
Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community.  We offer classroom sessions for  
grade school children, a comprehensive Confirmation program, 
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled during Saturday 
or Sunday Masses.  Please call Deacon Doug at any time during 
pregnancy or at least two months in advance for information on 
baptismal catechesis and the choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran. 
 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is currently celebrated by appointment 
with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the sacrament occur 
during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 
or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details . 
 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. Please 
complete a registration card online at https://www.stmattpar.org/
parish-registration or register at the parish office.  We look forward to 
welcoming you to our parish community. 

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
Phone: 508-460-9255    

Website: www.stmattpar.org  

Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor   frobrien@stmattpar.org 

John Carmichael, Parochial Vicar   father.carmichael@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Senior Deacon  dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon    dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Russ Morey, Senior Deacon  dcnmorey@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

          tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Peter Brockmann, Music Director pbrockmann@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Office Manager   alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper  ddoona@stmattpar.org  

David Resendes, Maintenance    

Paul G. Coletti, Chair, Finance Council 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 

Weekend Masses in the Church 

Saturdays    4:00 PM 

Sundays   10:00 AM 

 Pre-recorded Mass on-line Sundays by 10:00AM at 
www.stmattpar.org and Facebook: @stmattpar 

 

  Weekdays in the Conference Room Chapel 

  Mondays,  Tuesdays, and Fridays      9:00 AM 
 

  Holy Days:   9 AM in Church or as announced 
  Confessions:   Saturdays    3:15 PM 

If you are in need of assistance, please call our St. 
Matthias St. Vincent dePaul Society volunteers at:                

978-493-3037 

THE  HOLY 

FAMILY  OF 

JESUS, 

MARY AND 

JOSEPH  



St. Matthias Parish 
THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 

 

Saturday, December 30 

Celebration of the Eucharist   

Church, 4:00 p.m. 
  

Sunday, December 31 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 10:00 a.m.  
 

Monday, January 1 

Celebration of the Eucharist  - New Year’s Day 

Church, 10:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday, January 2  

Celebration of the Eucharist   

Downstairs Chapel, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, January 3 

Choir Rehearsal  

Church, 7:00 p.m.  
 

Friday, January 5 
Celebration of the Eucharist   

Downstairs Chapel, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday, January 6 

Celebration of the Eucharist   

Church, 4:00 p.m. 
  

Sunday, January 7 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Church, 10:00 a.m.  
  

 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  

Week of December 31, 2023 
 

Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00AM to 2:00PM 
 

During off-hours you may e-mail the office at any time 
at: admin@stmattpar.org  

or leave a voicemail at 508-460-9255.  
 

The Parish will be closed  

Monday, January 1 

In celebration of the New Year 2024  

Pre-recorded Mass can be found posted online by Facebook 
post Sundays by 10:00 AM. Just search @stmattpar  OR  Visit 
our website on your favorite browser at www.stmattpar.org to 
view the recorded Mass from our homepage.  

FACEBOOK AND WEBSITE RECORDED OR 

LIVESTREAMED MASS 

Readings for the Holy Family of  
Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

December 30 and December 31 
 

First Reading:       Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 
Second Reading:   Colossians 3:12-21 
Gospel:                    Luke 2:22-40 
 

Readings for the Epiphany of the Lord 
January 6 and January 7 

 

First Reading:       Isaiah 60:1-6 
Second Reading:   Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
Gospel:                    Matthew 2:1-12 
 

 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

 Saturday, December 30 — 4:00 p.m. 

Richard Desjardin — Memorial   
  

 Sunday, December 31 — 10:00 a.m. 

    Nancy Capobianco— Memorial  
 

 

Saturday, January 6 — 4:00 p.m. 

Mary and Antonio Masciarelli — Memorial   
  

 Sunday, January 7 — 10:00 a.m. 

St. Matthias Parish Community  
 

 

 

 Celebration of the Eucharist 

Monday January 1, 2024 

10:00 a.m.— Church 
 

Begin the new year 2024 in prayer and  

fellowship with the parish community.  

(Not a Holy Day of Obligation) 



The Feast of the Holy Family 
 

While today’s feast can trace its distant origins to Saint 
Francois de Laval in the 17th century New France, art 
depicting the life of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph has been reverenced for many centuries prior to the 
official feast day. Local and regional liturgical celebrations 
date back to the 1600s under the encouragement of Pope 
Leo XIII. In 1921 Pope Benedict XV made the feast an 
official part of the liturgical calendar. While it has been 
celebrated on various days during the Christmas Season, 
since the reforms of 1969 it has been celebrated on the 
Sunday between Christmas and New Year’s Day. This 
feast celebrates the Holy Family as a model for Christian 
families of all shapes and sizes.  

So why relate all this background? Well, I think it’s 
good for us to know the origins of our feasts and traditions. 
It gives us a sense of history and an understanding of the 
flexibility of the shaping of our traditions. They don’t just 
spring out of nowhere.  

In each country, in each family, we celebrate many 
traditions. Often, we don’t stop to think of the meaning of 
those traditions; we just do them because it’s what we’ve 
always done at Christmas, or Thanksgiving, or a wedding. 
Some traditions may be cherished greatly; some may be a 
bit of a burden. Some may have been around for 
generations; some may be fairly new. Some may end 
because of the loss of family members, a change in 
physical distance, or a broken relationship.  

No matter, I think it is in our genes to gather and 
celebrate. As human beings we need the support, the love, 
and the festivities that our rituals provide. I encourage you 
to look a bit deeper into the traditions and rituals that you 
celebrate. Perhaps you may recover or discover the joyous 
origins of what is sacred to your family. Such reflections 
often lead us to remember relatives and friends, now home 
with God, who introduced a family tradition.  

Of course, for us Catholic Christians, the greatest sense 
of family, of tradition, and ritual is found at our celebration 
of the Eucharist. Here we gather with the Holy Family as a 
holy family. We are made holy here, not through any effort 
of our own, but through the birth, death, and resurrection of 
Christ. What a joy to know that God welcomes everyone 
with open arms. The “black sheep” of the family, the 
“bigoted uncle,” the family ne’er-do-well, the poor, the 
addicted, the refugee, the homeless, the persecuted, the self
-righteous, the self-absorbed, the weak, the strong, the 
bold, the mild, you name it – there is a place here at God’s 
table for all. Everyone is family to God. As such, everyone 
is family to us! 

The welcome God gives to each one of God’s family 
members is the welcome we are called to give too. It’s not 
an option. It comes with our baptism. So, as the old year 
ends and we look forward to the new, can we be resolved 
to be more welcoming to God’s and our family members? 
All it takes is an open and humble heart.  

This might be the best, and toughest New Year’s 
resolution we’ll ever make. However, it will bring us closer 
to God as we become closer to God’s family members. 
Even the one who loves to mutter “bah-humbug!” 

Special Christmas Season Parish Donation 
 

As the season of giving continues, I’d like to invite 
those parishioners who are able to consider a special 
Christmas Season donation to the parish. You can do this 
online at WeShare, or by using the green envelopes in 
the pews. Please deposit your donation in the Offertory 
Box at the back of the church between December 30th 
and January 7th.  Checks should be made out to St. 
Matthias Parish with “Special Christmas Donation” in 
the note. Thanks! 

 
Feast of Mary, The Mother of God, January 1

st
 

 
This Monday, January 1st, we celebrate Mary, the 

Mother of God. Through her intercession we ask God 
our Creator to bless us and give us the courage, wisdom 
and strength that Mary had as she accepted and lived out 
God’s plan for her. 

Since this feast falls on a Monday, the obligation to 
celebrate the feast at the table of the Eucharist is lifted.  
This doesn’t mean that we won’t have mass! 

Pease join us on New Year’s morning at 10AM as 
we gather in honor of Mary and greet the New Year as 
disciples of her son.   

From Fr. Fran 



December 31, 2023               The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 FAITH FORMATION  
 

The catechists and families of Faith Formation offer a 
prayer for 2024: 
 

      Lord, You make all things new. 
     You bring hope alive in our hearts 
     And cause our spirits to be born again 
     Thank you for this new year. 
     For all the potential it holds. 
     Come and kindle in us 
     A mighty flame 
     So that in our time, many will 
           see the wonders of God 
      And live forever to praise 
           your glorious name.          Amen   

Author unknown Jesuit Resource.org 
  . 

Faith Formation families extend a  
Happy and Holy 2024. 

   
Faith Formation meetings will resume January 21, 2024. 

A note from our music director   

Peter BrockmanN 
 

     We’re getting close to the end of the year. A very good 
time to take stock in one’s life and make plans to do things 
differently. 
 

     If you’re not sure what to change, here’s a suggestion: 
join the choir. 
 

     First of all there is a need: we need more voices, especially 
men’s voices. If we had more voices, we could do more 
sophisticated settings of the works in our repertoire; we 
could create different musical effects - some verses for 
women, some verses for men, some verses in unison, others 
in parts. 
 

     Secondly, you may have a need for fellowship. Choir 
members get to know each other both in and outside of the 
Mass. We rehearse on most Wednesday evenings and 
genuinely care for each other. We learn to count on each 
other, share meals from time to time, party together, and 
often attend each other’s theatrical or community choir 
events. 
 

     Thirdly, you may imagine yourself exploring a deeper 
relationship with your faith. In the choir, we rehearse the 
coming week’s musical treasures and then explore the rich 
heritage of the seasons of Lent, Triduum, Easter, Ordinary 
Time, Advent and Christmas. It’s a seasonally-oriented 
church calendar and we are in it for the long game, so 
despite the great sum of works we know, we only work on a 
little bit at a time, so it really isn’t that overwhelming. 
 

     Fourthly, you’d like to further develop your breathing, 
singing, playing, musical appreciation or have an instrument 
that you’d like to play more often - like, at Mass. 
 

     If these reasons (or any other) are interesting for you, you 
can reach out to me by email or phone, (Peter Brockmann, 
pbrockmann@stmattpar.org, 508-904-0171) or speak to any 
of our choir members. Both they and I will be happy to 
answer questions and invite you to our next rehearsal,.  

 

Let Us Sing!  

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS  
  

      One of the many delights of the Christmas season is 
the beautiful decorations.  You are invited to help our 
parish with a contribution towards the Christmas 
Flowers.  Please place your donation and the names of 
those you wish to memorialize in the “Christmas 
Flower” envelopes.  You may place the envelope in the 
collection box or return it to the parish office.  If you 
choose to donate via WeShare, please be sure to include 
the memorial information. Memorial names will be 
posted in upcoming bulletins.   

NOTICE: To add a loved one to this prayer list, please email:                             
admin@stmattpar.org or call 508-460-9255. 

Susan Brigham O’Malley  
Alice Cox 

Joseph Cox  
Conor Canavan 

John “Jack” Chamberlain  
Aline Desjardin 
Andrea Durant 
Claire Fallon 
Craig Fallon  

Rachael Goulet 
Rosalie Green  
Tyler Hendrix 
Marie Mangan 
Keith Morey 

Marge Shea Burke  
Jane Walsh 

Lydia Whitcomb 
Sharon and David 



GRAND ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FY 2024 
As of 12/10/23  

 
 St. Matthias 2024 Grand Annual Collection is 
underway and we are so thankful to all have contributed to 
date.  This is our most important fundraiser of the year. Our 
goal this year is to raise $80,000 dollars.   
    All donations go directly into our 
operating budget!  
 

Donation Total:     $40,115. 

Remaining to reach goal:   $39,885 

Percentage of goal achieved:    50%  

Participating Families:        66 
 

Thank you for your contributions!  

WEEKLY OFFERTORY GOAL 

$4,000.00 
 

December 16 and December 17 
Offertory Collection 

 

Offertory Collection              $ 2,410.00 
WeShare Offertory           $    875.00 
                $ 3,285.00 
 

 *Deficit to our weekly goal:  $715.00 
   

   Mass attendance:    272 
 

Due to the early submission of this bulletin the Christmas 
Clergy Trust collection totals  will be posted  

in next week’s bulletin.   
 

Thank you for your continued donations. 
 

  OFFERTORY GIFTS 
 Please place your weekly or special 

collection offertory gifts in the 
Offertory box at the main entrance to the 
church.  There will be no passing of the 
basket during Mass until further notice.   

  

JOIN WESHARE IN  

JUST A FEW SIMPLE STEPS  
          

To set up one-time or recurring donations 
to the Regular Offertory, using our online 
giving platform, WeShare by Ministry 
Brands, please use the QR-code or visit 
wesharegiving.org\app\giving\stmatt. 

 St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

Catering for all Occasions

Corporate & Private

Functions

Pickup Available

508-481-9537

31 Curtis Ave.
Marlborough, MA 01752

CMS, Inc.
Screened Loam • Bark Mulch

Crushed Stone • Sand
Crushed Gravel

Stone Dust
379 South St., Marlboro, MA

508-481-0011
www.cmsinc-ma.com

John P. Rowe III 
508-485-0180 | 508-485-0855
95 WEST MAIN STREET
MARLBOROUGH, MA 01752 
shortrowefuneralhome.com

Local People Helping
Local People

Pre-Need Planning  | Cremation Services | Off Street Parking

Slattery Funeral Home Inc.
Family Owned Since 1929

Directors
Alan P. Slattery • Regina Bonanno Slattery • Scott A. Johnston

508-485-0225
40 Pleasant Street, Marlborough

www.slatteryfuneralhome.com

(978) 562-5309
15 Bonazzoli Ave., Hudson, MA
Heating • Cooling • Maintenance
Family owned and operated!

www.chaveshvac.com

Marlborough
495 Boston Post Rd East

(508) 229-0407

4:30am-6pm
everyday



LOUIS MONTI
& SONS, INC.
MonuMental CraftsMen

Family Owned & Operated Since 1918

241 Maple Street, Marlboro

485-1990
www.Montimonuments.com

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

 A Full Service Company
 Cost Effective Flooring Solutions
  with Attention to Detail

344 Boston Post Road East • Marlborough, MA 01752
Phone: (508) 480-8552 • Fax: (508) 303-0730

www.TouchDownCarpet.com 

SUDBURY

712 Boston Post Road
“Experience you can trust!”

— The Martels —
443-RENT (7368)

1-800-564-RENT
www.sudburytaylor.com 

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Bill Ames

bames@4LPi.com 
 (800) 477-4574 x6424

Retire Well. Retire Here. 
At Pleasant Hill, we offer more than just a community, 

we offer worry-free independent retirement living. 
Designed exclusively for adults 55 and over, we take care 
of everything with one monthly price and no buy-in fee, 

so you can enjoy the good things in life.

Crowley Drive • Marlborough, MA • PleasantHillRetirement.com

Call today to learn more! 774-251-9272


