
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. BENILDE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1901 Division Street • Metairie, Louisiana  70001 

Church Office: (504) 834-4980 • Church Fax: (504) 831-5810 • Church Email: stbenildechurch@cox.net 

www.stbenilde.org  

 
CLERGY 
Rev. Robert T. Cooper, Pastor 
Rev. H.L. Brignac, Sacramental  Asst. 
Deacon Biaggio DiGiovanni  
Deacon Stephen Gordon 
Deacon Clifford Wright 

 

BAPTISMS 
First and Third Sundays of the month  
at 12 Noon. Please call the Parish  

Office for more information.  
 

MATRIMONY 
Please contact a priest/deacon  
8 months prior to your wedding.  

 

FUNERALS 
Arrangements may be made at the  
Parish Office.  

June 2, 2019      Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 

ORDINARY FAMILIES  

EXTRAORDINARY FAITH 

DEVOTIONS 
Holy Hour in Church 

Monday, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Following 7 a.m. Mass on Tuesday 

 

NEWCOMERS 
Call the Parish Office to receive a New 

Parishioner Registration Packet. 

  
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY  

St. Benilde Conference 
(504) 233-3246 

 

ST. BENILDE SCHOOL 
Mr. Thomas Huck, Principal 

1801 Division Street •  Metairie, LA  
(504) 833-9894 

 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil … 4 p.m. 

Sunday … 9:00, 11:00 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
Monday—Friday … 7:00 a.m. 

Monday and Thursday … 5:30 p.m. 
First Saturday … 8:45 a.m. 

 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
See Inside the Bulletin for Schedule 

 

CONFESSION TIMES 
Saturday … 3:00—3:45 p.m. 
Sunday … 5:00—5:45 p.m. 
Monday … 6:00—6:45 p.m. 

and by appointment at the Parish Office 

DIVINE MERCY ADORATION CHAPEL 
Eucharistic Adoration from 7:00 p.m. Sunday  

till 4:00 p.m. Saturday 
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 Ministers of the Liturgy 
June 1 & 2, 2019   

 

Saturday - 4 P.M.  
Intention: Finnian Jude Blaylock (L), Joy Koch (L), 

Jo Ann Peterson (L), William Roa, David Hebert (L),  

George Spaulding, Melissa Mendel Zimmerman, 

Annette Chaplain Rasnic, Flora Maria Be, 

Patrick C. McKinney, Merle & Charles McKinney, 

Pete Muscarello, Jr., Austin Burroughs,   

Duane Koch (L), Joseph Segari, Gussy & Vicky 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

A. & P. Delaup 

Cantor:  Kevin Rouchell   Organist:  Jared Croal 
 

Sunday -  9 A.M. 
Intention: June & Marvin Ackermann (L) 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

M. Evola, P. Fleming, R. Meche, B. O’Hara 

Song Leaders:  Traditional Choir  
 

Sunday -  11 A.M. 
Intention: Bill C. Johnson, John Pinoges,  

Kelvin Ducote, Mary & Melvin Ducote,  

Andra Martin Cilluffa, Joseph Donald Bernard, 

Ruth Stengle, Russell Mayeur, Helen L. Dean, 

Elaine Cortello, Paul J. Hymel, Jr., Joseph Evola 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

J. Hutchison, J. Hutchison, K. Archer, K. Sorensen 

Song Leaders: Contemporary Choir 
 

Sunday -  6 P.M. 
Intention: Parishioners 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

A. Calongne, M. Plaideau 

Cantor:  Lauren Gisclair  Pianist:  Beth Kettenring 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday  7:00 a.m.  Floyd Bangs, Sr. 

  5:30 p.m.  Beverly Vacarri 

Tuesday  7:00 a.m.  Mr. & Mrs. George R. Simno, Jr.  

Wednesday  7:00 a.m.  Michael Borrello   

Thursday  7:00 a.m.  Judith Theisges 

  5:30 p.m.  John Tournillon 

Friday   7:00 a.m.  Noel Durkes 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns in memory of  

The Souls in Purgatory 
 

 

The Blessed Mother  

    Votive Lamps burn  

For Reparations for Sins 

Adoration Chapel  

Sanctuary Lamp burns  

in  memory of  

Stuart & Gloria Fourroux 

 

Adoration Chapel Candles 

burn for an 

End to Terrorism 

Altar Ladies  
Week of June 2 

C. Grace, S. Mercatante 
 

Linens 
Large -  L. Ducrow 
Small -  S. Holliday 
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The Altar Flowers are in  
memory of   

Deceased Parishioners 

 
The Paschal Candle  
burns in memory of  

Joy Rojas 



Stewardship of Treasure 
Weekend of May 25 & 26 

Envelopes …………………………………...$1,822.00 

Loose ………………………………………….1,362.00 

Electronic Giving ………………………………401.00 

Repairs & Maintenance…….………………….137.00 

Msgr. Richaud Fund ……………………………66.00 

Totaling ……………………………………..$3,788.00 

 
“Let us focus on generosity, or returning God’s gifts 

with increase, through the generous sharing of our time, 

talent and treasure.”  

~ Fr. Cooper  

Extraordinary Ministers 
of  Holy Communion  

June 8/9 
4   PM    C. Casente, L. Segari 
9   AM    J. Tusa, P. Cifreo, C. Frederick, L. Director 
11 AM    S. Gordon, L. Peters, K. Archer, R. Oleksik 
6   PM    L. Daigle, B. David 
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We Need Your Help! 
 

St. Benilde's Vacation Bible School invites you 
to assist them with their Kid to Kid 
Project.  The older kids will be working with a 
non-profit 
organization called 
The Magic Yarn 
Project.  They will 
assist in making 
decorative yarn 
wigs for children 
battling cancer. We 
will be holding a 
yarn sale after all masses during the weekend 
of June 15 & 16. For $5 you can purchase a 
bundle of yarn to be used to make Disney 
style wigs for the children's tender heads. 
There will be sample wigs on display. If you 
want to learn more about this please 
reference www.themagicyarnproject.com/
louisiana.  Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation.    

 

Grazie Fr. Cooper! 
 

Farewell Reception 
 

Sunday, June 23 
 

St. Benilde Cafeteria 
 

After the 11 AM Mass 
 

Everyone invited  

Hurricane Prayer           
 

      O God, Master of this passing world, hear the 
humble voices of your children.  The Sea of 
Galilee obeyed your order and returned to its 
former quietude; you are still the Master of land 
and sea.  We live in the shadow of a danger over 
which we have no control.  The Gulf, like a 
provoked and angry giant, can awake from its 
seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional 
boundaries, invade our land and spread chaos 
and disaster.  During this hurricane season, we 
turn to You, O loving Father.  Spare us from past 
tragedies whose memories are still so vivid and 
whose wounds seem to refuse to heal with the 
passing of time.  O Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our 
Beloved Mother, we ask you to plead with your 
Son in our behalf, so that spared from the 
calamities common to this area and animated 
with a true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the 
footsteps of your Divine Son to reach the heavenly 
Jerusalem where a storm-less eternity awaits us. 
Amen.  

http://www.themagicyarnproject.com/louisiana
http://www.themagicyarnproject.com/louisiana


Fr. Cooper’s Corner 
 

Courage in the Christian and Priestly Life  

This weekend we celebrate priestly ordinations in the Archdiocese of New Orleans. I 
thank these men for their courageous witness in faithfully following God’s call, and I too 
encourage them to persevere. Since the 1960s, to follow a priestly vocation is to be not 
only a sign of contradiction but also an object of derision. While some support you, many 
oppose, often including family members and fellow Catholics. Seminarians today have the 
faith and guts to suffer such indignities for Christ. However, at the same time, greater 
courage still is needed. We are living at a time when one of the big issues in priestly (and 
Episcopal) leadership is conflict aversion. Pastoral problems are often ducked rather than 
addressed. Neuralgic and unpopular teachings are neglected rather than named. Not 
hurting another’s feelings or offending another’s sensibilities, rather than charity in truth, 
is the operative moral praxis. 
 

Greater courage is needed, moreover, because we are living in an age in which popular 
culture routinely mocks Christian teaching and attacks Christians. We are treated as bigots for upholding Christ’s 
teaching on marriage and as misogynists for defending the sanctity of every life. We are being sued for not baking 
cakes or renting halls or compromising our consciences in favor of the culturally correct zeitgeist. Membership in 
the Knights of Columbus is being treated by some U.S. Senators in 2019 as communist party membership in the 
1950s. Catholic high school students from Covington, Kentucky were crucified by social media mobs, before even 
the facts were known, for their pro-life convictions and support for the President. 
 

Greater courage is needed as well because fears and phobias dominate our age. As toddlers, we are afraid of the 
dark, monsters, bad weather, bad dreams, strangers, separations, doctors and dentists, masks, and mascots. As 
we age, those fears are supplanted by dread of snakes, roaches, rodents, bats, loneliness, rejection, betrayal, 
unhappiness, change, unpopularity, wasting one’s life, missing out, the unknown, false accusations, personal 
failure, letting others down, getting fired, losing an argument, being judged, humiliated or ridiculed, poverty, 
public speaking, flying, loss of control, debilitating illness, pain, senility, the death of loved ones, torture, terrorist 
attacks, death, and hell. 
 

That is why Christ’s words, “Be not afraid,” were considered by St. John Paul II among the most important things 
our time needs to hear everywhere and often. Pope Francis has continued that focus on audacity by constantly 
repeating the need for parrhesia, the Greek word used by St. Luke in the Acts of the Apostles to refer to the 
boldness of the early Christians. Courage is, strictly speaking, not the absence of fear, but doing what we ought to 
do despite our fear because of the strength that we receive  
 

Greater courage is needed to share the truth in and out of season: a virtue and gift of the Holy Spirit. Many 
prophets had fears: Moses, Gideon, Jonah, Isaiah, and Jeremiah, to name a few. Jesus instructed the first 
disciples, as He was sending them as lambs in the midst of wolves, not to be frightened by those who can kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul, not to worry about how to speak or what to say, but to depend on the power of the 
Holy Spirit. He spoke to St. Paul on multiple occasions telling him not to be afraid, but to continue to give witness 
to Him in Jerusalem and in Rome. 
 

Greater courage is needed to love God with all our mind, heart, soul, and strength, and to love our neighbor—
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including even those who make themselves our enemies — not just a little, or even a lot, but in the self-sacrificial 
way to the extreme with which Jesus loved us. 
 

Greater courage is needed in the priestly and religious life to live chaste celibacy. Speaking about the virgin 
martyrs, St. Ambrose in the fourth century said, “Virginity is praiseworthy not because it is found in martyrs, but 
because it makes martyrs.” The strength required to a say “yes” to the love of Christ and a “no” to the desire for 
marriage and family is something that fortifies a person to stay faithful out of love to Christ at the supreme hour. 
This is what we see in Saints Agnes, Barbara, Agatha, Cecilia, Maria Goretti, and so many others. This is the 
chastity that also strengthened Jamie Schmidt of House Springs, Missouri, the 53-year-old mother of three who 
was gunned down at a Catholic Supply store in November 2018, for refusing to strip naked and perform a sex act 
on a gunman who had pressured two other women in the store to do so. 
 

Greater courage is needed to study and grow in wisdom and understanding, loving the Lord “with all our minds,” 
so that we can give reasons for the hope that is within us. It requires effort to master Sacred Scripture, to 
understand and articulate the teachings of the magisterium, to become an expert in prayer and the interior life, 
and to understand the culture well enough so that one can be salt, light, and leaven to it. 
 

Greater courage is needed to be “cheerful ascetics,” like Blessed Francis Xavier, whose 200thbirthday we celebrate 
this year. In an age of affirmation and of the consumerist, quasi-religious pursuit of the maximization of pleasure, 
self-denial and picking up our Cross each day to follow Christ seem almost insane. A healthy but vigorous 
asceticism is one of the things very much needed today in the clergy and Catholic people in general. Many do not 
moderate their appetites for food and sweets at all; their waistlines, sugar levels, and cholesterol numbers show 
it. Others drink too much, smoke, and cannot discipline their addictions to television, the internet, or social 
media. Others cannot conquer their anger or their sexual appetite. Courage is needed to train ourselves through 
mortification to say “yes” to God and “no” to the concupiscence of the eyes, flesh, and pride of life. 
 

Greater courage is needed to obey the Lord, to be true doers of the Word, especially through the flawed human 
instruments God places over us. The recent scandals have made it more challenging for priests, seminarians, and 
faithful alike to trust bishops implicitly, and that weaker human trust makes the lived experience of obedience 
more challenging. To obey God through the Church requires overcoming more fears today than yesterday and a 
greater boldness in trusting in the constitution the Lord has given to the Church and in the Holy Spirit’s constant 
guidance despite checkered receptivity on the part of some in authority. 
 

Greater courage is needed to recognize we are sinners in need of a Savior and come to receive His mercy through 
His priestly instruments, confessing our sins with candor and contrition, and intending to cut off the metaphorical 
hands and feet and pluck out the eyes that lead us to sin. It also requires daring to share mercy at the Lord’s 
standard with those who have wronged us. 
 

We must pray about where courage comes from, a deep sense of our divine filiation: that God loves us infinitely, 
unconditionally, and without end. That conviction allows us to live boldly, because we know that we have in our 
corner the One who has triumphed over Satan, sin, and death and will never abandon us. In addition, we must be 
constantly reminded that we need the courage to remain faithful to the end. We live in an age in which many 
people give up: on prayer, fighting sin, suffering, Mass, Confession, marriage, religious vows, priestly vocations, 
jobs, hope, even life itself. We need courage never to give up, never to stop running the race, fighting the good 
fight, keeping the faith, and growing in it. The God who knows we need courage in all of these ways and gives us 
all we need to live boldly—gives of Himself, to embolden us from within. That is the way we are able to live, as 
Christians, priests, and religious, unafraid.   
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Eucharistic Adorers Needed 
 

 For the past 10 years, we have been blessed 
to have Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration here at St. 
Benilde Parish.  Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is 
the adoration of Jesus Christ present in the Holy 
Eucharist. The Eucharist is displayed 
in a special holder called a 
monstrance, and people come to pray 
and worship Jesus continually 
throughout the day and the night. 
 
 Come to our Perpetual 
Adoration Chapel and spend some 
time with our Lord. He is waiting 
there to embrace you, lovingly and 
mercifully!  
 
 If you would like to become a committed 
adorer, please contact George Rojas at (504) 834-
5525 or visit the parish website: 

 www.stbenilde.org/eucharistic-adoration  
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Six Weeks of Prayer for 
our New Pastor 

“The world’s bishops, priests, and 
deacons need people’s prayers and 

encouragement to continually deepen 
their relationship with Jesus and serve 

their community with love,” said Pope 
Francis. With this in mind, it is important 
that we pray for our new pastor, Fr. 

Matthew Johnston, as he prepares to 
shepherd the flock of St. Benilde Parish 

beginning July 1st. Over the next six 
Sundays, we will offer a different prayer to 
be used by our entire parish family. May 

we always sustain Fr. Matthew’s priestly 
ministry by our love, our constant prayer, 

and our trust in his leadership. 
 

Week 2: St. John Vianney’s 
Prayer for Priests 

God, please give to your Church today 
many more priests after your own heart. 
 

May they be worthy representatives of 
Christ the Good Shepherd. May they 
wholeheartedly devote themselves to 
prayer and penance; 
be examples of humility and poverty; 
shining models of holiness; tireless and 
powerful preachers of the Word of God; 
zealous dispensers of your grace in the 
sacraments. 
 

May their loving devotion to your Son Jesus 
in the Eucharist 



JUNE 2, 2019 

 

ST. BENILDE CATHOLIC CHURCH – ID # 113850 

1901 DIVISION ST. 

METAIRIE, LA  70001 

504-834-4980 

 

NANCY CAROLLO 

504-834-4980 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAYS  -  9 A.M. TO 3 P.M. 

FRIDAYS  - 9 A.M. TO 12 NOON 

 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 


