
6/30/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
      And a good Tuesday, June the 30th, my brothers and sisters at St. Edward's Church, 
St. Edward the Confessor in Granville, Ohio, in this Thirteenth Week in the season of 
Ordinary Time. Today we celebrate the first martyrs of the Church of Rome.  
     The midpoint of the year, my friends. What a year it's been: 2020. The coronavirus. 
Who could have thought? Social unrest to this degree, to add to the trials and 
tribulations that make today's reading from Matthew even more appropriate. Again, we 
find Jesus and his disciples out on a lake on a boat when a storm came up. The boat was 
being swamped by waves. And again, life never is easy, is it? They are terrified in the 
crowd that they are perishing. He gets up, rebukes the winds and the sea, and says, 
"What sort of man is this that even the winds and the seas obey?" Again, he basically 
admonishes them for having such little faith. 
     I know myself I am going through personally a very trying personal family issue, and 
again, it's just been like a one-two-three punch: virus, social unrest, and now personal 
family issues. And again it's just--it really comes down to turning over the control to God 
(not that he ever wasn't in control), but also just praying that his will be done.  
     In the lectio divina that we get in our weekly bulletin, I'll just leave you with this final 
prayer because I mean, you know, what the heck, I can't reinvent the wheel with 
regards to anything so dramatic to say. But it closes in the contemplation section for 
today's reading with this. It says: 
     Remember this simple prayer: “Jesus my Lord, my God, my all, you are the only 
foundation that can hold us up when trials and disaster threaten us. Give me the 
wisdom, foresight, and strength of character I need to do what is right and good and to 
reject whatever is false and contrary to your will. May I always meet the challenges and 
trials of life head on, knowing you are at my side." And here's the clincher: "May I be a 
doer of your word and not a hearer only.” 
     May I be a doer of your word and not a hearer only. And as Jesus said, "Why are you 
terrified, O you of little faith?" Praise God, he's in control--always has been, always will. 
In the end, we win. We've just gotta take it one day at a time. Trust in him. Thy will be 
done. 
     Have a great Tuesday, midpoint of 2020. Better times are ahead, my friends, for sure. 
God bless. Thank you. 
 
~ Deacon John Barbour 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. 

 
  



6/29/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     If you travel down Newark-Granville Road and glance over at our church building, the 
door that directly faces the street is flanked by two statues: one of St. Peter and the other 
of St. Paul. Statues of these same two saints also stand tall outside the doors of St. Peter's 
Basilica in Rome. Today, June 29, 2020, we celebrate their solemnity. St. Peter and St. Paul 
have shared a feast day for many centuries, perhaps as far back as the mid-200's. God 
entrusted them with a tremendous missionary task in the earliest days of the Church. Both 
of them faithfully preached the Gospel, which led to trials, suffering, and eventually 
martyrdom. 
     St. Peter and St. Paul were larger-than-life figures even to the early Christians, and their 
importance to the Church can hardly be overstated. St. Peter was the first pope, and--as 
today's Gospel reminds us--he was "the rock" upon which Christ built the Church (Matthew 
16:18). St. Paul's letters to the early Christians form a large portion of the New Testament, 
and we still hear his words frequently in the proclamation of scripture and in song. 
     Yet although they are both great saints, they were not perfect. Before Jesus was 
crucified, Peter denied him three times. Before undergoing a dramatic conversion, Paul 
actively persecuted Christians. They were not strong of their own accord. Their strength 
was God-given.    
     The first two readings and the psalm for today's Mass make clear that God had to rescue 
them both. The reading from Acts (12:1-11) tells how the angel of the Lord rescued Peter 
from prison, freeing him from his chains and delivering him from the trial that awaited him. 
Paul suffered his share of persecution as well, and in the reading from the second letter to 
Timothy (4:6-8, 17-18), he rejoices that he "was rescued from the lion's mouth" (4:17). The 
psalm response affirms this message of deliverance, promising that "The angel of the Lord 
will rescue those who fear him" (Ps. 34:5). 
     Like St. Peter and St. Paul, we are not perfect. We also need to be rescued: rescued from 
sin, from despair, from fear, from worry, and from all those things that hinder us from 
opening our hearts to God.  
     So the next time you pass by St. Edward's, glance over at the door facing the street--or 
pull into the parking lot and walk over to it. Take a look at the statues of these two great 
saints, two imperfect people whom God called and chose to do his will. Ponder how they 
did so, even at the cost of their earthly lives. And say a prayer for all of us imperfect people 
who are also called by God to do his will. May the Lord rescue, strengthen, and guide us 
"safe to his heavenly Kingdom" (2 Timothy 4:18).   
     St. Peter and St. Paul, pray for us.  
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 



6/27 & 6/28/2020 Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Homily 
 
    This would normally be the week that our village would be witnessing the 
setting up of the amusement rides and the booths for the Granville Fourth of July 
festivities, but, of course, that is not meant to be this year of the coronavirus. 
We'll need to find other ways to keep the Fourth this summer. Underneath the 
usual festivities, though, there's a commemoration of the independence of our 
land and the values we associate with that observance. For me, though, this year 
the Fourth of July rings a bit hollow in light of the horrible killings of so many of 
our black sisters and brothers and the ongoing demonstrations and the protests 
that have flowed out of those killings: some of those protests over the top, of 
course. 
     As I read today's Gospel with Jesus's remarks about that cup of cold water that 
he told us we need to provide to the little ones of the earth, my mind went back 
to a weekly occurrence that I observed at my grandma's back porch in the double 
that we shared on Patterson Avenue near Ohio State. I was just a kid then. An old 
woman would shuttle down the back alley and across our yard to Grandma's 
porch. She was dark-skinned but was not an African-American. I believe that she 
was really a gypsy woman who carried a cane at the ready, and I'm sorry that I 
can't recall her name now, but she would sit there waiting for Grandma to come 
out with a sandwich and just the smallest, tiniest little glass of beer. They would 
visit and then Grandma would place a dollar bill in her outstretched hand--and 
that was a dollar that Grandma really couldn't spare. Then that woman would 
force her body up and then down the alley she went to the old Tuttle Field, and I 
don't know where she went from there. But she was truly one of those little ones 
that Jesus was speaking of, and my grandma, I know, received her reward from 
the Lord for doing that. 
     We have almost a week now until the Fourth of July. This year, though, I do 
urge you all to find a way to provide that cup of cold water to the little ones of 
our earth. Our St. Vincent de Paul conference can help you do that, and you can 
send a check to the parish for that good cause or to help out the St. Vincent 
Haven that we here at St. Edward's assist. And, of course, you may know many 
other ways to do that. The trick is: just do that. 
     And if you need another example to inspire you, listen please to the words of 
an 86-year-old grandmother in her letter to America magazine. She wrote this: 
     "I'm an 86-year-old mother of five, a grandmother, and a great-grandmother. I 
am white. I became physically frail with a chronic illness. Before that, I rang 



doorbells, registered voters, made pleading phone calls, pounded the sidewalk for 
a just society in our country. My heart," she said, "is bereft of comfort at the foot 
of this cross. Would that I could hold George Floyd and all the others in my arms, 
close to my breast, and say to them, I LOVE YOU." Signed, Angela Embree. 
     So let all of us find a way to say that, then, to the little ones of our earth. It 
would be a grand way to observe the Fourth of July. And, dear friends, may all of 
you have a Fourth of July that is truly a glorious one despite all that surrounds us 
today. 
 

Angela Embree letter from "Readers React: Racial justice in America": 
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2020/06/09/readers-react-racial-justice-

america 

 
  

https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2020/06/09/readers-react-racial-justice-america
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2020/06/09/readers-react-racial-justice-america


6/26/2020 A Word from Your Pastor 
 
Hello, all. This is a little reflection from Msgr. Enke. It was written by St. John 
Henry Newman, and it starts out with a question really: "I, why?" I use this every 
morning, and I hope you will enjoy it too: 
 
God has created me to do him some definite service. He has committed some 
work to me which he has not committed to another. I have my mission. I may 
never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a 
bond of connection between persons. He has not created me for naught. I shall 
do good; I shall do his work. I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my 
own place, while not intending it if I do but keep his commandments. Therefore, I 
shall trust him; whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am in sickness, my 
sickness may serve him; If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve him. He does 
nothing in vain. He knows what he is about. He may take away my friends. He 
may throw me among strangers. He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits 
sink, hide my future from me. Still, he knows what he is about. 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 
 
 
  



6/25/2020 Daily Reflection 
  
     On this Thursday, June 25, 2020, the gospel for Mass comes from Matthew, 
chapter 7, verses 21-29. 
     This passage is a well-known one. Jesus urges his disciples to listen and follow 
his words so that they will be like a wise man who built his house on rock, not on 
sand. A house built on rock, Jesus says, will stand firm even when the rains fall, 
the floods come, and the winds blow.  
     Jesus has been, is, and always will be that firm foundation for our Church. As 
his disciples, have we chosen him to be the firm foundation for our lives? 
     Often, when we think of the first commandment--to not have other gods 
besides the one true God--we think of not worshiping money or popularity or 
earthly success. And, clearly, we should not worship those things. 
     Yet in light of today's gospel reading, we are invited to consider that 
commandment in a slightly different way. Maybe we don't worship anything 
except God, but do we look to those other things to be a foundation for our lives? 
Perhaps without realizing it, do we place undue trust in money or popularity or 
earthly success, as though it will be the rock on which we can build our lives? 
     The first commandment reminds us that only God can be God. Today's Gospel 
reminds us that if we trust something else to be God, we are building our house 
on sand--and where will that leave us when the rain, flood, and winds come? 
     Let us pray today that our trust will be completely in God, our strength, our 
shield, and our firm foundation--both now and forever. Amen. 
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
  



6/24/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is Wednesday, June 24th. Today we celebrate the Nativity of John the  
Baptist. The psalmist reminds us:  

 
“I praise you for I am wonderfully made. 
Truly you have formed my inmost being; 
you knit me in my mother’s womb. 
I give you thanks that I am fearfully, wonderfully made; 
wonderful are your works.” (139:13-14ab) 

 
     The birth of John the Baptist was very intentional, even to the smallest details, 
beginning with the announcement of an angel. The hand of God was clearly 
involved from his conception in a woman too old to have children, to a Father 
who could only speak after he witnessed to God’s hand in John’s very name, to 
the Song of Elizabeth and the Song of Mary in the first chapter of Luke. In the first 
chapter of Luke, the two cousins, Jesus and John, already had a bond between 
them, they already knew on some level their lives were deeply intertwined. 
     Last week we read about the close relationship of Elijah and Elisha. We saw 
how Elijah was taken up to heaven and Elisha, his disciple, took up Elijah’s mantle. 
Elisha asked for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. Even as Jesus was at times 
considered a disciple of John, John never questioned that the one who followed 
him was greater than John ever could be. John acted in the image of Jesus even as 
John prepared the way for him. Jesus took the baptism of John, a baptism for 
repentance of sins, and brought it to the level of a sacrament, a baptism of the 
Holy Spirit and of fire. But still a sacrament using water. God is sometimes most 
clearly seen in the simplest of his creation. John led a simple life, eating honey 
and locusts, spending much of his life as a hermit in the desert, and preaching of 
the Messiah to come. He spent his time in the presence of God and laboring to 
complete the work of God. 
     How can I live more intentionally, more completely for Jesus in this moment? I 
give you thanks that I am fearfully, wonderfully made; wonderful are your works. 
 
~ Rebecca Bucknam, PSR Director 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 



6/23/2020 Daily Reflection 
 

     And a good Tuesday summer morning, June the 23rd, in the twelfth week of 
Ordinary Time. Today's gospel from Matthew, in a couple of words, is about the 
Golden Rule and the narrow gate. In Matthew, chapter 7, verses 6, 12-14, Jesus 
tells us, "Do to others whatever you would have them do to you. This is the Law 
and the Prophets." That is the Golden Rule. He follows that up with the 
statement, "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road 
broad that leads to destruction." 
     From our Magnificat magazine this week, the meditation of the day was 
entitled "The Golden Rule and the Narrow Gate," and it was written by a Blessed 
Pier Giorgio Frassati, who is the patron of young people. He lived in 1925 in Turin, 
Italy. He tells us that there are three apostolates that we as Catholics should 
fulfill. Those would be first of all, the apostolate of good example. [...] And then, 
secondly, there is the apostolate of charity. [...] And finally, there is the apostolate 
of persuasion. [...] 
     The Golden Rule and the narrow gate. To go through the narrow gate, we must 
fulfill all of the apostolates of being a good example, the apostolate of charity, 
and the apostolate of persuasion. If we will, we will be fortunate enough someday 
at the end of our earthly pilgrimage to enter through the narrow gate. 
     My friends, have a beautiful Tuesday, June 23, in this first full week of summer. 
God bless you, and thanks for listening. 
 
~ Deacon John Barbour 
 
[The quotations from the Magnificat meditation can be accessed at the online edition 
of Magnificat, available at https://us.magnificat.net/free. Go to that page, then scroll down to 
"Magnificat Online Edition" and choose the option for the online US edition. Once it loads, go to 
the page with the "Meditation of the Day" for June 23.]  

 
  

https://us.magnificat.net/free


6/22/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     For every Mass, every day, there are prescribed readings, prayers, musical antiphons, 
and other texts. It is truly providential how often these texts speak directly to our present 
moment--even though they were chosen decades or even centuries ago. 
     The Mass for today, June 22, 2020, is no exception. There are actually three different 
sets of readings that may be used, and all of them speak directly to us in our afflicted 
country and world.  
     The primary readings for the day include a psalm (60:3, 4-5, 12-13) whose words could 
have been written this very day. The psalmist laments the "hardships" and "stupefying 
wine" that have afflicted the people and cries out to God: "You have rocked the country and 
split it open; repair the cracks in it, for it is tottering." The psalmist also begs God to "rally 
us" and to "give us aid against the foe." In the psalm's response, we repeatedly pray: "Help 
us with your right hand, O Lord, and answer us." The Gospel (Matthew 7:1-5) offers Jesus's 
frequently quoted reminder about judgment: not to notice the splinter in our brother's eye 
while missing the wooden beam in our own. 
     The second set of readings--those for the Optional Memorial of Saints John Fisher and 
Thomas More--begin with the difficult yet reassuring words of the First Letter of St. Peter: 

Beloved, do not be surprised that a trial by fire is occurring among you, as if 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice to the extent that you share in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that when his glory is revealed you may also rejoice 
exultantly. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of 
glory and of God rests upon you" (4:12-14). 

The Gospel reminds us that we must take up our cross and follow Christ, even though it 
may cause division within our own household (Matthew 10:34-39).  
     The final set of readings--those for the Optional Memorial of St. Paulinus of Nola--remind 
us that we must not be preoccupied with riches or successes on earth, but rather place our 
on focus Jesus and the kingdom of heaven. As Jesus says in the Gospel, "Do not be afraid 
any longer, little flock...where your treasure is, there also will your heart be" (Luke 12:32, 
34). 
     All of these readings remind us that it has never been easy to place our trust completely 
in God, especially when we are surrounded by chaos, confusion, and distractions here on 
earth. Yet that is precisely what we are called to do ourselves and to help each other to do, 
especially when it is hard.  
     Even amidst trying times, God has always strengthened his people. Let us confidently 
pray that God will do the same for us. 
     St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us.    
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. 



6/20 & 6/21/2020 Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time Homily 

     Earlier this week, I was sitting on my back screened-in porch, and I noticed--
just as we were about to begin the summer season--that the lightning bugs were 
back, their flickers illuminating the darkness of the backyard. Maybe I should have 
said it a little more elegantly: the fireflies were back. It made me reflect that, yes, 
despite all the tumult of our world, right now God is still in his heaven and that 
the year is unfolding as it ought. 

     We're given today in our first reading with the example of the much put-upon 
Prophet Jeremiah, that he experienced the very same reality in the end. Though 
he begins by describing a dire situation, he shifts to a confidence that God is with 
him and will see him through the crisis. What a powerful example for us in our 
own struggles today: to bring them to the Lord. With all the details of the misery, 
the pain, and the confusion we are going through today--with the racial upheavals 
and the ever-present pandemic afflicting our world, our nation, our local 
communities, and our families, too--like Jeremiah, we are reminded to affirm our 
trust: that no matter what, God is with us and will deliver us. 

    This is also the heart of what Jesus said to the Twelve and says to us today 
when he proclaimed, "Fear no one and so do not be afraid. You are worth more 
than many sparrows."  

    It seems that today we are bouncing from one crisis to the next: the horrible 
killing of another black man, Mr. [Brooks], in Atlanta; the unrest in Seattle; more 
spikes of the coronavirus across the country; widespread unemployment; and 
now even threats from North Korea, as many of you will not yet venture out of 
your home. 

    So let's instead turn our hearts to focus on this: I read of a choir of the Martin 
de Porres House of Hope for addicts, the homeless, and marginalized women. 
With their untraining but powerful voices, they sang: "I sing because I'm happy / I 
sing because I'm free / His eye is on the sparrow and I know his eye watches me."  

     And so, now in this last full week of June, maybe we could switch that around 
just a little bit and say these words: I know his eye is on the lightning bugs, and I 
know he watches me. Amen. 

~ Msgr. Paul Enke 



6/19/2020 A Prayer for Father’s Day 

Here follows a message for Father’s Day, a prayer: 
 
[The full text of the prayer is available at The Christophers Blog.] 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 
 

  

http://thechristophersblog.org/2019/06/16/a-fathers-day-prayer-from-the-christophers/


6/18/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is June 18, 2020, and I love today’s readings for Mass, because they point to 
the heart of our Faith. Our first reading keeps us reflecting on Elijah and Elisha today, 
but this passage is actually from the book of Sirach, which itself is a reflection on these 
two prophets. The beginning of this section from Sirach 48 begins: 

[Israel’s] sinfulness grew more and more, 
and they gave themselves to every evil. 
Until like fire [Elijah] appeared, 
his words a flaming furnace… 
By God’s word he shut up the heavens 
and three times brought down fire. 
How awesome are you, Elijah! 
Whose glory is equal to yours? 
You brought a dead body back to life 
from Sheol, by the will of the LORD. 
You sent kings down to destruction, 
and nobles, from their beds of sickness. 

And the passage keeps going, describing the incredible signs that God used through 
Elijah to bring Israel back to God. You might even say that God is willing to “break the 
laws of nature” time and time again just to let us know that He wants to be in 
relationship with His people. But even more than that, God knows that we need to 
constantly be reminded, that we need signs to guide us as we grow in relationship with 
him. 
     And God has not stopped giving us the signs we need. Every time we go to Mass, or 
receive absolution in confession, or go to Eucharistic adoration, we should be reminded 
of God’s willingness to “break the laws of nature,” just to remind us of His incredible 
covenant and love for us, a covenant which makes us God’s very children. That’s why 
the first words in the Lord’s Prayer, which is in today’s gospel reading, refer to God as 
“Father,” because of new covenant that we are living in today! 
     Remember that every time you participate in Mass, even if only virtually, you witness 
an incredible sign, even more incredible than the signs of Elijah and Elisha, because God 
himself is made sacramentally present in the Eucharist, and spiritually present in our 
souls. So let’s thank Him and praise Him in humility and gratitude for his incredible love. 
     St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us! 
 
~ Zachary Ratliff, Youth Minister/Campus Minister 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. 



6/17/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is Wednesday, June [17th], and the psalmist proclaims, "Let your hearts take 
comfort, all who hope in the Lord" (Psalms 31:20). 
     The first reading today brings us back to Elijah and Elisha. Reading only parts (from 2 
Kings 2:9-14): 

Elijah said to Elisha, 
“Ask for whatever I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” 
Elisha answered, “May I receive a double portion of your spirit.” 
“You have asked something that is not easy,” Elijah replied. 
... 
As they walked on conversing, 
a flaming chariot and flaming horses came between them, 
and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 
... 
But when he could no longer see him, 
Elisha gripped his own garment and tore it in two. 
Then he picked up Elijah’s mantle that had fallen from him, 
and went back and stood at the bank of the Jordan. 
Wielding the mantle that had fallen from Elijah, 
Elisha struck the water in his turn and said, 
“Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” 
When Elisha struck the water it divided and he crossed over. 

     Such faith in God. My friend reminded me today that we live in the world, not of the 
world. The world does not dictate our priorities. The world does not dictate who we serve. 
     Elisha knew he was in the world. He knew how difficult Elijah's prophetic work in the 
world was, and he still asked for a double portion of Elijah's spirit. When Elijah was taken up 
to heaven, Elisha tore his garment, put on Elijah's mantle, took on his own shoulders the 
work of God that Elijah had devoted his life to. 
     God, please grant me the faith of Elisha: to ask for everything and trust you to give me 
the strength to do everything you ask. Help me to call out to you with faith: "Where is the 
Lord, the God of Elijah?" Help me to have faith that you will respond, and please help to 
know your voice as you respond. Help me to truly take comfort in you, you who are my 
hope and my strength. Amen. 
 
~ Rebecca Bucknam, PSR Director 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 



6/16/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
  Good morning, my friends, on this Tuesday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary 
Time: June the 16th of 2020, just a few short days from the beginning of summer, 
the longest day of the year, the closest day of the year that we are to the sun. 
Hopefully this day finds you also close to our Lord. 
    He speaks to us today in today's Gospel of Matthew when he tells his disciples, 
"“You have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy. But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
that you may be children of your heavenly Father..." (5:43-45a). 
    Is that an impossibility? Well, with God everything is possible. He doubles down 
on that with this statement to his disciples: "So be perfect, just as your heavenly 
Father is perfect" (5:48). Is this another impossibility? Well, again, nothing is 
impossible with Jesus. 
    What makes Christians different from others, and what makes Christianity 
distinct from any other religion is the grace of God: treating others not as they 
deserve, but as God wishes them to be treated, with loving kindness and mercy. 
(That contemplation is taken from our lectio divina, as an insert to our bulletin.) 
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/11674/bulletins/20200614.pdf. 
    So, my friends, again on this Tuesday of Ordinary Time, we are called to be 
perfect: to be perfect as Christ has called us to be. For us to attain perfection--
heaven--we must be perfect to stand in the presence of God. That means treating 
others not as they deserve, but as God wishes them to be treated, with loving 
kindness and mercy.     
    If our world was a little bit kinder and a little bit merciful, then we certainly 
wouldn't be in the state of affairs we are today with the rampant racism and 
racial and social and civil unrest. 
    So again, pray for the strength, pray for the grace to treat others not as they 
deserve, but as God wishes them to be treated. And again, taking Jesus to heart 
when he tells us to "Be prefect as your heavenly Father is perfect." So go forward 
this day, my friends, and be perfect. 
    God bless you. Have a good Tuesday. 
 
~ Deacon John Barbour 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 



6/15/2020 Daily Reflection 
    

    Greetings and peace to you on this Monday, June 15, 2020.  
    So often in the psalms, in our music, and in our prayers, we ask God to hear our 
words. We ask God to hear us as we offer praise. We ask God to hear us as we 
give thanks. We ask God to hear our requests and our petitions.  
    The Responsorial Psalm for today's Mass has a response that is worth 
considering: "Lord, listen to my groaning" (5:2b). Some translations use "sighing" 
or another word, but the general sense is the same. We sigh and groan when we 
are tired, frustrated, and exasperated, when we are weary and beaten down. We 
sigh and groan when we have no words.   
    That is precisely what is so insightful about today's Psalm response. We are 
asking God to hear us even though we don't have words. Even when all that we 
can do is groan and sigh, we offer that to God...and because God knows us 
through and through, inside and out, all of our thoughts and feelings, God knows 
what we mean. 
    As we hear in the letter to the Romans, we are not alone in making groaning 
part of our prayer. St. Paul tells us, "In the same way, the Spirit too comes to the 
aid of our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit 
itself intercedes with inexpressible groanings. And the one who searches hearts 
knows what is the intention of the Spirit, because it intercedes for the holy ones 
according to God’s will." (8:26-27) 
     Most likely, at some point today, we will sigh or groan or make some 
inexpressible sound of frustration or fatigue. When we do, may our sighs and 
groans be joined with the groans of the Holy Spirit. May even those groans be 
part of our praying without ceasing. 
     **sigh**    
     **groan**    
     Lord, hear our prayer. Amen.   
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 

 

Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 

 
  



6/13 & 6/14/2020 Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ Homily 
     
       Well, welcome to Holy Mass, my friends. This Sunday is the solemnity of the 
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, or as it used to be called, Corpus Christi 
Sunday.  
     "The body of Christ. Amen." Those words ringing out in many of our churches 
throughout our land and the world after a three-month quarantine. Glad to be 
back, maybe not so glad to be back wearing a mask, or not so glad to be back 
sitting six feet apart, but certainly hungry for our Lord. Glad to receive that 
heavenly meal--Jesus himself, our Lord and Savior--receive him in the sacrament 
that we call the Eucharist. The word "Eucharist" meaning "thanksgiving": the 
Eucharist, the body of Christ, Corpus Christi, the source and the summit of our 
Catholic faith.  
     Jesus tells us in today's Gospel that, "I am the living bread that came down 
from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever." Two foundational beliefs 
of our faith: number one, Jesus is the living bread from heaven, and number two, 
if we want to get to heaven to live there forever with him, we must eat this living 
bread that is Jesus Christ himself. 
     But do we really believe it? Sometimes we take it for granted. I know I do. 
What is the number one reason that you came to Mass today? If it's not to 
receive Jesus in the Eucharis, the source and the summit of our Catholic faith, 
then you might consider reordering your reasons for being here.  
     Do you believe that the Holy Mass is truly where heaven comes to earth? Do 
you believe that truly a miracle is performed right in front of us during the 
Eucharistic prayer when our priest, Monsignor Enke, acting in the person of Christ 
calls down the Holy Spirit to change ordinary unleavened bread and ordinary wine 
to the body and blood of Jesus? If we really believed it, how could Mass ever be 
described as boring? If we truly believed it how could we ever stay away?  
     The great peacemaker from India, Mahatma Gandhi, once agreed to meet with 
a group of Catholics who explained to him our belief about Jesus in the Eucharist. 
Gandhi sat and listened patiently as they set forth for him what we believe. 
Gandhi said, "I would like to believe what you Catholics believe about Jesus in the 
Eucharist, but I am unable to do so because I don't think you Catholics really 
believe what you say you believe, because if you believe that my Lord and my God 
were truly present in the tabernacle as you say he is, I would crawl on my belly to 
church every day to worship and to adore him."  



     Let us believe what we say we believe--not only this Sunday of the most holy 
body and blood of Jesus, but every day as well. And may our simple "Amen"--our 
simple "so be it" upon hearing those glorious words, "The Body of Christ"--be our 
affirmation of three yeses to Jesus's words to us in today's Gospel. Yes, Lord, I do 
believe that you are the living bread from heaven. Yes, Lord, I do I do want to 
spend eternity with you. And yes, Lord, I do believe that whoever eats this bread 
will live forever. 
     Enough said, then, my friends. The living bread from heaven will soon be 
served. Let's eat. The Body of Christ. Amen. 
 
~ Deacon John Barbour 

 

  



6/12/2020 Daily Reflection 

I believe we have a total of about four African-American members of our parish. 
 
We can say that we share their pain over the recent horrible tragedy of the 
murder of George Floyd and the many others that have preceded his death over 
the centuries in our land. But, can we really? 
 
The following words from Rabbi Steve Leder in his book More Beautiful Than 
Before, remind us that pain forces us to look inside ourselves. He goes on to say: 
 
[quotation from More Beautiful Than Before: text not available for reprinting 
online. More information about the book and a free chapter available here.] 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke  

http://steveleder.com/books/


The daily reflection for 6/11/2020 is unavailable.  

 
 
  



6/10/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
Today’s first reading talks about Elijah calling down fire from heaven while the 
priests of Baal tried unsuccessfully to call down the fire of their god. But in the 
very beginning Elijah told the people, they must choose: either choose the God of 
Israel and follow the God of Israel, or choose Baal and follow Baal. 
 
Not only now, but always we face that choice in every aspect of our lives. Is my 
time spent intentionally doing God’s work in my life? If I am called to watch my 
kids, tend my garden, go to work, read the Bible, pray for Souls in Purgatory, 
recognize and love Christ who dwells in me… am I giving my energy intentionally 
to whatever work God has given me? What is the greatest love in my life? By my 
actions, who do I serve? 
 
God, please help me choose you, choose your plan, choose your way. Help me to 
recognize when what I am following is unsuccessful and possibly not your way. 
Help me to know you are always listening, ready to send your fire from heaven, in 
your perfect time. Speak in ways that I am able to hear you clearly so I can 
knowingly follow your will in every moment. As the Psalmist prays, “Teach me 
your paths, my God, and guide me in your truth.” 
 
~ Rebecca Bucknam, PSR Director 
 
  



6/9/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
A good morning on this Tuesday, June the 9th, the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time. 
Today we celebrate the Memorial of Saint Ephrem of Assyria, a fourth-century 
Assyrian who was a deacon and ultimately became a Doctor of the Church--also 
called the "Harp of the Holy Spirit," for he wrote over 400 hymns that still exist to 
this day. He is credited with more than three million lines of writings on 
philosophy, science, and theology way back when, but his most important were 
his lyrics and hymns, again, over 400 still exist. 
 
In today's Gospel, we hear from Matthew, Jesus telling his disciples that "You are 
the salt of the earth; you are the light of the world" (5:13-14). Likewise, St. 
Ephrem, back in the day, in one of his writings, says, "Blessed is the one, my Lord, 
who has become the salt of truth in this generation and whose faith has not lost 
its taste among the tasteless." 
 
May this day find us truly the salt of this generation, and may we not lose the 
taste among the tasteless. May we not be a light hidden under a bushel, but a 
light to those in these troubled times. St. Ephrem said, "Blessed is the one, my 
Lord, who has become the salt of truth in this generation." 
 
Blessings to you, my friends. Blessings as we ask the prayers of St. Ephrem, 
deacon and Doctor of our Church on this Tuesday, June 9, the Tenth Week of 
Ordinary Time. Go forth, my friends, my fellow salt of the earth and lights to the 
world. Don't take that lightly, because it's very important that we set the example 
for those around us in this time of pandemic and this time of racial and civil 
unrest. God bless you all. Have a good day. Thank you. 
 
~ Deacon John Barbour 
 
  



6/8/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God" (Matthew 
5:9). So we hear these words in the Gospel for today, June 8, 2020. 
 
We are called by Christ to be peacemakers. In these days, when our world is so 
racked by anger, mistrust, fear, anxiety, and violence, it can be hard to know how 
to build peace to work for justice.  
 
What is essential for us to remember is that the peace and justice that we long 
for, that we pray for, and that we are called to work for earth is the peace of 
Christ and the justice and mercy of God. Our feelings may inspire us to action, and 
at those moments when we are inspired, we must cling ever more tightly to God 
in prayer, in scripture, and in the sacraments. As disciples of Christ, we do not 
speak or act solely for ourselves, solely from our own feelings and desires. Rather, 
we pray that all that we say and all that we do will reflect Christ -- that the Holy 
Spirit may work in us and through us to accomplish God's will here on earth. Apart 
from God, we can do nothing. Let us humble ourselves so that we can truly be his 
peacemakers.   
 
Bishop Brennan has called for tomorrow, Tuesday, June 9, to be a Day of Prayer 
and Fasting for an End to Racism and to Foster Healing in our Community. Let us 
join with him, with our diocese, and with our world to pray and fast for this 
healing that we so deeply need. 
 
St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us.  
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 

Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 

 
  



6/6 & 6/7/2020 Trinity Sunday Homily 
 
 On this very tempestuous weekend for our country, as we continue to deal 
also with the coronavirus, I please ask you to pardon my beginning this homily with a 
brief walk down memory lane.  
 Fifty-two years ago this very week, I graduated from the college seminary at 
St. Charles. It was 1968, a year also of great turmoil and unrest. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. had just been assassinated during the previous Holy Week, and we seminarians 
watched out our window to the businesses on Nelson Road that had been burned 
down.  
 But still, even then we had great hopes for the future, as Bobby Kennedy ran 
for president. I had been honored to ride in the car just ahead of RFK's convertible as 
he made his way through the inner city of Columbus to the Neil House. My classmate 
Steve Polus had invited me to join him and the city's safety director and his uncle, 
Fred Simon. It was truly one of the highlights of my young life. 
 On the night of my college graduation party, Bobby Kennedy was gunned 
down in California, and I used my graduation to fly to New York City and to walk by 
his coffin at St. Patrick's Cathedral. This was surely, then, one of the low moments of 
my life, and those of my seminary classmates, too. The riots in Chicago at the 
Democratic convention, and of course since then, there would be more riots, 
protests, and demonstrations that would come with the Vietnam War and other 
racial disturbances, such as the attack on Rodney King. This is how we observed 
Trinity Sunday in 1968, and in many ways, how we still observe it today in 2020.  
 You know, it took nearly 400 years for those early Christians to fully grasp 
what Jesus was talking about when he spoke of his relationship to the Father and the 
Spirit. Not long after that, St. Patrick would pluck a shamrock from the Hill of Tara to 
explain its mystery, and in 1998, the Bishops of the United States had this to say 
about the Trinity: We believe in the triune God whose very nature is communal and 
social. God reveals himself to us as one who is not alone, but rather as one who is in 
a relational situation, one who is Trinity. Therefore, we who are made in God’s image 
share their communal, social nature. We are called to reach out and to build 
relationships of love and justice. 
 As we survey the deeply anguished nation around us waiting to bury George 
Floyd next week, these words from our second reading from St. Paul must guide us. 
He said, "Mend your ways. Encourage each other. Agree with one another. Live in 
peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you." 
 Last Monday evening, at the invitation of our local rector of St. Luke's 
Episcopal Church, Fr. Michael Arthur put together a brief prayer service, which I 
joined, on the Great Lawn of Bryn Du, to pray for the great justice that will return 



peace to our country. There were about 50 people who joined us that night. And I 
ask all of you then, to join with me in prayer, whether you are at home or here in 
church, on this Trinity Sunday, that we may confront the sin of racism in our land and 
leave these dark days behind us. He closed as I will now, in a prayer familiar to us all: 
 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is discord, union; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 
Grant that we may not so much 
seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying  
that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 
 
And then how did Fr. Arthur conclude this prayer? As I will now. He gave a blessing, 
one that is appropriate for this feast day of the Trinity, saying: "May God bless you all 
now, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit."   
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 
  



6/5/2020 A Word from Your Pastor 
 
    Dear friends, this is my message to all of you during these very tumultuous days 
for our country. It's a prayer from the bishops of our country to address the sin of 
racism, and we're reminded that: 

People in our day suffer unjustly simply because of the color of their skin or their 
national origin. So let us now in a few moments acknowledge the sin of racism 
and work to combat it in all our social structures, in our institutions, and in our 
hearts. 

And so, then, let us pray: 

     Lord of all, we pray for healing to address the persistent sin of racism, which 
is the rejection of the full humanity of some of your children, and the talents 
and potential you have given them. We pray for the grace to recognize the 
systems that do not support the dignity of every person, that do not promote 
respect for those who are seen as other, who bear the legacy of centuries of 
discrimination, fear, and violence. Give us eyes to see how the past has shaped 
the complex present. 
     We pray for social structures in which children of color can grow up without 
fear, in security and dignity, with access to health care and a quality education 
that will allow them to develop their gifts. 
     Empower us to create a new way forward, with a new sense of community 
that embraces and celebrates the rich diversity of all. Help us to live out your 
call to combat racism and hatred. Show us how to live in compassionate 
solidarity, supported by your grace and your love. We ask this through Christ, 
our Lord. Amen.   

~ Msgr. Paul Enke 
 
Prayer adapted from "Prayer to Address the Sin of Racism" (c) 2018, United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. Source: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-
dignity/racism/upload/stations-of-the-cross-overcoming-racism.pdf 

 

 

  

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/stations-of-the-cross-overcoming-racism.pdf
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6/4/2020 Daily Reflection 

    Today is June 4, 2020, and I pray you’ve been able to enjoy these first few days 
of June which have been so beautiful and temperate! Though this time is called 
“ordinary time,” every day is an opportunity for an extraordinary encounter with 
God. That’s why we spend time to quiet ourselves and enter the Lord’s 
presence—because we know we are nothing with the Holy Spirit, who makes our 
souls alive! 

    In today’s gospel reading, Jesus is asked by a scribe which commandment is the 
greatest. However, he replies with an attitude, not just a behavior. The first part 
of Jesus’ answer to the scribe is actually an ancient Hebrew prayer called the 
Shema, which goes like, “Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.” In Deuteronomy 6, God tells the Israelite people to 
teach this command diligently, to speak of it always, to bind these words to their 
hands, to wear it on their foreheads, and write in on the doorposts. Even today, 
these are the first words to be whispered into a baby’s ear when he or she is first 
born. 

    In short, this command is EVERYTHING! It’s not just an interesting thing to do 
on the weekends—it’s the very heart and soul of what it means to be part of 
God’s people! When we come to God, He’s most pleased and consoled by our 
love for Him, not merely the commands that we were obligated to fulfill. And that 
is the heart and soul of our lives—that God’s love inside of us compels us to love 
Him in return! Love himself, alive in us! That is truly the greatest commandment! 

    So Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make our hearts more like yours!     

~ Zachary Ratliff, Youth Minister/Campus Minister 

 

Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
permission of the copyright owner. 

 

 



The daily reflection for 6/3/2020 is unavailable.  

  



6/2/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     A good Tuesday morning as we restart Ordinary Time, my friends. And again, I would 
be remiss to not be wishing all of you a happy birthday two days past Pentecost, which 
was the birthday of the Church, that's you and I, the Bride of Christ. 
     Today we find Jesus again trying to be tripped up and ensnared by the Pharisees as 
they're asking him who should pay the census, to which Jesus replied, "Show me one of 
the coins," they show him whose inscription is this, and he basically replies with that 
classic line of "Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to 
God" (Mark 12:17). Truly everything does belong to God, does it not? Our every 
heartbeat, every breath. 
     A beautiful poem from today's Magnificat was entitled "What Belongs to God" and 
was written by Venerable Marthe Robin from, I guess, earlier last century. It goes like 
this: 

[The poem's text can be accessed at the online edition of Magnificat, available 
at https://us.magnificat.net/free. Scroll down to "Magnificat Online Edition" and 
choose the option for the online US edition. The poem is the "Meditation of the 
Day" for June 2.]  

    May we never forget that we all belong to Jesus Christ as his created beings and his 
bride, the Church, his only beloved Church. Have a wonderful second day of Ordinary 
Time and, again, happy birthday. 
 
~ Deacon John Barbour 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 
1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright 
owner. 
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6/1/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is the day after Pentecost: Monday, June 1, 2020. Nowadays, we tend to think 
of Pentecost as a single day, but for centuries, Pentecost used to have its own octave. 
That means that, like Easter, the celebration was continued during Masses for the entire 
following week.  
     Liturgically, we no longer celebrate this Octave of Pentecost. Instead, today we 
celebrate the Memorial of The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church. This 
celebration is recent: it was added to the Church calendar only two years ago, in 2018. 
The Gospel reading that was chosen for the day, John 19:25-34, is the account of the 
death of Jesus, when he handed over his spirit as his mother Mary stood beneath the 
cross.      
     Today, so many people in our communities, our state, our country, and our world are 
there at the foot of the cross, as well. There is so much grief, anger, and violence. There 
is so much worry and uncertainty. There is so much pain. There is so much fear. 
     But despite all this, as Jesus said, we must not be afraid. We must hold ever more 
tightly to him so that we can be peacemakers and peacebearers to all who are hurting. 
We must be hearers and doers of his Word. And we must remember that we never 
stand at the cross alone. Mary, the Mother of Christ and Mother of the Church is there 
with us. The Holy Spirit is there, upon us and within us. Today, then, let us pray to them 
both to intercede for us and our world.  
     Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.  
     Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in them the fire of your 
love.    
     Amen.   
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
 


