
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. BENILDE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1901 Division Street • Metairie, Louisiana  70001 

Church Office: (504) 834-4980 • Church Fax: (504) 831-5810 • Church Email: stbenildechurch@cox.net 

www.stbenilde.org  

 
CLERGY 
Rev. Robert T. Cooper, Pastor 
Rev. H.L. Brignac, Sacramental  Asst. 
Deacon Biaggio DiGiovanni  
Deacon Stephen Gordon 
Deacon Clifford Wright 

 

BAPTISMS 
First and Third Sundays of the month  
at 12 Noon. Please call the Parish  

Office for more information.  
 

MATRIMONY 
Please contact a priest/deacon  
8 months prior to your wedding.  

 

FUNERALS 
Arrangements may be made at the  
Parish Office.  

April 22, 2018      Fourth Sunday of Easter 

ORDINARY FAMILIES  

EXTRAORDINARY FAITH 

DEVOTIONS 
Holy Hour in Church 

Monday, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Following 7 a.m. Mass on Tuesday 

 

NEWCOMERS 
Call the Parish Office to receive a New 

Parishioner Registration Packet. 

  
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY  

St. Benilde Conference 
(504) 233-3246 

 

ST. BENILDE SCHOOL 
Michael Buras, Interim Principal 

1801 Division Street •  Metairie, LA  
(504) 833-9894 

 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil … 4 p.m. 

Sunday … 9:00, 11:00 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
Monday—Friday … 7:00 a.m. 

Monday and Thursday … 5:30 p.m. 
First Saturday … 8:45 a.m. 

 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
See Inside the Bulletin for Schedule 

 

CONFESSION TIMES 
Saturday … 3:00—3:45 p.m. 
Sunday … 5:00—5:45 p.m. 
Monday … 6:00—6:45 p.m. 

and by appointment at the Parish Office 

DIVINE MERCY ADORATION CHAPEL 
Eucharistic Adoration from 7:00 p.m. Sunday  

till 4:00 p.m. Saturday 



Parish Motto—Building the Kingdom of  God 

 Ministers of the Liturgy 
April 21 & 22, 2018  

 

Saturday - 4 P.M.  
Intention: Catherine S. Finnan, George Spaulding, 

Beverly Manfre, Joseph Segari, Poor Souls, 

Melissa Mendel Zimmerman, Austin Burroughs, 

Merle & Charles Dittmer, Patrick C. McKinney, 

Flora Maria Be, Emile Fichter, Jr., Jess Matherne, Jr. 

Hubert LaBorde, Colgan Family, Russell Joubert, Jr. 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

K. Hartdegan, C. Casente 

Cantor:  Trish Foti   Organist:  Jared Croal 
 

Sunday -  9 A.M. 
Intention: June & Marvin Ackerman (L) 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

C. & R. Ayers, K. Klapatch, R. Theriot 

Song Leaders:  Traditional Choir  
 

Sunday -  11 A.M. 
Intention: Jess Matherne, Jr., Audrey Cusimano, 

Rose Mary Silbernagel, Todd Hillburn, Ray Black (L), 

Joseph Donald Bernard, Paul Hymel, Jr.,  

Mary & Melvin Ducote, Kelvin Ducote,  

Ronnie  & Dianne Z. Harrison, Pascal Giovingo, 

Theresa Montgomery, Miriam Whitman, 

Roger & Cathy Ayers (L), Joseph Copora, 

Donald Bordelon , Geno Soleto 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

J. Ackermann, J. Wright, S. Gordon, L. Peters 

Song Leaders: Contemporary Choir 
 

Sunday -  6 P.M. 
Intention: Russell Joubert 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

D. Childers, C. Pitre 

Cantor:  Lauren Gisclair  Pianist:  Beth Kettenring 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday  7:00 a.m.  Ann Newell 

  5:30 p.m.  Clarissa J. Marcello 

Tuesday  7:00 a.m.  Ralph Alvarez 

Wednesday  7:00 a.m.  William & Nila Roa (L) 

  8:15 a.m.  Sr. Therese Fletchinger, SSND  

Thursday  7:00 a.m.  Marie Volz 

  5:30 p.m.  Joy Rojas 

Friday   7:00 a.m.  George Spaulding 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns in memory of  

The Souls in Purgatory 
 

The Blessed Mother  

    Votive Lamps burn  

For Reparations for Sins 

 

Adoration Chapel  

Sanctuary Lamp burns  

in  memory of  

Stuart & Gloria Fourroux 

 

Adoration Chapel Candles 

burn in memory of 

Deceased Religious 

Altar Ladies  
Week of April 22 
B. O’Hara, J. Didier 

 

Linens 
Large -  J. Wright 

Small -  F. Cortello 

St. Benilde Catholic Church              

The Altar Flowers are in  
memory of   

Deceased Parishioners 

 
The Paschal Candle  
burns in memory of  

Joy Rojas 



Stewardship of Treasure 
Weekend of April 14 & 15 

Envelopes …………………………………...$4,323.00 

Loose ………………………………………….2,739.00 

Electronic Giving ……………………………...428.00 

Repairs & Maintenance  ………………………528.00 

Msgr. Richaud Fund …………………………..190.00 

Totaling ……………………………………..$8,208.00 

 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of  Holy Communion  

April 28/29 
4   PM  R. Aucoin, J. Rodosta   
9   AM  C. Frederick, L. Director, J. Tusa, P. Cifreo  
11 AM  A. Duersel, R. Oleksik, C. & T. Pitre 
6   PM   D. Childers, B. Henry 

Out Of  Reverence  
For The Lord Jesus 

 

who so generously shares with 

us His Body and Blood in the 

Eucharist, worshipers are 

earnestly invited to remain with 

the congregation until Mass is 

concluded. 
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World Day of Prayer                        
for Vocations                                              
April 22, 2018 

Today the Church throughout the world prays for 

vocations. Will you make a special effort to ask the 

Lord for more vocations to the priesthood and 

religious life? 

Pray for the priests who have ministered to you 

throughout your life, both living and dead. 

Keep our parish priests in your prayers 

throughout the week. 

Encourage your children, grandchildren, or 

other young people to consider a vocation as a 

priest or religious brother or sister. 

Pray a rosary for more young men and women in 

our archdiocese to respond to God’s call. 

LEARN ABOUT THE CATHOLIC 

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE  
  

St. Benilde is hosting a 10-hour theology course 
on the Catholic Understanding of 
Scripture on Saturday April 28 & May 12 
from 9AM – 2 PM .  
  
This course introduces the individual to basic 
beliefs about the Catholic understanding of 
scripture, especially the creation account, the 
covenant made by God with Abraham and his 
descendants, and God's covenant with Jesus. 
  
Catholic school teachers, Parish School of 
Religion catechists, and catechetical leaders can 
earn Office of Religious Education basic 
certification credit for completing this course, 
however, the course is open to anyone seeking 
to learn more about their Catholic faith.  
  
The cost of the course is $10.  To register, visit 
http://nolaore.org/ or call 504-861-6302 for 
more information. 

http://nolaore.org/catholic-understanding-of-scripture-registration


Fr. Cooper’s Corner 
 

The Key to Robust Vocations  

     The first Letter of Peter features prominently in the Church’s liturgy during Easter. It is 
read in the Office of Readings during the Octave of Easter. It provides the Second 
Readings for the Easter Season every third year in the three-year cycle of readings, and 
three of the Easter season Epistles in the Extraordinary Form of the Mass are from First 
Peter. The Church’s reflection on the Scriptures, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
has led to the attention given this short Epistle in this season. 
     The First Epistle of Peter emphasizes faithful living under the stress of hostility and 
persecution.  It ties the Church’s sufferings to those of her Lord. It urges a stance of 
fidelity and of high moral seriousness no matter what the circumstances. St. Peter thus is 
not endorsing slavery when he urges slaves to be submissive to their masters; he is urging 
Christian witness. Christians are to be prepared to suffer for doing good just as Christ 
innocently suffered. Christian living is to be on a high moral level as a testimony to the 
Lord. 
     Some scholars think that the epistle or at least parts of it originated as a Baptismal homily, calling on the newly 
baptized to be prepared to live out their faith in dedicated discipleship and if necessary in suffering and to live out 
their faith by continuing to grow in it. “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word” is one of the best-
known quotes from First Peter – and it supports the idea that at least parts of the letter are addressed to the 
newly baptized.  
     That phrase is the introit for the Sunday after Easter, the day when in ancient Rome the newly baptized laid 
aside their white baptismal garments. (In Latin it is Quasimodo geniti and gave the name to the Hunchback of 
Notre Dame who was deposited on that day at the steps of the great Cathedral.) In any case, we see in First Peter 
a call to live out our Baptism in faithful discipleship in all circumstances. We are, as St. Paul says in the Letter to 
the Romans, buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might live a new life. Resurrection, Baptism, Faithful discipleship – these critical Easter 
themes meet again and again in First Peter. 
     I have begun this reflection with references to First Peter rather than to the Gospel of the Good Shepherd 
because I want to lay a foundation for reflection on this World Day of Prayer for Vocations. This day has that 
designation because on the Fourth Sunday of Easter, the Gospel is always from John 10, where Jesus speaks of 
Himself as the Good Shepherd. The Church has accordingly set this day aside as a time to give particular attention 
to prayer for vocations to the priesthood, so that there will be adequate and able priests to shepherd the people 
of God, to help them to live out the baptismal vocation to which the First Epistle of Peter calls our attention 
repeatedly. 
     There is no question of the need. A shortage of priests diminishes the opportunities for the Sacraments and it 
dilutes the critical opportunities for teaching. The problem is not limited to the Catholic Church and cannot simply 
be laid at the door of the requirement for celibacy. And it is this situation that, I believe, makes First Peter so 
important on this World Day of Prayer for Vocations. For the key to robust vocations is not a recruitment program 
– nor even the marriage of the clergy. The key to vocations as to every other problem that faces the Church is 
faithfulness. The key is discipleship. If we live out our baptismal calling, if we are prepared to suffer rejection or 
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even persecution for the sake of the truth, if we imbibe the sincere milk of the Word by striving ever more to 
know and understand our faith, if we avail ourselves of confession and examine our consciences, if we see our 
material gifts as gifts from God and generously share them for the ministry of the Church and the service of those 
in need, if we are prepared to say no to the madness of the world around us, if we are joyful because we 
remember that Jesus wins in the end, if we are people of prayer, study and contemplation, if we endeavor to die 
with Christ each day to sin and to rise with Him to newness of life, then we will have a healthy vibrant Church that 
will produce ample vocations to the priesthood and to the religious life, which is also such an important leaven in 
the Church’s life. 
     So we should pray for vocations and we should do so daily. We should not hesitate to suggest the possibility to 
the young or to weigh it for ourselves. But first of all, we must be the kind of disciple that First Peter urges us to 
be. For you see, we are not only sheep; we are all in some measure shepherds – shepherds for ourselves, for 
those who are near and dear, and for those whose lives intersect with ours. 
     I’m not making that up. The Church has always understood that it is the function of the bishop – with his 
priests – to ‘teach, govern, and sanctify’ the Church. It is a magnificent summary. The faith and morals of the 
Church need to be taught. The Church needs to be governed lest we become a random collection of lost 
sheep. Moreover, the Church needs to be sanctified by constant closeness to Christ – through the Sacrament and 
through imitating him. This is the role of the bishop for it is his calling as ‘episcopos’ which in Greek simply means 
overseer. But as the Epistle of Peter reminds us – echoing the Old Testament, especially the Book of Exodus – the 
whole Church is “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own, so that you may announce 
the praises” of Him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light 
     Through the Sacrament of Baptism we all have a share in the priesthood of Christ. And I am reminded of that 
every time I baptize. After the Baptism, the child is anointed on the crown of the head. The only other time that 
happens in a Sacrament is when a bishop is ordained! It is a powerful reminder that we are called to exercise the 
royal priesthood, so that we may announce the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His wonderful 
light. 
     He has called us out of darkness – out of the darkness of death, sin, and ignorance. He has called us out of the 
darkness of an angry, confused, self-indulgent culture. He has called us to teach by word and example that 
following Christ is the better path. He has called us to govern in the Church – first by governing ourselves and 
listening to the teaching of the Church, especially when it is uncomfortable – and then by contributing to its 
ongoing life. Moreover, He has called us to sanctify ourselves in a quest for a holier life and to sanctify others by 
our word and example. 
      When the people of God strives thus to live, their prayer for vocations will yield fruit. 
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Join Rev. Jim Sichko on Retreat  
 

The Archdiocese of New Orleans Retreat Center, 
5500 St. Mary St., Metairie, invites you to join our 
retreat entitled "be Kind, Be Merciful, Be You, Be 
Christ!" April 27-29. presented by Rev. Jim Sichko. 
In this retreat, our dynamic speaker shares his life 
experiences to share the Gospel message of Jesus 
Christ. For more information and to register, please 
call the Retreat Center at 504-887-1420. 

Willwoods Married Couples Retreat 
 

Married couples are invited to nourish and 

strengthen their marriages at the Willwoods 

Married Couples Retreat scheduled May 5-6 at the 

newly renovated St. Joseph Abbey Christian Life 

Retreat Center in Covington.  The suggested 

donation of $275 is requested but not required.  

For more information or to register, please call 

Jason Angelette at (504) 830-3716 or visit 

www.faithandmarriage.org 





APRIL 22, 2018 

 

ST. BENILDE CATHOLIC CHURCH – ID # 113850 

1901 DIVISION ST. 

METAIRIE, LA  70001 

504-834-4980 

 

NANCY CAROLLO 

504-834-4980 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAYS  -  9 A.M. TO 3 P.M. 

FRIDAYS  - 9 A.M. TO 12 NOON 

 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 


