C.

PAsTOR:

Msar. PauL P. ENKE

of Saint ‘Edward
Confessor

COME NOWZKING OF HEROESEDQ NOT
DELAY TOO LONGE WE HAVE NEED

OF MERCIESZ THAT YOU WILL FREEUSE

DEACON:

REV. MR. JoHN BARBOUR

785 NEWARK-GRANVILLE RoAD ® GRANVILLE, OHIO 43023 ® wwWw .SAINTEDWARDS.ORG

740-587-3254
740-587-0149

PARISH OFFICE:
FAX:

OFFICE MANAGER:
CHERYL BoGGEss, CPA

hurch intedw I’
OFFICE STAFF:
MAGGIE BARNO
maggi in I
ANNE ARNOLD
anne@saintedwards.org
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION:
740-587-4160
reled @saintedwards.org
REBEccA BuckNaM, Director
SARAH SWEEN

h intedw: I

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF
ADULTS/R.C.I.A.
SARAH RUNDELL, Director
614-726-2367
rundells@denison.edu

YOUTH MINISTER:

ZACHARY RATLIFF 740-587-3254
youth@saintedwards.org
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR:

ADRIENNE EVANS 740-587-3275
preschool @saintedwards.org
MAINTENANCE:

DiaNe KINNEY, KEVIN KINNEY
FrLoyp LanmoN

DIRECTOR OF MusIC:

PAUL RADKOWSKI 740-587-3254
music@saintedwards.org
BAPTISMAL CLASS:

(CONTACT PARISH OFFICE)

PatriciA BELHORN  740-587-3254

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
INVENTORY PROGRAM
DcN. JoHN AND

CINDY BARBOUR  740-587-3254

RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE:
JouN KoENIG 740-587-0720

koenigj@alink.com

PARISH COUNCIL:
JOHN MARTIN

Jfm225@gmail.com

VISITS TO SHUT-INS:
DiaNE KINNEY

614-403-0567

740-587-4121

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Kim CHUPKA 740-587-7067

st.edsadoration@gmail .com
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:

RAY STANKUNAS 330-284-2270
raymondstankuna: mail.com

PRAYER CHAIN
CinpY KENDRICK
ckk1 @att.net

740-366-2871

Mass Schedule

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
SATURDAY: 5:00 p.M.
SUNDAY: 8:15 AM.

10:45 a.m.
HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE:
TBA IN BULLETIN
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
MONDAY, TUESDAY,
WENESDAY, FRIDAY:
ADORATION:
MONDAY: 9:30 A.M.-12:00 NoON
FRIDAY: 9:30 A.M.-12:00 NoON
CONFESSIONS:
SATURDAY: 4:00-4:30 p.Mm.
BULLETIN SUBMISSION
DEADLINE:
MONDAY NOON

E-mail: church@saintedwards.org

9:00 A.M.
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MASSES THIS WEEK

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Sunday, January 24

8:15a.m. Living & Deceased Members of
St. Edward Parish
10:45a.m.  Vilma Rempillo (RIP) by Kendall & Jeanette

Carpenter

Monday, January 25 — Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle
9:00 a.m.  Paul Schnupp (RIP)
by Mark & Paula Coleman

Tuesday, January 26 — Sts. Timothy and Titus, Bishops
9:00 a.m.  Msgr. Carl P. Clagett (RIP)
by St. Edward Parish

Wednesday, January 27 —
St. Angela Merici, Virgin & Religious Founder
9:00 a.m.  Sally Clark Parrot (RIP) by Jane Clark Heist

Thursday, January 28 — Recorded Mass only
St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest & Doctor of the Church
Robert Daun (RIP)
by John & Jodi Crecca

Friday, January 29
9:00 a.m.  Jaron Shook (RIP) by John Koenig

Saturday, January 30
5:00 p.m. In Honor of Helen Long by Richard Long

Sunday, January 31 — Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:15a.m. Living & Deceased Members of
St. Edward Parish
10:45 a.m. Jeanette Carpenter (Birthday)

by Kendall Carpenter

Participate in weekend Mass from your home via Online
Mass at the parish website www.saintedwards.org.

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JANUARY 24, 2021 - YEAR B

PRELUDE
TBD

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE: Prescribed Antiphon — Sung by Cantor
GLORIA: Recited

LITURGY OF THE WORD

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps. 25: Teach me your ways,
O Lord. (arr. O. Alstott)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

(arr. O. Alstott)

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

HOLY, WHEN WE EAT, AMEN: Land of Rest Mass
LAMB OF GOD: Holy Cross Mass

COMMUNION: TBD

CONCLUDING RITE
RECESSIONAL: TBD

CANTORS

5:00 p.m.: Michael Flanigan
8:15a.m.: TBD

10:45 a.m.: Zachary & Maya Ratliff

VIOLIN
10:45 a.m. Bjorn Ludwig

NOTES FROM THE LOFT
“Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, bless His name”
Psalm 96

s This weekend’s Gospel Acclamation verse, sung by the
cantor, is “The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe
in the Gospel.” The Gospel Acclamation verse often has a
direct connection to the Gospel passage that is about to be
read, and this week is no exception. In today’s Gospel (Mark
1:14-20), these are the words proclaimed by Jesus after John
the Baptist is arrested. Jesus spoke these words nearly two
millennia ago, but they are just as powerful today as they ever
were. Just as He called to the people of His day, He calls to us
now. May we indeed heed that message and respond to His
call, just as Simon, Andrew, James, and John did many years
ago.

~ Paul Radkowski, Music Director
music @saintedwards.org, 740-587-3254

With Sympathy

The parish extends deepest sympathy to the family
of Robert Dodd, father of parishioner Dan Dodd, and
_ to the family of Marta Klemetti, wife of parishioner
O Wayne Klemetti. May they rest in eternal peace in
the presence of God.

—~
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THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JANUARY 24, 2021

SUPPORTING ST. EDWARD CHURCH A WORD FROM YOUR PASTOR

“Each one must do as he has purposed in his heart, not
grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

Thank you for your generous support of St. Edward
Church.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION

Offertory for the week of January 17 was $4,664.00.
Online Giving was $6,721.00. Propagation of the Faith
collection was $355.00.

OFFERTORY BASKET
Please place your offertory envelope in the basket as
you enter or exit the church.

N

[ Donate Online |

J

NEW LOOK TO DONATE BUTTON ON WEBSITE
If you are unable to come to Mass, please consider
Online Giving. Sign up on the St. Edward website home
page at www.saintedwards.org. Donations may always
be made online for SVdP. Use “Food Pantry” Fund or
“The Haven” Fund to provide the much-needed support
to help others.
Note: If your credit card has been changed, expired, or
was compromised, you will need to login to update your
online account to continue your online contributions. As
a safeguard, the program will automatically suspend
your contributions if one of these events occur. Please
contact the Parish Office if you need help.
To mail in your offering by check, send to: St.
Edward Church, 785 Newark-Granville Road,
Granville, OH 43023. (A separate check is
preferred for Mass Stipends and St. Vincent
de Paul.)

Welcome
Commlttee
et

Welcome Ministry

1. I'm a bit tardy with this because of bulletin printing
schedules, but please find below Mother Teresa’s
Reflection on the importance of protecting life. It is an
acknowledgement of last Friday’s Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of Unborn Children. May we all be
Pro-Life.

“Life is an opportunity, benefit from it. Life is beauty,

admire it. Life is a dream, realize it. Life is a challenge,

meet it. Life is a duty, complete it. Life is a game, play it.

Life is a promise, fulfill it. Life is sorrow, overcome it. Life is

asong, sing it. Life is a struggle, accept it. Life is a tragedy,

confront it. Life is an adventure, dare it. Life is luck, make
it. Life is too precious, do not destroy it. Life is life, fight for
it.” Mother Teresa

2. Wereceived the following note from John Paul Munhall,
director of the Men’s Haven, acknowledging a recent
gift to the Haven from St. Edward’s Parish:

Dear St. Edward Parish,

The Haven is very humbled by your recent gift of $5,559.00.

It comes in God’s perfect timing, as we currently have

residents quarantining at a hotel as they recover from

Covid. You are always in our prayers. Please keep us in

yours. Thank you, JP Munhall

3. A Prayer for Our Country (from the Mass for
Independence Day) Father of all nations and ages, we
recall the day when our country claimed its place among
the family of nations; for what has been achieved we
give thanks, for the work that still remains we ask your
help, and as you have called us from many peoples to
be one nation, grant that, under your providence, our
country may share your blessings with all the peoples
of the earth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son,
Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, One God, for ever and ever. Amen.

fW come.

The welcome ministry is looking for new members. Every 2 to 3 “I rejoiced when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the

months, members of this committee welcome new parishioners Lord.” Psalm 122:1

with notes and phone calls and manage a welcome table at

the popular Donut Sunday (when Covid is over) on Welcome We welcome all parishioners and visitors who have come to
Sunday. To be on the committee, all you need is a smile! To worship. To our visitors, you may have come as a stranger to
welcome new parishioners, contact Janice Schroeder at 419-  us, yet you are known to Our Lord, Jesus Christ. In His name
265-0266 or sjschroed313@gmail.com. we pray you will find peace, hospitality and friendship with us.
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Sunday, January 24 ~

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Mass — 8:15 a.m.

Mass — 10:45 a.m.

Youth Group — 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Monday, January 25
Mass — 9:00 a.m. Adoration after Mass until noon

Tuesday, January 26
Mass — 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday, January 27
Mass — 9:00 a.m.

Friday, January 28
Mass — 9:00 a.m. Adoration after Mass until noon

Saturday, January 29
Confessions — 4:00 to 4:30 p.m.
Mass — 5:00 p.m.

Participate in Online Mass via the parish website
www.saintedwards.org.

BAPTISM

“No one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of
water and the Spirit.”
John 3:5

Congratulations on the upcoming birth of
your child!

To prepare for a Baptism, expectant parents attend the
Baptismal Preparation Class and choose godparents
for their child. Godparents are models of faith for their
godchildren. A godparent must be a fully initiated Catholic
who is actively living a life of faith and is at least 16 years
old. For information about baptismal preparation, contact
Cheryl Boggess in the Parish Office.

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION

“Train the young in the way they should go; even when
old, they will not swerve from it.” Proverbs 22:6

If you are one of the 8 parents
who have not picked up PSR
books, please pick them up.

" Contact the PSR office at 740-
587-4160 to let us know when you will get
your books.

Second Grade PSR is ONLINE

2nd Grade Parent Remote Meetings

+ Attend either Sunday, 1/24 or Wednesday, 1/27 at

7:00 p.m. on Zoom.

All parents of 2nd grade students need to attend one

of the meetings for First Communion 2021 information.
This year is one-of-a-kind and will have additional
information. Parents need to attend the meeting -
even if you have had other children receive First
Communion. Unable to attend? Contact Rebecca to
make other arrangements.
Thank you for the opportunity to grow with your family in
our faith!

~ Rebecca Bucknam, PSR Director
reled @saintedwards.org or 740-587-4160

MASS REQUESTS

Mass requests are available for the second half of 2021.
Due to the limited number of dates remaining for 2021, we
ask parishioners to limit the number of Mass requests to 3.
Requests and payment can be mailed to (or dropped off at) the
parish office to the attention of Anne Arnold. A Mass stipend
is $10.00.
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2021-2022 ST. EDWARD’S
PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION
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Enrollment for the 2021-2022 preschool year begins
January 23-24. Parishioners and students currently
enrolled have priority. Registration Information Packets
will be on a table outside of the Preschool office, in the
Gathering Space, and on the Preschool page on the parish

website at: https://saintedwards.org.

Open enroliment for the public begins February 1.
Questions? Contact Adrienne Evans, Preschool Director,
at (740) 587-3275 or at preschool@saintedwards.org.

Preschool classes are:

+ 3-year-olds — Tuesday/Thursday from 9:00 to 11:30
a.m.

* 4-year-olds — Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 9:00 to
11:45a.m.

Pre-K classes for 4/5-year-olds are:

* Monday through Thursday from 12:30 to 3:15 p.m.

e
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LIVING I DO

Children learn healthy conflict from your

_ example more than from words. How do

7 you and your spouse disagree in front

@ of them? What conversations are best

saved for in private? Your children need

to see that conflict does not exclude love

and respect. Let the presence of your

children remind you to fight the problems rather than each
other.

.
as

REMINDERS DURING COVID

For the safety of your staff during the Covid epidemic,
please DO NOT ENTER the office. Also, do not cross the
roped off areas that are Emergency Exits only. ENTRY
and EXIT from the church are only through the main front
doors. Masks must be worn when entering the church.
Thank you.

St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest & Doctor of the Church, was
born in Italy in 1225 to a wealthy family. He disappointed
his family by joining a poor order of preachers (1244)
known as Dominicans. In 1245, he began to study in Paris
and was the favorite pupil of Albert the Great. He spent
some time in Rome as a papal advisor and returned to
Paris where he became known as a great teacher and
theologian. Among his writings, he provided five proofs
for the existence of God. The church has venerated his
writings as a treasure-house of sacred doctrine, but prayer,
he said, taught him more than studying. The patron saint
of schools and students, he died in 1274.

Saints Timothy & Titus were disciples and friends of the
Apostle Paul. Both men received letters from St. Paul,
which are in the New Testament. Timothy was a convert
of Paul in the year 47 and was with Paul at the founding of
the Church in Corinth. He was sent on difficult missions by
Paul. When Paul was imprisoned in Rome, Timothy was
with him. Paul installed him as Bishop at the Church of
Ephesus. Timothy died as a martyr to the faith. Titus was
a Gentile and was converted by Paul. Paul’s 2nd letter to
Corinth gives an insight into the depths of his friendship
with Titus and the fellowship they had preaching the
gospel. Titus was the bearer of Paul’'s severe letter to
Corinth where he successfully smoothed things out. Paul
appointed Titus as Bishop of Crete, where he led the
church, promoting the faith through prayer and preaching.
He died of old age.

Vi

“From the time we started having Eucharistic Adoration each
day, our love of Jesus became more intimate, our love for
each other more understanding, our love for the poor more
compassionate, and we have doubled the number of vocations.
The time we spend in having our daily audience with God is
the most precious part of the whole day.”

St. Teresa of Calcutta

Come and spend a very Personal hour with Jesus in the
Holy Eucharist each week at Adoration, 9:30 a.m. to 12:00
noon on Mondays and Fridays. Though you may not be
able to spend an hour, even a few minutes before the
Blessed Sacrament will begin to transform your life under
the Rays of His Eucharistic Light.



THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JANUARY 24, 2021

STEWARDSHIP ~TIME ~TALENT ~TREASURE

Third Sunday of Ordinary Time
JON 3:1-5, 10; PS 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 COR 7:29-31;
MK 1:14-20

Our readings today focus on
the vital attributes of being a
disciple of Christ.

The Gospel of John portrays
these attributes as he bears
witness to Jesus’ first disciples.
Upon seeing Jesus, John
proclaims, “Behold, the Lamb of
God.” The lamb is a reference
to the Jewish sacrificial offering
at Passover and reveals Jesus
as Savior. Once the two that were with John heard this,
they immediately followed Jesus. Jesus turned to them
and asked, “What are you looking for?” They responded
with, “Rabbi, where are you staying?”

Imagine Jesus asking you, “What are you looking for?"
We might respond with answers like a better job, more
kids, retirement, or any number of things that we think
will make our lives better. The things we seek may be
righteous, but as disciples of Christ, we should first
and foremost seek the Kingdom of God. If we strive to
respond to Jesus’ question in the same way the first
disciples responded, essentially by asking, “Where are
you, Lord?” then we will not be disappointed with the
outcome.

Our story of Jesus'’ first disciples concludes with Andrew
intentionally sharing the Good News of Christ to his
brother Simon Peter. Andrew had the gift of meeting the
Lord and did not hoard it to himself. Instead, he sought
his brother and proclaimed what he had experienced,
which serves as a reminder for us. Our calling is to be
missionary disciples — to seek the Lord and share what
we have found. Our faith is a gift! We should strive to
share this gift with others.

— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship
Consultants
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Melinda J. Woofter, M.D.

Board Certified Dermatologist
F.A.S.M.S. accredited MOHs Surgeon
leest Cosmetic & General Dermatology

YJermatology 740_ 5 8 7—0 77 8

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE

Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these, you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40

This is Food Pantry Collection Weekend. Please put
your items in the box in the Gathering Space.

Especially in these trying times, our neighbors in need

can use your support. Help those who are less fortunate

by supporting the St. Vincent de Paul Conference.

Contributions can be:

1. Mailed to the church by check, made payable to "St.
Vincent de Paul."

2. Sent directly to St. Vincent de Paul Center, 135 Wilson
Street, Newark, OH 43055.

3. Made by Online Giving. Go to the church website
www.saintedwards.org and select "SVdP" and/or
"Food Pantry" fund.

FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Jesus said, “I am among you as one who serves.” Luke 22:27

WESP

STOCK SHELVES — Mondays and/or Thursdays
ASSIST FOOD PANTRY GUESTS - Tuesday
evenings or Saturday mornings — one time per month
CLEAN FOOD PANTRY - your choice of day and
time
For more information, call Barb Scholten at 740-258-
3230.
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R.A. LONG
PAINTING

614-864-3951

Join our family

Marketing
Handled

®RevlLocal

David E. Born, M.D.
Donald A. DeShetler, M.D.
Peter S. Kim, M.D.
Mae T. Gallagher, M.D.
Jason M. Winterhalter, M.D.

Family Medicine
740-587-0087

Walk in our office any Wednesday
between 9 am-4pm for an
interview or apply online today
at Homelnstead.com/550.
We can’t wait to
meet you!

Knights of Columbus ~
. v
St. Edward Council B
410876 WALK Sy
W® Serving Parish APPLY NOW
i/ and Community | www.homeinstead.com/550

Melinda J. Woofter, M.D.

Board Certified Dermatologist
F.A.S.M.S. accredited MOHs Surgeon
{\/_ Zidwest Cosmetic & General Dermatology

ermatology 7 40"587 "07 7 8

ALPHA[EIY]

TECHNOLOGIESE

1496 West Main St « Newark « 740.788.9000 » www.alink.com

Managed Networks
Managed Backups
VolP « WiFi « More

Granville...
A Great Place to Live!

Licking County's

Only Public Transfer! WA s T
“Proud to be Granville's i WAY

Waste & Recycling Hauler!”
995 Keller Dr., Heath \WASTERWRYSYSTEMS.COM
(740) 34-WASTE

Nolan K Cox

1640 Columbus

Financial Advisor Edward]onesl

Rd., Granville, OH 43023

740-587-4044

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

(#) Huntington

Since 1866
Kathy Kiebel
222 E. Broadway

587-3133

Grand
Monuments

1600 East Main St.
Newark, Ohio 43055

345-8772

Mickey’s Roofing

Roofing, Gutter & Small Roofing Repairs

Free Estimates
3013 Raccoon Valley Rd. » Granville

740-587-2645

WENGER

TEMPERATURE
CONTROL
2005 Progress Ave.

614-443-2212

www.mickeysroofing.com
INDEPENDENT TERMITE
& PEST CONTROL, INC.

83172 Buckeye Ave., Newark

Dr. D. Mark
Stewart, DDS

Orthopedic Specialists
& Sports Medicine
KEEPING YOU ACTIVE

() Licking County’s
Local Orthopedic
Group Since 1986

Complete Orthopedic Care ® www.ossmnewark.com
2750 Newark-Granville Road, Granville, OH ¢ 740-788-9220

740-587-2000

Termite & Carpenter Ant Specialist

et EAE@ sl Robert Amore, President
JimBidigare.com 740-345-7000 Licensed by State of Ohio

General Dentistry
1010 N. 21st St., Newark

740-366-5353

Free
Estimates

Madison-Collins-Stephens

{ Erie
Q‘\ Insurance’

KENDAL at Granville

Together, transforming the experience of aging®
C ng 10 leans in the

Granville Community!

Mike Birkmeyer 740-345-2000

Visit us online or call for a tour: KAG.Kendal.org | 321-0410

TO PLACE AN
AD,CALL
DEE PRINTING
AT 1-800-
292-9020.

Have you had your roof checked lately?
ey Sometimes you can'’t see the damage. High
POF A 5107 Winds and Harsh Weather can damage
PRECISION . i
e ‘= your roof; call us today and let us see if
g‘&#ﬁg&lu"é there is any need for repairs.
~AlS Don’t wait until it’s too late.

S

Precision Slate & Tile Roofing Co. Ltd.
2767 E. 4th Avenue, Columbus, OH 43219

614-448-8344 « www.precisionslateroof.com

740-522-2611 + FAX 740-366-2560
evanshvac@windstream.net
www.evansheatingandac.com

INSTALLATION - SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES
1060 W. MAIN ST. - NEWARK
Corner of 30th and W. Main Street
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Michael E. Campolo, D.O.
Maria May, D.0.

—— e _ Maedical and Surgical Associates

Alexander Campolo, D.O.

1924 & 1930 Tamarack Road
Main Line: (740) 522-7600

Richard R. Donnard, D.0.
Thomas K. Petryk, M.D.

Jeremy R. Campbell, D.0.
Lisa M. Karres, D.O.

1190 E. Main Street, Newark 740-349-8686

GUTRIDGE
PLUMBING, INC.

GPI 349-9411

Our bulletin
is printed
at no cost

to the parish.

Our advertisers
cover all expenses.

We thank them
and encourage
you to support
their businesses.

Making a First Impression ...
Leaving a Lasting Memory
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Main: 740-504-8060

p-/-_\ 128 S. Main St., Johnstown
-CEPS \ 740-967-1000

A & SERVICE C 460 S. Main St., Granville
UTOBODY EI?\ ICE GENTERS 740-587-3389
www.K-CEPS.com

first impressions
4 Maternity
Services

ll Licking Memorial Hospital

www.LMHealth.org

Mortellaro

—N—
McDonald’s

Come in on Sunday for a Free
Small Coffee with the purchaselg
of a Breakfast Sandwich

Kevin Ouweleen, M.D.

Robert Mueller, M.D.

1717 West Main Street, Suite 201 « Newark, Ohio 43055 ¢ (220) 564-2900

Andrew Terlecky, D.O.

Licking Memorial

Orthopedic Surgery

www.LMHealth.org




Lectio Divina

SCRIPTURE READING + MEDITATION + PRAYER + CONTEMPLATION

“What page, what passage of the inspired books of the Old and New Testaments
is not the truest of guides for human life?” ~Saint Benedict, from the Rule of Saint Benedict (73:3)

"It is perfectly true that we die with Him in baptism and rise from the dead: but this is
only the beginning of a series of deaths and resurrections. We are not ‘converted’ only
once in our life but many times, and this endless series of large and small
‘conversions,’ inner revolutions, leads finally to our transformation in Christ.”
EXCERPTED FROM “LIFE AND HOLINESS” BY FR. THOMAS MERTON, OCSO

Monday, January 25 ~ Third Week in Ordinary Time
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, Apostle

Holy Gospel: Mark 16:15-18 Jesus appeared to the Eleven and said to them: “Go into the whole world
and proclaim the Gospel to every creature. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever does
not believe will be condemned. These signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will drive
out demons, they will speak new languages. They will pick up serpents with their hands, and if they drink
any deadly thing, it will not harm them. They will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

Meditation: Jesus' departure and ascension into heaven was both an end and a beginning for his
disciples. While it was the end of Jesus' physical presence with his beloved disciples, it marked the
beginning of Jesus' presence with them in a new way. Jesus promised that he would be with them always
to the end of time. Now as the glorified and risen Lord and Savior, ascended to the right hand of the
Father in heaven, Jesus promised to send them the Holy Spirit who would anoint them with power on the
Feast of Pentecost, just as Jesus was anointed for his ministry at the River Jordan. When the Lord Jesus
departed physically from the apostles, they were not left in sorrow or grief. Instead, they were filled with
joy and with great anticipation for the coming of the Holy Spirit. Jesus' last words to his apostles point to
his saving mission and to their mission to be witnesses of his saving death and his glorious resurrection
and to proclaim the good news of salvation to all the world. Their task is to proclaim the good news of
salvation, not only to the people of Israel, but to all the nations. God's love and gift of salvation is not just
for a few, or for a nation, but it is for the whole world - for all who will accept it. The gospel is the power
of God, the power to forgive sins, to heal, to deliver from evil and oppression, and to restore life. Do you
believe in the power of the gospel?

Prayer: O God, who taught the whole world through the preaching of the blessed Apostle Paul, draw us,
we pray, nearer to you through the example of him whose conversion we celebrate today, and so make us
witnesses to your truth in the world. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Prayer for Conversion: O Father, in the name of Your Son Jesus, and in the power and authority of
the Holy Spirit, I ask that You fill me with the knowledge of Your will through all spiritual wisdom and
understanding. Enlighten me, dear Lord! Teach me to live in a manner that is worthy of You, so as to be
fully pleasing to You, full of good works bearing good fruits and ever growing in knowledge of You.
Strengthen me, a lost lamb, dear Lord, with every power of Your Holy Spirit, in accordance with Your
might, for all endurance and patience, with joy, giving thanks to You O Father! Make me fit to share in the
inheritance of the holy ones in the Light. Deliver me from the power of darkness and transfer me into the
kingdom of Your Beloved Son, Jesus, in whom is redemption and the forgiveness of sins. Amen.

Contemplation: This is the great commission which the risen Christ gives to the whole church. All
believers have been given a share in this task - to be heralds of the good news and ambassadors for
Jesus Christ, the only savior of the world. We have not been left alone in this task, for the risen Lord
works in and through us by the power of his Holy Spirit. Today we witness a new Pentecost as the Lord
pours out his Holy Spirit upon his people to renew and strengthen the body of Christ and to equip it for



effective ministry and mission world-wide. Do you witness to others the joy of the gospel and the hope of
the resurrection?

Tuesday, January 26 ~ Third Week in Ordinary Time
Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops

Holy Gospel: Mark 3:31-35 The mother of Jesus and his brothers arrived at the house. Standing
outside, they sent word to Jesus and called him. A crowd seated around him told him, “Your mother and
your brothers and your sisters are outside asking for you.” But he said to them in reply, "Who are my
mother and my brothers?” And looking around at those seated in the circle he said, “Here are my mother
and my brothers. For whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

Meditation: Jesus is God's love incarnate - God's love made visible in human flesh (1 John 4:9-10). That
is why Jesus describes himself as the good shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep and the shepherd
who seeks out the sheep who have strayed and lost their way. God is like the father who yearns for his
prodigal son to return home and then throws a great party for his son when he has a change of heart and
comes back (Luke 15:11-32). Jesus offered up his life on the cross for our sake, so that we could be
forgiven and restored to unity and friendship with God. It is through Jesus that we become the adopted
children of God - his own sons and daughters. That is why Jesus told his disciples that they would have
many new friends and family relationships in his kingdom. Whoever does the will of God is a friend of God
and a member of his family - his sons and daughters who have been ransomed by the precious blood of
Christ.

Prayer: O God, who adorned Saints Timothy and Titus with apostolic virtues, grant through the
intercession of them both, that, living justly and devoutly in this present age, we may merit to reach our
heavenly homeland. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: One of the early martyrs of the Church, Lucian of Antioch, once said: “a Christian's only
relatives are the saints” — namely those who have been redeemed by the blood of Christ and adopted as
sons and daughters of God. Those who have been baptized into Jesus Christ and who live as his disciples
enter into a new family, a family of “saints” here on earth and in heaven. Jesus changes the order of
relationships and shows that true kinship is not just a matter of flesh and blood. Our adoption as sons and
daughters of God transforms all of our relationships and requires a new order of loyalty to God first and to
his kingdom of righteousness and peace. Do you want to grow in love and friendship? Allow God's Holy
Spirit to transform your heart, mind, and will to enable you to love freely and generously as he loves.

Wednesday, January 27 ~ Third Week in Ordinary Time
Saint Angela Merici, Virgin

Holy Gospel: Mark 4:1-20 On another occasion, Jesus began to teach by the sea. A very large crowd
gathered around him so that he got into a boat on the sea and sat down. And the whole crowd was beside
the sea on land. And he taught them at length in parables, and in the course of his instruction he said to
them, "“Hear this! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds
came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground where it had little soil. It sprang up at once because
the soil was not deep. And when the sun rose, it was scorched and it withered for lack of roots. Some
seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it and it produced no grain. And some seed
fell on rich soil and produced fruit. It came up and grew and yielded thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.” He
added, “"Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear.” And when he was alone, those present along with the
Twelve questioned him about the parables. He answered them, “"The mystery of the Kingdom of God has
been granted to you. But to those outside everything comes in parables, so that they may look and see
but not perceive, and hear and listen but not understand, in order that they may not be converted and be
forgiven.” Jesus said to them, “"Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you understand any of
the parables? The sower sows the word. These are the ones on the path where the word is sown. As soon
as they hear, Satan comes at once and takes away the word sown in them. And these are the ones sown
on rocky ground who, when they hear the word, receive it at once with joy. But they have no roots; they
last only for a time. Then when tribulation or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall
away. Those sown among thorns are another sort. They are the people who hear the word, but worldly
anxiety, the lure of riches, and the craving for other things intrude and choke the word, and it bears no
fruit. But those sown on rich soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit thirty and
sixty and a hundredfold.”



Meditation: Jesus' parable of the sower is aimed at the hearers of his word. There are different ways of
accepting God's word and they produce different kinds of fruit accordingly. There is the prejudiced hearer
who has a shut mind. Such a person is unteachable and blind to what he or she doesn't want to hear,
usually because they think they know better. Then there is the shallow hearer. He or she fails to think
things out or think them through; they lack depth. They may initially respond with an emotional reaction,
but when it wears off their mind wanders to something else. Another type of hearer is the person who has
many interests or cares, but who lacks the ability to hear or comprehend what is truly important. Such a
person is too busy to pray or too preoccupied to study and meditate on God's word. Then there is the one
whose mind is open. Such a person is at all times willing to listen, to hear with clarity, and to learn. He or
she is never too proud or too busy to learn, or one that thinks this doesn’t apply to them. They listen in
order to understand and to become a better disciple of Christ.

Prayer: May the Virgin Saint Angela never fail to commend us to your compassion, O Lord, we pray, that,
following the lessons of her charity and prudence, and express it in what we do. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Contemplation: God gives grace to those who hunger for his word, his teachings, his truth that they may
understand his will and have the strength to live according to it. Faith in his word is the way to wisdom,
and to ponder God'’s divine plan is to grow in the truth, the way, and the life of Christ. Do you hunger for
his word?

Thursday, January 28 ~ Third Week in Ordinary Time
Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Holy Gospel: Mark 4:21-25 Jesus said to his disciples, “Is a lamp brought in to be placed under a bushel
basket or under a bed, and not to be placed on a lampstand? For there is nothing hidden except to be
made visible; nothing is secret except to come to light. Anyone who has ears to hear ought to hear.” He
also told them, “Take care what you hear. The measure with which you measure will be measured out to
you, and still more will be given to you. To the one who has, more will be given; from the one who has
not, even what he has will be taken away.

Meditation: Lamps in the ancient world served a vital function, much like they do today. They enable
people to see and work in the dark and to avoid stumbling. The Jews also understood “light” as an
expression of the inner beauty, truth, and goodness of God. In his light we see light (Psalm 36:9). His
word is a lamp that guides our steps (Psalm 119:105). God's grace not only illumines the darkness in our
lives, but it also fills us with spiritual light, joy, and peace. Jesus used the image of a lamp to describe how
his disciples are to live in the light of his truth and love. Just as natural light illumines the darkness and
enables one to see visually, so the light of Christ shines in the hearts of believers and enables us to see
the heavenly reality of God's kingdom. In fact, our mission is to be light-bearers of Christ so that others
may see the truth of the gospel and be freed from the blindness of sin and deception.

Prayer: O God, who made Saint Thomas Aquinas outstanding in his zeal for holiness and his study of
sacred doctrine, grant us, we pray, that we may understand what he taught and imitate what he
accomplished. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: Jesus remarks that nothing can remain hidden or secret. We can try to hide things from
others, from ourselves, and from God. How tempting to shut our eyes from the consequences of our sinful
ways and bad habits, even when we know what those consequences are. And how tempting to hide them
from others and even from God. But, nonetheless, everything is known to God who sees all, who hears all,
who knows all. There is great freedom and joy for those who live in God's light and who seek this truth.
Those who listen to God and heed his voice will receive more from him. Do you know the joy and freedom
of living in God's light, and letting his light illuminate what is right and good and true?

Friday, January 29 ~ Third Week in Ordinary Time

Holy Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 Jesus said to the crowds: “This is how it is with the Kingdom of God; it is as
if a man were to scatter seed on the land and would sleep and rise night and day and the seed would
sprout and grow, he knows not how. Of its own accord the land yields fruit, first the blade, then the ear,
then the full grain in the ear. And when the grain is ripe, he wields the sickle at once, for the harvest has
come.” He said, “"To what shall we compare the Kingdom of God, or what parable can we use for it? It is
like a mustard seed that, when it is sown in the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on the earth. But



once it is sown, it springs up and becomes the largest of plants and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the sky can dwell in its shade.” With many such parables he spoke the word to them as they were
able to understand it. Without parables he did not speak to them, but to his own disciples he explained
everything in private.

Meditation: What can mustard seeds teach us about the kingdom of God? The tiny mustard seed literally
grew to be a tree which attracted numerous birds because they loved the little black mustard seed it
produced. God's kingdom works in a similar fashion. It starts from the smallest beginnings in the hearts of
men and women who are receptive to God's word. And it works unseen and causes a transformation from
within. Just as a seed has no power to change itself until it is planted in the ground, so we cannot change
our lives to be like God until God gives us the power of his Holy Spirit.

Prayer: Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to your good pleasure, that in the name of
your beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: The Lord of the Universe is ever ready to transform us by the power of his Spirit. Are
you ready to let God change you by his grace and power? The kingdom of God produces a transformation
in those who receive the new life which Jesus Christ offers. When we yield to Jesus Christ, our lives are
transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. Paul the Apostle says, “we have this
treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us” (2
Corinthians 4:7). Do you believe in the transforming power of the Holy Spirit?

Saturday, January 30 ~ Third Week in Ordinary Time

Holy Gospel: Mark 4:35-41 On that day, as evening drew on, Jesus said to his disciples: “Let us cross to
the other side.” Leaving the crowd, they took Jesus with them in the boat just as he was. And other boats
were with him. A violent squall came up and waves were breaking over the boat, so that it was already
filling up. Jesus was in the stern, asleep on a cushion. They woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you
not care that we are perishing?” He woke up, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “"Quiet! Be still!” The
wind ceased and there was great calm. Then he asked them, "Why are you terrified? Do you not yet have
faith?” They were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this whom even wind and
sea obey?”

Meditation: Jesus' sleeping presence on the storm-tossed sea is revealing of the sleeping faith of his
disciples. They feared for their lives even though their Lord and Savior was right there with them in the
boat. They were asleep to Christ while he was present to them in their hour of need. Despite our fears and
anxieties, we must remember that the Jesus is ever present to us. Whenever we encounter trouble, the
Lord is there with the same reassuring message: “It is I, do not be afraid.”

Prayer: Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to your good pleasure, that in the name of
your beloved Son we may abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: A simple yet profound question to ask yourself: Do you recognize the Lord's presence
with you, especially when you meet the storms in life of adversity, sorrow, fear, challenge, anxiety and
temptation? Where is your faith in Christ? What are the characteristics of faith and how can we grow in it?
Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to us. Believing is only possible by grace and the help of the
Holy Spirit, who moves the heart and who opens the eyes of the mind to understand and accept the truth
which God has revealed to us. Faith enables us to relate to God rightly and confidently, with trust and
reliance, by believing and adhering to his word, because he is utterly reliable and trustworthy. If we want
to live, grow, and persevere in faith, then it must be nourished with the word of God. Fear does not need
to cripple us from taking right action or rob us of our trust and reliance on God. Courage working with
faith enables us to embrace God's word of truth and love with confidence and to act on it with firm hope in
God's promises. The love of God strengthens us in our faith and trust in him and enables us to act with
justice and kindness towards our neighbor even in the face of opposition or harm.

Scripture passages (NAB translation) courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops;
prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011;
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of Catholic Culture.
frlumpe:2021
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