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Parish Office—908-647-0118 
In an emergency call  
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Parish email:  

parish@stvincentschurch.org 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. A. Richard Carton, Pastor 
frrichard@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Fr. William (Bill) Mooney 
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Elena Bird Zolnick   907-953-0128 
Director of Sacred Music   
elenatbird@gmail.com 
 

Vincent G. Clarke   908-647-4926 
Organist 
 

Sr. Krystyna Dziadkowiec 
Pastoral Associate 
srkrystyna@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Sr. Elsa Jeronimo, C.S.JB. 
Director of Social Outreach 
srelsacsjb@aol.com 
 

Deirdre Nemeth   908-647-0421 
Director of Faith Formation 
dnemeth@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Sr. Niky Burgos C.S.JB. 
Youth Minister 
srniky@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Peter O’Neill, Deacon  908-647-7258 
pjoneill@att.net 
 

Parish Trustees 
Alan Tangreti and Timothy Wallisch 
 

PARISH OFFICE STAFF 

John Castagna 
Business and Facilities Manager 
jcastagna@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Vera Castagna 
Parish Secretary 
vcastagna@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Maria DeLuca Faith Formation  
Secretary  mdeluca@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Teri Kesselmeyer 
Technology and Communications 
tkesselmeyer@stvincentschurch.org 

We are a Catholic community  
rooted in the Eucharist  

and committed to the poor. 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
 

(Vigil Mass) 
Saturday —5:00PM 

     

Sunday  
8:30AM, 10:30AM  

and 6:00PM 
 
Confession: Saturday at 4PM 
or other days by appointment.  

Weekday Mass 
Schedule  

 

8:30AM Monday—Saturday 
                            

 
“It would be easier for the 
world to survive without the 
sun than to do so without the 
Holy Mass.”  

 St. Padre Pio 
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SUNDAY COLLECTION REPORT MASS INTENTIONS 
 

MONDAY          December 10th 
8:30AM                  Jennifer White  
                                    Susie Matinho 
                                    Eileen Reges 
                                      
TUESDAY     December 11th 
                            Saint Damasus I, Pope 
8:30AM         Cecilia Ng (Living) 

      Janet Hibbitts  
                                    Viola Gigourtakis 

              
WEDNESDAY      December 12th 

     Our Lady of Guadalupe 
8:30AM                  Joseph Galante 
    Faustina Taglienti 

      James Connor 
                                      
THURSDAY    December 13th 

   Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
8:30AM                  Lillian Gale 
                                    Carmela DeLuca 
                                    Mark Falk 

     Helen Kamps 
 

FRIDAY    December 14th 
Saint John of the Cross, Priest and  

Doctor of the  Church 
8:30AM                 John Calabro (Living) 
                                   Fr. John Corcoran 

      Joseph Galante 
 
SATURDAY    December 15th 
8:30AM                Jacob Schlegel (Living) 

          Barbara Dougherty 
          Anne Marie Linden 

 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 
 

5:00PM (Vigil)       Reggie Pigna 
                                     Mary Crossan 
                                     Richard Holmes 
 
SUNDAY                  December 16th 
8:30AM                    John McMonagle 
                                      Susie Matinho 

         Brian Touhey 
 
10:30AM                   Anne Moore 
                                       Lillian Gale 
      Deceased members of the Silva and Orlando Families 

 
6:00PM                     Andrew Kolar 

                    Sebastiano LaSpina 
                                 Deceased members of the parish 

The weekend of December 1st and 2nd 
 
Total collected at Masses:      $9,971 
 

Online WeShare:                     $2,987 
 

Total Offered:                   $12,958 
 
Retirement Fund for Religious:  $4,014 
 
 
 

Thank you for generously supporting our parish. 

Daily Mass Readings  
 

Monday 
Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17-26 
 
Tuesday 
Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14 
 
Wednesday 
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 
10ab; Lk 1:26-38  
or Lk 1:39-47 
 
Thursday 
Is 41:13-20; Mt 11:11-15 
 
Friday 
Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19 
 
Saturday 
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13  

St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
Feast Day—December 13th 

Born 284—Died to this world 304 
   Saint Lucy, venerated by Christians since her 
own time, likely was martyred in Sicily during the 
persecutions of Roman Emperor Diocletian who 
ruled 284-305. Lucy reminds us of a value which 
is very important: courage. She was a young, 
defenseless woman who faced torture and a 
violent death with great courage, a courage that 
came to her from the Risen Christ, with whom she 
was united and from the Holy Spirit who dwelt 
within her. Lucy tells us that life is made to be 
given. She lived this out in the supreme form of 
martyrdom, but the value of the gift of self is 
universal; it is the secret to true happiness. Man 
does not become completely fulfilled by having or 
by doing. One is fulfilled by loving, i.e. by giving of 
oneself. And this can also be understood as the 
secret of the name ‘Lucy’: a person is ‘full of light’ 
to the extent that he or she is a gift to others. In 
reality, every person is a precious gift! 
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 We are already at the Second Sunday in the Season of Advent. This is one of my favorite seasons 
as it encapsulates the tension, a good tension, that we live in; the time between the fulfillment of the 
Messianic promise in Jesus and that time when we will see Him face to face. As Catholics we are so 
blessed to have the opportunity to encounter Jesus each day, especially at Mass. Certainly we must 
follow the prescription to keep the Sabbath, the Lord’s Day, Sunday, holy by our faithful participation 
in the central mystery and action of our faith life, the offering of the Mass. This past weekend the 
families in our Faith Formation program were afforded the opportunity to learn more about the Mass. 
While this mystery of our faith is far beyond our limited understanding it is so important for parents to 
have the insights that the formation sessions offer so that they can grow in appreciation and also be 
able to share the wonder and beauty of the Mass with their children. I am most grateful to Deirdre 
Nemeth, Sister Krystyna, Maria DeLuca and the many adult and teen volunteers who brought it all 
together. To have a deeper appreciation and understanding of the Mass is a true blessing, especially 
when the rate of Sunday to Sunday participation falls off in favor of temporal pursuits. Many are 
fortunate to be able to encounter Jesus each day at Mass. I used the word prescription earlier purposely 
because it is a prescription that we fill when a member of the medical profession prescribes something 
for our health and healing when ill. The reception of Jesus, our encounter with Him, in the Word 
proclaimed and the reception of His Precious Body and Blood is the prescription from the Divine 
Savior for all that ails us in the distractions of this passing world.  
 A second century martyr, St. Ignatius of Antioch, wrote several letters before he was martyred in 
Rome. They provide us with a fascinating insight into the life of the first Christians. In one letter to a 
community of Christians who knew well what it was to suffer for their faith in Jesus, St. Ignatius wrote 
encouraging them to remain faithful and referred to the necessity of their staying close to Jesus and 
receiving Him in Holy Communion. It was he who first referred to the Eucharist as “the medicine of 
immortality, and the antidote to prevent us from dying, but which causes that we should live forever in 
Jesus Christ.” This advice is as helpful to us today as it has been to faithful Christians throughout the 
last 1800 years. Jesus is clear that it is in the reception of His Body and Blood that we have life. This is 
not a life that is contained to the time and space of this passing world but the eternal life which He has 
promised us. Advent teaches us to prepare not just for the celebration of Christmas, which is of course 
beautiful, but also to be prepared for the moment when we shall see Christ face to face. For the disciple 
of Jesus nothing is more important than that moment. Indeed, it must be clearly stated that the entire 
Christian life points to that ultimate encounter with the One who is veiled in the mystery of His Body 
and Blood at the Mass but who will reveal His all powerful glory when all has been fulfilled according to 
the will of God the Father. 
 How truly blessed we are to have access to this sacred mystery on a daily basis. In many parts of 
the world Catholics must wait weeks before a priest comes for the celebration of Mass. However, when 
he comes the celebration is one of great joy for the people as they are afforded the opportunity to 
receive Holy Communion. They may wait weeks before that happens again. I have witnessed the joy of 
the faithful at our sister parish in Haiti and in other places where coming to Mass each Sunday involves 
great sacrifice—walking very long distances, sometimes without food in their stomachs, in all kinds of 
weather. What an example of faith it is. If they hunger for Jesus so much in the Eucharist I can only 
imagine their immense joy when they will come to see Him face to face. This is the joy and hope that 
each of us are called to have for the Lord. 
 Speaking of our sister parish in Haiti, for the celebration of the 25th anniversary of my priestly 
ordination I asked that all gifts received be designated for the repair and rebuilding of the parish 
church at Nanpol. Through your generosity $24,585 was given in gifts and has been designated for the 
parish mission. Letters were recently mailed to thank those who gave. I am so grateful for your 
goodness and care both for me and, more importantly, for our sisters and brothers of St. Paul Parish in 
Nanpol.  
 During this Advent season may we each find time to assess our relationship with the Lord and 
our response to that which He asks of us. After all, this life is but a journey. What comes next is 
eternal—how are we preparing? 
Peace, 
Fr. Richard 

 IT IS A BLESSING TO KNOW HOW BLESSED WE TRULY ARE. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Those who serve in the military: 
 

Calla Ann Armenti, Dylan T. Jones, James 
Minogue, Stephen J. Campbell, Sean Milde, Frank 
Fasano, Richard Lister, Eric Leverone, Jay 
Donato, Frank Messina, Eileen Murphy, Peter 
Giovanni 

Those who are ill: 
Jim Curran, Sharon Baker, Jennifer Pellecchia, 
Rhoda & Ike Blake, Denise Garcia, Rick and Susan 
Olkusz, Claudia Jardim, Cecile Fountain Jardim, 
Eric Garcia, Rita D’Angelo, Jim Fittin, Sandra 
Fittin, Jane Moran, Frank Critelli, Cathy Bognar, 
John Daglian, Parker Watson, Annette McGrory, 
Lou Aroneo, Lucy Bustillos, Paula Matchen, May 
Hill, Caitlin Shea, Bill Wallisch, Larry Oster, Nanci 
Gamba, and Elizabeth Early  
 

Those who have died to this world 
 
 

Requiescat in Pace 

May all the faithful who have departed this world 
rest in your eternal peace. Amen 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-18a 
Zephaniah urges the people of Jerusalem 
to rejoice because the Lord is in their 
midst. He conveys the message that God 
will love and protect those who have 
remained faithful to him. 
 

Second Reading: Phillippians 4:4-7 
Paul encourages the Philippians to be 

ready for Christ. He tells them not to worry about their 
concerns, but to instead ask God's help and allow his 
peace to fill their hearts and minds. 
 

Gospel: Luke 3:10-18 
John the Baptist answers people who ask him what they 
should do, leading some to believe he was the Messiah. 
John clearly states that he will be followed by one so 
powerful that "I am not fit to loosen his sandal strap." 

   The Meals for Moms Ministry 
seeks to support families who have just 
welcomed a new baby. We are happy 
to provide several meals to the family 
during this special time. 
Please contact Danielle Grieco at 

dgrieco7@verizon.net for more information. If 
you would like to help by cooking one meal 
please email Danielle.  

“Give your hands to serve and your hearts 
to love.”            St. Teresa of Calcutta 

Reborn through the waters of 
Baptism and the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, we embrace: 
 

Ethan Michael Fritts 
son of Gregory and Dana 

and 
  Moselle Suanna Allen 

                         daughter of Gregory and Stefanie 
 

claimed now for the fullness of eternal life. 

   A Christmas Concert will be presented by the musicians of St. Vincent de Paul 
Parish. The concert will take place in the church on Saturday, December 15th at 
7:00pm. 
   The concert will feature a guest choral group, Magnificat, as well as different ensembles 
and soloists from our parish. A suggested donation for tickets is $20 and will be collected 
at the door. Proceeds will benefit the music ministry and music scholarship program, 
which encourages and fosters high school musicians from the community.  
   Come and enter into the Christmas spirit by singing along to some of your favorite carols 
and enjoy a concert of festive Christmas music! Contact the parish office or Elena Zolnick 
at elenatbird@gmail.com for questions. 

THE JESSE TREE 

   The Jesse Tree reminds us (through the use of symbols) of 
the roles played in Salvation History, from Adam and Eve in 
Genesis to the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. This week the 
symbols are: 
 

Jacob: Jacob, the son of Isaac, dreamt he saw a ladder 
reaching from earth to heaven and angels were ascending and 
descending the ladder. In his dream God stood beside Jacob 
and extended to Jacob the covenant He made to Abraham. 
 
Joseph: Jacob loved Joseph more than his other sons and 
gave to him a a coat of many colors. Jacob’s other sons 
sold Joseph into slavery. But God led Joseph to Pharaoh who 
had curious dreams. Joseph interpreted the dreams and 
became Pharaoh’s right-hand man, preparing Egypt through 
seven years of feast for the seven years of famine which 
followed. Finally Joseph welcomed his father and brothers, a 
model story of reconciliation and forgiveness. 
 
Moses: The Israelites were in slavery in Egypt. God called 
Moses to lead the Israelites out of slavery. On the way, the 
Israelites stopped at Mt. Sinai. There God extended the 
covenant He made with Abraham to all the Israelites. He gave 
Moses the Ten Commandments which the people must 
obey as a sign of their commitment to the covenant. 
 
Ruth: Naomi, a widow living in Moab, decided to return to 
Bethlehem. Her daughter-in-law Ruth, a native Moabite but 
also a widow, went with Naomi. While Ruth worked in the 
fields, gathering in a basket any grain that was left behind, 
she met Boaz, the landowner. He was attracted to her and 
heard her story. Ruth and Boaz married and had a son Obed, 
the father of Jesse, who was the father of David. 
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   We are happy once again to 
continue with what has become a 
parish tradition for over 20 years, 
our Christmas Cookie Project to 
benefit the homebound in our 
parish. It would be wonderful if 
our bakers would drop off their 
cookies in the narthex on 
Wednesday, December 12th. 

All types of homemade cookies are appreciated. 
Please contact Ellie Alber at 908-204-8988/
elliealber@gmail.com or Ann Ryan at 908-580-
9740/alr222@me.com if you can contribute.  

CHRISTMAS COOKIES FOR 
THE HOMEBOUND 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERING 

If you would like to participate in our Christmas Flower offering, please use the envelope that was provided 
in your monthly packet or use the form below and return to the parish office. If you have any questions 

please contact Vera at the Parish House 908-647-0118/vcastagna@stvincentschurch.org  
Offerings are due no later than December 16th  

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————-
In Memory of:_________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
Gifted by: :_____________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Amount:__________________ 

   The Knights of Columbus are 
sponsoring a Christmas Pie 
Sale. A large selection of fresh 
baked 10 inch pies, sticky buns, 
babka and gourmet apple filled 
horseshoes will be available. 
Order forms may be found in 
the vestibule of the church, on 
our website and in the bulletin 

this week-end. 
   Pre-paid orders will be accepted through 
Sunday, December 16th and you can pick 
up your order on Sunday, December 23rd 
in the gym from 1:00pm to 3:00pm. 

CHRISTMAS PIE SALE 

   Our  Fa ith  Formation 
students will be presenting 
their annual Christmas 
Pageant this Sunday, 
December 9th at 2:30pm in 
the Church. The students are 
very excited! All parishioners 
and friends are invited. 

FAITH FORMATION CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

   Our next Bridges Run will be 
Friday, December. 14th. Please 
consider donating the needed supplies 
to make sandwiches and fill goody 
bags for the homeless by visiting:  

       www.perfectpotluck.com  
           Coordinator: bridges  Password: 2323 

   Please bring donated items to the kitchen 
in the church meeting room on Thursday, 
December 13th (9am to 7pm) or Friday, 
December 14th (9am to 12 noon). Monetary 
donations are welcome. Thank you for your 
support of Youth Ministry and the Bridges Run 
Mission. 

BRIDGES OUTREACH 

 
 

“Extend your mercy towards others, so that there 
can be no one in need whom you meet without 
helping.”      St. Vincent de Paul 

 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
   The following items are greatly 
needed to replenish our Food 
Pantry: Green Beans, Canned Beans 
only (black, navy, pinto), Tuna, 
Spaghetti Sauce, Coffee, Corn, 
Chicken Noodle Soup, and Vegetable 

Soup. Please bring all items to the basket in 
the church set aside for food pantry items.   
  Thank you for your generosity in helping those in 
need. 
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   Parishioners are invited to join 
our Diocesan and parish sponsored 
Simbang Gabi, a Filipino tradition 
of a nine day novena of Masses 
during Advent. Please come on 
Monday, December 17th for 
Mass at 7:00pm celebrated by Fr. 
Richard. The novena is coordinated 
by the Diocesan Commission for Catholic Filipino 
Ministries of the Paterson Diocese. Refreshments 
to follow in the church meeting room. For 
information contact Emma Militante at 
mommilitante@gmail.com. 

SIMBANG GABI 

       
      Mass Schedule for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

       Monday, December 24th—Christmas Eve: 4:00pm and 6:00pm 
       Tuesday, December 25th—Midnight, 8:30am and 10:30am  

 
Confession  

Saturday, December 22nd from 3:00pm to 4:45pm 
 

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God 
Monday, December 31st—Vigil: 5:00pm  

                          Tuesday, January 1st—10:30am  

   Our Advent Giving Tree is 
available in the Church vestibule. 
You are invited to select an 
Advent Angel from the tree, 
purchase the requested gift and 
return it to the church meeting 
r oom  n o later than 
December 10th. 
   Please attach the Angel 

securely to the unwrapped gift. There will 
also be a box available to collect gift certificates. 
The gifts collected will be distributed to Catholic 
Charities, Paterson, St. Agnes Church, Paterson, 
and Bridges Outreach. For questions please 
contact Sr. Elsa at 908-295-4944/
srelsacsjb@aol.com. 

BLUE CHRISTMAS PRAYER SERVICE 

   For some the holidays are often difficult. If you 
have undergone a difficult loss, transition or life 
change, the Church cares about you and invites 
you to a special time of music and worship. All are 
welcome to join us as we come together to pray 
for renewed strength and experience the presence 
of the Lord. 
   Little Flower Church, Berkeley Heights is 
hosting a Holiday Worship Service for those who 
are stressed, lonely or hurting on Saturday, 
December 15th at 11:30am. There is no charge 
and light refreshments will be served.  

 

Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child, 
Summit is hosting an Information Session 

and Tour on Wednesday, December 12th at 
4:30pm. Oak Knoll is a Catholic, independent 

school for girls in grades 7-12. For information or 
to register online visit www.oakknoll.org or call 
Admissions at 908-522-8109. Pre-registration is 

recommended but not required in order to attend. 
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