
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. BENILDE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1901 Division Street • Metairie, Louisiana  70001 

Church Office: (504) 834-4980 • Church Fax: (504) 831-5810 • Church Email: stbenildechurch@cox.net 

www.stbenilde.org  

 
CLERGY 
Rev. Robert T. Cooper, Pastor 
Rev. H.L. Brignac, Sacramental  Asst. 
Deacon Biaggio DiGiovanni  
Deacon Stephen Gordon 
Deacon Clifford Wright 

 

BAPTISMS 
First and Third Sundays of the month  
at 12 Noon. Please call the Parish  

Office for more information.  
 

MATRIMONY 
Please contact a priest/deacon  
8 months prior to your wedding.  

 

FUNERALS 
Arrangements may be made at the  
Parish Office.  

June 16, 2019      Solemnity of The Most Holy Trinity 

ORDINARY FAMILIES  

EXTRAORDINARY FAITH 

DEVOTIONS 
Holy Hour in Church 

Monday, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Following 7 a.m. Mass on Tuesday 

 

NEWCOMERS 
Call the Parish Office to receive a New 

Parishioner Registration Packet. 

  
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY  

St. Benilde Conference 
(504) 233-3246 

 

ST. BENILDE SCHOOL 
Mr. Thomas Huck, Principal 

1801 Division Street •  Metairie, LA  
(504) 833-9894 

 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil … 4 p.m. 

Sunday … 9:00, 11:00 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
Monday—Friday … 7:00 a.m. 

Monday and Thursday … 5:30 p.m. 
First Saturday … 8:45 a.m. 

 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
See Inside the Bulletin for Schedule 

 

CONFESSION TIMES 
Saturday … 3:00—3:45 p.m. 
Sunday … 5:00—5:45 p.m. 
Monday … 6:00—6:45 p.m. 

and by appointment at the Parish Office 

DIVINE MERCY ADORATION CHAPEL 
Eucharistic Adoration from 7:00 p.m. Sunday  

till 4:00 p.m. Saturday 
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 Ministers of the Liturgy 
June 15 & 16, 2019   

 

Saturday - 4 P.M.  
Intention: William Roa, Aime Grunewald, 

David Hebert (L), Pete Muscarello, Jr., Larry Hart, 

Gussie & Vicky, Richard Metcalf, Colgan Family, 

Mr. & Mrs., J. B. deVillentroy, Jr., Flora Maria Be, 

Carl A. Guidroz, Jr., Patrick C. McKinney, Allen Ashby, 

Merle & Charles Dittmer, Austin Burroughs, 

George Spaulding, Annette Chaplain Rasnic, 

Melissa Mendel Zimmerman,  Jo Ann Lewis, 

Joy Koch (L), Duane Koch (L), Joseph Segari, 

David Spangler (L),  Hubert LaBorde 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

D. Childers, A. Duersel 

Cantor:  Kevin Rouchell   Organist:  Jared Croal 
 

Sunday -  9 A.M. 
Intention: Don Rowan 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

C. Rispoli, B. Soleto, J. Zeringue, G. Rojas 

Song Leaders:  Traditional Choir  
 

Sunday -  11 A.M. 
Intention: Earl Lowrie,  Joseph Donald Bernard, 

Melvin Ducote, Kelvin Ducote, Thomas Prunty, 

Al Roux, , Chris Peters, Hilton F. Daigle, Jr.,  

Richard Metcalf, Duane Koch (L), Paul J. Hymel, Jr.,  

Andra Martin Cilluffa, Houston Rodriguez,                  

Joseph Cannizzaro, A. J. Cortello,  

Lucien Musco, Doug Jones (L)  

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

C. & T. Pitre, M. Bangs, J. Wright 

Song Leaders: Contemporary Choir 
 

Sunday -  6 P.M. 
Intention: Parishioners 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

M. Drawe, D. Powers 

Cantor:  Lauren Gisclair  Pianist:  Beth Kettenring 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday  7:00 a.m.  Floyd Bangs, Sr. 

  5:30 p.m.  Bob Kelly 

Tuesday  7:00 a.m.  George Rombach 

Wednesday  7:00 a.m.   Joseph Rombach  

Thursday  7:00 a.m.  Mercedes Cabrera 

  5:30 p.m.  June & Marvin Ackermann, (L) 

Friday   7:00 a.m.  Erin Wright 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns in memory of  

The Souls in Purgatory 
 

 

The Blessed Mother  

    Votive Lamps burn  

For Reparations for Sins 

Adoration Chapel  

Sanctuary Lamp burns  

in  memory of  

Stuart & Gloria Fourroux 

 

Adoration Chapel Candles 

burn in Thanksgiving for 

Fr. H L 

Altar Ladies  
Week of June 16 
B. O’Hara, J. Didier 

 

Linens 
Large -  L. Ducrow 
Small - S. Holliday  

 

The St. Joseph Votive Lamps 

burn in Thanksgiving for 

Fr. Cooper 

 

St. Benilde Catholic Church              

The Altar Flowers are in  
memory of   

Deceased Parishioners 



Stewardship of Treasure 
Weekend of June 8 & 9 

Envelopes …………………………………...$3,305.00 

Loose ………………………………………….1,220.00 

Electronic Giving ………………………………676.00 

Repairs & Maintenance  ………………………541.00 

Msgr. Richaud Fund …………………………..334.00 

Totaling ……………………………………..$6,086.00 

 

Peter’s Pence Collection……………………...$931.00 

 
“Let us focus on generosity, or returning God’s gifts 

with increase, through the generous sharing of our time, 

talent and treasure.”  

~ Fr. Cooper  

Extraordinary Ministers 
of  Holy Communion  

June 22/23 
4   PM  A. Delaup, K. Hartdegen   
9   AM  C. & R. Ayers, K. Klapatch, R. Theriot 
11 AM  N. Bostick, L. Frey, K. Archer, K. Sorensen 
6   PM  D. Childers, C. Pitre 

Out Of  Reverence  
For The Lord Jesus 

 

who so generously shares with 

us His Body and Blood in the 

Eucharist, worshipers are 

earnestly invited to remain with 

the congregation until Mass is 

concluded. 
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Fr. Cooper’s Corner 
 

The Great Hospital of Souls  

“The great miracle of the Curé of Ars,” one of his contemporaries said during the process for 
beatification “was his confessional, besieged day and night.” The fundamental reason why 
the Year for Priests had been called by Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on the 150th anniversary 
of the birth of St. John Vianney into eternal life was not that he left us a body of inspiring 
sermons like Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen. It was not principally because of the angelic way he 
would celebrate Mass, his all night vigils of prayer, his fasting on boiled potatoes, his 
legendary battles against the devil, or his famous love and care for orphans. What made him 
famous, what earned him the reputation of being a saint in his lifetime and the title of the 
patron saint of priests after his death, was what God did through him in his “besieged” 
confessional.  
 

For much of his 41 years in Ars, a town that had 230 souls when he arrived, he heard 
confessions of more than its entire population each day. He used to hear 12-14 hours of 
confessions in the winter and 16-18 hours in the summer. Most of us, in hearing those numbers, would naturally 
admire his commitment and dedication, much like we would commend anyone who worked 18 hour days in loving 
service of others. When I was a seminarian, I used to applaud the concrete “priority” he gave to the sacrament of 
confession, which obviously would have required many other sacrifices. It was only in December of 2007, however—
while hearing confessions at my first Advent penance service—that I really understood what St. John Vianney’s 
commitment really meant. That night, I sat in the confessional and heard confessions for three hours. I likened it to 
Jesus’ three hours on the cross. Even though I was use to pushing my body to the limit, I had never been so totally 
exhausted. My back ached. My bottom ached. My whole body ached, but I took solace at least that I could still feel it. 
My mind, on the other hand, felt totally depleted. A year later, when preaching a parish Lenten Mission, I heard 12 
hours of confessions stretched from Monday night through Wednesday night. At the end of the mission, I was 
comatose.  
 

When I think now about the Curé of Ars’ hearing confessions for 12-18 hours a day, the closest analogy I would give 
would be to running 25-40 miles a day … uphill … into gale force winds … with ankle weights … and wrist weights … in 
full body armor … made of lead. Morover, he did it almost every day for decades. What St. John Vianney did in the 
confessional is, to me, the physical equivalent of doing a triathlon for the last 11,000 days of his life. It gives new 
meaning to the term heroism. This is the first reason why we can say that the great miracle of the Curé of Ars was his 
confessional, because his daily stamina makes everything else look like minor feats in comparison.  
 

The second reason his confessional was miraculous was because of what was occurring on the other side of the screen. 
People from all over France were making their way to an inaccessible hamlet in the southeastern corner of the country, 
taking primitive trains, even more primitive horse-drawn carts, and often walking for miles in fog, rain and mud. Once 
there, they would in general need to wait up to eight days in a church that was stiflingly warm in summer and ice cold 
in the winter in order to have their confession heard. Why wouldn’t they have taken the easy way out and just have 
gone to confession to one of the priests in their cities or town? Why would as many as 4,000 people have shown up 
one day, and 120,000 in a year, to go to confession to this simple priest in a tiny village?  
 

They were coming, as one of the penitents once said, because they were encountering “God in a man.” In St. John 
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Vianney, they found more than a man ordained to act in the person of Christ to absolve them of their sins. Any validly 
ordained priest with faculties to hear confessions could do that. They were coming to someone who incarnated the 
mercy of the Heavenly Father, who shared the Good Shepherd’s zeal to do anything it took to bring back to the fold the 
one lost sheep, who would rejoice with all the saints in heaven over the repentance of one sinner, and who like Christ 
would willingly be hammered to the wood of his confessional to save sinners. In him, we encountered not just a 
confessor who administered God’s power for the forgiveness of sins, but the closest earthly approximation to the 
holiness of God. That drew them irresistibly and through all types of sacrifices to make the road to Ars the road to 
Damascus.  
 

His besieged confessional was miraculous even more so considering that in France in the 19th century, the sacrament of 
penance was not popular. Sometimes Catholics today can look back to the long confessional lines in the 1950’s and 
think that that was always the way it was until the present crisis in faith and in the practice of confession. When St. 
John Vianney arrived in Ars, however, most people were not practicing the faith at all, not to mention not having 
frequent recourse to the sacrament of penance. God used him, however, almost single-handedly, to bring the whole 
Church of France back to the beauty of His mercy.  
 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI wanted priests today to be willing to make the same heroic commitment to the 
confessional as their patron did, recognizing that the same miracle God worked in Ars for the Church in France He can 
work again. “Priests ought never to be resigned to empty confessionals or the apparent indifference of the faithful to 
this Sacrament,” the Holy Father wrote in a letter to priests. “In France, at the time of the Cure of Ars, confession was 
no more easy or frequent than in our own day, since the upheaval caused by the revolution had long inhibited the 
practice of religion. Yet he sought in every way, by his preaching and his powers of persuasion, to help his parishioners 
to rediscover the meaning and beauty of the Sacrament of Penance, presenting it as an inherent demand of the 
Eucharistic presence. He thus created a ‘virtuous’ circle. By spending long hours in church before the tabernacle, he 
inspired the faithful to imitate him by coming to visit Jesus with the knowledge that their parish priest would be there, 
ready to listen and offer forgiveness. Later, the growing numbers of penitents from all over France would keep him in 
the confessional for up to sixteen hours a day. It was said that Ars had become ‘a great hospital of souls.’” 
 

In a 1986 letter to priests on the bicentennial of the Curé’s birth, Pope St. John Paul said that the state of the world 
requires that all priests should imitate the pastor of Ars in making themselves “very available” for the Sacrament of 
Penance. He asked them to give it “priority over other activities” so that the faithful will realize the value attached to 
this “most difficult, the most delicate, the most taxing and the most demanding [priestly ministry] of all—especially 
when priests are in short supply.” Christ is asking His priests to generously open up again that “great hospital of souls,” 
so that He can replicate in the cities and towns of the Archdiocese of New Orleans and elsewhere the great miracle He 
worked through one priest in Ars. He is also calling all the faithful to come to receive this universal spiritual health care. 
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A Time of Farewell 

Please join us on the weekend of June 22nd 

and 23rd as Fr. Cooper will deliver his 
Farwell Homily to the Parishioners of St. 
Benilde Parish. 

Grazie, Fr. Cooper! 
 

Everyone is invited to a farewell reception on 
Sunday, June 23, after the 11 AM Mass. 
Come celebrate Fr. Cooper’s six years as pastor 
of St. Benilde Catholic Church as he leaves for 
his next assignment at Divine Mercy Parish. 



Eucharistic Adorers Needed 
 

 For the past 10 years, we have been blessed 
to have Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration here at St. 
Benilde Parish.  Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is 
the adoration of Jesus Christ present 
in the Holy Eucharist. The Eucharist 
is displayed in a special holder called 
a monstrance, and people come to 
pray and worship Jesus continually 
throughout the day and the night. 
 

 Adorers are needed on 
Mondays 1-2 PM; Tuesdays 3-4 
AM; Wednesdays 1-2 AM and 2-3 
AM; Thursdays 4-5 PM and 6-7 
PM; Fridays 3-4 PM and 4-5 AM. 
 

If you would like to become a committed adorer, 
please contact George Rojas at (504) 834-5525 or 
visit the parish website: 
 

 www.stbenilde.org/eucharistic-adoration  
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Six Weeks of Prayer for our 

New Pastor 

“The world’s bishops, priests, and deacons 
need people’s prayers and encouragement 
to continually deepen their relationship 
with Jesus and serve their community with 
love,” said Pope Francis. With this in mind, it 
is important that we pray for our new pastor, 
Fr. Matthew Johnston, as he prepares to 
shepherd the flock of St. Benilde Parish 
beginning July 1st. Over the next six Sundays, 
we will offer a different prayer to be used by 
our entire parish family. May we always 
sustain Fr. Matthew’s priestly ministry by our 
love, our constant prayer, and our trust in his 
leadership. 

Week 4: St. Teresa of Calcutta’s     
Prayer for Priests 

Mary, Mother of Jesus, throw your mantle of 
purity over our priests. 
 
Protect them, guide them, and keep them in 
your heart. Be a Mother to them, especially in 
times of discouragement and loneliness. 
Love them and keep them belonging completely 

to Jesus.  

Like Jesus, they, too, are your sons, so keep 
their hearts pure and virginal. Keep their minds 
filled with Jesus, and put Jesus always on 
their lips, so that he is the one they offer to 

sinner and to all they meet.  

Mary, Mother of Jesus, be their Mother,  
loving them and bringing them joy. Take special 
care of sick and dying priests, and the ones 
most tempted. Remember how they spent their 
youth and old age, their entire lives serving and 

giving all to Jesus.  

Mary, bless them and keep a special place for 
them in your heart. Give them a piece of your 
heart, so beautiful and pure and immaculate,  
so full of love and humility, so that they, too, 
can grow in the likeness of Christ.  
Dear Mary, make them humble like you, and 
holy like Jesus.  

Family Movie Night 
 

Please join us on Friday, June 21, at 7 PM, in the 

Teen Center for a showing of  the inspirational 

movie The Perfect Stranger. The plot involves Nikki 

Cominsky, a successful attorney, who is troubled by 

the fact that her life is not 

perfect.  One day, a mysterious 

invitation show up on her desk 

that reads, "You are invited to 

dinner with Jesus 

Christ."  Thinking it's a prank, she 

shows up only to find herself in 

the middle of a whirlwind evening of debate and 

revelation - with the most unforgettable man she 

would ever meet. Light refreshments will be 

available. For more information, please contact Val 

Hebert at valencemet@aol.com or (504) 427-0327.  

 

This weekend is Hospitality 

Weekend. Please join us for 
coffee, donuts, and fellowship 

after Mass.  



JUNE 16, 2019 

 

ST. BENILDE CATHOLIC CHURCH – ID # 113850 

1901 DIVISION ST. 

METAIRIE, LA  70001 

504-834-4980 

 

NANCY CAROLLO 

504-834-4980 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAYS  -  9 A.M. TO 3 P.M. 

FRIDAYS  - 9 A.M. TO 12 NOON 

 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 


