


Taking a child, he placed it in their midst,
and putting his arms around it, he said 

to them,
“Whoever receives one child such as 

this in my name, receives me;
and whoever receives me,
receives not me but the One who sent 

me.”

Gospel

Mark 9:30-37

Jesus and his disciples left from there and 
began a journey through Galilee,

but he did not wish anyone to know 
about it.

He was teaching his disciples and telling 
them,

“The Son of Man is to be handed over 
to men

and they will kill him,
and three days after his death the Son 

of Man will rise.”
But they did not understand the saying,

and they were afraid to question him.

They came to Capernaum and, once inside 
the house,

he began to ask them,
“What were you arguing about on the 

way?”
But they remained silent.
They had been discussing among 

themselves on the way
who was the greatest.

Then he sat down, called the Twelve, and 
said to them,

“If  anyone wishes to be first,
he shall be the last of  all and the 

 servant of  all.”

Reflecting on Living the Gospel

The scandal of  this gospel is that Jesus, the leader and teacher of  the disciples, 
will be reduced to the least when he is handed over and dies. How do the dis-
ciples react to this scandalous teaching? They argue among themselves about 
who is the greatest! Jesus rightly reduces them to silence. The disciples do not 
understand greatest and least, first and last, servant of  all. They do not under-
stand that Jesus’ own death is a call to die to self, to choose to become the great-
est by being the least. Confronted with this saving mystery, we ought to all be 
reduced to silence—but now for the right reason.

How and when does Jesus reduce us to silence? This is a good question that 
each of  us ought to ponder seriously and at length. We are reduced to silence 
when Jesus teaches us what we do not want to hear because we will need to 
change our way of  life. Being least and servant of  all goes against the grain of  
all of  us. Yet, this is the only way to share in Jesus’ risen Life. No wonder Jesus 
focused his time on the journey to Jerusalem on his disciples—this teaching is 
so hard to hear! No wonder the disciples do not understand—this teaching is so 
hard to accept! We are no different from the disciples. We are afraid to question 
Jesus about discipleship when we choose the easy way which is not disciple-
ship: when we ignore the plea of  others for help; when we only spend time with 
people in our own inner circle; when we harbor racial, sexual, or religious preju-
dices; when we . . .

Closing Prayers

May we conform ourselves more perfectly to Christ, the servant of  all.

May we faithfully choose to die to self  and bring life to others.

Our Father . . . 

Opening Prayer

O God, who founded all the commands of  your sacred Law
upon love of  you and of  our neighbor,
grant that, by keeping your precepts,
we may merit to attain eternal life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

For Reflection:

status when . . . At these 
times Jesus challenges me to 
be servant by . . . 

am the greatest when . . . 

Suggestions for group 

and individual use:

1. Pray aloud the opening 
prayer (in The Roman Missal 
called the “collect”);

2. One person read aloud  
the gospel;

3. Each read prayerfully 
“Reflecting on Living the 
Gospel” and spend some 
time in personal prayer;

4. Share together responses 
to “For Reflection”;

5. Pray the “Closing Prayers.”
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

25th Sunday 

in Ord. Time

Wis 2:12, 17-20
Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6, 8
Jas 3:16–4:3
Mark 9:30-37

Readings for the week:

26th Sunday 

in Ord. Time

Num 11:25-29
Ps 19:8, 10,  

12-13, 14
Jas 5:1-6
Mark 9:38-43,  

45, 47-48
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Friday

Hag 2:1-9
Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4
Luke 9:18-22

Thursday

Hag 1:1-8
Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 

5-6a and 9b
Luke 9:7-9

Wednesday

Ezra 9:5-9
Tob 13:2, 3-4a, 

4befghn, 7-8
Luke 9:1-6

Monday 

St. Matthew, 

Apostle and 

Evangelist

Eph 4:1-7, 11-13
Ps 19:2-3, 4-5
Matt 9:9-13

Tuesday

Ezra 6:7-8, 12b, 
14-20

Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 
4cd-5

Luke 8:19-21

Saturday

Zech 2:5-9, 14-15a
Jer 31:10, 11-

12ab, 13
Luke 9:43b-45


