
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. BENILDE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1901 Division Street • Metairie, Louisiana  70001 

Church Office: (504) 834-4980 • Church Fax: (504) 831-5810 • Church Email: stbenildechurch@cox.net 

www.stbenilde.org  

 
CLERGY 
Rev. Robert T. Cooper, Pastor 
Rev. H.L. Brignac, Sacramental  Asst. 
Deacon Biaggio DiGiovanni  
Deacon Stephen Gordon 
Deacon Clifford Wright 

 

BAPTISMS 
First and Third Sundays of the month  
at 12 Noon. Please call the Parish  

Office for more information.  
 

MATRIMONY 
Please contact a priest/deacon  
8 months prior to your wedding.  

 

FUNERALS 
Arrangements may be made at the  
Parish Office.  

Sunday, May 7, 2017     Fourth Sunday of Easter 

ORDINARY FAMILIES  

EXTRAORDINARY FAITH 

DEVOTIONS 
Holy Hour in Church 

Monday, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Following 7 a.m. Mass on Tuesday 

 

NEWCOMERS 
Call the Parish Office to receive a New 

Parishioner Registration Packet. 

  
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY  

St. Benilde Conference 
(504) 233-3246 

 

ST. BENILDE SCHOOL 
Mr. Matt Downey, Principal 

1801 Division Street •  Metairie, LA  
(504) 833-9894 

 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil … 4 p.m. 

Sunday … 9:00, 11:00 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
Monday—Friday … 7:00 a.m. 

Monday and Thursday … 5:30 p.m. 
First Saturday … 8:45 a.m. 

 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
See Inside the Bulletin for Schedule 

 

CONFESSION TIMES 
Saturday … 3:00—3:45 p.m. 
Sunday … 5:00—5:45 p.m. 
Monday … 6:00—6:45 p.m. 

and by appointment at the Parish Office 

DIVINE MERCY ADORATION CHAPEL 
Eucharistic Adoration from 7:00 p.m. Sunday  

till 4:00 p.m. Saturday 
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 Ministers of the Liturgy   
May 6 & 7, 2017 

 

Saturday - 4 P.M.  
Intention: Melissa Mendel Zimmerman,  

Patricia Fichter, Judith Theisges, Malcolm A. Kaye, 

Patrick C. McKinney, Merle & Charles Dittmer, 

Dale Forshag, George Spaulding, Dorothy Van Hoven, 

Cathy & Roger Ayers (L), Joseph Segari, Dolores Fallon 

Flora Maria Be, Rose Marie Greco Federico 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

J. Rodosta, L. Segari 

Cantor:  Trish Foti   Organist:  Jared Croal 
 

Sunday -  9 A.M. 
Intention: Parishioners 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

M. Evola, P. Fleming, R. Meche, B. O’Hara 

Song Leaders:  Traditional Choir  
 

Sunday -  11 A.M. 
Intention: Ebling Family, Mary & Melvin Ducote, 

Patricia Fichter, Kelvin Ducote, Maizie Marks, 

Ellen Frisard (L), Dianne Z. Harrison, Edel Quinn, 

Joseph Donald Bernard, Paul J. Hymel, Jr.,  

Joseph Conrad Stengle, Jr., Johnny Walker, 

Judith Theisges, Verda Dugas, Walter Clement 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

S. Gordon, L. Peters, J. Hutchinson, J. Hutchinson 

Song Leaders: Contemporary Choir 
 

Sunday -  6 P.M. 
Intention: June & Marvin Ackermann (L) 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

A. Calongne, B. Henry 

Cantor:  Lauren Gisclair  Pianist:  Beth Kettenring 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday  7:00 a.m.  Catherine Finnan 

  5:30 p.m.  Maizie Marks 

Tuesday  7:00 a.m.  Mr. & Mrs. C. J. Stouff, Sr. 

Wednesday  7:00 a.m.  Salvadore Sam Federico 

  8:15 a.m.  June & Marvin Ackermann (L) 

Thursday  7:00 a.m.  Bill C. Johnson 

  5:30 p.m.  Judith Theisges 

Friday   7:00 a.m.  Judith Theisges 

 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns in memory of  

The Souls in Purgatory 
 

The Blessed Mother  

    Votive Lamps burn  

in memory of 

Calvin Tozel 

Adoration Chapel  

Sanctuary Lamp burns  

in  memory of  

Stuart and Gloria Fourroux 

 

Adoration Chapel Candles 

burn in memory of 

Deceased Parishioners 

Altar Ladies  
Week of May 7 
M. Curry, G. Boling 

 

Linens 
Large -  B. Koch-Jones 

Small -  C. Jones 

The St. Joseph Votive Lamps 

burn in  

Thanksgiving for a Prayer   

Answered 
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The Altar Candles burn  
in memory of 
Calvin Tozel 



Stewardship of Treasure 
Weekend of April 29 & 30 

Envelopes …………………………………...$2,266.00 

Loose ………………………………………….3,509.00 

Electronic Giving ……………………………...145.00 

Repairs & Maintenance  ………………………155.00 

Msgr. Richaud Fund ……………………………35.00 

Totaling ……………………………………..$6,110.00 

Catholic Home Missions Collection……….$686.00 

 
“Let us focus on generosity, or returning God’s gifts 

with increase, through the generous sharing of our time, 

talent and treasure.”  

~ Fr. Cooper  

Extraordinary Ministers 
of  Holy Communion  

May 13/14 
4   PM    C. Casente, A. Delaup 
9   AM    C. Rispoli, B. Soleto, J. & G. Rojas 
11 AM    J. Ackermann, J. Wright, C. & T. Pitre 
6   PM    D. Powers, B. David 
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100th Anniversary of the Apparitions  
Of Our Lady of Fatima 

 
On Saturday, May 13, everyone is 
invited to join us for a special 
morning of activities to commemorate 
the appearance of our Blessed Mother 
to the children of Fatima 100 years 
ago.  

 
8:45 AM—  Mass 
9:25 AM—  Breakfast Buffet in                                  
          Teen Center                   
10 AM—      Movie : “The 13th Day” 
11 AM—      Break/Brief Discussion 
11:20 AM—Rosary 
11:50 AM—Final Comments/Prayer 

 
 
The event should end at 12 noon.  For more 
information, please contact Val Hebert at 
valencemt@aol.com or (504) 427-0327. 



Fr. Cooper’s Corner 
 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations 2017 

     God has a plan for each of us, a plan by which He means to sanctify us, and a plan which 
He has designated as our own personal road to heaven. This is our vocation, our calling. For 
many, it is marriage. But for other select souls it is the priesthood or religious life. 
     “Jesus said, ‘My sheep hear my voice … and they follow me.’” The problem is that so many 
today do not hear His voice, and some that do hear His voice refuse to follow Him because 
the passing enticements of the world are too attractive. This is at the root of our present-day 
vocation crisis and why the Church has observed a World Day of Prayer for Vocations on the 
Fourth Sunday of Easter for the last 54 years. People often do not hear God’s voice calling 
them because all of the noise in the world around them has drown it out. There are those 
who perhaps do not turn off the music because they are afraid of silence and what they might 
hear in the depths of their soul. 
     God speaks to us in the silence of our hearts, but when a person constantly surrounds 
himself with the noise of television, radio and I-Pods, he won’t hear that voice. There is no 
shortage of people being called by God. It is just that so many of them are not listening or are not able to hear for all of 
the noise. 
     It used to be that many Catholics at some time in their life at least considered a vocation to the priesthood or 
religious life. Today, it is not even on the radar screen because it does not seem very attractive. They do not see a 
vocation to the priesthood and consecrated life as desirable. They do not see that it is a special gift from God that He 
has designed for those select souls which He has called to this special state of life – a gift that will bring them happiness 
and fulfillment, not only in the life to come, but also in this life. 
     Even so, this unique call, in turn, “requires a free response on the part of men and women; a positive response 
which always presupposes acceptance of and identification with the plan that God has for everyone” (Benedict XVI, 
“Message of the Holy Father for the 46th World Day of Prayer for Vocations,” 3 May 2009). The one who is “called” 
voluntarily leaves everything and submits himself to the teaching of the divine Master; hence a fruitful dialogue 
between God and man begins, a mysterious encounter between the love of the Lord who calls and the freedom of man 
who responds in love, hearing the words of Jesus echoing in his soul, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide.” Attracted by God, from the very first 
centuries of Christianity, many men and women have left families, possessions, material riches and all that is humanly 
desirable in order to follow Christ generously and live the Gospel without compromise, which had become for them a 
school of deeply rooted holiness. 
     Although the priesthood and the consecrated life are both special calls to sanctity, undertaken by renunciation of 
the normal ways of the world, there are fundamental differences between the two. The priesthood is a sacrament in 
which a man’s soul is reconfigured to Christ, so that he becomes an instrument through which Christ works to sanctify 
others. He becomes a channel by which Christ bestows His life-giving grace on others, primarily through the 
sacraments. He becomes a shepherd for the flock to keep them from going astray. A man does not become a priest for 
his own good but solely for the good of others. Sure, it is his duty to strive for personal holiness, but nonetheless, his 
primary purpose is not to sanctify himself, but to sanctify others. 
     Consecrated religious, on the other hand, are persons who give themselves as a total and unqualified gift to God in a 
radical manner through the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience in imitation of Christ, the poor, chaste and 
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obedient. The religious becomes a sign of contradiction to the world by pointing to the ultimate goal. In renouncing the 
world, they already begin here on earth to live the life of heaven where there are no possessions, where people are no 
longer given in marriage and where there is perfect obedience, that is, total conformity with the will of God. In seeking 
personal sanctification, the religious offers himself up as a sacrifice for the world, so that it too may be saved. “To 
imitate Christ, chaste, poor and obedient, and to identify with him: this is the ideal of the consecrated life, a witness to 
the absolute primacy of God in human life and history” (Benedict XVI, “Message of the Holy Father for the 47th World 
Day of Prayer for Vocations,” 25 April 2010). 
     Throughout the history of Christianity, the Holy Spirit has raised up many different forms of consecrated life to serve 
the many needs of the Church and the world. Dating to the very dawn of Christianity, monastic life was among the 
earliest forms of consecrated life in which monks separated themselves from the world, so that through a balance of 
the interior life and work, they could offer themselves in unceasing praise to God. In later centuries, the Holy Spirit 
raised up new forms of consecrated life devoted to the service of the Church in apostolic and missionary work. The first 
among these were the mendicant orders, like the Dominicans and Franciscans, who are called friars. There are canons 
regular, like the Norbertines. And there are clerics regular; the most commonly known to you being the Jesuits. There 
are institutes of contemplative life, which through a hidden life of constant prayer sustains the Church and a world 
constantly teetering on the brink of self-annihilation. Some think that they live useless and unproductive lives, but if 
not for their constant intercession before the throne of God in contemplative prayer, we would have all perished long 
ago. There are secular institutes, societies of apostolic life, consecrated virgins, hermits and consecrated widows and 
widowers. Because the Holy Spirit is always attuned to the needs of the Church and the world, He is constantly raising 
up new communities, and in our modern age, even new forms of consecrated life that have never even existed before, 
such as Opus Dei. 
     Over the last few decades, we have had a serious vocation crisis that was due in large part to the mass defections 
from the priesthood and religious orders, which began in the 1960s. But over the last several years, there has been a 
rise in the number of seminarians, as well as in certain religious orders. In fact, there has also been an enormous 
increase in the creation of new communities, such as the Canons Regular of St. John Cantius. God continues to call 
many men and women. He never ceases to inspire people to offer themselves up by a radical living out of the 
evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity and obedience as “signs of contradiction for the world, whose thinking is often 
inspired by materialism, self-centeredness and individualism.” He never ceases to call men to the priesthood to 
become radical witnesses to the world as other Christs to heal their spiritual wounds and lead them to heaven through 
the sacraments. 
     But we also have to pray to God for vocations; implore Him to send us men and women, who will willingly choose to 
reject the world for the sake of something far greater; “to imitate Christ, chaste, poor and obedient, and to identify 
with him.” 
     So many people see this short sojourn on earth as the final goal and never truly think of what God’s plan for them is. 
That is why we have a vocations crisis. God is left out of the picture. And when He is left out of the picture you trudge 
through life without even considering that He may have a much better way for you to reach heaven. Our life on earth is 
only a short prelude to our ultimate goal, which is to reach heaven where we will spend all eternity. Our vocation is the 
means by which God has determined that we will best achieve that goal. And it is also the means by which we have the 
possibility of achieving the greatest degree of happiness in this life and in the next. 
     We have many young people in our parish, and I am certain that God is calling some of them to the priesthood and 
consecrated life. That is why I am asking all of you, my young parishioners, to keep an open and uncluttered heart, so 
that when He calls, you will hear Him. And at the same time, I want to ask that the rest of you never cease praying for 
them, so that when they do hear His voice, they will follow Him with a generous heart. 
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ST. BENILDE CATHOLIC CHURCH – ID # 113850 

1901 DIVISION ST. 

METAIRIE, LA  70001 

504-834-4980 

 

NANCY CAROLLO 

504-834-4980 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAYS  -  9 A.M. TO 3 P.M. 

FRIDAYS  - 9 A.M. TO 12 NOON 

 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 


