. 

Gilbert Myers — Memorial 

Weekday Mass — Week of December 25 
 

Weekday Mass will be celebrated this week on 

TUESDAY 

9:00a.m.  Downstairs Conference Room 

—————————- 

 Please note there will be no weekday Mass on  
Monday, December 26 as well as Friday, December 
30. 

CHRISTMAS ENVIRONMENT  
       

      If you would like to contribute to the 
Christmas Environment, which lasts through 
Epiphany Sunday, you will find special envelopes 
at the entrances to the church labeled “Christmas 
Flowers”. Please include the names of those you 

wish to memorialize on the envelope and place in Offertory 
Box.  Memorials will be listed in the Epiphany Sunday 
bulletin on January 8, 2022. 



December 25, 2022                                                           The Nativity of the Lord 
From Fr. Fran 

Christmas 2022 
 

 As we gather once more to celebrate the birth of Christ, 
we come as a pilgrim people, longing to see the star, to 
hear the angels’ song and to follow the shepherds in search 
of the place where Christ dwells.  The entire journey of our 
lives together leads us to the revelation that Christ is 
always here with us, desiring to give us love, peace and 
fulfillment.  We need not look any further for him than this 
place and this time. 
 Even within the sobering realities of life in 2022, within 
the violence, incivility, and injustice we see in the world, 
God is here. As people of faith, we continue to hope in 
Christ’s message of peace and are willing to trust that, 
through the difficulties and injustices we human beings 
bring upon each other, God is guiding us, God is bringing 
us peace, God is loving us. It is one of the greatest of life’s 
challenges for people of faith, to understand how God is 
accomplishing all this. 
 One way to recognize God working in our world is to 
recognize the implications of our baptism. Through 
baptism, God commissions us to be active peacemakers for 
the kingdom. God is relying on us to continue Christ’s 
mission.  One of the most powerful ways God works in the 
world is through us.  
 So then, let us celebrate the coming of the Prince of 
Peace, by doing what he did – welcoming everyone – 
especially the poor, the outcast and the disenfranchised – as 
guests at the table of God’s love.  If we make our best 
effort to do this, then we will be assisting Christ in his 
work among us. 
 On behalf of our parish staff, I wish you a blessed 
Christmas.  Wherever you find yourself on this day, may the 
light of Christ glow brightly for you. May you know how 
much you are loved and blessed by God, and how much God 
wants you to help Jesus be born once again into our world. 
 

Christmas Season Donations 
 

 Today’s Christmas Collection: Each year the 
Archdiocese of Boston designates the Christmas Day 
Collection in support of our retired and infirmed priests 
who have served our parishes faithfully over the years. 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 
 

 Special Christmas Season Parish Donation: Since our 
parish will be losing its normal Sunday collection on 
Christmas, I’d like to invite parishioners to consider a 
special donation during the Christmas Season, if you are 
able. You can do this online at WeShare, or by bringing an 
envelope with your donation to Mass from January 1st 
through 8th and mark it “Special Christmas Season 
Donation”. Thanks! 
  

The Christmas Season Liturgies 
 

As I mentioned in last week’s bulletin, the Christmas 
Season is a bit more compact this year since Christmas 
falls on a Sunday. We will be missing the Feast of the Holy 

Family, usually celebrated on the Sunday after Christmas, 
as well as the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which 
typically ends the Christmas Season on the Sunday after 
Epiphany. The remaining Feasts of the Christmas Season 
are: 
 

The Feast of Mary the Mother of God  

December 31/ January 1  
 

Feast of the Epiphany  

January 7/8 
 

Masses will follow our usual Sunday schedule: 

Saturday at 4PM and Sunday at 10AM. 
 

2023 Grand Annual  
 

 Our 2023 Grand Annual Collection is in full swing. 
Our goal this year is to raise $75,000 dollars.  All of which 
goes directly into our operating budget.  
 Letters and pledge forms are available in the pews 
today.  You are also able to contribute to the Grand Annual 
through our online giving program, WeShare. Please see 
our webpage for details. Whatever you are able to donate 
will be greatly appreciated. Thanks in advance for your 
generosity. 

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH  

CELEBRATON OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

CHRISTMAS SEASON  
 

Feast of Mary, the Mother of God 

Saturday, December 31 

4:00p.m 

Sunday, January 1 

10:00a.m.  
 

Epiphany of the Lord 

 Saturday, January 7 

4:00p.m. 

Sunday, January 8 

10:00a.m. 

A very special and heartfelt THANK 
YOU to the loyal bakers from the St. 
Matthias Baking Ministry, the 
Christmas Bazaar committee, 
parishioners for donations, local 
business as well as many other helpers 

and elves who made the Holiday Social and Basket Raffle a 
huge success.  We were able to make $3,043 in pre-sales and 
the day of event! 



December 25, 2022                                                           The Nativity of the Lord        

     A joyous Christmas wish to our families and 
friends.  Thank you, parents, for your support and 
prayers as we journey in faith with your children.. 
Thank you to our catechists and friends who help in 
many ways to keep our children grow in faith. 

     Faith Formation meetings will resume in 
2023.  Blessings to everyone. 

FAITH FORMATION 

Donna Anastas 

Conor Canavan 

Stephen Chiasson 

Lorraine Chute 

Paul Cote 

Alice Cox 

Joseph Cox  

Aline Desjardin 

Richard Desjardin  

Andrea Durant 

Craig Fallon 

Alfred Giancola 

LeAnne Gogel 

Tyler Hendrix  

Cathy Lajeunesse 

Derek Ledoux 

Maura McGuinnesss 

Debra Natoli 

   Chris O’Brien   

John O’Malley 

Ayn Paolella 

Jennifer Reis 

Steve S.  

Raymond Sotek 

Rick Smith 

Joseph Sousa 

Muriel Swenor  

Andrew Tivnan 

NOTICE: To add a loved one to this prayer list, please email:                             
admin@stmattpar.org or call 508-460-9255. 

Nativity of the Lord 

December 24 and December 25 
 

First Reading:   Isaiah 52:7-10 
Second Reading:    Hebrews 1:1-6 
Gospel:                  John 1:1-18 

 

The Feast of Mary the Mother of God  

December 31 and January 1 
 

First Reading:       Numbers 6:22-27 
Second Reading:     Galatians 4:4-7  
Gospel:                 Luke 2:16-21  

IN OUR THOUGHTS  AND PRAYERS 

INVITATION TO AN  

APPRECIATION BREAKFAST 
Sunday, January 8  

following 10:00a.m. Mass 

      

     All are invited to the Epiphany Breakfast on Sun-
day, January 8 following the 10:00a.m. Mass.  This 
gathering is  sponsored by our St. Matthias St. Vin-
cent de Paul chapter in thanks to members of the St. 
Matthias Community for your generous support. Please 
come and enjoy the food and companionship.  

Merry Christmas! 
Today’s musical selection are highly ‘tuned’ to the very 
special occasion that we celebrate today.  
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful - originally published by John Francis 
Wade (1711-1786) as ADESTE FIDELIS (Latin) in 1751. He was 
an English Catholic living in France and made a living of 
copying musical manuscripts he found in various libraries. So 
to many scholars, it is not clear if it was original or a product 
of his copyist service. The verse ’Sing, choirs of angels’ is 
frequently sung (as we will sing today) with a soprano 
descant with a re-harmonized organ accompaniment is an 
arrangement by Sir David Willcocks, published in 1961. 
 

Today debuts our preparation song Gloria, In Excelsis 
Deo by our pastor and resident composer, Francis P. 
O’Brien. It is written for three sections - Soprano, Second 
Soprano and Alto voices with piano and flute. We have 
been working on it for over a month and hope its 
message of joy and praise resounds loud and clear.  
 

The Communion processional, The Wood of the Cradle, 
also by Fr Fran has become a staple at St Matthias 
Christmas-time liturgies and is fast earning a similar 
position around the English-speaking world, was published 
in 2002. Normally sung with four verses, Fr Fran has graced 
our ministry with several additional seasonal verses that 
allows us to more closely fit the music to an extended 
Communion time.  
 

Joy to the World! with text by Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
and music by George Frederic Handel took ~130 years to 
come together in a form we would recognize today. It 
first appeared together in the 1848 edition 
of The National Psalmist, published by 
Lowell Mason, right here in Boston. 
 

Let us raise our voices together in song! 

Peter Brockmann — Director of Music 

From parishioner, Cathy Lajeunesse - Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart to the parishioners, choir 
members, and staff of St. Matthias who took time to 
cook meals; send flowers; and much more in the past 
few weeks following my surgery.  I thank you for 
continued prayers as I recover from illness.  God Bless 
and Merry Christmas! 



WEEKLY OFFERTORY  
 

Collections — December 10 and December 11 
      
Offertory Collection     $ 3,029.00 
WeShare Offertory         $ 1,955.00 
           $ 4,984.00 

Surplus towards the $4,000 weekly goal:  $ 984.00     

 

Parish Maintenance Collection   $ 1,269.00 
 Mass Attendance:     337 
 

Immaculate Conception Mass   $    390.00 
 Mass Attendance:       63 
 
 
 

Due to the early submission of the bulletin, the 
finances for the weekend of December 17 and 18 will 
be posted in next week’s bulletin.  
 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS  
 DECEMBER/JANUARY 

 

 Clergy Retirement Trust:  December 24 and 25 
 Parish Maintenance:    January 7 and 8 
 Church in Latin America:  January 21 and 22 

PARISH FINANCES  

OFFERTORY GIFTS 

 Please place your weekly or special 
collection offertory gifts in the Offertory 
box at the main entrance to the church.  
There will be no passing of the basket 
during Mass until further notice.   

JOIN WESHARE 

JUST A FEW SIMPLE STEPS  
          

To set up one-time or recurring donations to 
the Regular Offertory, using our online 
giving platform, WeShare by Ministry 
Brands, please use the QR-code or go to: 
wesharegiving.org\app\giving\stmatt. 

GRAND ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FY 2023 

 St. Matthias has kicked off our 2023 Grand Annual 
Collection.  This is our most important fundraiser of the 
year. Our goal this year is to raise $75,000 dollars.  All of 
which goes directly into our operating budget!  

 

If you have not received a packet in the mail, Grand 
Annual packets are in the pews.  If you would like to be 
added to our mailing list, please register for the parish using 
the card at the entrances to the church or go online to our 
website and click the button labeled “Parish Registration”. 
  St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

Catering for all Occasions

Corporate & Private

Functions

Pickup Available

508-481-9537

31 Curtis Ave.
Marlborough, MA 01752

CMS, Inc.
Screened Loam • Bark Mulch

Crushed Stone • Sand
Crushed Gravel

Stone Dust
379 South St., Marlboro, MA

508-481-0011
www.cmsinc-ma.com

PHILLIP R. SHORT 
(508) 485-0180 | (508) 485-0855
95 WEST MAIN STREET
MARLBOROUGH, MA 01752 
shortandrowefuneralhome.com

Local People Helping
Local People

Pre-Need Planning  | Cremation Services | Off Street Parking

Slattery Funeral Home Inc.
Family Owned Since 1929

Directors
Alan P. Slattery • Regina Bonanno Slattery • Scott A. Johnston

508-485-0225
40 Pleasant Street, Marlborough

www.slatteryfuneralhome.com

(978) 562-5309
15 Bonazzoli Ave., Hudson, MA
Heating • Cooling • Maintenance
Family owned and operated!

www.chaveshvac.com



LOUIS MONTI
& SONS, INC.
MonuMental CraftsMen

Family Owned & Operated Since 1918

241 Maple Street, Marlboro

485-1990
www.Montimonuments.com

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

 A Full Service Company
 Cost Effective Flooring Solutions
  with Attention to Detail

344 Boston Post Road East • Marlborough, MA 01752
Phone: (508) 480-8552 • Fax: (508) 303-0730

www.TouchDownCarpet.com 

SUDBURY

712 Boston Post Road
“Experience you can trust!”

— The Martels —
443-RENT (7368)

1-800-564-RENT
www.sudburytaylor.com 

LET’S  
GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish! 

CONTACT ME  
Thomas Jammalo

tjammalo@4LPi.co 
(216) 325-6825 x6286


