
For you do not know on which day your 
Lord will come.

Be sure of  this: if  the master of  the house
had known the hour of  night when the 

thief  was coming,
he would have stayed awake
and not let his house be broken into.

So too, you also must be prepared,
for at an hour you do not expect, the 

Son of Man will come.”

Gospel

Matthew 24:37-44

Jesus said to his disciples:
“As it was in the days of  Noah,

so it will be at the coming of the Son  
of  Man.

In those days before the flood,
they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage,
up to the day that Noah entered the ark.

They did not know until the flood came 
and carried them all away.

So will it be also at the coming of the Son 
of Man.

Two men will be out in the field;
one will be taken, and one will be left.

Two women will be grinding at the mill;
one will be taken, and one will be left.

Therefore, stay awake!

Reflecting on Living the Gospel
At the beginning of  the liturgical year, the church tries to make us more attentive to, 
hopeful about, and prepared for the moment of  the great advent of  God: the second com-
ing of  Christ, when human and cosmic history will have run its course and the timeless, 
eternal kingdom is fully established. God will come to us, but we also must make our 
pilgrimage to God.

One of  the problems of  the early church was that because of  the expectation that 
Jesus’s second coming (or parousía, “appearance”) at the end of  human history was just 
around the corner, Christians needn’t do anything but wait for it—or try to calculate its 
arrival—a temptation that continues into our own time!

In the two mini-parables that Jesus tells, the men working in the field or the women at 
the mill are outwardly no different, but one is ready for the kingdom, the other is not. For 
Matthew, readiness consists in nothing “rapturous,” but in doing the work of  God in the 
spirit of  the Beatitudes (Matt 5:1-12) and the parable of  the Last Judgment (Matt 25:31-
46). In another daring image, Jesus compares his coming as Son of  Man to a burglary. 
Any prudent householder who expects to be burgled is on the alert to thwart the rob-
bery. We are to be alert for the day when Jesus will break into our lives—not to thwart 
him, but to allow ourselves to be “stolen” for heaven.

Jesus will come definitively to each one of  us at our individual end time, our death. 
For all of  creation, it will be the eschaton, the “end time” not so much of the world but 
for the world. Individually and cosmically, this will be a new birth, as unimaginable and 
yet so much more hugely real than the world that awaited us when we were born from 
our mother’s womb.

Closing Prayer
Loving God, thank you for the gift of  this day and the opportunity to grow in relation-
ship with you. May we wait with holy patience for your coming, ever awake to receive 
you, as we remain faithful to your gospel and the way of  discipleship. Amen.

Opening Prayer
Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God,
the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ
with righteous deeds at his coming,
so that, gathered at his right hand,
they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

For Reflection:

• How do you feel reading 
the gospel’s description of  
Jesus’s coming? How could 
you invite God into any 
anxiety you’re feeling?

Suggestions for group 
and individual use:

1. Pray aloud the “Opening 
Prayer” (in The Roman 
Missal called the “collect”).

2. One person read aloud  
the gospel.

3. Each read prayerfully 
“Reflecting on Living the 
Gospel” and spend some 
time in personal prayer.

4. Share together responses 
to “For Reflection.”

5. Pray the “Closing Prayers.”
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

1st Sunday 
of Advent
Isa 2:1-5
Ps 122:1-2, 3-4,  

4-5, 6-7, 8-9
Rom 13:11-14
Matt 24:37-44

Friday
Isa 29:17-24
Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14
Matt 9:27-31

Thursday
Isa 26:1-6
Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 

19-21, 25-27a
Matt 7:21, 24-27

Wednesday 
St. Andrew
Rom 10:9-18
Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11
Matt 4:18-22

Monday
Isa 4:2-6
Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 

4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9
Matt 8:5-11

Readings for the week:
2nd Sunday 
of Advent
Isa 11:1-10
Ps 72:1-2, 7-8,  

12-13, 17
Rom 15:4-9
Matt 3:1-12

NOVEMBER 27, 2022
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Tuesday
Isa 11:1-10
Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-

13, 17
Luke 10:21-24

Saturday
Isa 30:19-21, 

23-26
Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 

5-6
Matt 9:35–10:1, 

5a, 6-8


