
December 22, 2024 The Fourth Sunday of Advent



Monday, Dec. 23 7:00 a.m. Mass 

Decorating the Church for 
Christmas 7:30 a.m. 

Divine Mercy Cenacle 
Group 7:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Office

Tuesday, Dec. 24 
Christmas Eve

Christmas Vigil Mass  
4:00 p.m. 

Christmas Candlelit Vigil 
Mass 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 25 
Christmas Day

Christmas Day Mass  
9:00 a.m. 

Christmas Day Mass  
11:00 a.m.

Thursday, Dec. 26 
Feast of St. Stephen, 
first martyr

Reconciliation 5-5:25 p.m. 
in the Church 

5:30 p.m. Daily Mass 

Tiger Den Scout Mtg. 6:30 
p.m. in the Teen Center

Friday, Dec. 27 
Feast of St. John, 
Apostle and 
Evangelist

7:00 a.m. Daily Mass

Saturday, Dec. 28 
Feast of the Holy 
Innocents, martyrs

Reconciliation 3:00-3:45 
p.m. 

Vigil Mass 4:00 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 29 
Feast of the Holy 
Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph

Traditional Choir Practice 
8:00 a.m. in the Parish Office 

9:00 a.m. Mass 

11:00 a.m. Mass 

4:00 p.m. Mass

Volume 42, Issue 51

This Week at St. Benilde Ministers of the Liturgy & Mass 
Intentions 

Saturday, December 21, 2024 
4:00 p.m. 

Intentions: Carl A. Guidroz, Jr.,  
Honor of St. Jude, Merle & Charles Dittmer, 

Patrick C. McKinney, Flora Maria Be,  
Shane LaMartina, Hubert LaBorde,  

Robert Phelps, Mary Ann Grau,  
Maria LeBlanc, Michael Brelet, Marion Seeber, 
Dennis Doredant, Belle & Dennis LaBorde, Sr., 

Margie Bucher, Fr. David Dufour (L) 
Song Leaders: Traditional Choir 

Sunday, December 22, 2024 
9:00 a.m. 

Intentions: Eileen Drawe 
Song Leaders: Traditional Choir 

11:00 a.m. 
Intentions: Paul Hymel, Jr.,  

Dennis Deichmann, Fr. Matthew Johnston (L), 
Charles Hymel, Josephine Schmit,  

Mark Alan Capretto, Karen Fairchild (L), 
Lawrence Chighizola, Michael & Diane Barry, 

Fr. Johannes Stegmaier 
Song Leaders: Contemporary Choir 

4:00 p.m. 
Intentions: Milton Retif 
Cantor: Lauren Gisclair 

Organist: Kristin Alvarado 

Monday, Dec. 23   7:00 a.m.  Tony Dimuzio 

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 
4:00 p.m. 

Intentions: Patti Curry (L), Evelyn Madeline 
Boyle Bodine, Brennan Hansen (L),  

Cyrus Hansen (L), Lillian Segari,  
Robert Phelps, Roy Phelps, Sr.  

6:00 p.m. 
Intentions: St. Benilde Parishioners 

Song Leader: Girls Choir 
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Stewardship of Treasure 

December 14 & 15, 2024
First Collection Envelopes…………………….$1,869.00
First Collection Loose…………………………$2,303.00
Second Collection (Repairs & Maintenance)……$514.00
Immaculate Conception……………………….$1,017.00
Candles……………………………………………$78.00
Online Giving………………………………….$2,020.00
Collection Totals……………………………..$7,801.00

Thank you for your generosity to St. 
Benilde Church! Your gifts of treasure 

make possible the daily operations 
and good works taking place within 
our parish. Scan the QR code if you 

would like to make a on-time or 
reoccurring online donation.

Prayer Intentions:Ministers of the Liturgy & Mass 
Intentions Cont. 

Christmas Day, Dec. 25 
9:00 a.m. 

Intentions: St. Benilde Parishioners 
Song Leaders: Traditional Choir 

11:00 a.m. 
Intentions: Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Heigle, Louis Servary,  

Jack Maignaud, Catherine DiMaggio,  
George Spaulding, Laurie Waltzer,  

Celeste M. Howard, Paul Hymel, Jr.,  
Hymel Family Living & Deceased, Shane La Martina 

Song Leaders: Contemporary Choir 

Dec. 26-27 
Thursday 5:30 p.m. Marion Seeber 
Friday 7:00 a.m. Noella Schnexnayder 
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Help Wanted! 

On Monday, December 23 
parishioners will be decorating 

and setting up the altar for 
Christmas beginning at 7:30 
AM (immediately following 

Mass) in the Church. There is a 
funeral scheduled at 10:00 AM, 

so the work needs to be 
completed quickly. All help is 

welcome as we prepare our 
sanctuary for this Liturgical 

celebration.
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Fr. Matthew’s Christmas Message  

            I know that some of my fondest memories involved getting together as a family for 
Christmas.  We would go to my grandmother’s house in Dallas and have a nice dinner on 
Christmas eve.  We would then spend the next few hours doing puzzles and playing other board 
games until 11pm when we would walk to the local Catholic Church for carols until 12:00 a.m. 
when midnight Mass started.  There may have been several times when I dozed off during the 
carols, but I would always strive to stay awake for the whole of the Mass.   

Those memories have laid an important foundation for my love of the celebration of 
Christmas.  Even though I may not have had the seminary formation I now do to be able to have 
a theological understanding of the hypostatic union (Jesus being fully man and fully divine), my 
parents instilled in me an excitement to want to come and celebrate Jesus’ birthday.  It is one 
that I still have today.  I get excited every year to celebrate this wonderful and truly incredible 
feast. 

My brothers and sisters, I would imagine that most if not all of us have certain ways 
that we have celebrated Christmas with our loved ones.  I would hope that the excitement that 
those traditions once instilled in us continues to inspire us to properly enter into the great 
mystery of the Incarnation (Jesus taking on our human nature).  We should smile.  We should 
get butterflies.  We should be able to share in some of that same enthusiasm that as a child 
made us count down the days until Christmas every year. 

December 25th over 2000 years ago forever changed humanity.  God reminded us of 
the love that He has for humanity when the Father sent His Son into the world all the while 
knowing the path that He must walk.  I encourage all of us as we enter into this season to 
remember the “why” of it.  It is because God loves us, period!  I pray that even if we are not able 
to have the excitement we did as a child that we can take the time to let the truth of the day 
wash over us.  Let us never forget what we celebrate, and just what it means for each and every 
one of us.  Merry Christmas! 
  
  
Fr. Matthew Johnston, Pastor 
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Archdiocesan and Larger Church News:
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