
The Roman Catholic Parish  
of St. Vincent de Paul 
  250 Bebout Avenue  

Stirling, New Jersey  07980 
Phone: (908) 647-0118    Fax: (908) 647-5992 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Office—908-647-0118 
In an emergency call  

973-222-0720  
 

Parish website:  
stvincentschurch.org 

Parish email:  
parish@stvdp.org 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. A. Richard Carton, Pastor 
frrichardcarton@gmail.com 
 

Fr. William (Bill) Mooney 
Weekend Assistant 
 

Elena Bird Zolnick Director of 
Sacred Music  907-953-0128  
elenatbird@gmail.com 
 

Vincent G. Clarke, Organist 
908-647-4926 
 

Sr. Krystyna Dziadkowiec 
Pastoral Associate 
srkrystyna@stvdp.org 
 

Sr. Elsa Jeronimo, C.S.JB. 
Director of Social Outreach 
srelsa@stvdp.org 
 

Deirdre Nemeth 
Director of Religious Formation 
908-647-0421 dnemeth@stvdp.org 
 

Maria Allen 
Youth Minister 
908-295-8104 
stvincent@boldym.com 
 

Peter O’Neill, Deacon 
908-647-7258 pjoneill@att.net 
 

Parish Trustees 
Alan Tangreti and Timothy Wallisch 

 

PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
Vera Castagna 
Parish Secretary 
 

Maria DeLuca  
Religious Formation Secretary 
 

Teri Kesselmeyer 
Technology and Communications 
 

Mary Woods  
Parish Finance Coordinator 

We are a Catholic community  
rooted in the Eucharist  

and committed to the poor. 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
 

(Vigil Mass) 
Saturday —5:00PM 

     
Sunday  

8:30AM, 10:30AM  
and 6:00PM 

 

Confession: Saturday at 4PM 
or other days by appointment.  

 

Weekday Mass Schedule  
 

 
8:30AM Monday - Saturday 

 
 
“It would be easier for the 
world to survive without the 
sun than to do so without the 
Holy Mass.”  

 St. Padre Pio 
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SUNDAY COLLECTION REPORT MASS INTENTIONS 
MONDAY      December 18th 
8:30AM                            Natalie Ann Delia (Living) 

          Pat Moran 
              Deceased members of the Ochrymowych Family 

 

TUESDAY     December 19th 
8:30AM             Fr. Justin Jesusmaria Alarcon (Living)  
                                           Deacon Edward Maron 

          Pat Moran 
 

WEDNESDAY    December 20th 
8:30AM             Sam and Maggie Thomas (Living) 
                                              Mario J. Lamia 

              Jerzy Bradtke 
 

THURSDAY       December 21st 
                               Saint Peter Canisius, Priest 

                                    and Doctor of the Church 
8:30AM    Thomas Fettes 
   Fr. John Corcoran 
   Jackie Bourscheidt 
 

FRIDAY   December 22nd 
8:30AM                            Virginia Mannarino 

                John Cannon 
               Larry Hebert 

 

SATURDAY   December 23rd 
                                 Saint John of Kanty, Priest 

8:30AM                            Mary Smith 
                                            Paul Scanlon 
                                              John Seylaz 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

5:00PM (Vigil)                Norbert Terrie 
                                              Orlando Cacciato 

                    Eleanor McCabe 
                            Deceased members of the Norton Family 

 

SUNDAY  December 24th 
8:30AM           Connie DeMizio 
                       Anne Maggio 
 
10:30AM                         Fr. Daniel J. Ryan 

                       Therese McCloskey 
                                           Deceased members of the parish 
 
 

 THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
 

              CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:00pm            Parishioners, living and deceased 
 
6:00pm            Parishioners, living and deceased 
 
MONDAY  December 25th 

                  CHRISTMAS DAY 
Midnight Parishioners, living and deceased 
 
8:30AM Parishioners, living and deceased 
 
10:30AM Parishioners, living and deceased 

The weekend of December 9th and 10th 
Total amount in envelopes:   $8,080 
 

Loose:                                         $4,249 
 

Online Parish Pay:                   $ 3,160 
Total Offered :                     $15,489 
 

Diocesan Assessment:      $2,278 
 

Solemnity of the  
Immaculate Conception: $2,360 

Reborn through the waters of 
Baptism and the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, we embrace: 
 

 Jameson Christopher Mulligan 
son of Christopher and Alison 

claimed now for the  
fullness of eternal life.   

St. Vincent de Paul Parish will have a 
bus going to Washington DC for the 
March For Life on  Friday, 
January 19th. The cost is $30. 
Registration flyers are available at the 
parish office and on our website. 
Contact Teri Kesselmeyer with questions or 
concerns 908-647-0118. 
The bus will depart the parish after 6am Mass and 
will return approximately between 9:00pm and 
10:00pm. 

MARCH FOR LIFE 2018 

THE CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 

   Each week we depend on your generosity to 
meet the expenses of operating the parish and her 
many programs. The Christmas Collection is the 
most important one of the year. It makes up the 
gap between weekly expenses and the Sunday 
offering we receive. While many people come to 
worship with us at Christmas, and they are most 
welcome, it is your continued commitment that 
sustains the parish week after week. For this, I am 
most grateful and thank God for your dedication, 
commitment and support of our mission.  
   I appeal to your generosity this Christmas. 
Please give prayerful consideration to your 
donation to the parish this Christmas. St. Vincent 
de Paul is making a vital difference each and every 
day in our local, diocesan, national and yes, even 
in the worldwide community. Thank you in 
advance for your generous support which will 
enable us to continue our essential mission of 
proclaiming Christ.  
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 William Dean Howells, in a story titled Christmas Every Day, tells about a little girl who wanted it 
to be Christmas every day of the year. A fairy granted her wish: every day, for a whole year, it would be 
Christmas Day and then it would be decided whether it was a good idea or not. And what that little girl 
learned in this funny story is that you really can have too much of a good thing—way too much. “She had a 
splendid Christmas all day. She ate so much candy that she did not want any breakfast, and the whole 
forenoon the presents kept pouring in that had not been delivered the night before, and she went round 
giving the presents she had got for other people, and came home and ate turkey and cranberry for dinner, 
and plum pudding and nuts and raisins and oranges, and then went out and coasted, and came in with a 
stomachache crying, and her papa said he would see if his house was turned into that sort of fool's paradise 
another year, and they had a light supper, and pretty early everybody went to bed cross. The little girl slept 
very heavily and very late, but she was wakened at last by the other children dancing around her bed with 
their stockings full of presents in their hands. "Christmas! Christmas! Christmas!" they all shouted. 
"Nonsense! It was Christmas yesterday," said the little girl, rubbing her eyes sleepily. Her brothers and 
sisters just laughed. "We don't know about that. It's Christmas today, anyway. You come into the library and 
see." Then all at once it flashed on the little girl that the fairy was keeping her promise, and her year of 
Christmases was beginning. She was dreadfully sleepy, but she sprang up and darted into the library. There 
it was again! Books, and boxes of stationery, and dolls, and so on.” By then, writes Howells, “After it had 
gone on about three or four months, the little girl, whenever she came into the room in the morning and saw 
those great ugly, lumpy stockings dangling at the fireplace, and the disgusting presents around everywhere, 
used to sit down and burst out crying. In six months she was perfectly exhausted, she couldn't even cry 
anymore.” 
 The Book of Ecclesiastes reminds us that there is an appointed time for everything. Keeping the 
notion of time in mind, the rhythm of the Christian life is guided by the seasons of the church. This is why 
we have Advent before Christmas as a time of preparation. Making the best use of this time of Advent, 
which is difficult in a secular culture celebrating commercial Christmas since September, we will come to a 
deeper celebration of the Nativity. There are practices that will benefit us as we prepare for Christmas. 
While you may not be able to get to daily Mass, take time to read the Scripture from Mass each day. During 
Advent there is such beautiful poetry, imagery, and promises in the texts. The Blessed Mother is a central 
focus in Advent, as is any mother preparing for the birth of their child. Take time to pray the Rosary each 
day and meditate on all that Mary might have been experiencing in those days, with Joseph, in preparing for 
the birth of the Son who would change human history forever. 
 Wondering what to get that special someone for Christmas? The One whose birth we celebrate only 
wants one thing for Christmas—YOU! That’s it. No need for wrapping, ribbons, or a decorative bag—just 
come as you are. With that in mind, please accept the invitation to come to Confession before Christmas. On 
Wednesday, December 20th there will be 4 priests available for you from 7 to 9PM. Whether you have been  
to Confession last week or forty years ago please accept this invitation. It is the most important preparation 
for Christmas. There are also essential personal benefits to going to Confession, perhaps ones not so 
obviously considered. As Aristotle said, “We are what we repeatedly do.” The Catechism puts it this way: 
“Sin creates a proclivity to sin.” People don’t just lie; they become liars. We don’t just steal; we become 
thieves. Making a clean break from sin redefines you, allows you to start new habits of virtue. Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI wrote, “God is determined to deliver his children from slavery to lead them to freedom, and 
the worst and most profound slavery is that of sin.” Confession is essential for our salvation especially where 
mortal sin is concerned. Mortal sin, unconfessed “causes exclusion from Christ’s Kingdom and the eternal 
death of hell, for our freedom has the power to make choices forever, with no turning back.” Over and over 
again, the Church has reminded us that Catholics guilty of committing a mortal sin can’t go to Communion 
without Confession. “One commits a mortal sin when there are simultaneously present: grave matter, full 
knowledge and deliberate consent” says the Catechism.  
 The U.S. Bishops reminded Catholics about common sins that constitute grave matter in the 2006 
document “Happy Are Those Who Are Called to His Supper.” Those sins include: intentionally missing 
Mass on a Sunday or on a holy day of obligation, abortion and euthanasia, any extramarital sexual activity, 
theft, pornography, slander, hatred and envy.  
 Please give Jesus what He wants the most: YOU! Please go to Confession.  
 
Peace, 
Fr. Richard  

 CHRISTMAS IS FOR GIVING ….. JESUS IS FORGIVING 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 
Those who serve in the military: 

James Minogue, Nick Ragazzo, Stephen J. 
Campbell, Sean Milde, Frank Fasano, Richard 
Lister, Eric Leverone, Jay Donato, Frank Messina, 
Eileen Murphy, Peter Giovanni, John E. Siedler IV 
 

Those who are ill:   
John Daglian, Parker Watson, Annette McGrory, 
Marian Zoll, Lou Aroneo, Patrick Bergin, Joseph 
Rota, Lynne Coombs, Lucy Bustillos, Paula 
Matchen, May Hill, Caitlin Shea, Bill Wallisch, 
Larry Oster, Nanci Gamba, Elizabeth Early, 
Serenity Rose Apuzzo, Helen Munro and Eric 
Binner 

 
Those who have died to this world 

Susie Matinho, Viola Gigourtakis 
Requiescat in Pace 

 
May all the faithful who have departed this world 

rest in your eternal peace. Amen 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
 

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-
12, 14a, 16 
King David plans to build a temple to 
honor God. But God tells Nathan the 
Prophet that instead he will give David 
rest from his enemies, and ensure that 
both his house and community will be 
protected forever. 
 

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27 
In this letter of Paul to the Romans, he explains that the 
gospel reveals the mystery that had been hidden for 
many ages. Now it has been made known to all, so that 
they may believe, obey, and give glory through Jesus 
Christ forever. 
 

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 
The Virgin Mary is approached by the angel Gabriel, 
who tells her that she has been chosen to bear the Son 
of God. Mary is first afraid, yet shows her unquestioning 
faith when she simply says, “Let it be done to me as you 
say.” 

Daily Mass Readings 
Monday 
Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25 
 
Tuesday 
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25 
 
Wednesday 
Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38 
 
Thursday 
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;  
Lk 1:39-45 
 
Friday 
1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56 
 
Saturday 
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION STUDIES 
Sr. Elsa’s Spiritual Book Club 
Mondays 9:15am to 10:45am. The book 
being studied is Twelve Little Ways to 
Transform Your Heart by Susan Moto 
based on the spirituality of St. Therese of 
Lisieux. 
 

Getting Ready For Sunday 
Thursdays 1pm to 2:30pm and repeated 
at 7:30pm to 9:00pm with Fr. Richard. Gain a deeper 
insight into the Scriptures for Sunday Mass and a 
deeper understanding of the readings and of the 
culture and context within which they were written. 
Discussions are held on Thursday afternoons at 1pm to 
2:30pm and repeated in the evening at 7:30pm to 
9:00pm. 
 

The Bible and the Sacraments: Journey 
Through Scripture will resume January 10th 
until February 21st with Fr. Richard. Learn about 
the life changing power of the sacraments, their 
meaning and origin as illuminated in Sacred Scripture. 

Sessions take place in the Pastoral Center Library. 

 
The Votive candle before the statue of 
the Blessed Mother is in memory of 

William and Mary Murray 
 

The Votive candle before the statue of  
St. Joseph is in memory of  

Frank L. Bigelis 

The Parish Office will close  at 
on Friday, December 22nd at  
12 noon and will be closed on 
Tuesday, December 26th in 

observance of Christmas.  
 

In the case of an emergency 
please call 973-222-0720. 

The Rosary is prayed daily Monday 
through Friday and on First Saturdays 

immediately following the 8:30AM 
Mass. All are welcome to pray the 

Rosary together as a faith community. 
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Peter Canisius 1521–1597    Feast Day—December 21  
 

   This Doctor of the Church was born in Holland and studied canon law in Belgium before turning to the 
study of theology in Germany. In 1543, after meeting St. Peter Faber, one of St. Ignatius of Loyola’s 
companions, he entered the Society of Jesus and soon became a well-known preacher. He attended two 
sessions of the Council of Trent and was an important figure in the post-conciliar Catholic revival in 
Europe. After completing his doctorate, St. Ignatius assigned him to renew the Catholic faith in Germany. 
As the Jesuit provincial in southern Germany, Austria, and Bohemia, Peter Canisius started schools, 
colleges, and seminaries. He wrote three catechisms in German and is credited with keeping the southern 
German peoples Catholic.  
   “Characteristic of St. Canisius’ spirituality was his profound personal friendship with Jesus. For example, 
on 4 September 1549 he wrote in his journal, speaking with the Lord: ‘In the end, as if you were opening to 
me the heart of the Most Sacred Body, which it seemed to me I saw before me, you commanded me to drink 
from that source, inviting me, as it were, to draw the waters of my salvation from your founts, O my Savior.’ 
Then he saw that the Savior was giving him a garment with three pieces that were called peace, love and 
perseverance. And with this garment, made up of peace, love and perseverance, Canisius carried out his 
work of renewing Catholicism. His friendship with Jesus—which was the core of his personality—nourished 
by love of the Bible, by love of the Blessed Sacrament and by love of the Fathers, this friendship was clearly 
united with the awareness of being a perpetuator of the Apostles’ mission in the Church. And this reminds 
us that every genuine evangelizer is always an instrument united with Jesus and with his Church and is 
fruitful for this very reason.” —Pope Benedict XVI, General Audience, February 19, 2011  

If you would like to participate in our Christmas Flower offering, please use the envelope that was provided 
in your monthly packet or use the form below and return to the parish office. If you have any questions 

please contact Vera at the Parish House 908-647-0118/vcastagna@stvdp.org.  
Offerings are due no later than December 18th  

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 
In Memory of:_________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
Gifted by: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Amount:__________________ 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERING 

      Schedule of Mass for Christmas Eve and Day 
       Sunday, December 24th—Christmas Eve: 4:00pm and 6:00pm 

       Monday, December 25th—Midnight, 8:30am and 10:30am  
 

Confession 
Wednesday, December 20th from 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Saturdays, December 16th and 23rd from 4:00pm to 4:45pm 
or by appointment 

 
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 

Sunday, December 31st—Vigil Mass 5:00pm (no 6:00pm Mass) 
Monday, January 1st—10:30am 

 

ADVENT SAINT OF THE WEEK 

mailto:908-647-0118/vcastagna@stvdp.org.
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Christmas Pie Sale 
The deadline for ordering your 
pies and sticky buns for 
Christmas is this weekend. 
A representative from the Knights of 
Columbus will be available in the 
vestibule of the church after Mass. You can pick 
up your pre-paid order on Saturday, December 
23rd in the gym from 1:00pm to 3:00pm. 

Are you or someone you know in the process of 
recovering from cancer? The Berkeley Heights 

YMCA will offer a 12 week exercise program 
beginning January 23rd at 10:30am. The 

program takes place in a small group setting with 
certified trainers to help you regain strength and 

work on balance and flexibility. There are two 
sessions per week. Contact Lisa McQuilkin to 

register at the Berkeley Heights YMCA 908-464-
8373/lisa.mcquilkin@thesay.org. There is no fee 
for the program. Medical clearance is required.  

A 12 week YMCA membership is included. 

RECOVERING FROM CANCER? 

Sincere thanks to Craig Tuma of Valley Memorial 
Funeral Home for providing parishioners again this 
year with a beautiful faith based calendar for 2018. 
Please be sure to pick yours up at the entrance to the 
church before they are gone.  

2018 CALENDARS 
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