
December 24, 2023 The Fourth Sunday of  Advent



Ministers of  the Liturgy & 
Mass Intentions 

Dec. 23, 2023 
Saturday  - 4:00 p.m. 

Intentions: Honor of St. Jude,  
George Spaulding, Merle & Charles Dittmer, 

Patrick C. McKinney, Flora Maria Be,  
Carl A. Guidroz, Jr., Lois Tusa,  

Hubert Laborde, Deacon Cliff Wright,  
Gordon Gsell, Margaret Bourgeois (L), 

Barbara Ann McCloskey, Laurie Waltzer, 
Cathy Ayers (L), Julie Marino,  

Carole McMahon, Eric Cifreo, Family of 
Carole McMahon (L), Lela Mae Laborde 

Song Leaders: Traditional Choir 

Dec. 24, 2023 
Sunday - 9:00 a.m. 

Intentions: St. Benilde Parishioners 
Song Leaders: Traditional Choir 

Sunday - 11:00 a.m. 
Intentions: St. Benilde Parishioners 
Song Leaders: Contemporary Choir 

Sunday - 4:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve 

Intentions: Fr. Matthew Johnston (L),  
Paul J. Hymel, Jr., Maria Bangs (L),  
George Spaulding, Patti Curry (L), 

William & Barbara Twickler, Lois Tusa,  
The O'Sullivan Family, George Carline, 

Raymond Culotta, Sr., Eric Cifreo,  
Laurie Waltzer, The Zito Family,  

Stephen Lacoste, Charles & Theresa 
Montgomery, Deacon Cliff Wright,  

Raymond Culotta, Sr., Fr. Robert Cooper (L), 
Joe P, Carolla, Nola Schexnayder,  

Lela Mae Laborde, Jacqueline Delarosa,  
Patrick Wattigny (L) 

Cantor: Lauren Gisclair 
Organist: Kristin Alvarado 

DATE EVENT

Monday, Dec. 25 
Christmas Day

9:00 a.m. Christmas Mass 

11:00 a.m. Christmas Mass

Tuesday, Dec. 26 5:30 p.m. Communion Service 

HALOS Mtg. 7:00 p.m. in the Parish 
Office 

Contemporary Choir Practice 
7:30 p.m. in the Church

Wednesday, Dec. 27  7:00 a.m. Communion Service 

TAPS Care Group 7:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Office

Thursday, Dec. 28 Reconciliation 5-5:25 p.m. in the 
Church 

5:30 p.m. Daily Mass 

Come Lord Jesus 6:30 p.m. in the 
Parish Office

Friday, Dec. 29 7:00 a.m. Daily Mass

Saturday, Dec. 30 Reconciliation 3-3:45 p.m.  

Vigil Mass 4:00 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 31 9:00 a.m. Mass 

11:00 a.m. Mass 

4:00 p.m. Mass

This Week at St. Benilde



Volume 41, Issue 51

Stewardship of Treasure: 
December 16 & 17, 2023 

Unavailable due to an early printing 
deadline for the Christmas holiday. 

Prayer Intentions:

St. Benilde Catholic Church

Mass Intentions Cont. 
Sunday - 6:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve 
Intentions: Ray Dunn 

December 25, 2023 
Christmas Day 

Monday - 9:00 a.m. 
Intentions: St. Benilde Parishioners 

Song Leaders: Traditional Choir 

Monday - 11:00 a.m. 
Intentions:Deacon Cliff Wright,  

Carol Joy Bourgeois, Catherine DiMaggio,  
Rose & Arthur Giavotella, Celeste M. Howard, Diane 

& Rene Landry, Paul J. Hymel, Jr.,  
Brooke Martin, Angela Thompson & Family,  

Fr. Matthew Johnston (L), Gordon Gsell,  
Laurie Waltzer, Elizabeth McDonald,  

Elsie McDonald 
Song Leaders: Contemporary Choir 

WEEKDAY MASSES Dec. 25-29 
Tuesday       5:30 p.m.   Joanne Victorio (L) 
Wednesday    7:00 a.m.    Sandra Baggett 
Thursday   5:30 a.m.    Audrey Carline 
Friday   7:00 a.m.   Michael S. Dunn



Fr. Matthew’s Christmas Message: 

Christmas Blessing to All!, 
  

What an exciting and joy filled time of year this always is.  Even though Advent can 
be a busy time for all of us, there is something about Christmas that has always brought my 
focus back to the “reason for the season.”  Today we celebrate God’s most precious gift to 
humanity, His own Son!  Jesus did not simply appear to be a human being like certain 
stories of superheroes.  He truly united His divinity to our humanity.  A gift that is both 
impossible to comprehend and consoling beyond belief.  The mystery of the incarnation is 
just that—a mystery.  A mystery that means everything to the world, and that meaning is 
why it consoles my heart so profoundly.  Jesus chose to become like us in all things but sin.  
We can never claim that he does not understand our desires, our wants, our struggles, our 
yearnings, and so on.  He experienced all that makes us human beings.  As St. Athanasius 
told us, Jesus could not have redeemed humanity if He did not fully assume our fallen 
human nature.  That is why joy is so natural in this season.   

So, my brothers and sisters, I encourage all of us to rejoice!  Thank the Father that 
He sent His Son to redeem us.  Thank Jesus that He was obedient to the Father.  Thank 
the Holy Spirit for continually reinforcing the truth of this season in our hearts.  This is a 
season of thanksgiving that leads to great joy!  Today our Lord Jesus Christ entrusted 
Himself to humanity as a little child, because He loves us more than we could ever 
imagine. 
  
Merry Christmas!  
  
Fr. Matthew Johnston 



Looking for the 
perfect New Year’s 
resolution? 
Consider 
committing time to 
spend with our 
Lord through 
Eucharistic 
Adoration. 

St. Benilde’s Adoration chapel is open 
perpetually beginning at 7:00 AM on 
Mondays through 10:00 PM on Fridays. We 
have several slots in need of a committed 
adorer and almost all of our hours would 
benefit from a partner. We 
also have a growing need for 
substitutes. Scan the QR code 
below or visit stbenilde.org to 
learn more.



CYO Corner:

Come enjoy some king cake and fun as we 
reflect together on Epiphany and the unique 
gifts we are each called to give the Lord. 

For information about CYO, please contact 
Audrey Huck at ahuck@arch-no.org. Look 
below for the CYO January calendar of events.



Archdiocesan and Church News: 

Come, be renewed, nourished, and converted 
anew by Christ through beautiful conference 
liturgies with Archbishop Aymond, through 

dynamic speakers, and through collaboration 
with other lay and ordained ministers. Join 

Catholics from across the Gulf Coast region and 
beyond for the 

2024 GO! Gulf Coast Faith Formation 
Conference

January 12-13, 2024

Pontchartrain Center

Kenner, Louisiana 

Visit go4th.faith and sign up today to encounter 
Jesus and GO! with joy!
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