
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. BENILDE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1901 Division Street • Metairie, Louisiana  70001 

Church Office: (504) 834-4980 • Church Fax: (504) 831-5810 • Church Email: stbenildechurch@cox.net 

www.stbenilde.org  

 
CLERGY 
Rev. Robert T. Cooper, Pastor 
Rev. H.L. Brignac, Sacramental  Asst. 
Deacon Biaggio DiGiovanni  
Deacon Stephen Gordon 
Deacon Clifford Wright 

 

BAPTISMS 
First and Third Sundays of the month  
at 12 Noon. Please call the Parish  

Office for more information.  
 

MATRIMONY 
Please contact a priest/deacon  
8 months prior to your wedding.  

 

FUNERALS 
Arrangements may be made at the  
Parish Office.  

June 23, 2019      Solemnity of The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

ORDINARY FAMILIES  

EXTRAORDINARY FAITH 

DEVOTIONS 
Holy Hour in Church 

Monday, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Following 7 a.m. Mass on Tuesday 

 

NEWCOMERS 
Call the Parish Office to receive a New 

Parishioner Registration Packet. 

  
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY  

St. Benilde Conference 
(504) 233-3246 

 

ST. BENILDE SCHOOL 
Mr. Thomas Huck, Principal 

1801 Division Street •  Metairie, LA  
(504) 833-9894 

 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil … 4 p.m. 

Sunday … 9:00, 11:00 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
Monday—Friday … 7:00 a.m. 

Monday and Thursday … 5:30 p.m. 
First Saturday … 8:45 a.m. 

 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
See Inside the Bulletin for Schedule 

 

CONFESSION TIMES 
Saturday … 3:00—3:45 p.m. 
Sunday … 5:00—5:45 p.m. 
Monday … 6:00—6:45 p.m. 

and by appointment at the Parish Office 

DIVINE MERCY ADORATION CHAPEL 
Eucharistic Adoration from 7:00 p.m. Sunday  

till 4:00 p.m. Saturday 
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 Ministers of the Liturgy 
June 22 & 23, 2019   

 

Saturday - 4 P.M.  
Intention: David Hebert (L), Austin Burroughs, 

Joy Koch (L), Joseph Segari, George Spaulding, 

Annette Chaplain Rasnic, Flora Maria Be,  

Melissa Mendel Zimmerman, William Roa, 

Duane Koch (L),  Pete Muscarello, Jr., 

Thomas Lusco, Sr., Hubert LaBorde, Gussie & Vicky  

Patrick C. McKinney, Merle & Charles Dittmer 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

A. Delaup, K. Hartdegen 

Cantor:  Kevin Rouchell   Organist:  Jared Croal 
 

Sunday -  9 A.M. 
Intention: Larry Hart 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

C. & R. Ayers, K. Klapatch, R. Theriot 

Song Leaders:  Traditional Choir  
 

Sunday -  11 A.M. 
Intention: Joseph Donald Bernard, Doug Jones (L), 

Josie Monjure, Paul J. Hymel, Jr., Judith Theisges, 

Ruth Stengle, Joseph C. Stengle, Jr., Duane Koch (L), 

William A. Welsh, Jr., Lydianne Barousse, 

Marie Ales, JoAnn Peterson, Wetzel Family (L),  

Herbert Schmit, Angell Family (L) 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

N. Bostick, L. Frey, K. Archer, K. Sorensen 

Song Leaders: Contemporary Choir 
 

Sunday -  6 P.M. 
Intention: Parishioners 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

D. Childers, C. Pitre 

Cantor:  Lauren Gisclair  Pianist:  Beth Kettenring 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday  7:00 a.m.  June & Marvin Ackermann (L) 

  5:30 p.m.  Steven Bonnet 

Tuesday  7:00 a.m.  Teresa Barrios (L) 

       Karen & David Spangler (L) 

Wednesday  7:00 a.m.  Chris Peters  

Thursday  7:00 a.m.  Ralph Alvarez 

  5:30 p.m.  Emily K. Gsell 

Friday   7:00 a.m.   Melvin Ducote 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns in memory of  

The Souls in Purgatory 
 

 

The Blessed Mother  

    Votive Lamps burn  

For Reparations for Sins 

Adoration Chapel  

Sanctuary Lamp burns  

in  memory of 

Stuart & Gloria Fourroux 

 

Adoration Chapel Candles 

burn in memory of 

William A. Welsh, Jr. 

Altar Ladies  
Week of June 23 

J. Dunn, C. Batt, L. Segari 
 

Linens 
Large -  L. Ducrow 
Small -  S. Holliday 

 

The St. Joseph Votive Lamps 

burn for  

World Peace 
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The Altar Flowers are in  
memory of   

Lillie & Ellwood Soupenne 



Stewardship of Treasure 
Weekend of June 15 & 16 

Envelopes …………………………………...$2,164.00 

Loose ………………………………………….1,538.00 

Electronic Giving ………………………………196.00 

Repairs & Maintenance  ………………………363.00 

Msgr. Richaud Fund …………………………..205.00 

Totaling ……………………………………..$4,466.00 

 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of  Holy Communion  

June 29/30 
4   PM   C. Casente, L. Segari  
9   AM   R. Meche, B. O’Hara, C. Rispoli, B. Soleto 
11 AM    J. Hutchison, , J. Hutchison, S. Gordon, L. Peters 
6   PM    D. Childers, D. Powers 
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Six Weeks of Prayer for our 

New Pastor 

“The world’s bishops, priests, and deacons need 

people’s prayers and encouragement to 
continually deepen their relationship with Jesus 

and serve their community with love,” said Pope 

Francis. With this in mind, it is important that we 

pray for our new pastor, Fr. Matthew Johnston, as 

he prepares to shepherd the flock of St. Benilde 
Parish beginning July 1st. Over the next six 

Sundays, we will offer a different prayer to be used 

by our entire parish family. May we always sustain 

Fr. Matthew’s priestly ministry by our love, our 

constant prayer, and our trust in his leadership. 

Week 5: Fr. Benedict’s Prayer for Priests 

Lord Jesus Christ, eternal High Priest, You offered 
yourself to the Father on the altar of the Cross and 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit gave Your 

priestly people a share in Your redeeming sacrifice.  

Hear our prayer for the sanctification of our 
priests. Grant that all who are ordained to the 
ministerial priesthood may be ever more conformed 
to You, the Divine Master. May they preach the 

Gospel with pure heart and clear conscience. 

Let them be shepherds according to Your own 
Heart, single-minded in service to You and to the 
Church and shining examples of a holy, simple and 

joyful life.  

Through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Your Mother and ours, draw all priests and the 
flocks entrusted to their care to the fullness of eternal 
life where you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

Day of Refreshment for Women  
 

The Catholic Charismatic Renewal of New Orleans 

(CCRNO) will sponsor an exciting Day of 

Refreshment for Women on Saturday, June 29, from 

10 AM to 3 PM, at St. Matthew the Apostle Parish 

in River Ridge. The theme is “Amazed and 

Astonished.” Women’s Retreat Team members Andi 

Oney and Terry Canale will speak at this event. 

There will be testimonies by women of the region 

along with prayer and praise. Cost is $30 and 

includes lunch. Teaching, small groups, prayer 

ministry and music by Mercy Beaucoup will be 

featured.  Register online at www.ccrno.org by 

Wednesday, June 26, noon, to order lunch.  On-site 

registrations are accepted, but no lunch is 

guaranteed.  For more information, call CCRNO at 

504-828-1368 or visit www.ccrno.org.  

Catholic Men-Where is God in Your Life?  
 

The Knights of Columbus Msgr. Charles Duke 

Council #3465 is sponsoring a morning of spirituality 

and fellowship for Catholic Men and their sons at St. 

Ann Church & National Shrine, 3601 transcontinental 

Dr., on Saturday, June 29, beginning with Mass at 

7:30 AM. The theme is "Where is God in Your Life?" 

Guest speakers include Jerry Christopher, Danny 

Abramowics, and Sean Schaff. The morning will 

include Adoration and an opportunity for the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

http://www.ccrno.org
http://www.ccrno.org


Fr. Cooper’s Corner 
 

The Third Patron  

When I became a seminarian, I began to pay much more attention to the Church’s liturgical 
calendar. I already had a strong devotion to the saints in general, nourished by reading 
Butler’s Life of the Saints each night before going to bed, but when I entered Notre Dame 
Seminary, I started to get headaches from the details that at times have historically driven 
priests, seminarians, religious, sacristans, daily communicants, and all those who pray the 
Liturgy of the Hours a little crazy. 
 

Through observation I learned that there was a difference between obligatory and optional 
memorials, which meant that certain saints’ feast days had to be celebrated while others 
were left up to the discretion of the priest celebrating the Mass or the person praying the 
breviary. Often I was left wondering what criteria the Church applied to determine that some 
saints were more important to remember and celebrate than others and why many of my 
favorite saints did not make the cut to be considered “mandatory”! 
 

I also discovered that certain saints had even higher honors. The celebrations of the Apostles, for example, were called 
“feasts,” and their commemorations involved praying the Gloria at Mass and the Te Deum at the end of the first part of 
the Liturgy of the Hours. The designation of feast put them on the same order of liturgical importance as Our Lady’s 
birth or Visitation, and our Lord’s Presentation and Transfiguration. Finally, I learned that some saints’ celebrations—
Saints Peter and Paul and the birth of St. John the Baptist—were considered so important that they were called 
“solemnities” and given the same importance in the Church’s calendar as Sundays, holy days of obligation and 
celebrations like the Lord’s Annunciation and All Saints. They not only had the privileges of a feast, the Gloria and the 
Te Deum, but also required the Profession of Faith at Mass and special prayers for Evening Prayer and Night prayer. 
 

At the end of my first year of seminary, I thought that I had most of the distinctions down. When I returned to the 
seminary from summer pastoral work, however, my working categories were blown to smithereens. It happened 
before sunrise on August 10. I already knew from my reading of Butler’s the night before that it was the day the Church 
marked the martyrdom of St. Lawrence. When I opened my breviary that morning, I expected to see the term 
“memoria,” Latin for “memorial,” under St. Lawrence’s name. That would signify that it was obligatory, since optional 
memorials did not say anything after the saint’s name. Instead, I saw the term “festum,” for “feast.” First, I thought it 
had to be a typo. I looked to see whether there was a Te Deum at the end of the Office of Readings, and there was. 
Distracted, I pulled out the Roman Missal for Mass and saw that there, in addition, it said it was a feast. St. Lawrence 
was not an apostle, I reasoned, so how could he have a feast? 
 

Since that day, I have always had a fascination for what has made St. Lawrence special and at least liturgically more 
important in the eyes of the Church. He is the only saint in the history of the Church besides the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and the Apostles whose commemoration is more than an obligatory memorial. The most historically precise reason for 
his liturgical pre-eminence—as I discovered much to my surprise during my seminary years—is that he, alongside Saints 
Peter and Paul, is the third patron of the Diocese of Rome. Because of the obvious importance of Rome in the 
development of the Roman Rite of the liturgy, as well as the fact that no matter where we are we are all “Roman” 
Catholics, the celebration of the third patron of this most prestigious See in the world has taken on a larger 
significance. But the more compelling reason for the St. Lawrence’s ritual distinction is, I think, what made him so 
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important to the Catholics of Rome that he was considered as much a protector and intercessor as the two greatest 
apostles. To discover that reason, we must go back 1750 years in time. 
 

In August 258, the Roman emperor Valerian launched a ferocious persecution against the Christians. He was convinced 
that the empire was growing weaker because it did not have religious unity and that the gods, upset that so many 
Christians were not sacrificing to them, were enacting their revenge. His persecution had two parts. The first was to 
decapitate the Church by immediately executing her leaders, closing places of worship, and seizing whatever property 
they had. Then he would require all citizens of the empire to sacrifice to the gods, confident that, without the guidance 
of the clergy, ordinary Christians would sacrifice—many because they did not know any better; others because they 
lacked the personal courage to face death rather than burn incense before the statue of a pagan god. 
On August 6, the program began. Roman soldiers entered the catacombs of St. Callistus; they captured Pope St. Sixtus 
II in the middle of the celebration of the Mass, and later that day beheaded him and the two deacons serving Mass 
with him. As he was being led to his place of execution—St. Ambrose describes for us a century later—his young 
archdeacon Lawrence ran up to him deploring the fact that he, who had so often gone up with Sixtus to the altar of 
God, would not be able to be with him when Sixtus’ participation in the Mass would reach its culmination. The pope 
told his archdeacon that the Romans surely had plans for him, too, and that within a few days they would be reunited 
in the celestial liturgy. 
 

The Romans did indeed have plans for Lawrence. Because the seven deacons in the city were in charge of all of the 
Church’s money, treasures and charitable work, the Roman prefect instructed him to assemble all of the Church’s 
riches Three days later, Lawrence brought him the Church’s genuine fortune: the poor Christians of the city who were 
so precious to the Lord that he gave His life for them. “Behold in these poor persons the treasures that I promised to 
show you,” he said. “The Church has no other riches. Make use of them for the advantage of Rome, the emperor and 
yourself.” 
 

The infuriated leader, who was already planning to kill Lawrence after having gotten his hand on the Church’s 
supposed wealth, decided to do so that day in an excruciatingly painful and protracted manner: to broil him upon a 
gridiron above slowly burning coals. With courage and serenity, St. Lawrence went to the place of his holocaust. He 
was stripped, bound with chains upon an iron bed and 
roasted. The more piercing the flames, the greater it 
seemed was the fire of his divine love. After enduring 
with heroic cheerfulness for a great length of time, he 
turned to the prefect and said one of the greatest 
lines in hagiological history: “Assum est. Versa and 
manduca,” loosely, “This side is done. Turn me over 
and take a bite.” He died soon after having his front 
side seared. 
 

The early Christians, still facing violent persecutions, 
adopted him as a radiant example of charity, 
cheerfulness, and courage in the midst of hardship.  
His example shines still in the darkness of persecution 
in places like the Middle East as well as in all areas, 
including close to home, where Christians suffer on account of our fidelity. As we approach the end of another liturgical 
year, we ask St. Lawrence to continue to intercede for all the Catholics of the Church of Rome that we might imitate his 
virtues and one day share his eternal reward. 
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Some Final Thoughts … 

From the Desk of Fr. Cooper 

  

A Rain Drop! 

 Many years ago, I read the following excerpt from the autobiography of an individual’s 

spiritual journey. The image touched me deeply, and I would like to share it with you: I was 
on a train on a rainy day. The train was slowing down to pull into a station. For some reason I 
became intent on watching the raindrops on the window. Two separate drops, pushed by the 
wind, merged into one for a moment and then divided again—each carrying with it a part of the 
other. Simply by that momentary touching, neither was what it had been before. And as each 
one went on to touch other raindrops, it shared not only itself, but what it had gleaned from the 
other…I realized then that we never touch people so lightly that we do not leave a trace.” 

 

Six years ago, the raindrop that is me splashed into the mass of raindrops that collectively 
form St. Benilde Parish. Over the past six years, the winds of parish life, sometimes turbulent, 
sometimes soft and gentle, the winds of the Holy Spirit, have blown that mass of raindrops 
around, with each of the drops, yours and mine, touching and colliding and mixing. And now, 
the time has come when the wind of the Holy Spirit once again separates the raindrop that is 
me from St. Benilde Parish. But the raindrop that fell into your midst six years ago is not the 
same as when it first fell. Because of it being touched by and mingling with the many other 
raindrops in this place, it blows off in a new direction, forever changed, carrying with it, a part 
of you, and leaving behind, a part of itself. 
 

You have prepared me well. As I engage in priestly ministry in the future, the way that I enter 
into it, the way that I engage it, will be informed by my time here as your priest and pastor. A 
part of you will accompany me. A part of you has become a permanent part of who I am, as a 
priest. In this way, I will be able to share a part of you with those with whom I minister to in 
the future. And I can only hope that as you continue on your own path, as a parish family, 
and as individual members of the Body of Christ, a small part of me, of my presence among 
you these past six years, will be with you, supporting you, encouraging you, loving you. For in 
this way, while we may be physically separated, we will continue to be a part of each other’s 

lives. 



JUNE 23, 2019 

 

ST. BENILDE CATHOLIC CHURCH – ID # 113850 

1901 DIVISION ST. 

METAIRIE, LA  70001 

504-834-4980 

 

NANCY CAROLLO 

504-834-4980 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAYS  -  9 A.M. TO 3 P.M. 

FRIDAYS  - 9 A.M. TO 12 NOON 

 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 


