
5/30 & 5/31/2020 Pentecost Homily 
 

We gather today on this feast of Pentecost, for some the first time physically 
back at our church, and virtually for those of you who still find that a bridge too far. I 
cetainly understand the need for many fo you to do that. So we will be continuing to 
share our taped Mass with you as long as we need to. You remain in our prayers until 
we can be with each other again. 

I read a piece in this week's New Yorker magazine that spoke to me of where we 
find ourselves on this Pentecost weekend 2020, and it was about the Nolen 
Greenhouses at the New York Botanical Gardens, which stretches across some 250 
acres. Todd Forrest, the head of the horticulture department there since 2004, had this 
to say about this gardening, its gardens, and its visitors. He said, "We're grateful we 
have jobs and well enough to do them, especially in such a special and beautiful place. 
Let's do everything we can to make sure that the garden does what it needs to do 
whenever people are able to return to it. We want the garden to be an escape and not a 
remindder of what was lost." 

Here too, at our parish church of St. Edward, we also have been blessed with a 
special and beautiful place, and we also want to make sure that our church does what it 
needs to do whenever people are able to return it. In the best sense of the word, we 
hope to again be a place of escape, a safe harbor, and not a reminder of what has been 
lost. 

That's going to take some time...I know. The irony is that escaping here will give 
us the grace, the strength, and the courage we need to do what Jesus told those 
disciples to do when he wished them peace and said, "As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you." 

And we say back to him, in the words of the psalm, "Lord, send out your Spirit 
and renew the face of the earth." This is our mission: to be renewing the face of our 
devastated earth. 

Last week I mentioned the beauty and the hardiness of the lilacs in my backyard. 
And next to them, there is a gorgeous stand of bright red azaleas--as bright red as a 
cardinal's skullcap. For two weeks it has been on fire with beauty, as it summons us to 
renew the face of the earth with its fire. Let's all do that today in the face of what lies 
ahead for us as a parish. We can do this. We must do this...with the Holy Spirit by our 
side. 
 And do recall, friends, the temporary change in Mass times for those coming to 
the church. It will be 5:00 p.m. on Saturday and one Mass only [Sunday] at 10:00 a.m. 
That will allow us to deep clean our worship space. 

And with that, again I say, God bless you all and yours too. 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/05/25/the-essential-workers-of-the-new-york-botanical-garden


5/29/2020 A Word from Your Pastor 
 
     As we assemble (or not) we will keep the celebration of Pentecost to focus our 
prayers for each other. This is from the sequence for the Mass, Veni Sancte Spiritus. And 
so we pray: 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, come! 
And from your celestial home 
Shed a ray of light divine! 
Come, Father of the poor! 
Come, source of all our store! 
Come, within our bosoms shine. 
You, of comforters the best; 
You, the soul’s most welcome guest; 
Sweet refreshment here below; 
In our labor, rest most sweet; 
Grateful coolness in the heat; 
Solace in the midst of woe. 
O most blessed Light divine, 
Shine within these hearts of yours, 
And our inmost being fill! 
Where you are not, we have naught, 
Nothing good in deed or thought, 
Nothing free from taint of ill. 
Heal our wounds, our strength renew; 
On our dryness pour your dew; 
Wash the stains of guilt away: 
Bend the stubborn heart and will; 
Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 
Guide the steps that go astray. 
On the faithful, who adore 
And confess you, evermore 
In your sevenfold gift descend; 
Give them virtue’s sure reward; 
Give them your salvation, Lord; 
Give them joys that never end. Amen. 
Alleluia. 
 
     Yes, may the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit descend on us all and may the Holy 
Spirit give us “joys that never end” in these difficult days. 



     Please note we will continue the taped Mass for the weekends on the parish 
website. And also today, some other words:      
     As most of you know (I hope), we will be resuming the public celebration of Mass this 
weekend, Pentecost. Our “reboot committee” has been working hard to prepare our 
building for those planning to attend. Some of the things that will change for now are: 
 
+ Park only in main lot as west entrance will be locked 
+ Wear a face mask 
+ Sanitize your hands before coming (we will be ready to provide both at the church) 
+ Seating will be every third pew (others will be roped off) 
+ Maintain the 6 ft. social distancing in pews 
+ There will be one large basket for collection as you enter or leave the church 
+ You will be directed as to how to come forward for Holy Communion 
+ Only deacon and priest will distribute the Bread of Eucharist 
+ No reception of Eucharist on the tongue for your safety and ours 
+ Pick up bulletin on way out of church  
+ No “lollygagging” in groups after Mass  
 
And then, please, go in peace and in joy. God bless you all. 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 
 
Sequence from Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical 
edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. All rights 
reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or 
displayed in any medium, including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the 
copyright owner. 

 
  



5/28/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Alleluia! He is risen! Today's first reading from the Acts of the Apostles is one that I 
find, oddly, consoling. 
     Paul is in Jerusalem, standing before the trial judges of the Sanhedrin. Paul is 
embroiled in a dispute between the Sadducees and the Phariseees. The Sadducees are 
arguing that "there is no resurrection or angels or spirits" (Acts 23:8), and the Pharisees 
claim that there are. The dispute becomes so heated that the commander is "afraid that 
Paul would be torn to pieces by them," so he orders his troops to rescue Paul (23:10). 
     And then, the remarkable verse 11: "The following night the Lord stood by him and 
said, 'Take courage. For just as you have borne witness to my cause in Jerusalem, so you 
must also bear witness in Rome.'" 
     So, to summarize: In Jerusalem, Paul has just undergone this ordeal in which he was 
imprisoned and brought to a trial that turns into a terrifyingly heated theological 
argument--so intense that he had to be rescued before he was killed. And then God 
says, effectively, "Hey...be strong. You did my will here, so get ready to do it again in 
Rome." 
     I find this whole story consoling because right now, in these days when one thing 
after another seems crazy and uncertain and worrisome and destabilized in our world, 
the crosses can seem to pile up and become so heavy to bear. And there is something 
comforting about knowing that when St. Paul was in the midst of that time, God came 
and told him--yeah, this was hard, and you're not done yet; this is going to continue for 
you in Rome. But take courage. 
     Take courage. We take courage because God is with us. We take courage because the 
Holy Spirit is upon us. This coming Pentecost weekend, we will pray, beg, plead, 
beseech, implore the Holy Spirit to come upon us and be with us, as we do every 
Pentecost. 
     And, as ever, the Holy Spirit will indeed grant us courage--fortitude--and all of his 
other sevenfold gifts. Let us pray to be open to receiving and being transformed by 
those gifts. And let us pray that, like St. Paul, we will take courage as we prepare for 
whatever challenges lie ahead.        
     St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us. 
   
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 

 
  



5/27/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is Wednesday, May 27. As we move toward toward Pentecost, I am reminded 
of the prayer: "Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and enkindle in them 
the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created, and you shall 
renew the face of the earth." 
   
   Creighton University's online ministries did a wonderful line-by-line discussion of this 
prayer. Part of it: 

Fill the hearts of your faithful 
This is a request for a heart filled with the Spirit. This isn't asking, "Give me a little 
bit of your Spirit." This is a bold request. We are asking that we might be filled - 
and therefore, transformed by the Spirit. No hesitation, no doubt, no fear, no 
judgment, now wrangling, no selfishness can remain. Fill us. Fill me. 
 
Enkindle in them the fire of your love 
Our prayer gets even more specific. We desire the love which only the Spirit can 
bring. We know it is a fire, and we ask for it. It is a purifying fire. It burns away all 
that is in the way. And, it warms whatever is cold. This fire brings a new vitality 
and courage. And, fire can be shared with others, without being diminished. Set 
our hearts on fire. Set my heart on fire. 

As I read further, "And you shall renew the face of the earth." 
   
   While I think about how we cannot go back to how things were even a few months 
ago, the readings today also talk about losing something and moving forward. 
     The first reading tells how Paul prayed for the church at Ephesus, and then that they 
were greatly distressed hearing Paul say that they would not see them again. Paul may 
have known that he was moving towards his martyrdom.  
     The Gospel moves us towards Pentecost, again, a movement through prayer. The 
Gospel begins with John telling about Jesus's prayer to the Father, asking for the 
continued unity of the Church on earth, as well as for our protection.  
      Jesus, please continue to protect us and keep our eyes fixed on heaven. Please keep 
us united in you. May our movement be a movement through prayer. 
      Just as the Ephesians lost Paul, the apostles watched Jesus ascend to heaven, and we 
all had to watch Mass remotely. Some of us still do. God sent the Holy Spirit to give us 
strength--and still does.  May the Holy Spirit fill our hearts and guide us in the days to 
come so that we may help renew our communities through living out God's love. 
   
~ Rebecca Bucknam, PSR Director 
  

https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Lent/e-Come-Holy-Spirit.html
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Lent/e-Come-Holy-Spirit.html


5/26/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
    Happy Easter to you all on this Tuesday of the Seventh Week of Easter, and also the 
fifth day of our novena to the Holy Spirit, as we are very quickly winding down to the 
day of Pentecost--the coming of the Holy Spirit at the end of the Easter season. 
    This day, the fifth day, we pray for the gift of knowledge. The gift of knowledge 
enables the soul to evaluate created things and their true worth. Knowledge is a 
fountain of life to him that possesses it. 
    Knowledge, my friends, in the form of the readings for today: today we find Paul in 
the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 20, about to depart for Melitus on his way to 
Jerusalem. I love this quote from Paul. He knows that the Spirit is warning him. And 
"now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem," he tells the faithful in Melitus. 
"What will happen to me there I do not know, except that in one city after another the 
Holy Spirit has been warning me that imprisonment and hardships await me. Yet I 
consider life of no importance to me, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that 
I received from the Lord Jesus, to bear witness to the Gospel of God’s grace." 
    That as well is our Great Commission: to finish the course, the ministry that we have 
been directed to by Jesus Christ, to proclaim him to the ends of the earth, to ask 
forgiveness, and to bear witness to the Gospel. That, my friends, is our mission: the 
Great Commission.     
    And then today, we find Jesus at the Last Supper in what is called the climax of his last 
discourses here in the gospel of John. Since the 16th chapter--this chapter 17 has been 
called the high priestly prayer. In this prayer, we find Jesus with his eyes raised to 
heaven saying, "Father, the hour has come. Give glory to your son." He is about to 
depart, and the Advocate is about to enter. 
    Again, my friends, seeking knowledge from the scriptures: the Acts of the Apostles 
today from St. Paul and from Jesus at the Last Supper in his high priestly prayer at the 
Last Supper. We follow his lead as his disciples. 
    God bless you, again, on this fifth day of the novena praying for the seven gifts, to the 
the Holy Spirit. The gift we ask for is the gift of knowledge. We are very close to 
receiving that Holy Spirit at Pentecost. So Happy Easter, my friends. The Advocate is just 
about here.    

   
~ Deacon John Barbour 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 
 

  



5/25/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Alleluia! He is risen and ascended! Today, Monday, May 25, 2020, is a busy day 
on the liturgical calendar. There are not one, not two, but three optional saints' 
memorials: St. Bede the Venerable, St. Gregory VII, and St. Mary Magdalene 
de'Pazzi. Here in the United States, though, today we focus on another kind of 
memorial. It's Memorial Day, our annual national remembrance of those who 
died while serving in the U.S. military. 
     At every Mass, immediately after the consecration of the bread and the wine 
into the Body and Blood of Christ, there is a short acclamation: the Mystery of 
Faith, also known as the Memorial Acclamation. There are three options: 
     + We proclaim your death, O Lord, and profess your resurrection until you 
come again. 
     + When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your death, O Lord, 
until you come again. 
     + Save us, Savior of the world, for by your cross and resurrection, you have set 
us free. 
These acclamations are truly memorial because they all call to mind the death of 
Jesus, the Lord whose death we proclaim and the one who set us free by his cross 
and resurrection. 
     Often during Memorial Day services and remembrances, people share tributes 
referring to those who died as people who paid the ultimate sacrifice for love of 
their country. Today, as we remember them and pray for the repose of their souls 
today, let us also remember the one who paid the ultimate sacrifice of love 
through his own death on the cross: Jesus Christ. Jesus died not just for the 
people of one country, but for everybody throughout the world and throughout 
all time. May we remember him and profess his resurrection today--this 
Memorial Day--and every day, until he comes again. 
     Alleluia! Amen.  
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.    
 
  



5/23 & 5/24/2020 Ascension of the Lord Homily 
 
     Once again, welcome, dear parishioners and friends of Saint Edward's, to 
today's Mass on this feast of the Ascension of the Lord. 
     In my backyard, there remains a large lilac bush, no longer standing proud and 
tall, but bowed down, low to the ground, made that way a couple of years ago by 
very strong winds that came through. But this is the important thing: though bent 
down, its branches are filled with a new display of those spring blooms, soon to 
impart their wonderful scents. 
     In 1947, our parish of St. Edward the Confessor, Granville, was established by 
Bishop Michael J. Ready. And since then, we have grown and flourished. We've 
built ourselves a new church and become an even more vital part of our 
community. 
     But then a great wind has also struck us and bowed us down, like that backyard 
lilac bush. The wind, of course, is the deadly coronavirus. And yet, the blossoms of 
St. Edward's, are very much present and alive. 
     On next weekend, the feast of Pentecost, we will reboot, with God's help, our 
parish. There will be information on our parish website and Flocknotes on the 
procedures adopted by our parish committee. 
     And one of the more important changes will be, for the time being, that we'll 
keep the same 5:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, and that there will be only one Mass 
on Sunday at 10:00 a.m., which will give us the time needed to sanitize our 
building. Our old schedule made that impossible. And we will return, though, to 
the original schedule, just as soon as we can. When that will be, only God knows. 
     On the fence along Newark-Granville Road, there is a banner, and it 
congratulates the high school graduates of our schools' class of 2020. This 
weekend, you know, we would have had our normally celebrated Mass for 
Ascension and then a breakfast to follow with graduates and family. But we still 
honor them as they move on in life. 
     I could compare their experience to the apostles on Ascension Day. They felt 
alone, plagued by doubts, and wondering where they were headed as the Lord 
left them physically. 
     One of the speakers on last Saturday's TV special--"Graduate Together"--
advised all of the graduates not to be afraid, to seek to do the right thing, and 
always to build community. The very same goes for us all. 
     And you know, in today's Gospel, there are two key words followed by two 
reassuring words for the apostles, for our graduates, and for our parish as we 



make ready to reboot St. Edward's. "And behold, I am with you always until the 
end of the age." The two words that followed before were "Go." "Go therefore." 
What more advice or counsel do we need? That is as true now as it was for those 
first disciples of Jesus, our parish at its founding in 1947, and in the month of May 
2020. 
     I look forward to seeing many of you again here at Mass next weekend, but if 
you are not ready yet to do that, know that the Bishop has dispensed from the 
obligation to attend for now and that we will be streaming our weekend Mass to 
all of you. 
     Whether here or there--all of us--let us help to blossom out for the world. And 
a reminder, surely, please continue your financial support of the parish, the St. 
Vincent de Paul Conference, and the St. Vincent Haven because we all depend on 
it. 
     God bless you all again on this Ascension Day, and to those not able to join us 
yet this week, this much I do know: we'll meet again. Don't know how, don't know 
when, but we'll meet again some sunny day. 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 
 
  



5/22/2020 A Word from Your Pastor 
 
This is Msgr. Enke speaking. My recorded message to you this week comes from the 
writings of St. Leo the Great, and it talks about these days between the Resurrection 
and the Ascension of Our Lord. I liked them myself, and I hope that you will gain 
something from them, too. 
  
Beloved, the days which passed between the Lord’s resurrection and his ascension 
were by no means uneventful; during them great sacramental mysteries were 
confirmed, great truths revealed. In those days the fear of death with all its horrors 
was taken away, and the immortality of both body and soul affirmed. It was then 
that the Lord breathed on all his apostles and filled them with the Holy Spirit; and 
after giving the keys of the kingdom to blessed Peter, whom he had chosen and set 
above all the others, he entrusted him with the care of his flock. 
 
During these days the Lord joined two of his disciples as their companion on the road, 
and by chiding them for their timidity and hesitant fears, he swept away all the 
clouds of our uncertainty. Their lukewarm hearts were fired by the light of faith and 
began to burn within them as the Lord opened up the Scriptures. And as they shared 
their meal with him, their eyes were opened in the breaking of bread, opened far 
more happily to the sight of their own glorified humanity than were the eyes of our 
first parents to the shame of their sin. 
 
Throughout the whole period between the resurrection and ascension, God’s 
providence was at work to instill this one lesson into the hearts of all the disciples, to 
set this one truth before their eyes, that our Lord Jesus Christ, who was truly born, 
truly suffered and truly died, should be recognized as truly risen from the dead. The 
blessed apostles together with all the others had been intimidated by the catastrophe 
of the cross, and their faith in the resurrection had been uncertain; but now they 
were so strengthened by the evident truth that when their Lord ascended into 
heaven, far from feeling any sadness, they were filled with great joy. (from Sermon 
73) 
 
And I would just add my own comments here: that I hope too that in this time of the 
Ascension of the Lord this weekend, that you too would not be overcome by any 
sadness, but that you too would be filled with the great joy of the apostles on that 
first Ascension Day. God bless you and all of yours. 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 



 
5/21/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is the 21st of May, and happy Easter! Today marks the 40th day of 
Easter, which we traditionally celebrate the Ascension (our diocese celebrates it 
on the following Sunday). The Ascension, however, is an important celebration, 
not just an arbitrary event that Jesus “happened” to do. It’s a celebration of our 
own salvation and our destiny: heaven. St. Leo the Great explains this beautifully 
in one of his sermons which has been preserved: 
 

Beloved brethren, 
It was the Lord’s resurrection which was the cause of our joy; our present 
rejoicing is on account of his ascension into heaven. With all due solemnity, 
we are commemorating that day on which our poor human nature was 
carried up, in Christ, above all the hosts of heaven, above all the ranks of 
angels, beyond the highest heavenly powers to the very throne of 
God…contact with Christ’s tangible body is no longer needed. For while his 
glorified body retained the same human nature, the faith of those who 
believed in him was now summoned to heights where the only-begotten Son 
is reached not by physical handling but by spiritual discernment. 

 
     Wow. Christ invites us into a deeply intimate union, so much so, that where he 
is, we also are called to go. We are supposed to be made like him in almost every 
way, so that we experience the Jesus’s death, resurrection, and ascension. We are 
brought above every angel and spiritual power, to share in the very nature of 
God. What a calling! What a gift! This year, let’s make this celebration of Jesus’s 
Ascension be an incredible opportunity to be filled with great gratitude and love 
to such a generous and beautiful God. 
 
      St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us.     
 
~ Zachary Ratliff, Youth Minister/Campus Minister 
 
  



5/20/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is Wednesday, May 20. Today's gospel begins, "Jesus said to his 
disciples: 'I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now. But when he 
comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth.'" (John 16:12-13a) 
   Thank you, Lord, for the Holy Spirit, who guides us to truth. What truth may I not 
yet be ready to hear or see? I do not realize how dependent I am on God's 
guidance because there is so much that I do not know, but that he does know. And 
no matter what, God continues to hold me in existence and guard my weary soul. 
     Today we remember St. Bernardine of Siena. How appropriate that we take a 
day during these times to remember the saint who is patron of Italy and patron of 
public relations. St. Bernardine became a priest at the age of 24. Prior to the 
priesthood, he spent four months running a hospital during the plague in Siena. 
After that, he spent a year nursing his aunt until her death, then he began 
religious life. He could appreciate the challenges we are facing right now. 
     He also lived alone in prayer: social distancing at its most intentional...and at its 
most fruitful. After twelve years of solitude, he began his life of preaching. He was 
a famous preacher. 
     God, please help me accept the challenges that face me today. Help me to 
appreciate the challenges of others, as St. Bernardine did. Even if I do not agree 
with the challenges they face, help me to be supportive. Help me to see you in the 
midst of the confusion, uncertainty, and frustration. I believe there is more you 
could tell me. Please help me to be open to learning the truth. Help me to know 
you, who are truth itself. May I be open to preaching your love to those around me 
in both word and action as I fulfill the other responsibilities of my life. Lord, please 
help me to be open to the Holy Spirit and the subtle movement that guides my 
every action. 
    St. Bernardine, pray for us. 
 
~ Rebecca Bucknam, PSR Director 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 

 
  



5/19/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
    Happy Easter to you all on this Tuesday, May 19, the Sixth Week of Easter. Our 
Easter celebration continues, and most of us, if you're like me, are probably 
starting to wane in our celebratory tone as we are at day 38 of the Easter season. 
Thirty-eight days in, post-Resurrection, the Ascension of our Lord is only two days 
away, and eleven days from the coming of the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, which 
Jesus references in today's reading from the gospel of St. John. 
     He tells us a little sneak peek here, two days before the Ascension, "I am going 
to the one who sent me...better for you that I go" (Jn 16:5, 7). If not, the Advocate 
will not come, but in fact, if I go, he will send the Advocate--that is, the Holy Spirit-
-to you and I, which we have all received at our baptism.  
     Now, today in our reading from Acts (Acts 16:22-34), we see again the Holy 
Spirit at work. We see the crowds at Philippi not exactly thrilled with what Paul 
and Silas are teaching. They then have the authorities strip and beat them with 
rods and throw them into prison. And again, the Holy Spirit, the Advocate at 
work: an earthquake strikes the jail, all the doors are left wide open, and all the 
prisoners leave.  
     Interestingly, the jailer, in this case afraid for his life that he will be condemned 
for letting the prisoners loose, asks Paul and Silas, "What must I do to be saved?" 
(Acts 16:30), and that's really a question that's the bottom-line question for all of 
us. What must we do to be saved? Well, in a word, believe in the Lord Jesus. 
    "Your right hand has saved us, O Lord" (Ps. 138:7c) is our psalm's antiphon 
today. The jailer asks the right question. He was saved, and he brought his whole 
household to the Lord. Let us on this Sixth Week of Easter find ourselves praising 
the Lord, rejoicing in the fact that he is risen, the fact that we are saved, and that 
hopefully our households as well are saved because of the Advocate that Jesus 
has sent us at the end of the Easter season. 
     And so, my friends, Happy Easter! God bless you. Keep celebrating! 
 
~ Deacon John Barbour 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 
1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright 
owner. 

 
  



5/18/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Alleluia! He is risen. We continue our celebration of the Easter season today, May 18, 
2020. 
     In today's Gospel reading from John (15:26-16:4a), we continue to hear Jesus speaking to 
his apostles at the Last Supper. As in other recent Gospel passages, he again promises that 
the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, will come upon them. And then he says something that ought 
to give us pause: "I have told you this so that you may not fall away." 
     Throughout this whole Last Supper discourse, which encompasses chapters 14, 15, and 
16 of John's Gospel, Jesus is trying to reassure his disciples. He knows that he is going to be 
arrested and crucified, and so he tells them over and over again: the Holy Spirit will come 
upon you. Have faith in me. Do not let your hearts be troubled. I will not leave you orphans. 
I will prepare a place for you. I will come back. 
     In this same long discourse, he also tells them that they will face challenges. In today's 
gospel, it's a warning that "They will expel you from the synagogues." Elsewhere, Jesus 
reminds them that the peace he gives is not the world's peace, that the world may hate 
them as it hated him, that they will weep and mourn. 
     These messages still resonate with us, two thousand years later. And Jesus still speaks 
them to us so that, even in these times of doubt and uncertainty and worry and fear, we 
too--like the apostles--"may not fall away." 
     So today, let us pray for the strength to cling to Christ in the midst of our trials. Let us 
pray that we will be faithful to him in all that we do today. Amen. 
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 
1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright 
owner. 

 
  



5/16 & 5/17/2020 Sixth Sunday of Easter Homily 
 
     Welcome friends and St. Edward Parishioners, to this weekend’s Eucharist as we 
continue to worship apart yet always together. 
     The words I’d like to focus on today come from our gospel and they are the words of 
Jesus to His disciples: “I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me, because I live and you will live. On that 
day you will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me and I am in you.” 
     It would not be long after Jesus spoke these words that our First Reading and its contents 
come into play with its account of the work of those first apostles Philip, Peter and John in 
Samaria. One sentence stands out: “There was great joy in that city.” The reason there was 
that great joy there, was they believed Jesus’ words “that whoever loves me will be loved 
by my Father.” 
     It is no less true all these centuries later. Jesus remains our source of joy today right here 
in Licking County and far beyond. Nothing – no pandemic, no virus can deprive us of that 
joy. I urge you as we begin yet one more week of restrictions to look beyond them to the 
joy the Lord brings to each of us and all of us. 
     There is a hymn, once a poem that beautifully captures the source of our joy in this 
Easter season. It was originally titled: “Wheat that springeth up green.” It goes like this: 
 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
Wheat that in the dark earth many years has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 

 
In the grave they laid him, Love whom we had slain, 

Thinking that he’d never wake to life again, 
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 

Up he sprang at Easter, like the risen grain, 
He that for three days in the grave had lain; 

Up from the dead my Risen Lord is seen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 

 
When our hearts are saddened, grieving or in pain, 

By your touch you call us back to life again; 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
     Yesterday, our Reboot St. Edward’s Committee began its work on how and when we 
return to our church.  As we slowly return to celebrating Mass together physically, and as 



we try to figure out the best way to keep people safe, we know life will be different. In the 
coming weeks, we will communicate with all parishioners via email and the website as we 
finalize our plan and restrictions for a gradual re-opening of our church. Much of this is a 
"wait and see" approach, as we ensure we are cautiously making the best decisions for the 
health and safety of our community. 
 
I ask for your prayers and patience as we move forward to be able to celebrate the fullness 
of our Roman Catholic Faith. 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 
 
 
Poem text: John M.C. Crum, 1872-1958, Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted and permission to podcast/stream granted under ONE LICENSE #A-731140. 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 
1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright 
owner. 

 
 
 
  



5/15/2020 A Word from Your Pastor 
 
     Yesterday our Reboot St. Edward's Committee began its work on how and when we 
return to our church. As we slowly return to celebrating Masses together physically, and as 
we try to figure out the best way to keep people safe, we know that life will be different in 
the coming weeks. We will communicate with all parishioners via email and our Flocknotes 
as we finalize our plan and restrictions for gradual reopening of our church. Much of this is 
a wait-and-see approach, as we ensure we are cautiously making the best decisions for the 
health and safety of our community. I ask for your prayers and patience as we move 
forward to be able to celebrate the fullness of our Roman Catholic faith. 
     And, in line with that, I came across a poem that was a hymn that talks about the process 
of the Easter season and why we can have hope and joy despite all this. I'll be using this in 
my sermon for the weekend as well. The poem goes like this: 

 
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been; 

Love is come again like wheat that springs up green. 
 

In the grave they laid him, love whom we had slain, 
Thinking that he'd never wake to life again, 

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 
Love is come again like wheat that springs up green. 

 
Up he sprang at Easter, like the risen grain, 
He that for three days in the grave had lain; 

Up from the dead, my risen Lord is seen; 
Love is come again like wheat that springs up green. 

 
When our hearts are saddened, grieving, or in pain, 

By your touch you call us back to life again, 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 

Love is come again like wheat that springs up green. 
 

And now, dear friends, may our love spring up again, and may it bring forth wheat that will 
spring up green for our parish and for all those who are called to serve. Thank you, and God 
bless. 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 

 
Now the Green Blade Rises: Text: John M.C. Crum, 1872-1958, Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted and permission to podcast/stream granted under ONE LICENSE #A-731140. 



5/14/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
    Today is Thursday, May 14. Have you ever heard the kids' Bible song that 
includes, "This is my commandment that you love one another, that your joy may 
be full." Then it repeats the part about "that your joy may be full" again and again 
like kids' songs do. 
    How incredible that the will of God, even in these times, is still that our joy may 
be full. What better witness can we offer than to love? What better opportunity 
than a quarantine to practice true, selfless love? To pray for the leaders that may 
be infuriating us? They are still children of God. To offer patience in our dealing 
with a member of our household who has obliterated our last nerve? God loves 
them too, even more than we do. 
    But insofar as we love God, we need to really nurture our love for him or her 
too. To offer assistance to the neighbor who is more stir-crazy than we thought 
humanly possible. Maybe taking time to sit in the grass across from their porch 
and talk to them is the best way of bringing God's love to them. Perhaps call an 
estranged family member or friend...or just pray for them. It is always safe to 
pray. 
    How am I called to show God's love while I am in line at Wal-Mart or Kroger? 
How am I called to be more open to receiving God's love in my own heart? 
Knowing and accepting my limitations, believing in God's infinite forgiveness and 
mercy, may I come to better love myself. 
    The Gospel continues to say, "No one has greater love than this: to lay down 
one's life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you." 
(John 15:12-13) And what is Christ's command? "This I command you, love one 
another." Just like you said back in the beginning of the gospel: "This is my 
commandment that you love one another, that your joy may be full." 
 
~ Rebecca Bucknam, PSR Director 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 

 
  



5/13/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
    And a Happy Easter, my friends! Alleluia! He is risen on this Wednesday of the 
Fifth Week of Easter, as we're slowly inching our way to the Ascension and to 
Pentecost, fifty days past Easter. 
    Today, in John's gospel, we hear Jesus calling himself the true vine. So far this 
Easter season, he's been the Good Shepherd; he's been the gate; he's been the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life. Today, he's the vine. "I am the vine, you are the 
branches" (John 15:5). You and I are his branches, connected to him. We are also 
his sheep, as he is the shepherd.  
    Consider yourself pruned, my friends, by the hearing of God's Word. Everything 
that Jesus has said and done has pruned away the nonsense and the trivia and the 
minutiae. The reality is that we have been pruned by the word of God. 
    "Remain in me, as I remain in you," he tells us (John 15:4). Good advice, as we 
again continue to navigate through these very unusual, difficult, trying times of 
isolation as we prepare to, in some form, get back to normal (if there ever will be 
such a thing).  
    Additionally, today is the feast day of Our Lady of Fatima, who appeared to 
three children in Portugal 103 years ago. Mary's message back then to the 
children and to the world was to reform your lives and do penance. At the time, 
they were in the midst of the conclusion of World War I; we are in the midst of a 
world war as well, in the form of battling a coronavirus. Again, good advice for us 
today, 103 years later, her message to the children and the world: reform your 
lives and do penance for your sins, pretty much applies to us today. 
    And then, to top it off, pray the rosary every day. Pray the rosary for those who 
are affected by this virus, those who have died, those who are sick, those who 
care for the sick, those whose lives have been turned upside-down. 
    So, my friends, remember that the Lord is the vine, and we are his branches. 
Repent of your sins and do penance for them. And pray the rosary every day.  
    God bless you. He is risen! Alleluia! 
 
~ Deacon John Barbour 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 

 
  



5/12/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is May 12, 2020, and I hope you’ve been enjoying this beautiful Easter 
season! The gospels for daily mass have been taking us through the 14th chapter 
of John’s Gospel, so today we land at verse 27, where Jesus speaks about peace to 
his disciples: 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives do I give it to you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid…” 
 

     It is probably no surprise to us that a man called “The Prince of Peace” is giving 
peace to people and comforting their hearts not to be troubled or afraid. But 
what does Jesus mean when he says “Not as the world gives do I give it to you”? 
Well, the world (and us, sometimes) tends to think about peace as the absence of 
conflict. When there’s no war, we have peace. Parents cry out for peace when 
their children are bickering or fighting. So peace can seemingly be achieved by 
human initiative—by treaty or pleasing one side. For the world, peace just means 
no fighting. 
     This does not seem to be the peace Jesus is the Prince of. On the contrary, 
Jesus said, “I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her 
mother…” (Matthew 10:35) What is peace really about then, if it’s not the 
absence of conflict? The peace Jesus gives is a fruit of a trusting, child-like 
relationship with God the Father. In fact, even in the midst of trial, turmoil, and 
conflict, this peace stands firm, because it’s dependent on God the Father’s 
immense love for us, a love so great that we can’t help but trust Him with 
everything. And that is the peace that Jesus gives us and so eagerly offers us. 
      St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us that we become a people of trust and 
peace. 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 

 
 
  



5/11/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Alleluia! He is risen! Today--May 11, 2020--we continue with the Fifth Week of Easter 
and move ever closer to Pentecost. 
     During every Mass, before the Gospel is read, there is an acclamation: "Alleluia" for 
most of the year and something else during Lent. Every acclamation also has a verse. 
The verse is usually taken from the Gospel reading of the day or from another passage 
with a similar theme. 
     Today's verse is John 14:26, the final verse of today's Gospel reading, slightly altered. 
"The Holy Spirit will teach you everything and remind you of all I told you." 
     These days, nearly every aspect of our lives seems to be changing. Social interactions 
with others happen less often and with more physical distancing. Everything from 
education and business to shopping and even Mass are happening online--even more 
they were just a couple months ago. We and those around us in our county, state, 
country, and world are struggling in so many ways.  
     Amidst these changes and struggles, we have continued to hear Jesus offer us words 
of hope and comfort. "I am with you" (Matthew 28:20). "Do not let your hearts be 
troubled" (John 14:1). "I am the Good Shepherd" (John 10:11). "I will not leave you 
orphans" (John 14:18). And the greatest message of all: he has risen from the grave and 
conquered death. We have read and heard these words for weeks. Months. Years. Even 
decades.   
     Yet amidst the confusion and uncertainty of this time, it can be so easy to forget 
them. It can be so easy to forget that they are real--and to forget that Jesus is indeed 
with us. 
     And so, just in case we have forgotten, today's Gospel Acclamation verse offers a 
promise: the Holy Spirit will remind us of them. The Holy Spirit is with us and within us, 
limited neither by locked churches nor social distancing. When we pray, open ourselves, 
and pay attention, the Holy Spirit is ready to remind us of all that Jesus has told us.  
     Today, then, let us pray to the Holy Spirit and ask to be reminded of whatever it is 
that we need to hear again. Let us pray that the Spirit of God and the words of Jesus will 
dwell within us and grant us peace. Let us pray that, come what may, we will not forget 
God who created us and loves us. 
     Alleluia! Amen. 
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 

 
  



5/9 & 5/10/2020 Fifth Sunday of Easter Homily 
 
     Wesolego Alleluja! That's Happy Easter in Polish, a greeting that would have been 
used during a trip my wife and I had planned to the homeland of our maternal ancestors 
this very week and this very weekend. For now, that trip along with the untold many 
planned events, trips, special occasions, activities of daily living have been placed on 
hold or greatly restricted by virtually every human on this planet Earth...not to mention 
all whose lives have been taken by the virus, all whose health has been compromised by 
the virus, all whose livelihoods have been endangered by the virus. Our lives have 
changed on a dime--or, should I say, a virus. 
     If our trip would have happened on this Fifth Sunday of Easter, we would have been 
traveling from Warsaw to Czestochowa to the shrine of our Our Lady of Czestochowa, 
also known as the Black Madonna. Maybe someday...but just not this day. 
     Instead, on this Fifth Sunday of Easter 2020, God had another plan. So here we 
gather: not all in the physical building of St. Edward the Confessor Church, but still 
united, like living stones of a spiritual house, the Church, the Body of Christ, as St. Peter 
calls us. A chosen race, divinely elected by God. A royal priesthood, called to worship 
Christ. A holy nation, God's own people by virtue of our baptisms.  
     And a people of his own--his very own--chosen recipients of his mercy, a mercy that 
we ask for very appropriately in our Responsorial Psalm today. Psalm 33, verse 2: "Lord, 
let your mercy be on us as we place our trust in you." Now, more than ever, that verse 
should be memorized and maybe even put on the refrigerator door. "Lord, let your 
mercy be on us as we place our trust in you." 
     Trusting in he who is the only way, the only truth, and the only life as he tried to calm 
the disciples' fears at the Last Supper, we read in today's gospel of St. John that Jesus 
tells his disciples, "Do not let your hearts be troubled." Sounds again like most 
reassuring advice--appropriate not only to those at the Last Supper, but to us gathered 
together today for this Holy Mass. Living stones of his spiritual house, during this time of 
great uncertainty, this time of pandemic. 
     Trust in me. Don't let your hearts be troubled. Jesus Christ remains in control. Always 
has been, is now, and always will.  
     So we've got that trust thing covered: Jesus, I trust in you. We've got that fear thing 
conquered, possibly: our hearts are no longer troubled. We've surrendered to his way; 
we've surrendered to his will.  
     We've still got one more thing that is required to be a follower of Jesus Christ. 
"Whoever believes in me will do the works that I do," he tells us--become my hands and 
feet, be servants to all. As John tells us in chapter 14, verse 12, "And will do...greater 
than these." 
     Trust. Surrender. Serve.  
     One final thought on service. In today's reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we find 



the ordaining of the first deacons of the Church. Deacon, derived from the Greek word 
diakonia, to serve. While the vast majority of us are not ordained as deacons in the 
Church, as members of the Church, we are all called to be deacons: to serve, to serve 
one another. To love serve the least of our brothers and sisters in need.  
     One very special group of deacons, if you will, that we honor this day are called 
mothers. Our mothers. To all mothers, grandmothers, godmothers, stepmothers, 
mothers-in-law, aunts, sisters, cousins, teachers, friends, and all those women in our 
lives that have cared for us and loved us unconditionally, I say, "Happy Mother's Day." 
     And let me close with this tribute to moms. It's called the Beatitudes for Mothers. 
The author is unknown. 
 
Blessed are mothers who did without for us: they will be rewarded. 
Blessed are mothers who lost sleep when we were sick: they will find rest. 
Blessed are mothers who taught us how to pray: they will share God's kingdom. 
Blessed are mothers who comforted us: they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are mothers who taught us right from wrong: they will know justice. 
Blessed are mothers who shared with us the meaning of peace: they shall know peace. 
Blessed are mothers who taught us the importance of loving God and each other: they 
shall see God. 
 
Szczęśliwego dnia Matki. That's Polish for "Happy Mother's Day." God bless you all, and 
Happy Easter! 
 
~ Deacon John Barbour 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 
1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright 
owner. 

 
  



5/8/2020 A Word from Your Pastor 
 

In the midst of all the human suffering we and our world are enduring right now, we all 
need to remember the joy there remains among us, especially the joy of this Easter season, the 
source of all our joy. 

An example of that joy this weekend past was the wedding (ten people only) of Thomas 
Spichiger and Nicole Quiles. Though both live now in Louisville, Ohio, and Tom is from here. 
Their wedding made me feel like a priest again! They were a fine young couple whose focus was 
getting married in the church despite the cancelled plans for their reception at the Franklin Park 
Conservatory and a honeymoon to Costa Rica.  

During my homily I showed them a copy of a photo of my own mom and dad’s wedding 
day in England during the final days of World War II, when the world then also seemed to be 
turned upside down. They endured that, and I promised Nicole and Tom they and their love for 
each other was all that really mattered. As they exited the church, our organ and Paul 
Radkowski’s playing brought them to the front porch of the church where I sent them off to the 
joyous sound of our church bell. God bless them both! 

As Mother’s Day approaches, let us remember all of our mothers, living and deceased 
along with all the mothers of our parish with all of their added challenges today. Next to the 
altar at next Sunday’s Mass, the statue of Mary from our old church will invite us to call on Our 
Blessed Mother during these days of trial for our whole earth. Maybe the old Marian hymn [“O 
Queen of Heaven]—at least the first verse of it—will help us focus her role in salvation. It goes 
like this: 

“O Queen of heaven, the ocean star; Guide of the wanderer here below, 
Thrown on life’s tide, we claim thy care; Save us from peril and from woe. 

Mother of Christ, star of the sea, pray for the wanderer, pray for me.” 
Finally, some parishes are now offering limited hours for confession. Since I am in the 

high-risk category for the virus, I won’t be able to make that same offer here. There are very 
strict guidelines for these confessions. They have to be by appointment only during certain 
hours; there is a five-minute time limit; and there are other instructions. Fr. Sizemore will be 
offering the sacrament several times during this week and beyond, probably, at the Murphy 
Family Center. You must call 740-345-9874 [ext. 258], the St Francis’ parish office number, or 
on their parish website to make that appointment. Or you can also make those appointments 
on their parish website. (I do know that this is being recorded early in the week, but I know that 
there are—or were—hours available this Saturday, tomorrow, from 12-3 p.m.) 

God bless you all, and to the mothers, a very happy and blessed Mother’s Day. 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 
 
P.S. This weekend our parish rejoices at the reception into the church and Confirmation of 
Denison graduate (2020), Andrew Zellers. He continued to be in contact with Sarah Rundell, our 
RCIA Director over these past weeks.  He has been a faithful member of our parish of these past 
two years. Andrew will be headed to Texas soon where he has taken a job. But, at heart he will 
always be an Ohio boy and a St. Edward's boy too. Congratulations, Andrew, our prayers go 
with you! 



5/7/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     "This is the day the Lord has made," Psalm 118, verse 24 tells us, "Let us rejoice 
and be glad in it this day." Glad because we continue that long fifty-day Sunday of 
Easter, a fifty-day celebration. We are now halfway between Easter and 
Pentecost. We continue the rejoicing; we continue the celebrating on this 
Thursday of the Fourth Week of Easter. For He is risen! Indeed He is risen. 
     In today's Mass reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we find Paul being 
invited by the synagogue officials to speak a word of exhortation to the people--
words of encouragement that God's will throughout history and through all 
generations was always done and his promises always kept. His promise to Israel 
and to us is a Savior. In today's Psalm 89, we hear that reality proclaimed: "For all 
generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness." 
     God has always been faithful to those who believe in him. May we always 
believe that Jesus is the "I am": the way, the truth, and the life. Happy Easter. 
 
~ Deacon John Barbour 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 
1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright 
owner. 

 
 
  



5/6/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is May 6th, and happy Easter!  Our gospel for today comes from John 12 
and is a powerful testament to the relationship between Jesus and his Father. 
Listen to a few of these verses (44-45, 49-50): 
 

Whoever believes in me believes not only in me,  
but also in the one who sent me, 
and whoever sees me sees the one who sent me… 
I did not speak on my own, 
but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and speak. 
And I know that his commandment is eternal life. 
So what I say, I say as the Father told me.  

 
While Jesus is determined to complete his mission on earth and save us by his 
passion and resurrection, his greatest love is for his Father. The kind of unity and 
obedience to his Father is the motivation by which Jesus is able to accomplish his 
mission. For Jesus, his Father is first, but his love for the world and each of us is a 
part of that love between him and the Father. 
     As Christians, or “little Christs,” Jesus is our model. Our first love is for the 
Father and Him alone. Other loves, even if they are good, when placed as “gods,” 
whether they are loves for family, productivity, or a spouse, become demons, 
hideously warping us into degenerate versions of ourselves. It’s not how we 
meant to be, just like an overly possessive mother or a clingy, overly dependent 
spouse. But when we place God first, these other loves can “share the flame” of 
this first love, and they become bright candles that give light to the world. Place 
God first, and everything else can finally fall into place. 
     St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us!  
 
~ Zachary Ratliff, Youth Minister/Campus Minister 
 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 
1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright 
owner. 

 
 
  



5/5/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is Tuesday, May 5. Today’s First Reading (Acts 11:19-26) begins: “Those who had 
been scattered by the persecution that arose because of Stephen went… preaching the 
word to no one but Jews.” 
     Last week we heard about the martyrdom of St. Stephen. This week we are reminded 
that Stephen’s witness was just the beginning of a persecution of Christians. Our actions, 
including our good actions, have an impact on those around us. In this case, the conversion 
of St. Paul, then Saul, was set in motion as he heavily persecuted the Christians. The 
Christian community, other than the Apostles, was scattered as they fled persecution. But 
the Christians used their displacement as an opportunity to spread the Good News of Jesus. 
As much as they stretched beyond what was comfortable, they only stretched so far. They 
only preached to Jews. 
     As we read on: “There were some Cypriots and Cyrenians among them, however, who 
came to Antioch and began to speak to the Greeks as well, proclaiming the Lord Jesus.” 
     Someone reached out to the Gentiles. And God sent his spirit upon them. If God 
approved of the Gentiles, who was anyone else to reject them? Where is God calling me to 
stretch further than what is comfortable? He gave those who went out preaching 
everything they needed. And God opened the hearts of those who heard the Word. God, 
please open my heart and help my life open the hearts of those around me to your 
Word…to you. 
     As the First Reading closes, we read: “The Church in Jerusalem sent Barnabas to go to 
Antioch. When he arrived and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced and encouraged them all to 
remain faithful to the Lord in firmness of heart.” 
     Please, God, help me to be faithful to you. Please strengthen my heart to do whatever 
work you put in front of me. 
     In the Gospel (John 10:22-30), the people feel like they are in suspense. They want to 
know explicitly if Jesus is the Messiah. He responds, “I told you and you do not believe.” 
     Is there somewhere in my life that I am not believing Christ? What am I doing or avoiding 
to keep myself from recognizing Christ gently guiding me. The Gospel talks about Jesus as 
the Shepard. How does Jesus shepherd me in my daily life? How do I ask him into my life to 
more completely be my Shepherd? 
     The Gospel tells us: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them and they follow me. I give 
them eternal life and they shall never perish. No one can take them out of my hand.” 
 
~ Rebecca Bucknam, PSR Director 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 
1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright 
owner. 

 
  



5/4/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
    Alleluia! He is risen! Today is May 4, 2020: Monday of the Fourth Week of Easter.  
    Back in 1991, hymn writer Sylvia Dunstan wrote a hymn text entitled "Christus 
Paradox." The text is truly unique. It consists primarily of a series of paired images of 
Christ that, at first glance, seem paradoxical. The first pair in the first line of the first 
verse is "You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd." [Click here to hear a recording of 
"Christus Paradox."] 
    This idea--that Christ is both Lamb and Shepherd--is an especially fitting subject for us 
to consider today. We are about to reach the midpoint of the fifty-day Easter season, a 
time when we celebrate Jesus Christ as the Paschal Lamb, the Lamb who was slain for 
us, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Yet, just yesterday, on the 
Fourth Sunday of Easter, Psalm 23 and the Gospel reading reminded us that Jesus is also 
our Good Shepherd, who cares for us and calls each of us, his sheep, each by name.  
    At St. Edward's, this paradox is visibly before us almost all the time (except when 
there is a floor-length cloth on the altar). On the front of the altar is an image of the 
Lamb atop the book with seven seals that, as described in the Book of Revelation, the 
Lamb will open. And, of course, behind the altar is the huge mural of the Good Shepherd 
that towers over our sanctuary.  
    In today's Gospel (John 10:11-18), Jesus discusses how a good shepherd is one who is 
willing to lay down his life for his sheep. Through his death on the cross, Jesus did 
precisely that. He died as the Good Shepherd...and as the Lamb of God. 
    We are called to be like Christ, so we are called to be both lambs and shepherds as 
well. We are to be the sheep of his flock while, at the same time, we are also to be good 
shepherds for those entrusted to our loving care.  
    Today, then, let us pray for the grace to do just that. Let us pray that we will faithfully 
follow our Good Shepherd, the Lamb of God, the one who promises to have mercy on us 
and to grant us peace. 
    Alleluia! Amen. 
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 

 
 
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECnLr0mdHIA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECnLr0mdHIA


5/2 & 5/3/2020 Fourth Sunday of Easter Homily 
 

Once again, hello to all – both near and far – from St. Edward’s Central – that is, our 
parish church, which so many of you have not seen for a good long time now. 

Central to our church is the large mural over and behind our altar with its image of 
Jesus the Good Shepherd upon His throne with a lamb draped over His neck. (When we 
built St. Brigid of Kildare Church in Dublin, the same artist, Michael McEwan, who painted 
our Good Shepherd as seated upon his throne, also painted one at Brigid’s with a young 
man seated upon a rock amidst lambs who were gamboling around Him. That young man 
holds a shepherd’s crook in that painting.) 

Both expressions of the person of Jesus the Good Shepherd do reflect my own love 
for this image of Christ and yours too, I hope. The Latin word for shepherd is pastor, and no 
shepherd is complete without a sheepdog. As you know, I have one – a red and white 
border collie named Paddy. 

Today, in our gospel, Jesus tells us that He is the gate for the sheep and that 
“whoever enters through Him will be saved and will come in and out and find pasture …” 
and that “He came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.” 

The Australian Jesuit, Fr. Richard Leonard, comments this way on our Shepherd. He 
said, “There are at least two times in our lives when we respond immediately to the sound 
of a loving voice: as a baby and in old age. A parent’s voice soothes and reassures as no 
other…look at how a loved one’s voice comforts and gives comfort to an older person when 
they are distressed or disoriented." 

What wonderful images these very human moments provide in terms of hearing the 
voice of the Good Shepherd. At the moment of our death, in the midst of all the other 
sounds we hear as we leave this world, we will hear Christ’s voice – soothing, reassuring, 
comforting, and confident. And it’s our prayer that, at that moment, we will do what we 
have tried to do throughout our lives – we will walk straight toward it.” 
 The chief shepherd of our worldwide church is, of course, Pope Francis. There was a 
wonderful program on WOSU the other day about the Vatican. The images of Francis’ 
smiling and hugging the crowds around him at St. Peter’s reminded me that, yes, here was a 
shepherd of the sheep with the “small of the sheep upon him.” So let us continue to pray 
for him as he leads us through this terrible pandemic. 
 I ask you, too, to pray for our local chief shepherd, Bishop Robert Brennan, as he 
leads our local church of Columbus through these days of continued turmoil. With the other 
bishops of Ohio, he has been forced to continue the lockdown of our parish churches until 
May 29. As painful as that must have been for our bishop and for us, we will, as they said in 
World War II, “Keep calm and carry on.” We’ve made it this far, and we will make it to the 
end if we all continue to follow the voice of the Shepherd, Jesu. 

And, finally for all of you a question—and for myself as well: How might I be the 
voice of the Good Shepherd, for someone in the week that lies ahead? 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 



5/1/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     A very blessed First Friday to you, my friends from St. Edward's and all who 
may be listening this day--this day, Friday, May the 1st, the First Friday of the 
month. We continue our Easter celebration on this Fourth Week of Easter...so 
happy Easter as well! He is risen. Indeed he is risen. 
     On the editorial page of this month's Magnificat, the May Magnificat, I read 
this little interesting piece that I never realized or never knew. It goes like this: 

"You are probably familiar with the pious custom of inscribing the top of a 
page--be it a letter, a journal, even a term paper--with three letters: JMJ. In 
the mid-20th century the practice gained wide recognition on the immensely 
popular show Life Is Worth Living. Each week, Venerable Fulton Sheen 
exposed roughly thirty million viewers to the initials of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph by writing them in cursive atop his famous chalkboard." 

     JMJ: Jesus, Mary, Joseph. I give you my heart; I give you my life.  
     On this 1st of May 2020, this First Friday, we celebrate the holy trifecta of the 
Holy Family--JMJ: Jesus, Mary, Joseph. First, we pray the First Friday devotion to 
the Sacred heart of Jesus. Next, we as a nation in this year of the coronavirus, this 
day May the 1st, we reconsecrate our nation--the United States of America--to 
our Blessed Mother and implore her intercessions in our battle against the 
coronavirus. Last, but not least, we honor St. Joseph. This day, May the 1st, St. 
Joseph the Worker: St. Joseph, who watches over the entire Church just as he 
watched over, provided for, and protected the orignal domestic church, the Holy 
Family. 
      JMJ: Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. I give you my heart; I give you my life. 
     God bless you all on this First Friday of May 2020. May the Lord deliver us from 
this virus. May he protect us, guide us, and direct us in this month of Mary, this 
month of May.  
     Thank you for listening, and God bless you. 

~ Deacon John Barbour 
 
Quotation from May 2020 Magnificat editorial by Fr. Sebastian White, O.P., full text available here. 
Currently, Magnificat is offering complimentary access to its online version here.    
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