
Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 
appearance, a true Christian community. 
 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 
God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us and 
then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 
Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 
individuals and as a community.  We offer classroom sessions for  
grade school children, a comprehensive Confirmation program, 
intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 
enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-760-4105), 
offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 
also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 
Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 
Christian community and are interested in learning more about 
initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 
Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 
 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 
children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled during Saturday 
or Sunday Masses.  Please call Deacon Doug at any time during 
pregnancy or at least two months in advance for information on 
baptismal catechesis and the choosing of godparents. 
 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 
sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran. 
 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 
Penance and Confession, is currently celebrated by appointment 
with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the sacrament occur 
during Advent and Lent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, or 
confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and anointed 
with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in the home 
or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more details . 
 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 
months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 
marriage preparation. 
 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. Please 
complete a registration card online at https://www.stmattpar.org/
parish-registration or register at the parish office.  We look forward to 
welcoming you to our parish community. 

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway Street  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
Phone: 508-460-9255    

Website: www.stmattpar.org  
Facebook: facebook.com/stmattpar 

Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor    frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Senior Deacon   dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon    dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Russ Morey, Senior Deacon   dcnmorey@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

          tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Peter Brockmann, Music Director  pbrockmann@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Office Manager    alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper   ddoona@stmattpar.org  

David Resendes, Maintenance    

Paul G. Coletti, Chair, Finance Council 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 
 

Weekend Masses in the Church 

Saturdays    4:00 PM 

Sundays   10:00 AM 

 Pre-recorded Mass on-line Sundays by 10:00AM at 
www.stmattpar.org and Facebook: @stmattpar 

 

  Weekdays in the Conference Room Chapel 

  Mondays,  Tuesdays, and Fridays      9:00 AM 
 

  Holy Days:   9 AM in Church or as announced 
  Confessions:   Saturdays    3:15 PM 

If you are in need of assistance, please call  

St. Matthias St. Vincent dePaul Society volunteers           
978-493-3037 



St. Matthias Parish 
THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS  

 

 

Saturday, February 17 

Celebration of the Eucharist   

Church, 4:00 p.m. 
   

Sunday, February 18 

Celebration of the Eucharist with Baptism 

Church, 10:00 a.m.  

Coffee Social  

Following 10:00 a.m. Mass in the Parish Hall  
 

Monday, February 19 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

Downstairs Chapel, 9:00 a.m. 

Parish Office Closed  
 

Tuesday, February 20 

Celebration of the Eucharist   

Downstairs Chapel, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, February 21 

Choir Practice  

Church, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, February 23 

Celebration of the Eucharist   

Downstairs Chapel, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday, February 24 

Celebration of the Eucharist   

Church, 4:00 p.m. 

CORI Processing 

Following Mass — Main Church Entrance  
   

Sunday, February 25 

Celebration of the Eucharist with Baptism 

Church, 10:00 a.m.  

CORI Processing 

Following Mass — Main Church Entrance  

Faith Formation — Grades 6 through  8   

Mass 10:00 a.m. / Parish Hall until 11:45 a.m.  

 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  

Week of February 18, 2023 
 

Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00AM to 2:00PM 
During off-hours you may e-mail the office at any time 

at: admin@stmattpar.org  

or leave a voicemail at 508-460-9255.  

Parish office will be Closed  

Monday, February 19 for President’s Day  

Pre-recorded Mass can be found posted online by Facebook 
post Sundays by 10:00 AM. Just search @stmattpar  OR  Visit 
our website on your favorite browser at www.stmattpar.org to 
view the recorded Mass from our homepage.  

FACEBOOK AND WEBSITE RECORDED OR 

LIVESTREAMED MASS 

Readings for the First Sunday of Lent 
February 17 and February 18 

 

 

First Reading:       Genesis 9:8-15 
Second Reading:   1 Peter 3:18-22 
Gospel:                    Mark 1:12-15 
 

Readings for the Second Sunday of Lent 
February 24 and February 25 

 

 

First Reading:       Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 
Second Reading:   Romans 8:31b-34 
Gospel:                    Mark 9:2-10 
 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, February 17 — 4:00 p.m. 

Jeff Chapman — Memorial  

  

 Sunday, February 18 — 10:00 a.m. 

Memorial  

John and Laura Sousa 

John and Deolinda Roque 
 

Saturday, February 24 — 4:00 p.m. 

Harry and Winifred Bellan — Memorial  

  

 Sunday, February 25 — 10:00 a.m. 

Reverend Ray Goulet — Memorial  

COFFEE SOCIAL  
FEBRUARY 18 

Parish Hall Following 10:00 am Mass  
 

      Please join the parish community for friendship, 
conversation and coffee following Mass  in the 
Parish Hall this Sunday, February 18.  

     The St. Vincent dePaul group will be attending the 
breakfast.  Speak with a representative to find out 
more about how you can join to help others.   



     At our most recent Parish Pastoral Council meeting 
we discussed all that has happened since we learned in 
June that the archdiocese determined St. Matthias would 
not become part of a Pastoral Collaborative but would 
remain a stand-alone parish. There was a feeling of 
frustration with the archdiocese, especially after the work 
our PPC put into educating the parish as to what becoming 
a Pastoral Collaborate entailed.  You may remember that 
we had parish-wide meetings and members of the PPC 
wrote a series of bulletin inserts centered around topics of 
importance as we looked forward to what would happen in 
June of 2023. 
 In June I was asked to take on a new assignment at a 
Pastoral Collaborative that consisted of two parishes. That 
assignment would commence with the retirement of the 
current pastor. Until that time, I would remain here. Since 
June, the archdiocese decided to dissolve that Pastoral 
Collaborative and I was asked to become pastor of one of 
the two parishes.  That is where we still stand now.  While 
the dissolving of the Pastoral Collaborative has yet to get 
underway, due to a few archdiocesan channels that have to 
be worked through, it is the hope that by June 1st I will 
take up my new assignment.  
 Members of the PPC thought it would be good to meet 
with Bishop Mark O’Connell, the Vicar General of the 
archdiocese, to discuss their feelings about all that has 
happened and what the future holds for St. Matthias 
Parish.  Bishop Mark, who runs the day-to-day business of 
the archdiocese, expressed his willingness to meet. We 
have set up a meeting for Tuesday, March 5th at which 
time he will gather with our staff, PPC, and Finance 
Council.   
 In preparation for that meeting, I am inviting 
parishioners to e mail me with questions and concerns 
that you would like the PPC to address with Bishop 
Mark.  
 I can certainly understand parishioners’ frustrations 
with all of this; they echo my own. However, it is 
necessary to look at how our parish fits into the bigger 
picture that is the Archdiocese of Boston to gain an 
understanding of the complexities of what we are 
experiencing.  
 The Pastoral Collaborative initiative was born out of 
the projection that a number of parishes would not be able 
to continue to survive on their own and that the number of 
active priests would be decreasing as the priestly 
population ages.  That, coupled with a renewed focus on 
evangelization led to the collaborative initiative. As with 
any undertaking of such great proportions there have been 
success stories and failures.  

St. Matthias was originally scheduled to collaborate 
with both Immaculate Conception and St. Michael.  Early 
on, the pastors agreed that this was untenable. Our 
collaborative partners and starting dates shifted with the 
passing years until, what we thought was the final 
decision, was announced for a June 2023 starting date with 

our collaborative partner, St. Michael. It appears that this 
date was set by the archdiocese as the conclusion of the 
entire Pastoral Collaborative initiative. Realizing the 
complexity of accomplishing this, the archdiocese made 
some changes. And here we are today. 

Frustration with the way in which all this was handled 
is justified.  But after a number of conversations with 
Bishop Mark and Fr. Soper who directed the Pastoral 
Collaborative process, I have come to appreciate how 
challenging and difficult this is on so many levels.  We as 
parishioners of one particular parish see this through the 
lens of St. Matthias, while those in the archdiocese are 
missioned to see and respond to the bigger picture. Often it 
feels like the world of the parish and the world of the 
archdiocese are on two different courses.  While there is 
some truth to this, we need to recognize that we are a part 
of one archdiocese and that the needs of individual 
parishes, while extremely important, must be seen in the 
light of the whole.   

Personally, while I would love to stay here at St. 
Matthias, I am also excited about the new opportunity 
ahead.  It will be a challenge for me to move on after 22 
years, and a challenge for St. Matthias to move in a new 
direction with a new pastor/ administrator. So let us pray 
for one another during this Lenten season. May we walk 
together in faith as we renew our commitments to God, the 
church, and one another.  

From Fr. Fran 

WINTER WEATHER CANCELLATIONS FOR 

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH 
 

In all the following circumstances, a notice of cancellation 
will be found on the parish website, phone system 

voicemail, and Facebook page. 

• When it snows on a weekday, and the Marlborough 
Schools are closed, the Parish Office will be closed and 
morning Mass will be canceled. (Notice will be posted 
by 8AM.) 

• There may be some snowy mornings  when we will 
cancel Mass even though Marlborough schools are open.  
This will be due to conditions around the church. (Notice 
will be posted by 8AM.) 

• If there are day and evening activities scheduled during 
a snowy period,  please check the website frequently to 
see if your activity is on or off. 

• In rare cases, the Saturday 4PM Mass and/or Sunday 
10AM Mass may be cancelled. Look for word of those 
cancellations on the website and voice mail. 

• If Sunday Faith Formation classes are canceled, notice 
will be carried on our local TV stations as well as on 
our parish resources. 

February 18, 2024                                                                     First Sunday of Lent   



 FAITH FORMATION  
   

Faith Formation schedule for February is as follows: 
 

No Classes February 18—President’s Day Weekend  
 

 Sunday, February 25 
  Grades 6 through 8 10:00 a.m. Mass—11:45 a.m.  
 10:00 a.m. Mass followed by meetings  in the parish 
 hall until 11:45 a.m.  
 
 Sunday, March 3 
  Grades 1 through 5 8:45 a.m. Mass—9:45 a.m.  
 Parish Hall/Classrooms  
 
Friday, March 8—Lenten Penance Service 
 Grade 2—First Eucharist Students  
     with St. Matthias Parish community  
  Church  7:00 p.m.  

NOTICE: To add a loved one to this prayer list, please email:                             
admin@stmattpar.org or call 508-460-9255. 

Alice Cox 
Joseph Cox  

Conor Canavan 
John “Jack” Chamberlain  

Aline Desjardin 
Andrea Durant 
Claire Fallon 
Craig Fallon  

Rachael Goulet 
Rosalie Green  

Tyler Hendrix 
Marie Mangan 
Keith Morey 
Ellie Signa 

Marge Shea Burke  
Linda Thomasino 

Jane Walsh 
Lydia Whitcomb 

Sharon and David 
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CORI FORMS 
 

     All volunteers will be receiving a CORI form in the mail 
in the coming weeks.  CORI forms will be processed the 
weekends of February 24/25 and March 2/3.  When hand-
ing in your form, please have a government issued form of 
ID, such as a driver’s license, available for a CORI coordina-
tor to view.  Please note that a form must be completed 
even if you have already filled out a form for a school or 
other organization.   
     Upon submission of CORI form, you will receive the 
Code of Ministerial Behavior for the Archdiocese of Boston 
at that time as well.   

     If you have any questions please contact April Lowe at 
admin@stmattpar.org or call the parish office 508-460-9255.  

LENTEN CALENDAR  
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 TRIDUUM MEETING  
 

Downstairs Conference Room — 7:00 PM  
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 1  
 

Stations of the Cross — 5:30PM 
Simple Lenten Supper — 6:00PM  

 

FRIDAY, MARCH 8 — LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE 
 

Church — 7:00PM  

A note from our music director   

Peter BrockmanN 
 

Welcome to Lent! 
 

     Over the next five weeks we are toning down the 
musical dimension in our normally exuberant weekend 
liturgies so that our Holy Week festivities would be a 
bigger contrast in beauty, sorrow and ultimately joy.  
 

     You can witness the season through several aspects 
- no Gloria is sung, the Gospel Acclamation of “Alleluia!” 
is converted to the more verbose “Praise to you Lord 
Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!”, and the 
recessional hymn, is replaced by a humble instrumental 
only offering. Sigh. Let us have hope in the return of 
these wondrous musical prayers. The Gloria! returns on 
Holy Thursday on March 29, the Alleluia! and 
recessional hymn return at the Easter Vigil on March 30. 
 

     Also, this Lent, we’ll be singing the Mass of Creation 
by Marty Haugen. This is probably the most well-known 
Mass Setting in the US Catholic Church. For this 
reason, we normally reserve it at St Matthias as the 
Mass Setting for funerals, so that family members and 
mourners from out of town can be comforted with music 
they know. It is good for us all to know how this Mass 
setting goes.                                              Let us sing! 

 Join Our Triduum Preparation Team 

Tuesday, February 27 — 7:00 PM  
 

 

 The highlight of our liturgical year is the Paschal 
Triduum, encompassing the liturgies of Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil/Easter 
Sunday.  

 It is our tradition at St. Matthias to have a group of 
parishioners do the preparation for these liturgies. 
There are small and large tasks involved. There is 
something for everyone - from coordinating a specific 
liturgy, to helping with the foot washing on Holy 
Thursday, to serving in one of the liturgical ministries.   
 Our Triduum Planning Group will meet for the 
first time Tuesday Evening, February 27th  at 7:00 
p.m. in the parish hall.  This meeting is open to 
everyone. You need not be an active member of a 
liturgical ministry to participate. Is the Holy Spirit 
calling you to help make this year’s Easter Triduum a 
prayerful and joyful experience? Come and see.  



GRAND ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FY 2024 
As of 2/11/24 

 

 St. Matthias 2024 Grand Annual 
Collection is progressing nicely and we are 
so thankful to all have contributed to date. 
This is our most important fundraiser of the 
year. Our goal this year is to raise $80,000 
dollars.   
    All donations go directly into our 
operating budget!  
 

Donation Total:     $58,635 
Remaining to reach goal:   $21,365 
Percentage of goal achieved:    73%  
Participating Families:        98 

 

Thank you for your contributions!  

WEEKLY OFFERTORY GOAL 

$4,000.00 
 

 

February 10 and February 11 
Offertory Collection 

 

Offertory Collection              $ 2,632.00 
WeShare Offertory          $ 1,525.00 
                $ 4.157.00 
 

 *Surplus to our weekly goal:  $  157.00 
 

Parish Maintenance Collection     $1,085.00 
 

Mass attendance:   239 
 

 

Special Collections — February 2024 
 

  February 24/25 — Church Around the World  

JOIN WESHARE IN  

JUST A FEW SIMPLE STEPS  
          

To set up one-time or recurring donations 
to the Regular Offertory, using our online 
giving platform, WeShare by Ministry 
Brands, please use the QR-code or visit 
wesharegiving.org\app\giving\stmatt. 

CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD  
 

SECOND COLLECTION FEBRUARY 24 AND 25  
 

      Next week’s second collection will support the Church 
in those underdeveloped areas of the world. Catholic Relief 
Services (CRS), the Church in Africa and in Central and 
Eastern Europe and three important national Catholic 
missions: The Military Archdiocese, Home Missions, and 
the Black and Indian Missions.  

 St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

Catering for all Occasions

Corporate & Private

Functions

Pickup Available

508-481-9537

31 Curtis Ave.
Marlborough, MA 01752

CMS, Inc.
Screened Loam • Bark Mulch

Crushed Stone • Sand
Crushed Gravel

Stone Dust
379 South St., Marlboro, MA

508-481-0011
www.cmsinc-ma.com

John P. Rowe III 
508-485-0180 | 508-485-0855
95 WEST MAIN STREET
MARLBOROUGH, MA 01752 
shortrowefuneralhome.com

Local People Helping
Local People

Pre-Need Planning  | Cremation Services | Off Street Parking

Slattery Funeral Home Inc.
Family Owned Since 1929

Directors
Alan P. Slattery • Regina Bonanno Slattery • Scott A. Johnston

508-485-0225
40 Pleasant Street, Marlborough

www.slatteryfuneralhome.com

(978) 562-5309
15 Bonazzoli Ave., Hudson, MA
Heating • Cooling • Maintenance
Family owned and operated!

www.chaveshvac.com

Marlborough
495 Boston Post Rd East

(508) 229-0407

4:30am-6pm
everyday



LOUIS MONTI
& SONS, INC.
MonuMental CraftsMen

Family Owned & Operated Since 1918

241 Maple Street, Marlboro

485-1990
www.Montimonuments.com

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Matthias, Marlborough, MA 03-0482

 A Full Service Company
 Cost Effective Flooring Solutions
  with Attention to Detail

344 Boston Post Road East • Marlborough, MA 01752
Phone: (508) 480-8552 • Fax: (508) 303-0730

www.TouchDownCarpet.com 

SUDBURY

712 Boston Post Road
“Experience you can trust!”

— The Martels —
443-RENT (7368)

1-800-564-RENT
www.sudburytaylor.com 

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Bill Ames

bames@4LPi.com 
 (800) 477-4574 x6424

Retire Well. Retire Here. 
At Pleasant Hill, we offer more than just a community, 

we offer worry-free independent retirement living. 
Designed exclusively for adults 55 and over, we take care 
of everything with one monthly price and no buy-in fee, 

so you can enjoy the good things in life.

Crowley Drive • Marlborough, MA • PleasantHillRetirement.com

Call today to learn more! 774-251-9272

24 Hour In-Home Care For the Ones You Love!
Live-In Care • Personal Hygiene • Dementia Care 
Companionship • Veteran’s Care • Respite Care

Mobility Assistance

Call  Today 774-772-6288

info@activatehomecare.com
 www.activatehomecare.com


