
The Roman Catholic Parish  
of St. Vincent de Paul 
  250 Bebout Avenue  

Stirling, New Jersey  07980 
Phone: (908) 647-0118    Fax: (908) 647-5992 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office—908-647-0118 
In an emergency call  

973-222-0720  
Parish website:  

stvincentschurch.org 
Parish email:  

parish@stvincentschurch.org 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. A. Richard Carton, Pastor 
frrichard@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Fr. William (Bill) Mooney 
Weekend Assistant 
 

Elena Bird Zolnick   907-953-0128 
Director of Sacred Music   
elenatbird@gmail.com 
 

Vincent G. Clarke   908-647-4926 
Organist 
 

Sr. Krystyna Dziadkowiec 
Pastoral Associate 
srkrystyna@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Sr. Elsa Jeronimo, C.S.JB. 
Director of Social Outreach 
srelsacsjb@aol.com 
 

Deirdre Nemeth   908-647-0421 
Director of Faith Formation 
dnemeth@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Sr. Niky Burgos C.S.JB. 
Youth Minister 
srniky@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Peter O’Neill, Deacon  908-647-7258 
pjoneill@att.net 
 

Parish Trustees 
Alan Tangreti and Timothy Wallisch 
 

PARISH OFFICE STAFF 

John Castagna 
Business and Facilities Manager 
jcastagna@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Vera Castagna 
Parish Secretary 
vcastagna@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Maria DeLuca Faith Formation  
Secretary  mdeluca@stvincentschurch.org 
 

Teri Kesselmeyer 
Technology and Communications 
tkesselmeyer@stvincentschurch.org 

We are a Catholic community  
rooted in the Eucharist  

and committed to the poor. 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
 

(Vigil Mass) 
Saturday —5:00PM 

     

Sunday  
8:30AM, 10:30AM  

and 6:00PM 
 
Confession: Saturday at 4PM 
or other days by appointment.  

Weekday Mass 
Schedule  

 

8:30AM Monday—Saturday 
                            

 
“It would be easier for the 
world to survive without the 
sun than to do so without the 
Holy Mass.”  

 St. Padre Pio 
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SUNDAY COLLECTION REPORT MASS INTENTIONS 
 

MONDAY            February 11th 
           Our Lady of Lourdes 

8:30AM                    Thomas  Schlegel (Living)     
             Fr. Owen Moran (Living)  
                        Helena Rohal 

                         Michael and Rita Pavlo 
 

TUESDAY                February 12th 
8:30AM                     Maria DeLuca (Living) 
                                        Regina Mikewicz 

                         Lena and Duke Dorsi 
 

WEDNESDAY       February 13th 
 8:30AM                    Lawrence Ho (Living)  

                Beverly Guldner 
        Rita Murray 

 

THURSDAY        February 14th 
           Saint Cyril, Monk 

            Saint Methodius, Bishop 
 8:30AM                  Deacon John Calabro (Living) 
      Norbert Terrie 

            Charles DeFazio 
 

FRIDAY     February 15th 
8:30AM            The Brian Murray Family (Living) 

               Barbara Dougherty 
         Philip Hessimer 

 

SATURDAY     February 16th 
8:30AM                  The Reynoso Family (Living) 

         Edward Jardim 
            Eugene Lubarsky 

 

               Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

5:00PM (Vigil)        Anne King 
                                     Zachary Bunsa  
                                     Louise and Peter Cipparulo   
 

SUNDAY      February 17th 
8:30AM                   Robert Heim 
                                     Stephen Falk 
                                               John McMonagle  
 
 

10:30AM                Douglas Nehlsen 
               Rosemaria DeCicco 

               Deceased members of the Syrotiuk Family 
 
 

6:00PM                  Anthony Spinelli 
           William Shadwell 

                                 Deceased members of the parish  

Weekend of February 2nd and 3rd 
 
Total collected at Masses:    $10,063 
 

Online WeShare:                    $ 3,644 
 

Total Offered:                    $13,707 
 
Church in Central & Eastern Europe: $2,092 
 
Thank you to all who sacrificially support 
the mission of the parish. 

Daily Mass Readings  
 
 

Monday 
Gn 1:1-19; Mk 6:53-56 
 
Tuesday 
Gn 1:20—2:4a; Mk 7:1-13 
 
Wednesday 
Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Mk 7:14-23 
 
Thursday 
Gn 2:18-25; Mk 7:24-30 
 
Friday 
Gn 3:1-8; Mk 7:31-37 
 
Saturday 
Gn 3:9-24; Mk 8:1-10  

   Palm which was blessed last Palm 
Sunday may be brought to the  
vestibule of the church by Monday, 
March 4th and placed in the 
basket there. It will be burned and 
prepared for use as ash on Ash 
Wednesday, March 6th. After 

that time blessed palm from last year may be 
buried or burned in order to be disposed of 
properly. Please do not return last year’s palm to 
the church after March 4th. 

        PALM FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 

RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE  
PRESENTATION 

   Please join the Respect Life Committee as we 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Humane Vitae 

with a discussion on Natural Family Planning. 
All are welcome to a presentation on  

Saturday, March 2nd at 7pm in the  
John Paul II Center.  

Contact Danielle Dill for details 908-578-2712. 

   The Mass Book for 2020 is now 
available for your Mass intentions. 
Please call or visit the Parish office to 
request dates and times for your 
intentions. You can also email Vera at 
vcastagna@stvincentschurch.org  
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 It has become more common in our current age that Funeral Rites for a deceased Catholic have been 
greatly minimized. It is not unheard of that a person who was baptized dies and there are no religious 
services offered for the grieving or for the repose of the deceased. This is a great sadness and a loss of 
necessary and essential grace. I know that as families tend towards not embracing the practice of faith that 
when a loved one dies they can be easily steered away from the services offered by the Church. While 
persons might perceive that there are good reasons to forego all that is associated with the Catholic 
funeral—cost, the unease with death, division within families, families spread out and unable to travel or get 
the time to come to a loved one’s funeral, the deceased did not really practice their faith, the decision of a 
family not to have a Funeral Mass even though the deceased practiced, they do not and would feel totally 
out of place—all these and more I have heard through the years. Sadly, if the first person a family comes into 
contact with is one who does not understand the necessity of the Catholic Funeral Rituals that individual 
may steer the family to that which is easier rather than that which would be most beneficial to the deceased  
and helpful to the grieving—after all there is an industry/business side to it all.  
 

    When a loved one dies we in faith know that we do not surrender that one to nothingness but to the 
One who has loved and cherished that person from the moment of their conception, through every moment 
of their living. God desires that the soul be united in the eternal embrace of Divine love and joy. We 
commend….from the prayers of the wake, to the offering of the Mass, to the prayers at the graveside or place 
of committal…we commend in faith to God the one who has gone before us. This commendation cannot take 
place in a simple, even if beautiful, meet and greet gathering. It is in the action of our prayer that we 
commend the departed and seek comfort for the grieving. This is important and should not be so easily 
dismissed or overlooked. As a priest I must admit that I am saddened when it is apparent that the 
deceased’s loved ones and family did not choose the Catholic funeral simply because they are not Catholic 
themselves or they just want to make things easy for themselves. This does happen more and more. I am 
saddened both for the departed who, in life, found great comfort in his or her Catholic faith and I am 
saddened for those left in loss because they are making the choice to miss an important moment to be 
nourished by the beauty and hope found in the Catholic funeral celebration. The Catholic funeral Mass and 
ritual is one of the most beautiful rituals of the Church and it speaks on a whole host of levels and it is meant 
for the deceased as well as the loved ones who are left in sorrow.   
 

 No person wants to think about their own death but it is that which we can be sure of happening one 
day. A person of faith, you and I, should make certain that our loved ones know what we want to happen by 
providing—writing it down, telling family members, making a pre-arrangement with a member of the clergy 
and/or funeral director so that our faith and values are respected and that our final wishes are carried out. 
We should also encourage those we love by speaking about the purpose and need for the Rituals of Christian 
Burial. The offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the soul of the deceased is the greatest gift that we 
can offer the one we have loved in the journey of life. Essentially it is the offering of the Mass and our prayer 
that are the only gifts that we can continue to give that will be of benefit to the loved one who has departed 
this world. We pray for the one who has responded in grace to live their life rooted in Christ and for the one 
who may have faltered greatly, became absorbed by the things of this fleeting world more than Christ. We 
make a great appeal at every Mass for the favor of God’s mercy. We pray that the soul not yet freed from sin 
after death may, by our prayer and God’s grace, be purified for the life of Heaven, and that none should be 
lost. As we pray for one another on the journey together so we pray for those who have gone before us at 
Mass. Indeed, the soul that has gone before us is so precious to the prayer of the Church that no Mass is ever 
offered without praying for those who have died in Christ. 
 

 There is so much beauty, meaning and comfort in the rituals of our faith for those who grieve. For 
our grief is not without faith, our tears are those of love, and our hope is in the promise of resurrected life. 
The Catholic funeral is at the heart of who we are as Church – a people gathered, saved and redeemed by 
Christ our risen Lord! The Catholic funeral is a witness to a secular world that there is a greater context to 
both life and death. A Catholic funeral speaks to the hearts of the people gathered and even converts hearts 
that might be hurting and searching. May the souls of the faithful departed rest in the love and peace of 
God. May our prayers assist them and may those who grieve find consolation in Jesus who has destroyed 
death forever.  
 
Peace, Fr. Richard 
 

  The Funeral Rites for a Catholic 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Those who serve in the military: 
Tyler Nelson, Damian McCoy, Calla Ann Armenti, 
Dylan T. Jones, James Minogue, Stephen J. 
Campbell, Sean Milde, Frank Fasano, Richard 
Lister, Eric Leverone, Jay Donato, Frank Messina, 
Eileen Murphy, Peter Giovanni 
 

Those who are ill: 
Kevin Shea, Pat Bergin, James Castagna, Angela 
Mazzei, Mary Ising, Sharon Baker, Jennifer 
Pellecchia, Rhoda and Ike Blake, Denise Garcia, 
Rick and Susan Olkusz, Claudia Jardim, Cecile 
Fountain Jardim, Rita D’Angelo, Jim and Sandra 
Fittin, Jane Moran, John Daglian, Parker Watson, 
Annette McGrory, Lou Aroneo, Lucy Bustillos, 
Paula Matchen, Bill Wallisch, Larry Oster, Nanci 
Gamba, and Elizabeth Early  
 

Those who have died to this world 

Karen Cook 
Requiescat in Pace 

May all the faithful who have departed this world 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-8 
Jeremiah compares a man who seeks 
strength in flesh but abandons God to a 
bush in the desert, bereft of nourishment 
and unable to grow. Yet a man who trusts 
in God is like a tree beside a river, fed & 
strengthened by it even during times of 
drought. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 
Paul addresses those who believe in Christ's teachings, 
but are not convinced that he rose from the dead. He calls 
their faith worthless, because they have not been freed 
from their sins. Paul then emphatically declares that 
Jesus did rise up again, as will all those who truly believe 
in him. 
 

Gospel: Luke 6:17, 20-26 
Jesus tells his followers that those who are insulted in 
this life because of him will be rewarded richly in heaven. 
Yet those well received by all will despair in heaven, since 
people had often respected false prophets and mistreated 
true prophets. Those who hunger, perhaps for spiritual 
knowledge, shall be filled. Yet those who are full in this 
life will be hungry.  
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION  
Getting Ready For Sunday 

   Join Fr. Richard for a deeper 
insight into the Scripture Readings 
for Sunday Mass. By gaining an 
understanding of the context and 
culture within which they were 
written, the upcoming Sunday 

Readings will take on a more profound and richer 
meaning for you.  
   Weekly discussions take place on Thursdays, 
from 1:00pm to 2:00pm in the Church 
Meeting Room and repeated on Thursday 
evenings from 7:30pm to 9:00pm in the 
Library. All are welcome to attend one or more 
sessions. No previous experience necessary.  

ALTAR SERVERS 
NEEDED 

 

    Students in 3rd grade 
and beyond who are 
interested in training to be an 
Altar Server are encouraged 
to have a parent contact the 
parish office to let us know so 
that training can be set up for 
you. Serving at the Altar is a 
great gift to Jesus and this 
community and will deepen 
your love for Jesus in the Holy 
Eucharist.  

BRIDGES OUTREACH 

Our next Bridges Run will be  
Saturday, February 23rd. 
Please consider donating the 

needed supplies to make 
sandwiches and fill goody bags 

for the homeless by visiting:  

www.perfectpotluck.com 
 Coordinator: bridges 

Password: 2323 
 

   Please bring donated 
items to the church 

meeting room. Monetary donations are 
welcome. Thank you for your support of Youth 
Ministry and the Bridges Run Mission. 

   Join us with your whole 
family to pray the Rosary 
before the Blessed Sacrament 
on Friday, February 15th 
beginning at 7:00pm. 
Potluck dessert and fun 
activities for families will 
take place after prayer, 
Adoration and Benediction. 
RSVP to Amy Pejman at 
amypejman@hotmail.com if 

you and your family are able to attend the 
activities afterwards. 

FAMILY ROSARY 

http://www.perfectpotluck.com
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   Technology class has resumed 
and is held on Tuesdays at 
9:30am in the Church Meeting 
Room.  
   Bring your phone and/or tablet in 
order to learn more about texting, 
emailing, pictures, etc. For 
questions contact Teri at the Parish 

office or at tkesselmeyer@stvincentschurch.org 

TECHNOLOGY CLASSES       When weather conditions cause closures and 
make conditions for travel difficult or hazardous, 
please call ahead to the parish office (908-647-
0118) to check that Mass and parish events are 
able to take place as scheduled. In some cases it 
may be more prudent to offer Mass at 12 noon on 
a day when weather patterns may have changed 
for the better.  
   When schools are closed due to weather 
conditions parish events, with the exception of 
Mass, will also be cancelled.  

INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS 

   The Knights of Columbus St. Damien Council 
6575 will hold a Recruitment Drive after all 
Masses next weekend, February 16th-17th.  
   Catholic men 18 years of age or older and in 
good standing in the Catholic Church are invited 
to prayerfully consider joining the Knights of 
Columbus. New electronic membership cards will 
be available and can be used to sign up with the 
Council.  
   A representative from the Knights will be 
available to answer your questions as well as offer 
information about the good works the Knights of 
Columbus do in our Parish and the community. 

FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE 
WHICH  INCLUDES MASS 

8:15-10:00am 1st, 2nd, 3rd 4th, 6th, 8th Grades 
10:15am – 12pm 1st-8th Grades 
5:45-7:30pm 1st-10th Grades 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY BAKE SALE 

   Our “Sunday Before Fat Tuesday 
Bake Sale” will take place the 
weekend of March 2nd and 3rd 
after all the Masses. We need your 
help to make this the best sale ever! 
Please drop off your nicely wrapped 
“culinary treasures” to the kitchen in 

the church meeting room by 4:00pm on Saturday, 
Saturday, March 2nd or before the Mass you 
attend that weekend. Support the Rosarians by 
purchasing one or more baked items to enjoy 
before Lent begins. For questions, contact Karen 
Nyquist at 908-350-8009 or by email to 
Karen.nyquist@gmail.com. 

   There will be no Faith Formation classes 
next Sunday, February 17th.  
   Classes will resume on February 24th. 

“The Order of the Knights of Columbus is the same 
now as when first instituted. viz.: It is an Order 
composed of Catholics and instituted for the 
welfare of Catholic families.  
                          Father Michael J. McGivney, Founder 

HUMAN LIFE ACTION 

   Your voice is needed to protect babies who are 
born alive after an abortion. The US Senate could 
vote as soon as this week on the Born-Alive 
Abortion Survivors Protection Act (S311). Please 
contact your Senators immediately and urge them 
to co-sponsor and vote for S311 and to ask Senate 
leadership to schedule a floor vote on the bill this 
week. 
   Today, states are not just expanding abortion but 
allowing infanticide as well. New York passed a 
drastic law that eliminated protections for babies 
who survive an abortion attempt. And the 
Governor of Virginia has openly talked about 
denying care to babies born during a late-term 
abortion. 
   The Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Act (S311) 
would require any health care practitioner present 
when a child is born alive following an abortion to 
give the same degree of care to preserve the life 
and health of the child as would be given to any 
other newborn. And, after giving such care, it 
requires the practitioner to ensure that the child is 
immediately transported and admitted to a 
hospital. The Senate needs to be pushed to vote on 
and pass this bill this week. Send a message today 
urging your Senators to co-sponsor and vote for 
the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act 
and push for a vote on the bill this week. 

mailto:tkesselmeyer@stvincentschurch.org
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Set Free: Journey of Recovery through 
Christian Virtues 

   Our addictions do not make us less loved by 
God. Again and again, Jesus reminds us that, with 

Him, we are capable of living in freedom. So if 
God believes in us, why don’t we believe in 
ourselves? Join us for a lecture and group 

discussion on the following  
Tuesdays at 7:30pm:  

February 19th, March 19th and May 21st.  
For information visit insidethewalls.org/set-free. 

 

ST. PAUL INSIDE THE WALLS, MADISON 

 

   St. Patrick School is one of only four Catholic 
elementary schools in the nation to be nationally 
STEM certified. We invite families with children 
currently enrolled in non-Catholic schools to 
consider the benefits of a parish school 
environment where Gospel values are combined 
with National Blue Ribbon and STEM certified 
academics each day. Learn more at Walk In 
Wednesdays. Drop by any Wednesday between 
9:00am and 11:00am for a personal tour. Email 
admissions@st-pats.org or call 973-635-4623 to 
learn more or to schedule a more convenient time.   
   St. Patrick School is now accepting 
applications for the 2019-2020 school year. 
Transfer grants are available to new students 
entering grades 1 thru 7 coming from public, 
charter or home schools. 

SAINT PATRICK SCHOOL, CHATHAM 

Nameless Yet Known 
Identifying with the Unnamed People in Scripture 

Tuesday, February 12th 
7:00pm to 9:00pm 

($20-$30 as you are able) 
Presenter: Laura M. Arvin, OP 

 

   Scripture is filled with “anonymous” people who 
encounter Jesus and are healed or transformed. 
What do these unnamed people have to say to 
me? Do I see my story in theirs? Come for an 
evening of reflection to learn how your journey 
mirrors the encounters of some of the nameless 
women and men who meet Jesus. 
 

   Registration is required by calling 908-753-
2091 or by email to msmhope@msmhope.org 

MOUNT SAINT MARY HOUSE OF PRAYER 
WATCHUNG 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS     

   The following items are 
greatly needed to replenish 
our Food Pantry: White Rice (2lb 
bag), Honey Nut Cheerios, Jelly, 
Hot Chocolate, Spaghetti 
Noodles and Corn. Please 
bring all items to the basket 
in the church set aside for 

food pantry items.  
   Thank you for your generosity in helping those 
in need. 

   Support Group for Family and Friends of 
those affected by Substance Use Disorder are 
offered at Trinity House, Stirling. These 

meetings are held the last Wednesday of each 
month at 7:30pm. The next meeting will be 

February 27th. The evening features 
discussions, speakers, spiritual consolation and 

light refreshments.  
   If you or someone you know is suffering and 
would benefit from an evening of sharing and 

community support please consider attending one 
or more of these sessions. For more details contact 

Keaton Douglas at 973-370-3784 or 
shrinerecovery@gmail.com. 

TRINITY HOUSE 

 

“Extend your mercy towards others, so that there 
can be no one in need whom you meet without 
helping.”      St. Vincent de Paul 

   “Healing the Grieving Heart: The Journey After 
the Death of a Loved One” is an 8 week 
bereavement support group held at the Church 
of the Little Flower Bernauer Parish 
Center, 290 Plainfield Ave., Berkeley Heights. 
Meetings will be held on Tuesdays starting 
February 12th through April 2nd from 
1:00pm to 2:30pm. There is no charge to 
attend.  
 

   The facilitator is a licensed professional 
counselor, Jeanne Marie Mirabella. All are 
welcome to attend regardless of religious 
affiliation.  
 

   Registration is required by emailing 
Mariana or Maria at bereavement.lf@gmail.com 
or call the parish office at 908-464-1585 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
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