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Come Now King of Heroes
Do Not Delay too Long
We Have Need of Mercies
That You Will Free Us



ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR CHURCH

GRANVILLE, OHIO
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Sunday, November 22
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE

8:15a.m. Leslie Elfreich (RIP)
by Dale & Linda Panko
10:45 a.m. Jaron Shook (RIP)

by Gerry & Mary Ann Moses

Last Week in Ordinary Time
Monday, November 23 St. Clement I, Pope & Martyr; St.
Columban, Abbot; Blessed Miguel Agustin Pro, Priest &
Martyr

9:00 a.m.  In Thanksgiving for Laura Zallanta

by John & Marilyn Jauch

Tuesday, November 24
St. Andrew Diing-Lac, Priest and Companions Martyr
9:00 a.m.  Peggy Fleming (RIP)
by Marty & Carol Flautt

Wednesday, November 25
St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin & Martyr
No 9:00 a.m. Mass

Thursday, November 26 Thanksgiving Day
9:00 a.m.  Connie Osbun (RIP) by Andy & Lisa Sloan

Friday, November 27
Herein Ends the Year of Grace 2020
9:00 a.m.  Betty Koenig (RIP) Anniversary
by John Koenig

Saturday, November 28
5:00 p.m.  Fr. Ronnie Boccali, PIME (RIP)
by Dale & Linda Panko

Sunday, November 29 First Sunday of Advent

8:15a.m. Barney & Rita Smith (RIP)
by Smith Family
10:45a.m. Living & Deceased Members of

St. Edward Parish

Participate in weekend Mass from your home via Online
Mass at the parish website www.saintedwards.org.

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
KING OF THE UNIVERSE
NOVEMBER 22, 2020 - YEAR A

PRELUDE
8:15 & 10:45 a.m.: Variations on CORONATION and
ICH GLAUB AN GOTT

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE: chanted/sung antiphon

LITURGY OF THE WORD

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps. 23: The Lord is my
shepherd... (arr. O. Alstott)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
(arr. O. Alstott)

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

HOLY/WHEN WE EAT/AMEN/LAMB OF GOD: Mass
of Christ the Savior (D. Schutte)

COMMUNION: TBD

CONCLUDING RITE
RECESSIONAL (8:15 & 10:45 a.m.): Variations on
DIADEMATA

CANTORS

5:00 p.m. — Randy Kerr

8:15 a.m. — Cole & Cian McDermott
10:45 a.m. — Deb Motz

b ok
sgivings

Start your Thanksgiving Day Giving Thanks to God
Mass at 9:00 a.m.
~ There is No Turkey Trot this year ~

Welcome™

“I rejoiced when they said unto me, let us go into the house of
the Lord.” Psalm 122:1
We welcome all parishioners and visitors who have come to
worship. To our visitors, you may have come as a stranger
to us, yet you are known to Our Lord, Jesus Christ. In His
name, we pray you will find peace, hospitality and friendship
with us.

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS

We give a warm welcome to new parishioners: Edward
and Susan Martine; Mathew and Jessica Bukala and sons
William and Alexander; Melissa Salts; Becky Waugh; and
John and Diana Snider. We pray God’s blessings be upon
you at your spiritual home here at St. Edward’s Church.
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SUPPORTING ST. EDWARD CHURCH A WORD FROM YOUR PASTOR
!-/'
w“ “FEach one must do as he has
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offerings

purposed in his heart, not grudgingly
or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

OFFERTORY COLLECTION

The offertory for November 14 & 15 was $4,493.50,
with an additional $100.00 for All Saints Day. Online
Giving was $6,791.00

The 2nd Collection on November 21-22 is for the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD).
The CCHD allocates funds to community projects
that help those living in poverty. Visit www.usccb.org/
cchd to view funding criteria and see a detailed list of
recent grants.

OFFERTORY BASKET
Please place your offertory envelope in the basket as
you enter or exit the church.

If you are unable to come to Mass, please consider
Online Giving. Sign up on the St. Edward website
home page at www.saintedwards.org. Donations
may always be made online for SVdP. Use “Food
Pantry” Fund or “The Haven” Fund to provide the
much-needed support to help others.
Note: If your credit card has been changed, expired,
or was compromised, you will need to login to
update your online account to continue your online
contributions. As a safeguard, the program will
automatically suspend your contributions if one of
these events occurs. Please contact the Parish Office
if you need help.

To mail in your offering by check, send to: St.
n Edward Church, 785 Newark-Granville Road,

Granville, OH 43023. A separate check is
preferred for Mass Stipends and St. Vincent de Paul.

P\ THE Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
CATHOLIC Universe

FOUNDATION « _ whatever you did for one of the
least of my brothers, you did for me” — MATTHEW 25:40
Most of us are generous when it’s convenient for us. We
are generous when we have the time or the money. But
generosity is the opposite of that. It means giving of one’s
time, money, compassion, forgiveness or mercy when it’s
not convenient; when it’s not on our schedule, but on the
other person’s schedule.

Learn how you can share generously by supporting your
parish and contact The Catholic Foundation. Visit www.

catholic-foundation.org/development for more information.

2. Thanksgiving Day Mass is at 9:00 a.m. The Offertory

3. Please see below, the Thanksgiving Prayer | use

4. Thanksgiving Prayer: Oh Lord, | thank You for the

1. As our speC|aI buIIetln cover this weekend reminds,
we are celebrating the Feast Day of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, King of the Universe. It is an image that is
also reflected in the large mural at the rear of the
sanctuary of Christ the King as Good Shepherd. As
today’s second reading reminds us, “He is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. He is the
head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the
first born from the dead that in all things he himself
might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness was
pleased to dwell ...” We are part of that fullness. May
we always dwell in Him.

that day will be for The Haven.

every Thanksgiving Day at Mass. It is by the late
author, Louis Bromfield of Malabar Farm. | love it and
hope you will. To all a very happy Thanksgiving Day!

privilege and gift of living in a world filled with beauty
and excitement and variety. | thank You for the gift
of loving and being loved, for the friendliness and
understanding and beauty of the animals on the farm
and in the forest and marshes, for the green of the
trees, the sound of a waterfall, the darting beauty of the
trout in the brook. | thank You for the delights of music
and children, of others’ thoughts and conversation
and their books to read by the fireside or in bed with
the rain falling on the roof or the snow blowing past
outside the window. | thank You for the beauties of
the four seasons and of the churches and the houses
built by fellow men that stand throughout the centuries
as monuments to man’s aspirations and sense of
beauty. | thank You for the powers of mind which find
in the universe an endless and inexhaustible source
of interest and fascination, for the understanding of
s0 many elements which make life precious. | thank
You for all the senses You have bestowed upon me
and for the delights which they bring me. | thank You
for my body itself which is so wonderful and delightful
a mechanism. | thank You for the smile on the face
of a woman, for the touch of a friend’s hand, for the
laughter of a child, the wagging tail of a dog and the
touch of his cold nose against my face. | thank You
for all of these things and many more, and above all,
| thank You for people with all their goodness and
understanding which so far outweigh their vices, their
envy, their deceits. Thank You, God, for life itself,
without which the universe would have no meaning.
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This Mecke ar f Edward

Sunday, November 22

Mass — 8:15 a.m.

Mass — 10:45 a.m.

Youth Group - 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

(NO YOUTH GROUP Sunday, November 29)

Giving Tree Begins — Please take an ornament(s) &
from the tree.

Monday, November 23
Mass — 9:00 a.m.
Eucharistic Adoration — after Mass until Noon

Tuesday, November 24
Mass —9:00 a.m.

Wednesday, November 25
No Mass — due to recording of online Mass

Thursday, November 26
THANKSGIVING DAY MASS - 9:00 a.m.

Friday, November 27
Mass — 9:00 a.m.
Eucharistic Adoration — after Mass until noon @

Saturday, November 28
Confessions — 4:00 to 4:30 p.m.
Mass — 5:00 p.m.

Giving Tree continues A
Sunday, November 29- FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION

*
il

Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve — 4:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Day - 8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Please note that our maximum occupancy is 200
persons. This schedule allows for professional
cleaning in between Masses. We urge everyone
to also remember that our taped Masses will be

available for your convenience.

This may be the year to avoid joining us in
person and pray from home. Who knows where
our state will be by Christmas?
Participate in Online Mass via the parish website

www.saintedwards.org

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREES
e Please help the St. Vincent de
Paul Society of St. Edward Church
to make Christmas brighter for
children and families in Licking
County, foster children, and for
the men who are currently homeless and living at
the St. Vincent Haven. Please consider taking an
ornament(s) from either of the physical trees in
the Gathering Space or the virtual tree, online at
https://sugeni.us.WdpT

+ This year there will be two trees in the Gathering
Space. Take an ornament(s) and do not linger —
please move on.

+ Return your gifts by the weekend of DECEMBER
5/6. Gifts returned after December 6th may not be
included in the family’s gift bag.

* Leave UNWRAPPED (gifts, with the “ornament”
TAG ATTACHED, under the Giving Tree, along
with some wrapping paper.

« Food gift certificates from Aldi and “GAS ONLY”
cards from local gas stations (like Speedway) are
a wonderful ADDITION to a family gift...if you are
able.

+ Volunteers needed at church! December 6 from
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. (Masks & Gloves)

+ Questions? Please call Pattie Wolf at 740-344-
8364.

i NOTES FROM THE LOFT

] cj‘ “Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord,
bless His name”” Psalm 96

J Many composers have arranged organ variations
of hymns traditionally associated with the solemnity of
Christ the King: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
(CORONATION), “To Jesus Christ, Our Sovereign King”
(ICH GLAUB AN GOTT), and “Crown Him with Many
Crowns” (DIADEMATA), to name just a few. The grandness,
power, and brightness of these arrangements contrasts
sharply with today’s Responsorial Psalm, the much-loved
Psalm 23, which reminds us that the Lord is our shepherd.
Today, let us remember that the Christ who is Lord and
King of the Universe is also our Good Shepherd — a king
who humbled Himself to the point of death so that we might
rise and live with Him forever.

JJ During this Thanksgiving week, a time to be grateful for
all the blessings that we have received, | remain thankful
for all our parish musicians and for all who are raising
their hearts and voices in song during our Masses, both
in-person and streamed online. Even amidst the current
limitations, music is still helping us to lift our hearts, minds,
and souls in prayer. In gratitude for that gift of music, “Now
thank we all our God, with hearts and hands and voices.”

~ Paul Radkowski, Music Director

music @saintedwards.org, 740-587-3254
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PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

“Train the young in the way they should go, even when old,
they will not swerve from it.” Proverbs 22:6

Blessed Thanksgiving!

Show gratitude to your families this week! Let’s find

little ways to tell God, “Thank you!”

No PSR on November 29 in celebration of

Thanksgiving.

. PSR Links will be e-mailed on Saturday morning
after midnight. Let me know if you do not receive it.

. If you missed the Parent Meeting on First
Reconciliation or Confirmation, email me.

. PSR class times are posted at saintedwards.org/
PSR.

. PSR r
PSR.

~ Rebecca Bucknam, PSR Director

reled @saintedwards.org or 740-587-4160

istration is available at saintedwards.org/

We Keep Advent

~ Next week is the first Sunday of Advent ~
The slow sailing of the Earth around its star brings another
winter. An old hymn sings our patience: How long, dear
Savior, O how long shall this, thine hour delay? Fly swift
around, ye wheels of time, and bring the promised day.
We wait for Christmas. Yet even more, the Church looks
forward to that promised day when Christ will return and
time will end. But in all the anticipation and preparation, let’s
not overlook the present moment, this holy time of Advent.
We keep Advent until sunset on December 24.
The word “advent” is from a Latin word for “coming.” We
remember Christ’s first coming at Bethlehem, and we “wait
in joyful hope” for Christ to return in glory. John of Damascus
(who died in the early 8th century) wrote this prayer: “You
have taken me captive with longing for you, O Christ, and
have transformed me with the fire of your Spirit and count
me worthy to take my fill of delight in you. That, dancing
with joy, | may magnify your two comings."
Copyright, Archdiocese of Chicago

“No one can enter the Kingdom of
God without being born of water
and the Spirit.”

John 3:5

Congratulations on the upcoming birth of
your child!

To prepare for a Baptism, expectant parents attend the
Baptismal Preparation Class and choose godparents
for their child. Godparents are models of faith for their
godchildren. A godparent must be a fully initiated
Catholic who is actively living a life of faith and is at
least 16 years old. For information about baptismal
preparation, contact Cheryl Boggess in the Parish
Office.

YOUTH GROUP

“Let no one look down on your
youthfulness, but rather show
yourself as an example of those
who believe.” 1 Timothy 4.:12

8-12th Grade Youth Ministry

700 FOLD

God's Promise, Our inheritance

WHAT: Youth Group

WHEN: Sunday, November 22

(NO YOUTH GROUP November 29)

TIME: 6:00-8:00 p.m.

WHERE: Behind Parish Hall — Join us for Good Food,
Friends and Fun

Hope to see you there! Wear a mask! Bring a
friend!

~ Zachary Ratliff, Youth Minister
youth@saintedwards.org

7T “From the time we started having
Eucharistic Adoration each day,
our love of Jesus became more
intimate, our love for each other
more understanding, our love for
the poor more compassionate, and
we have doubled the number of vocations. The time we
spend in having our daily audience with God is the most
precious part of the whole day.”

St. Teresa of Calcutta

ﬁ%éH@RISTIC

CRATION

Come and spend a very Personal hour with Jesus in
the Holy Eucharist each week at Adoration. 9:30 a.m.
to 12:00 noon on Mondays and Fridays. Though you
may not be able to spend an hour, even a few minutes
before the Blessed Sacrament will begin to transform
your life under the Rays of His Eucharistic Light.
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of
these, you did it to me.”

Matthew 25:40

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION is
NOVEMBER 29

John Murphy, is the new president of St. Edward’s St.
Vincent de Paul. Many thanks to Kathi Jackson for her
years in that role. John asks for volunteers to dispatch
phone calls for SVDP. Training and support will be
provided for this important job. You may choose your
day and time to work. YOU can make a difference
in the life of a person or an entire family. Won’t you
please step up and call Sue Schlicher at 740-258-
3372 or Cindy Kendrick at 740-404-3591 to offer your
service?

Vollniams] FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED! ALWAYS NEEDED
Jesus said, “I am among you as one who
serves.”
Luke 22:27

Mondays or Thursdays to stock shelves

+ Tuesday evenings or Saturday mornings, one time
per month, to assist Food Pantry guests.

» For more information, call Barb Scholten at 740-
258-3230.

. § “Give me a person of prayer, and such
. | a one will be capable of accomplishing
anything.” St. Vincent de Paul

Have you ever experienced the power of prayer in your
life? The phrase, “Prayer is Powerful” is true! Is something
troubling you? Do you feel overwhelmed? Do you know
someone who needs prayer ~ perhaps someone who is
ill? If you need prayer in your life, the St. Edward “Prayer
Warriors” are ready to pray for you. Contact Cindy Kendrick
at 740-366-2871 or email ckk1@att.net to be covered in
prayer. If you would like to be a St. Edward Prayer Warrior,
please contact Cindy.

%{WA@% c/ the @/@4
Main: 740-504-8060
ICCeps i

A &S C 460 S. Main St., Granville
AUTOBODY & SERVICE UENTERS
740-587-3389
www.K-CEPS.com

STEWARDSHIP
TIME ~ TALENT ~ TREASURE
The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

King of the Universe

EZ 34:11-12, 15-17; PS 23:1-3, 5-6;
1 COR 15:20-26, 28; MT 25:31-46

Today we come to the end of the
liturgical year, celebrating the
magnificent feast of the Solemnity
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of
the Universe. Our readings provide
contrasting images of this King of
ours — He has authority over all,
and yet He is humble and tender
in His care for us, especially the
most vulnerable.

How can we properly honor and love such a King?
By offering Him our very lives through the stewardship
way of life. The Gospel passage from Matthew
shows us how. The passage begins with Christ’s
own description of His Second Coming, “When the
Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels
with him, he will sit upon his glorious throne, and all
the nations will be assembled before him.” Then the
moment of judgment will come. Some will be invited
into the Kingdom of Heaven — and others to eternal
punishment.

This judgment will be based not on how influential we
became in society, how high we climbed the corporate
ladder, nor any “worldly” achievements. Rather our
judgment will be based on how we treated the least
of those around us, whom Jesus calls His brothers.
“Amen, | say to you, whatever you did for one of the
least brothers of mine, you did for me.” To make His
point very clear, Jesus gives specifics — feeding the
hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, showing hospitality
to the stranger, caring for the ill and imprisoned.

The more deeply we embrace the stewardship way of
life, the more closely our priorities will align with His.

— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship
Consultants

REMINDERS DURING COVID-19

For the safety of your staff during the Covid

epidemic, please do not enter the office.

Also, do not cross the roped-off areas that
are Emergency Exits only. ENTRY and EXIT from the
church are only through the main front doors. Masks
must be worn when entering the church. Thank you.



Lectio Divina

SCRIPTURE READING + MEDITATION + PRAYER + CONTEMPLATION

“What page, what passage of the inspired books of the Old and New Testaments
is not the truest of guides for human life?” ~Saint Benedict, from the Rule of Saint Benedict (73:3)

This is a last week of November — a month dedicated to praying for the souls in Purgatory.

Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood of Thy Divine Son, Jesus, in union
with the Masses said throughout the world today, for all the holy souls in Purgatory,
for sinners everywhere, for sinners in the Universal Church, those in my own home
and within my family. Amen. ~PRAYER OF SAINT GERTRUDE FOR THE SOULS IN PURGATORY

Monday, November 23 ~ Thirty-Fourth Week in Ordinary Time
Saint Clement I, Pope and Martyr; Saint Columban, Abbot;
Blessed Miguel Agustin Pro, Priest and Martyr

Holy Gospel: Luke 21:1-4 When Jesus looked up he saw some wealthy people putting their offerings
into the treasury and he noticed a poor widow putting in two small coins. He said, “I tell you truly, this
poor widow put in more than all the rest; for those others have all made offerings from their surplus
wealth, but she, from her poverty, has offered her whole livelihood.”

Meditation: Jesus teaches that real giving must come from the heart, because a gift given out of love,
with a spirit of generosity and sacrifice, is precious. The amount or size of the gift doesn't matter as much
as the cost to the giver. The poor widow could have kept one of her coins, but instead she recklessly gave
away all she had! Jesus praised someone who gave barely equaled a penny because it was literally
everything she had - her whole living - that she offered to God. What is your weekly Offertory on Sunday
to God? On a percentage if income basis, is it truly a significant offering to God, given out of love for him
and his son, Jesus Christ, and the Church he founded?

Prayer ~ Saint Clement I: Aimighty ever-living God, who are wonderful in the virtue of all your Saints,
grant us joy in the yearly commemoration of Saint Clement, who, as a Martyr and High Priest of your Son,
bore out by his withess what he celebrated in mystery and confirmed by example what he preached with
his lips. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayer ~ Saint Columban: O God, who in Saint Columban wonderfully joined the work of evangelization
to zeal for the monastic life, grant, we pray, that through his intercession and example we may strive to
seek you above all things and to bring increase to your faithful people. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayer ~ Blessed Miguel Agustin Pro: Our God and Father, who conferred upon your servant Blessed
Miguel Agustin Pro the grace of ardently seeking your greater glory and the salvation of others, grant,
through his intercession and example, that by faithfully and joyfully performing our daily duties and
effectively assisting those around us, we may serve you with zeal and ever seek your glory. Through our
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: During the Mass the Offertory collection is really important. Whether we put in the
“widow’s mite” as today’s Gospel refers or have the means to give much more, our financial contribution
represents the gift of ourselves to God - literally my personal offering to God. As the Offertory brought
forward at the presentation of the gifts, along with the bread and wine, our financial contribution serves as
a sign of our self-offering. While the Bible speaks of tithing - and many Christian denominations insist on
the 10 percent of income basis referenced in the Bible - the Catholic Church does not insist on tithing. But
is your Offering to God a noteworthy amount given back to God out of love for him, his son Jesus Christ,
and the Church that Jesus founded? If not, shouldn’t it be? As Advent quickly approaches, and a new



Church Year begins, now is a good time to revisit the amount we give each Sunday through the Offertory
during Mass so that it reflects more closely our love for God — our offering to him made in thanksgiving
and love. Let us pray that each of us will give freely and generously in gratitude for all that God have
given to us.

Tuesday, November 24 ~ Thirty-Fourth Week in Ordinary Time
Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest and Martyr, and Companions, Martyrs

Holy Gospel: Luke 21:5-11 While some people were speaking about how the temple was adorned with
costly stones and votive offerings, Jesus said, “All that you see here - the days will come when there will
not be left a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down.” Then they asked him, “Teacher,
when will this happen? And what sign will there be when all these things are about to happen?” He
answered, “See that you not be deceived, for many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,” and ‘The
time has come.” Do not follow them! When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for
such things must happen first, but it will not immediately be the end.” Then he said to them, “Nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and
plagues from place to place; and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from the sky.”

Meditation: No doubt there have been many times throughout human history when people thought “this
is it...these are the end times.” World War II and the evils of the Nazis for one; the cold war era with the
former Soviet Union and threat of nuclear war; our current times as well with the evil of ISIS and
terrorism and wars taking place around the world. “Teacher, when will this happen...” is on the tips of
many tongues today as it has been throughout human history. Of course Jesus says in scripture that we
do not know the day nor the hour of his second coming, of the end times, but the important question is
are you ready? As you read this, are you ready for the second coming of Christ? If you have an intimate,
loving relationship with Christ and love him above all things then yes, you are probably ready. But we
need to ask ourselves: When did I make my last confession? Have I done any works of mercy? Have I
lived my life in witness to Christ and the teachings of his Catholic Church? Oops! Wow - that was a wake-
up call. So after thinking about it, maybe you're not as ready as you originally thought, and perhaps your
relationship with Christ is not what it should be. But there is no time like the present to undergo a radical
conversion of mind and heart so that you are, in fact, living a life worthy to be called a disciple of Christ,
and in a manner defined by sacred scripture, not the way of the world and the plethora of false prophets
who pander teachings based on the “do whatever you want” attitudes of moral relativism. Be ready for
him always and everyday - not out fear, but out of love of him, eager and ready to give an accounting of
your life to Jesus at the throne of judgment.

Prayer: O God, source and origin of all fatherhood, who kept the Martyrs Saint Andrew Dung-Lac and his
companions faith to the Cross of your Son, even to the shedding of their blood, grant through their
intercession, that, spreading your love among our brothers and sisters, we may be your children both in
name and in truth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: There are times when we don't fully recognize the moral crisis and spiritual conflict of
the age in which we live, until something wakes us up to the reality of this present condition. God reminds
us that a future judgment and outcome awaits every person, as each of us were created by God. The
reward for doing what is right and good and pleasing to God - doing God’s will - and the penalty for sinful
rebellion and rejection of God are not always experienced in this present life, but this is sure to come the
day of final judgment. The Lord Jesus tells us that there will be trials, suffering, and persecution in this
present age until he comes again at the end of the world. God intends our anticipation of his final
judgment to be a powerful deterrent to unfaithfulness and wrongdoing. Through the Sacrament of
Reconciliation Jesus extends grace and mercy to all who have a contrite heart, who recognize that we
have strayed from following him and have sinned. Do not pass up, even for one day, the profound two
word invitation of Jesus - “follow me” - and to receive his grace and mercy through a good confession.
Remember, too, not to cling simply to human laws but instead to divine laws and teachings. Following the
flawed human opinions of the U.S. Supreme Court justices will not get you to heaven; following the divine
laws of God and faith and moral teachings of God’s prophets and of his son, Jesus Christ, will get you to
heaven. Learn to turn a deaf ear to anyone and anything (especially advocacy groups) that lead you
astray from following our one Savior and Redeemer, Jesus Christ, for they offer nothing and achieve
nothing; Jesus offers a life of peace and love and eternal life with him.



Wednesday, November 25 ~ Thirty-Fourth Week in Ordinary Time
Saint Catherine of Alexandria

Holy Gospel: Luke 21:12-19 Jesus said to the crowd: "They will seize and persecute you, they will hand
you over to the synagogues and to prisons, and they will have you led before kings and governors
because of my name. It will lead to your giving testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare your
defense beforehand, for I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be
powerless to resist or refute. You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends,
and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair on
your head will be destroyed. By your perseverance you will secure your lives.”

Meditation: Jesus tells his disciples that if they endure to the end they will gain their lives - they will
inherit abundant life and lasting happiness with God. And so endurance is an essential strength which God
gives to those who place their hope and trust in him. Endurance is the patience which never gives up
hope, never yields to despair or hatred. Patience is long-suffering because it looks beyond the present
difficulties and trials and sees the reward which comes to those who persevere with hope and trust in God.
That is why godly endurance is more than human effort. It is first and foremost a supernatural gift of the
Holy Spirit which enables us to bear up under any trial or temptation. Endurance is linked with godly hope
- the supernatural assurance that we will see God face to face and inherit all the promises he has made.
Jesus is our supreme model and pioneer who endured the cross for our sake (Hebrews 12:2). “"God shows
his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Jesus willingly shed his
blood for us - to win for us pardon and peace with God. Our joy and privilege is to take up our cross each
day to follow the Lord Jesus.

Prayer: Almighty ever-living God, who gave Saint Catherine of Alexandria to your people as a Virgin and
an invincible Martyr, grant that through her intercession we may be strengthened in faith and constancy
and spend ourselves without reserve for the unity of the Church. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son.
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: Have you ever wondered what attracts others to the truth and power of the Gospel?
More often than not it is when they see Christians loving their enemies, being joyful in suffering, patient in
adversity, pardoning injuries, and showing comfort and compassion to the hopeless and the helpless. And
while “fear” is a very natural human emotion, Jesus tells us that we do not need to fear our adversaries
because God will give us sufficient grace, strength, and wisdom to face any trial and to answer any
challenge to our faith. Knowing this, are you ready to lay down your life for Christ and to bear witness to
the joy and freedom of the Gospel?

Thursday, November 26 ~ Thirty-Fourth Week in Ordinary Time
~ Thanksgiving Day ~
Begin Thanksgiving Day by going to Mass and giving thanks to God.

Holy Gospel: Luke 17:11-19 As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem, he traveled through Samaria
and Galilee. As he was entering a village, ten persons with leprosy met him. They stood at a distance from
him and raised their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!” And when he saw them, he said,
“"Go show yourselves to the priests.” As they were going they were cleansed. And one of them, realizing
he had been healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked
him. He was a Samaritan. Jesus said in reply, “"Ten were cleansed, were they not? Where are the other
nine? Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?” Then he said to him, “Stand up and
go; your faith has saved you.”

Meditation: Today’s gospel, translated and shortened into a news headline: “One out of ten people thank
God.” Think about this. When was the last time you paused and thanked God for anything? Sometimes in
the busyness of our lives we simply expect God to give us certain things, but we never thank him. Today
is a national holiday set aside to give thanks to God for everything. Everyday should be Thanksgiving Day
for all of us - thanking God our Father, with love from his children. Never think you are “above” thanking
God because you achieved everything on your own, attributing nothing to God - “enlightened” people
often think this way. Thanking God is not a quaint thought or anything old fashioned - it is the right thing
to do for all of the right reasons. I am reminded of a story. An old farmer once had a less-than-faithful
relative visit him. After the farmer had bowed his head and thanked God for the food they were about to
eat, the relative rudely said, “What did you do that for? There's no God. We live in an age of
enlightenment.” The old farmer smiled and said, “There is one on the farm who doesn’t thank God before



he eats.” The relative sat up and said, "Who is this enlightened one?” To which the farmer quietly replied,
\\My pig."

Prayer: Father all-powerful, your gifts of love are countless and your goodness infinite; as we come
before you on Thanksgiving Day with gratitude for your kindness, open our hearts to have concern for
every man, woman, and child, so that we may share your gifts in loving service. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Contemplation: Saying thank you to God should be part of our daily examen, part of our daily prayers,
part of our spiritual life. Each of us has so much to be thankful for — and it all begins with God.

Friday, November 27 ~ Thirty-Fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Holy Gospel: Luke 21:29-33 Jesus told his disciples a parable. “Consider the fig tree and all the other
trees. When their buds burst open, you see for yourselves and know that summer is how near; in the
same way, when you see these things happening, know that the Kingdom of God is near. Amen, I say to
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away.”

Meditation: Jesus used the image of a fig tree to teach his disciples an important lesson about reading
the “signs of the times.” The fig tree was a common and important source of food for the Jews. It bore
fruit twice a year, in the autumn and in the early spring. The Talmud (teachings and commentaries of the
ancient rabbis on the Jewish Scriptures) said that the first fruit came the day after Passover. The Jews
believed that when the Messiah came he would usher in the kingdom of God at Passover time. The early
signs of a changing season, such as springtime, summer, or autumn, are evident for all who can see and
observe the changes. Just so are the signs of God's kingdom and his return in glory on the day of
judgment. The “budding” of God's kingdom begins first in the hearts of those who are receptive to God's
word. Those who trust in God's word will bear the fruits of his kingdom. And what are the fruits of that
kingdom? “The kingdom of God...is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17).
The Lord gives the first-fruits of his kingdom to those who open their hearts to him with expectant faith
and trust in his word. We do not know the day nor the hour when the Lord Jesus will return again in glory.
But the Lord does give us signhs, not only to “wake us up” as a warning, but also to “rouse our spirits” to
be ready and eager to receive his kingdom when he comes in all his power and glory. The "Day of the
Lord" will strike terror in those who have ignored or rejected God, but it will be a day of joy and rejoicing
for those who long to see the Lord face-to-face. The Lord Jesus wants us to be filled with joyful
anticipation for his coming again.

Prayer: Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that striving more eagerly to bring your divine
work to fruitful completion, they may receive in greater measure the healing remedies your kindness
bestows. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: While we wait for the Lord's physical return in glory, we can know his presence with us
through the work and action of the Holy Spirit who dwells in our hearts, and by our constant and ongoing
communication with him in prayer. The Lord Jesus comes daily and frequently to those who long for him
and he speaks tenderly to our hearts. He comes to show us the way to our heavenly Father and to give us
the hope of eternal life. Listen to him so that you may embrace him and follow him - and do so with love.

Scripture passages (NAB translation) courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops;
prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011;
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of Catholic Culture.
frlumpe:2020

The new Liturgical Year commences with the First Sunday of Advent, November 29.

In this new liturgical year, the Church not only wishes to indicate the beginning of a period,
but the beginning of a renewed commitment to the faith by all those who follow Christ, our Lord
and Savior. This time of prayer and path of penance is so powerful, so rich and intense, that it
endeavors to give us a renewed impetus to truly welcome the message of Christ our Savior-.
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