
8/31/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
    Today--August 31, 2020--is the final installment in our series of daily audio 
reflections by our parish staff.  
    Today's first reading for Mass is from St. Paul's first letter to the Corinthians 
(2:1-5). It begins with St. Paul saying, "When I came to you, brothers and sisters, 
proclaiming the mystery of God, I did not come with sublimity of words or of 
wisdom. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified." The reading concludes with his hope that, for the Corinthians 
and for us, our "faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God." 
    At times, especially in times of great uncertainty, we all look to each other for 
spiritual guidance, advice, and consolation. In these moments, all of us are called 
to heed these words of St. Paul. We may not have sublime words to say. We may 
not feel like we have wisdom to share. 
    Yet if we resolve to know nothing but Jesus Christ and if we strive to model 
ourselves completely on him--entrusting ourselves totally to his care--our very 
lives will give living witness to him. It is always God who guides, God who advises, 
and God who consoles. It is God who reassures, God who heals, God who 
embraces. We are called to share God's love in the world because we are baptized 
into the death and resurrection of his Son. 
    We may feel small, powerless, confused, and anxious. Yet through prayer, 
through the sacraments, and through our ongoing conversion of heart, our lives 
are conformed to be more like Jesus Christ. And when they are, we open 
ourselves to the power of God of which St. Paul speaks. That power transforms 
us, and it shines brightly in a world that is now and has always been in desperate 
need of knowing Christ crucified. 
    So, let us today turn to Christ once more, resolving to know nothing but him 
and him crucified. May our own weakness, fear, and trembling be strengthened 
by the Holy Spirit, and may Christ use us to share his light with all the world. 
    St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us. 
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved. No part of the New 
American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.  
  



8/29 & 8/30/2020 Homily for the Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
    Please allow me to begin today with a question: so whatever happened to that 
bold St. Peter of last Sunday's Gospel when he got it exactly right about who this 
Jesus truly was? Remember, he said, the Christ, Son of the living God. And this is 
what I think happened: he was just as much a human being as you and me. This 
rock had some cracks in it.  
     And this is what endears Peter to me: he could be capable of both courage and 
cowardice. He was such a coward that Jesus had to say to him, "Get thee behind 
me, Satan." What a fall from grace, as he became even an obstacle to Jesus. All 
this because Jesus had told Peter that he, Jesus, would have to go to Jerusalem 
before the high priest to suffer there, be killed, and raised. It's almost as if Peter 
missed the last two words: that Jesus would be raised.  
     Then Jesus elaborates on this theme of what lies ahead for him and his 
followers, saying, "Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up 
his cross, and follow me," and save one's life by losing it later. Of course, Peter 
would remember the truth of what Jesus was saying when in Rome, his 
executioners would crucify him upside down. Indeed, Peter would take up his 
cross literally.  
     We believe that the words of the Gospel were not meant for Peter only, but for 
all of us today. So what are those crosses which upset us today? What are those 
crosses which we are urged to take up today? Well, there are many of them, of 
course, but it seems to me that the overarching cross to all of us today is the 
coronavirus. Just think of those 180,000 souls in our country who have died from 
that virus and all their loved ones. Think of parents who fear for their children in 
school, teachers who are deathly afraid of their risk in the classroom. Consider the 
general disruption of life as we knew it and those who have lost their jobs or their 
businesses. Think, too, of our parishioners and friends of yours who are 
homebound, those who are in care facilities, isolated and so often afraid. I think 
too of our college students at the Newark branch of Ohio State and Denison who 
are quarantined.  
     And beyond and above all of that, there is the toll that our entire world is 
enduring. And on top of this reality, another black man, Jacob Blake, endured 
needless suffering at the hand of a policeman in Wisconsin, and then rioting was 
spawned. His mother, if you heard her on television, spoke so eloquently of the 
cross that Jacob Blake's family is carrying right now as she pleaded for peace, 



saying how unpleased her son would be at the violence. We don't know yet how 
this will play out, but it was surely a terrible tragedy.  
     At these times, these crosses can seem unbearable--too much for us. It's then 
that we must turn to the Lord and go where he went: to embrace the cross--yes, 
as we sang, to take up the cross--knowing that he promised St. Peter and you and 
me that no matter the pain, we too will be raised.  
     So let's turn to the courageous Peter and say to Jesus, "You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God," trusting that--yes--from all this, he will raise us up, too. So 
let's not be defeated but triumphant as we embrace our cross and not run away 
from them: no matter how hard that might be for all of us at times. 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 

 

  



8/28/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
Here follows a final reflection, I'm using America Media--of course, this is Msgr. 
Enke--and it's entitled, "Slow Me Down." It's very short, but it's something, I think, 
that will help all of us in our busy lives.  
 

Slow me down, God, slow me down, 
so that I may see you more and more 

in my faster and faster life. 
 

Give me a listening heart 
and contemplative eyes, 

so that I may see you 
more in my active world. 

 
Amen. 

 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 
 
This prayer appeared in a pamphlet entitled "America: Prayers for You." It was anonymous, and 
no copyright information was given. 

 

  



8/27/2020 Daily Reflection 

     Today is August 27, 2020, and is the feast of St. Monica, who was an incredible 
saint as well as the mother of another saint, Augustine! 
     Her influence and impact must have been so great—both her husband and 
mother-in-law were converted by her prayers and holiness of life. 
     Her son Augustine, however, had a much longer and more difficult road to 
conversion. For years and years she devoted herself to pray for her intelligent but 
headstrong son with no apparent sign of any progress of her son toward the 
Catholic faith. Many of her tears were shed—so much that a learned bishop was 
left stunned and told her that all her tears couldn’t be ineffective. 
     When her son ran away to Italy (probably to elude his insistent mother), she 
followed him later. While he could escape her for a while, he could not escape her 
prayers. Augustine was influenced by the eloquent Bishop of Milan, Ambrose, 
which led to his conversion and eventual ordination. 
     So as you reflect on Monica’s life, I’d like to prompt you with two questions: 
     1. Does your heart break, like Monica’s, for the conversion of your loved ones? 
     2. How devoted are you to praying for those you love? Even when you don’t 
see the progress you’d like? 
     Father God, break our hearts for what breaks yours, and transform us into 
prayer warriors that transform hearts! 
     St Edward the Confessor, pray for us! 

~ Zachary Ratliff, Youth Minister/Campus Minister 

 

  



8/26/2020 Daily Reflection 

The 8/26/2020 reflection is currently unavailable. 

  



8/25/2020 Daily Reflection 

    Hey, Deacon John here on Tuesday, August 25 of the Twenty-first Week of 
Ordinary Time. This will be the last week of us doing these daily reflections. Today 
we hear from Jesus again busting the chops of the scribes and the Pharisees, 
calling them hypocrites. 

    I think many times in our lives, we at times can be like the scribes and 
Pharisees. We check the box and do all the external things, but we kind of miss 
the point of the whole thing by passing judgment and not being merciful and not 
being faithful in the things that we do. So as much as we want to beat up on the 
scribes and the Pharisees, I think at different points in our lives--in and out, up 
and down--we too can become like them if we're not careful. 

    I love the last part of the Lectio Divina that's part of our weekly bulletin under 
the contemplation for this day. It basically asks a question here at the end that 
kind of sums it all up. It says, "Do you allow the love of God to shape and 
transform the way you live your daily life, especially in the way you think of 
others, speak of them, and treat them? If not, now is an opportunity to let the 
transformative grace of God work in and through you so that you may imitate 
Christ in thought, word and deed." 

    So imitating Christ in thought, word, and deed is more than just paying tithes of 
mint and dill and cumin as Jesus mentioned to the scribes and Pharisees. It's more 
than just dressing up real fancy like a deacon on the altar, the outward 
appearances. It's more than just going to daily Mass and more than just the daily 
outward appearances. It's deeper than that. 

    So again, I would just pray that we would be more than just outward 
appearances, more than just scribes and Pharisees, and more like Jesus Christ in 
thought, word, and deed. 

    So with that I'll sign off for the last time on these daily reflections. I want to 
wish you the best. God bless you. Have a great Tuesday, August 25, this twenty-
first week of Ordinary Time. God bless you. 

~ Deacon John Barbour 

 



8/24/2020 Daily Reflection 

     Today, August 24, 2020 is the feast of St. Bartholomew, one of the twelve 
apostles. The Bible doesn't tell us too much about him. He is included in the list of 
apostles in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and also the Acts of the Apostles, 
but the name Bartholomew never actually appears in the Gospel of John. Most 
scholars believe that the person that John's Gospel refers to as "Nathanael" is the 
same person as "Bartholomew." 
     That's why the Gospel for today's Mass is the story of Jesus's call to Nathanael 
(John 1:45-51). Philip finds him and tells him about Jesus, but he is initially 
skeptical. He replies, "Can anything good come from Nazareth?" Philip urges him 
to "Come and see," and when he does, he finds that Jesus already knows and 
recognizes him. 
     There is a lot to unpack in this short little story, but here are just three 
elements to consider: 
     First, Nathanael's initial reaction to Philip telling him about Jesus is skepticism 
simply because Jesus is from Nazareth. Are there any times when we are too 
quick to disregard people because of a single fact about themselves, such as their 
home, their race or ethnicity, their job, or some other factor?    
     Second, Philip doesn't get in an argument with Nathanael. Instead, he simply 
says, "Come and see." How can we invite people to come and see the truth about 
Jesus by bringing them to an encounter with him? 
      And finally, Jesus surely knows of Nathanael's skepticism, but when Nathanael 
approaches, Jesus doesn't say a word about it. He instead chooses to remark on 
the best of him, saying that Nathanael "is a true child of Israel. There is no 
duplicity in him." Like Jesus, do we acknowledge the best in others, or are we 
quick to focus on their weaknesses and imperfections?    
     Today, let us prayerfully reflect on this Gospel and how it is calling us to grow 
in faith and in holiness. 
     St. Bartholomew, pray for us. 
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 

Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved. No part of the New 
American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.  
 

 



8/22 & 8/23/2020 Homily for the Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

     Well, welcome, my friends, to Holy Mass on this 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
To him, Jesus Christ, be glory forever, St. Paul writes to the Church in Rome in our 
second reading today. To him, Jesus Christ, be glory forever, St. Paul also writes to 
us gathered today in person or in pre-recorded state here in his church in 
Granville, Ohio.  

     Further, St. Paul writes to the Romans and you and me today, "For from him 
and through him and for him are all things." Romans 11:36. Sounds somewhat 
familiar, and you'll hear it again with some subtle changes in a few moments 
when our priest, Msgr. Enke, at the end of the Eucharistic Prayer while holding up 
the newly consecrated Body of Christ will say, "Through him, and with him, and in 
him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 
yours, for ever and ever. Amen." Romans 11:36. A verse worth remembering, one 
for your refrigerator door or for your bathroom mirror--and certainly one that you 
hear at every Mass celebrated at the end of the Eucharistic Prayer. 

     We as created beings were made by God to know him, to love him, to serve 
him, and to proclaim him: in season and out, in pandemic and out, through the 
storms of life and through the sunshiny bright days of summer, in good times and 
in bad to return to him one day to spend eternity with him, to glorify him forever 
and in all things.  

     Easier said than done sometimes, especially for me as I get older. I find myself 
talking a good game, but not living like I talk or like I say I believe. I guess that man 
looking back at me in the mirror isn't as holy as he thinks he is. Lord, have mercy 
on me a sinner. Come on, St. Paul. You mean I'm supposed to give God the glory 
in all things? That's real hard to do with all that's going on in our world, in our 
nation, in our communities. So much has changed. So much is different from it 
was just yesterday. So different than it was just six months ago. Honestly? I don't 
like different, and I don't like change. I don't know if that's what happens when 
you get older. I don't know because I've never been this old before. Maybe it's 
just me.  

     I love that line from the eight-part series on YouTube called The Chosen. It's a 
story of Jesus calling his apostles and his first disciples. It was filmed last year 
about this time and was released this year in late March just as the pandemic 



began to lock us down. The last scene in that segment eight of The Chosen series 
finds Peter arguing with Jesus about his selection of another one of his apostles, 
to which Jesus replies, "Get used to different." 

     Jesus's ways are different than the world's ways for sure. "For who," as St. Paul 
tells us, "has known the mind of God, or who has been his counselor? Or who has 
given the Lord anything that he [may] be repaid?"  

     If we call ourselves Christians but nobody would know it by the way we act, 
work, talk, or speak, well, just maybe it's time to become what we say we believe. 
Jesus Christ calls each of us to become different: to become Jesus different. To 
trust in him, to glorify him in all things--not just some things--but all things. To 
God be the glory. Amen. 

     Let me close this homily with one final thought from today's Gospel of 
Matthew. Or rather, I should say, one simple question. Jesus asks his apostles in 
today's Gospel, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" Phrased another 
way, "Who do people say that I am?" Only one got that question right that day. 
That one would become the rock upon which our Church was built over two 
thousand years ago. As that rock, the Gospel tells us, Peter was given the keys to 
the kingdom of heaven, to the place where we all profess that we want to spend 
eternity. 

     So, for those of us gathered here today, who do you say that Jesus is? May 
your answer to that question be like St. Peter's: "You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." To him be glory forever. Amen. 

~ Deacon John Barbour 

 

  



8/21/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
Here follows a reflection from America Media, a Jesuit ministry. It's entitled 
"Uncomplicate Me, God": 
 
Sometimes I make the spritual life so complicated, God. I try to figure out if I'm 
praying the right way, reading the right books, or going to the right parish. Worse, 
sometimes I worry more about what others are doing than about my own actions. 
I worry about what I can't control instead of what I can control. Sometimes I look 
at people with such judgment, even though I know that's the last thing you want 
me to do. Your Son warned me against judging, but I still do it. 
 
God, help me to remember that the Christian life isn't that complicated. It's about 
one simple thing: Love. It may not be easy to do, but it's easy to remember. Help 
me to be more loving in all I say and do. Help me to love like Jesus did, freely and 
deeply. Help me to forgive, which is the heart of true love. 
 
Uncomplicate me, God, and help me to remember one word: Love.   
 
Amen. 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 
 

This prayer appeared in a pamphlet entitled "America: Prayers for You." It was anonymous, and 
no copyright information was given. 

 

  



8/20/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is August 20, 2020, and is the feast of Saint and Doctor of the Church 
Bernard of Clairvaux. One of my favorite writings of Bernard is one of his sermons 
on love: 

     “Love is sufficient of itself, it gives pleasure by itself and because of itself. 
It is its own merit, its own reward. Love looks for no cause outside itself, no 
effect beyond itself. Its profit lies in its practice. I love because I love, I love 
that I may love. Love is a great thing so long as it continually returns to its 
fountainhead, flows back to its source, always drawing from there the water 
which constantly replenishes it. Of all the movements, sensations and 
feelings of the soul, love is the only one in which the creature can respond to 
the Creator and make some sort of similar return however unequal though it 
be. For when God loves, all he desires is to be loved in return; the sole 
purpose of his love is to be loved, in the knowledge that those who love him 
are made happy by their love of him. 
     The Bridegroom’s love, or rather the love which is the Bridegroom, asks in 
return nothing but faithful love. Let the beloved, then, love in return. Should 
not a bride love, and above all, Love’s bride? Could it be that Love not be 
loved?” 

     In those moments when I feel spiritually burdened or under high stress, I try to 
remember that all Jesus, the Bridegroom, asks of me is faithful love. In the 
Church, we don’t have rules and doctrines for their own sake—but because we 
are so in love with the Bridegroom! We often find ourselves carrying these 
burdens that we have heaped on ourselves that we don’t need to carry—like the 
responsibility of converting our friends and family, of volunteering in every 
activity at Church, etc. But we must always do these things while returning to our 
Bridegroom, God, “the source,” and be replenished by him. 
     St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us! 
 
~ Zachary Ratliff, Youth Minister/Campus Minister 
 
St. Bernard excerpt from the English translation of The Liturgy of the Hours © 1970, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.  

 



8/19/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
      Today is Wednesday, August 19th. 
      I have been reminded in various ways that God teaches us about himself through 
his creation, including each unique and marvelous person he made. While God made 
everyone in his image, it is can be easier for me to see God’s image in others, rather 
than in my own brokenness. My broken parts are just a reminder that God is a healer 
of broken things. And an easy way for God to break into my heart, where he is 
supposed to reside anyway. If I let him. 
      Recently, my self-reflection has reminded me that I need to pay more attention 
to how different people most directly feel appreciated and loved; including myself. 
Some people enjoy gifts, others enjoy undivided attention, others enjoy hugs. If we 
all reflect God, he probably appreciates all those things as well. Scripture talks about 
gifts of our time, talent, and treasure. As far as hugging God, we actually touch him 
every time we receive the Eucharist. I am realizing, however, that my gift of 
undivided attention to God is severely lacking.  
     Today’s Saint, St. [John] Eudes, truly excelled in his ability to give God undivided 
attention. But even he benefited from approaching God in a variety of ways. He was 
truly inspired in his insights into the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary and their unity, yet still received nudges from God from those around him. 
He recognized the plight of prostitutes who wanted out. It took some not so gentle 
prodding from a co-worker before he realized, building them good housing was a 
significant and practical way he could support their recovery and healing. 
      I am regularly encouraged in a fruitful direction by those around me. As I listen to 
others, I realize, there are needs that I am in a position to help. I can send a physical 
card to the person who is not able to get out and hug people, but needs physical 
touch. Perhaps, I can stand on the porch of someone who needs an in-person 
conversation, but is high risk. Maybe I can offer to Zoom with a child to get through a 
virtual schooling assignment, even if it is just one. Simply to face our struggles and 
triumphs together. And at the beginning and end of each day, whether together or 
alone, to dedicate that undivided attention to God. Maybe if I become more well-
rounded in how I serve God, I will be better equipped to stand amidst the waves of 
life.  
      Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us. Immaculate Heart of Mary, ever focused 
on Christ, pray for us. St. John Eudes, pray for us. 
 
~ Rebecca Bucknam, PSR Director 
  



8/18/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Hello, brothers and sisters in Christ here at St. Edward's Church. Today is 
Tuesday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time: Tuesday, August the 18th. 
     Today in Matthew's Gospel, we hear the words of Jesus telling his disciples that 
it will be hard for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. How hard? 
Well, "it is easier for a camel to pass through an eye of a needle than for one who 
is rich to enter the kingdom of God" (19:24). 
     I think all of us are rich to a degree and would agree that's obviously something 
that is very impossible to happen. So who in the world of us could possibly get to 
heaven with such a demand or requirement? 
     Well, with God everything is possible. I think that's the classic line -- with God 
all things are possible. And even if you trivia buffs: our state of Ohio, our [slogan] 
is "with God, all things are possible."  
     So by the grace of God, this day, the 18th of August in the year 2020, with over 
100,000 people dead from the coronavirus just in the United States alone and a 
million people infected by the disease, you would think, that, again, it's another 
impossibility that this thing is going to ever end and that somehow we're going to 
get through it, but again, we trust in our God, who is a God of impossible things. 
Again, with God, all things are possible. Even a camel can get through an eye of a 
needle, and even us poor sinners can get to heaven if we repent and believe in 
him. 
     So, my friends, have a wonderful day. God bless you. Take care. Until next 
week, Deacon John, St. Edward's parish. God bless. 
 
~ Deacon John Barbour  



8/17/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     The first reading for today, August 17, 2020 is from the book of Ezekiel. It starts with 
Ezekiel receiving a terrible message from the Lord: 

 

Son of man, by a sudden blow 
I am taking away from you the delight of your eyes, 
but do not mourn or weep or shed any tears. 
Groan in silence, make no lament for the dead, 
bind on your turban, put your sandals on your feet, 
do not cover your beard, and do not eat the customary bread. (24:15-17) 
 

     Then, that very evening, Ezekiel's wife dies.  
     As I speak these words, it has been about five months since the Ohio bishops cancelled 
public Masses and closed church buildings, schools across the state were closed, and the 
first stay-at-home order was implemented. In the days and weeks prior, during late 
February and the beginning of March, there had been signs of what was to come: the virus 
had spread dramatically throughout China, passengers on cruise ships were being 
quarantined, Italy had cancelled public Masses, and numerous countries were cancelling 
international flights. For so many people, these signs were tantamount to the short notice 
that the Lord gives Ezekiel in the reading. It was hardly enough time to mentally and 
otherwise prepare for the uncertainty and severity of what was to come--just as Ezekiel 
barely had time to prepare for the death of his wife. 
     Everything in our lives can change so quickly: an unexpected medical diagnosis, a freak 
accident, a job loss, a natural disaster, the death of a loved one. The coronavirus has been a 
dramatic example of sudden change on a global scale, but many of us have also 
experienced how dramatically our lives can personally be altered by a single event or a 
single moment. 
     This reading comes from near the middle of the book of Ezekiel. The previous chapters 
have contained a litany of Israel's failings, faithlessness, and shortcomings culminating in 
this prophesy about the death of Ezekiel's wife and, symbolically, the destruction of 
Jerusalem. As the book continues, though, Ezekiel eventually prophesies a message of 
hope. The land will again bear fruit (chapter 36); God will put flesh on the dry bones 
(chapter 37); the Lord will return (chapter 43). 
     Today, then, let us be united with Ezekiel--in his silent grieving and lack of customary 
bread to eat, yes, but also in his continued faithfulness to God and trust that God will bear a 
message of hope and restoration to his people. St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us. 
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 

 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved. No part of the New 
American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.  
 



8/15 & 8/16/2020 Homily for the Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    
  When I was a high school student at St. Charles, I would sometimes have to take the 
bus to school from the University District of Columbus where I lived: first the High 
Street bus, then the East Broad Street bus out to Bexley. Heading east on Broad 
Street, I would often pass a small Episcopal church. I think, now, it was called Saint 
Paul's. It was all vine-covered, and it looked so very Episcopalian. And over its doors 
was the name and this verse from today's scripture: "An house of prayer for all 
peoples." That "An" always puzzled me until I realized it was quoting the King James 
Version of the Bible. It stuck with me all these years and now comes back to remind 
me and all of us of a central truth of Christian faith: that, in truth, there are no 
outsiders.  
     This is how one scripture scholar put it. He said, "Therefore, a major part of Jesus's 
ministry was to break down the cultural barriers that divided people, especially those 
who were outcasts in society. Jesus talked to foreigners, he ate with tax collectors, 
he forgave sinners and, he even touched the lepers. For him, holiness is not in the 
external things, but in a person's heart. As Christian," he concludes, "we are really 
brothers and sisters by choice, not by chance, but this also means that we have to 
resist the temptation to look at anyone as an outsider." 
     This was a truth that even Jesus as Son of God and woman had to learn, as is clear 
in this encounter with that Canaanite woman who just would not be put off by 
Jesus's initial reluctance to help her daughter. After jousting with her a bit, he would 
eventually tell her that she was a woman of great faith and heal her daughter. This is 
also reinforced in our first reading, where Isaiah speaks of God bringing the 
foreigners to his holy mountain, and then later, St. Paul reminds the Gentiles that 
God might have mercy on all, no matter how Jewish Christians marginalized them. 
     A photo and a story in the Newark Advocate this week spoke to me of some other 
women. They were nurses at SharonBrooke and Chapel Grove, moving back in those 
places for another month--at least--to care for residents. They were making such a 
tremendous personal sacrifice to those who were sequestered there by the 
pandemic. Those nursing care facilities indeed have become, then, a house of prayer 
for all peoples.  
     Let us remember them in our own prayers, and like that Canaanite woman, may 
all of us say to Jesus as well: "Lord, help me. Help me to bring the outsiders back 
inside our hearts and our lives as well." 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 
  



8/14/2020 Daily Reflection 

The following prayer comes from America magazine. It's entitled "Increase My 
Gratitude," and then next week, I'll use one called "Uncomplicate Me, God." This 
week, again, "Increase My Gratitude." 

God, sometimes I'm not grateful for what I have. Sometimes I forget that I have 
access to things that many people would consider luxuries: running water, clean 
food, a house with a bathroom inside, a comfortable place to sleep, a refrigerator, 
a television, screens on my windows, reliable electricity, even air conditioning. 

I know that many people in the world have none of these things, but sometimes I 
forget that, and I forget to be thankful. Please increase my gratitude for what I 
have, help me not to overlook the blessings in my life, and open my heart to those 
who do not have these things, both here and abroad. 

Teach me to do something to help my brothers and sisters who are struggling in 
any way: to donate money to charities, to pray for them, and--if I can--to work 
with them in some way.  

Increase my gratitude, God, and my compassion, too. Amen. 

~ Msgr. Paul Enke 

This prayer appeared in a pamphlet entitled "America: Prayers for You." It was anonymous, and no 
copyright information was given. 

  



8/13/2020 Daily Reflection 

    Today is August 13 and the feast of St. Pontian and St. Hippolytus, who have an 
incredible story of reconciliation and forgiveness.  
    In the beginning of the 3rd century, controversies surrounding who Jesus is 
started to divide the church in Rome, and a priest named Hippolytus found 
himself on the wrong side of history, believing Jesus to not be fully God. But more 
importantly, Hippolytus let controversy develop into a nasty grudge, where he 
accused the then-Pope Zephyrinus, who refused to make a decision quite yet, of 
being incompetent and unworthy to rule the Church of Rome. He censured him 
and completely severed his relationship with the Pope by having himself 
“elected” as a rival “anti-Pope.” 
    Years passed on and Hippolytus’s grudge and animosity only festered. 3 popes 
later, Hippolytus was captured by the Roman Empire and exiled to the island of 
Sardinia, likely dying in the mines. And who else happened to be captured at the 
same time and exiled to the same island? None other than Pope Pontian. 
Apparently the time together was well spent, and the two reconciled at last. Even 
Hippolytus’s dying words expressed his earnest desire for his followers to 
reconcile with Rome as well. Both of their remains were taken back to Rome. 
Both were recognized and highly honored as martyrs: proof of true reconciliation 
between them. 
    The lives of Hippolytus and Pontian stand as testaments to Jesus’s words in the 
Gospel today about the king who forgave his servant a huge debt. Even though 
Hippolytus had slandered Pontian and his predecessors, Pontian knew how much 
God had forgiven him. Filled with God’s mercy toward himself, Pontian gladly 
sought to forgive and reconcile with Hippolytus, who had made himself an 
enemy. That’s never easy, but it is an amazing witness to what God’s love can do 
in our hearts and in our relationships! 
    St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us. 
 
~ Zachary Ratliff, Youth Minister/Campus Minister 

 
 
  



8/12/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is Wednesday, August 12. What is the unforgivable sin?* To lose all hope in 
Jesus’s forgiveness.  Hope is truly a gift of the Holy Spirit. [In the first reading], Ezekiel 
talks of God destroying Israel except for those marked with the Greek and Hebrew letter 
Tau, the mark of the cross. They were marked based off their moanings at the sin 
surrounding them. In their moaning, they repented for not only their sins but the sins 
around them. Ezekiel goes on to tell that the presence of God left the temple out the 
East gate because the people – as is said later in the chapter – said God was no longer 
there to listen to them. God will not overstep the bounds of our free will. And so the 
presence of God left the temple.  
     Fast forward to the New Testament to Palm Sunday, standing in the street beside 
Jesus, the crowd pushing forward for a better view. Jesus, the presence of God in 
human form, entered Jerusalem through that same Eastern gate on Palm Sunday. He 
first walked to the temple, but he did not stay there. As Holy Week continued, He 
proceeded to suffer and die out of love for the forgiveness of our sins...to save us. He 
died on the cross: the same cross that marked those spared in Ezekiel. At the moment of 
Christ’s death, the veil in the temple was torn. The veil that separated the holy of holies 
from the rest of the temple was no longer a barrier. The holy of holies had long since 
ceased to house the Ark of the Covenant, and Jesus – the presence of God – had also 
walked out of the temple. The holy of holies, where the Jewish priest offered sacrifice 
for the atonement of sins, was no longer needed. Jesus, the perfect sacrifice, was the 
atonement for all sin. 
    What are we called to do then? Where must we seek God? In union with one another 
in the Church. 
Jesus begins today’s Gospel by telling to go directly to one’s brother to make amends. If 
all lesser means fail, unlike the Old Testament references, go to the Church. We are 
called to unity. The Gospel closes with the instruction: “Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). God 
is among us. And in unity in the sacrificial Body of Christ, we are in the presence of God. 
The sacrifice of the cross is why we mark ourselves with the cross every time we pray, 
just as the cross marked those in Ezekiel who were saved. 
 
~ Rebecca Bucknam, PSR Director  
 
+ Rebecca wishes to acknowledge the significant contribution of Ruth Sull in preparing this reflection. 
* On the "unforgivable sin," see the Catechism of the Catholic Church 1864 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights 
reserved. No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from 
the copyright owner.  

 

https://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s1c1a8.htm


 
8/11/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today is Tuesday, August 11th of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time. 
Today is the Memorial of St. Clare. Several years ago, in fact, I've been fortunate 
enough twice to visit Assisi in Italy and visit the shrine or the church where St. 
Clare still lies in state. St. Clare was a contemporary of St. Francis, and basically--
not basically, but did--form the women who became the Poor Clares. Of current 
fame, recent fame, Mother Angelica of EWTN was a Poor Clare. So, St. Clare, pray 
for us. 
     In today's Gospel reading from Matthew (18:1-5, 10, 12-14), we find Jesus 
again asking his disciples a question: who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven? He sets before them a child and says that we must become like children 
to enter into the kingdom of heaven. Again, a rather unusual requirement, but 
when you think about it, children are very trusting, very obedient (for the most 
part), and again, we must become like children--totally dependent on the father 
and mother and God in general if we want to become worthy of the kingdom of 
heaven. 
     Interesting that in today's reflection from the Magnificat, Mother Angelica, a 
Poor Clare nun, she writes in her reflection that that the disciples were "big, 
strong fishermen who had over the years acquired worldly ways, proud intellects, 
and stubborn wills"...and it was interesting that Jesus brings before them a 
trusting and simple child and says that we too must be trusting and simple in the 
love of our Father. So he often addressed the disciples as children. "Yes," she says, 
"you would thank the Father for hiding the mysteries of the kingdom from the 
learned and the clever and revealing them to mere children, for all those who 
belong to the Kingdom of Light were to be humble, simple, and loving children." 
     So, on this the 11th day of August in the year 2020, the year of the coronavirus, 
the question for all of us to ponder is: who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven? And Jesus said it is the children. Are we like children? Are we one day to 
be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven if we trust with simple obedience in 
Jesus Christ?  
     So have a great day, everybody, and St. Clare, pray for us. God bless. 
  
~ Deacon John Barbour 
 



Quotation excerpted from Mother Angelica: On God, His Home, and His 
Angels: EWTN Publishing, 2017, p. 116-117. Free preview available here. 
8/10/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
    On this Feast of St. Lawrence, August 10, 2020, the first reading for Mass is not 
from the Old Testament, but from the New. It's from 2 Corinthians 9:6-10, a beautiful 
meditation on giving in which St. Paul tells us, "Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, but whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully." Speaking of God, 
he also reminds us, "The one who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 
supply and multiply your seed and increase the harvest of your righteousness." 
Finally, he calls us to bear in mind that "God loves a cheerful giver." 
    St. Lawrence was indeed that cheerful giver. Back in the third century A.D., he was 
the first of seven deacons of Rome ordained by Pope Sixtus II, and he was in charge 
of giving alms to the poor. As the story goes, the Prefect of Rome demanded that he 
turn over the Church's riches, so Lawrence assembled those who were poor, sick, 
and otherwise afflicted, brought them to the Prefect, and declared that they were 
the true treasure of the Church. For this, he was martyred by being burned over a 
fire, during which he is said to have remarked to his persecutors, "Turn me over; I'm 
done on this side." 
    These stories about Lawrence depict him as giving himself cheerfully with joy and 
humor, even to the point of giving his very life. Now, nearly two millennia later, the 
life of St. Lawrence still serves as a shining example of charity for the entire Church. 
He sowed bountifully and trusted God to multiply the harvest -- and God is 
continuing to do so, even today. 
    Sometimes, when charitable organizations solicit donations, they offer a match: 
for every dollar that is given, it will be matched with fifty cents or seventy-five cents 
or another dollar, thereby increasing the value of the donation. God wants to do this 
with our entire lives. He wants to multiply and increase the harvest reaped by all that 
we sow and all that we give--not just money, but our time, our talents, and our very 
selves in loving service to one another.  
    Today, let us each pray for the grace to be such a cheerful giver, from now until 
the hour of our death. 
    St. Lawrence and St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us. 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights 
reserved. No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from 
the copyright owner.  

 

  

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Mother_Angelica_on_God_His_Home_and_His/a-RDDwAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=fishermen


8/8 & 8/9/2020 Homily for the Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
     Today's Gospel is fitting with the hurricane/tropical storm that has been battering 
our eastern coast. I prepare my homily for this Mass on Tuesday, so it does not allow 
me, then, the opportunity to know just how bad that storm will have been. I pray it 
will have spared human lives as it makes its way north. On this Thursday morning, I 
realize that as bad as it was, it could have been worse. 
     I've only been on rough seas once. It was years ago, some 25-plus years, when I 
ventured out to the Skellig Islands off the County Kerry coast of Ireland. We had 
been warned, I and the other tourists, by the rather foul-mouthed captain that we 
would have only 30 minutes on the island where there are so many ancient ruins of 
monastic settlements that still survive. And by the tone of his voice, I knew he meant 
business, and I was not going to push my luck that day and end up there overnight 
because his boat was headed home: with or without us. Accompanying me that day 
was Fr. David Sizemore, who was then a seminarian. As always, he pushed his luck a 
bit and made it back with just seconds to go. That'll teach him, I thought, but it 
didn't. All the way back, the winds blew fiercely, and the waves washed over us as 
we rocked back and forth in the rear of that boat--some twenty of us. So I think I 
know how Peter and the apostles felt out there on the sea that day. 
     A boat has long been the symbol of the Church in the world. Our own building 
here at St. Edward's reflects that image of the church, as we can look up to the 
ceiling and see the outlines of a boat's interior. And that design reminds us that 
Jesus--the Jesus of our Gospel--is in our boat too, because here too, Jesus comes to 
our boat--our church--that we might be indeed saved from the rocky seas of the 
COVID pandemic. In every storm that threatens our lifeboat, Jesus comes to call us to 
faith, to catch, as he did St. Peter before us. When we think we're drowning, to 
accompany us back to safety and bring calm to all the troubled seas of our lives. 
     On my desk at home, I have before me a card that was sent to me when my 
brother Mark died with an expression of sympathy, and it also depicts those Skellig 
Islands surrounded by a stormy sea and wind-blown seabirds. But elsewhere in my 
rectory, I have those same islands captured on a beautiful sunny day. What a 
contrast. It reminds me, and I hope you too, that be the weather in our boats fair or 
foul, Jesus says to all of us--once again--he says, "Come," as we say to the Lord, 
"Lord, save us." 
     And so, to all of you I say: with Jesus in the boat with us, there will be--whether 
we believe it or not right now--there will be more smooth sailing ahead. 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 
  



8/7/2020 Daily Reflection 

Here follows a reflective poem by the late Brian Doyle as we all get ready for a 
school year which holds a great number of challenges for all of us. The reflection 
is called "The Morning Bus." 

Click here to read the text of the poem in Eureka Street, a publication of the 
Australian Jesuits.  

~ Msgr. Paul Enke 

 
 
  

https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article/windows-to-grace-on-the-school-bus
https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article/windows-to-grace-on-the-school-bus


8/6/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
    Today is August 6, 2020, and Happy Feast of the Transfiguration! I always try to find some 
way to celebrate on these special feasts of the Church, whether it’s as simple as spending 
some extra moments in prayer, or baking some cupcakes, or opening a bottle of wine to 
drink with dinner! However you celebrate today’s feast, remember that the feast of the 
Transfiguration is a feast of hope! 
     Today’s first reading comes from Daniel, who lived during the Babylonian exile, a 
national crisis maybe as difficult as the COVID pandemic—more than half of Israel was 
forcefully relocated from their homes to stay captive in Babylon. However, Daniel’s vision 
brings hope of future restoration and glory: 

I saw One like a Son of man coming, on the clouds of heaven; when he reached the 
ancient one and was presented before him the one like a Son of man received 
dominion, glory, and kingship; all peoples, nations, and languages serve him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not be taken away, his kingship shall 
not be destroyed. (Daniel 7:13-14)    

      In today’s gospel, the days are ticking by until Jesus is to be handed over, publicly 
humiliated, and crucified. And while the apostles don’t quite realize that yet, Jesus knows 
the kind of despair they’ll experience. The Transfiguration is a sign of Jesus’s future glory 
and restoration in the Resurrection: 

 And he was transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun and his clothes 
became white as light…a bright cloud cast a shadow over them, then from the cloud 
came a voice that said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to 
him.” (Matthew 17:2, 5) 

     Finally, Peter’s letter in the second reading tells us one more place to find hope: you! 
Earlier in the same letter, St. Peter tells us that we are called to share in the divine nature. 
And today, he tells us to safeguard it: 

Moreover, we possess the prophetic message that is altogether reliable. You will do 
well to be attentive to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts.  (2 Peter 1:19) 

     So by imitating Jesus and conforming ourselves to him, we become transfigured as well! 
That may not mean that we see light coming out of our fingers or burgundy sweaters turn 
to white. But it does mean that everything we do has extraordinary meaning and purpose 
when we are conformed to Christ. And when you speak like Jesus, love like Jesus, and pray 
like Jesus, you give others hope, just like Jesus on that mountain. 
     Our feast today is a poignant reminder of the glory and hope we are capable of giving 
through Jesus. St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us! 
 
~ Zachary Ratliff, Youth Minister/Campus Minister 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved. No part of the New 
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8/5/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
Today is Wednesday, August 5. The Gospel today (Matthew 15:21-28) is about the 
Canaanite woman who begged Jesus to heal her daughter from a demon, but he 
initially seemed to ignore her. The following is an excerpt from Bishop Olmsted’s 
homily on this reading. 
 

Click here for the full homily text from Bishop Olmsted of the Diocese of Phoenix. 
 
~ Rebecca Bucknam, PSR Director 
 
 
  

https://dphx.org/a-canaanite-womans-great-faith/


8/4/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
     Today, August 4, 2020, is the memorial of St. John Vianney. A Frenchman who 
was ordained as a priest in 1815, he spent decades of his life devotedly serving his 
parishioners and all who came from near and far to confess their sins to him. He is 
the patron saint of parish priests.   
     One of the options for today's Gospel reading is a shortened version of 
yesterday's passage from Matthew--the walking on water account (Matthew 
14:22-26). The other option from the fifteenth chapter of Matthew ends with a 
phrase that has entered into the popular vocabulary of even those who are not 
Christian. Jesus tells his disciples to leave the Pharisees alone, saying that "...they 
are blind guides of the blind. If a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall into a 
pit." (Matthew 15:14) 
     Today, then, is a fine day for us to offer prayers specifically for Msgr. Enke, Fr. 
Gribble, and all of the priests who serve in parishes throughout our diocese, state, 
country, and world. They are entrusted with the great responsibility of 
shepherding and caring for many souls. They are, in a special way, called to be 
faithful disciples who see clearly so that they may lead and serve those entrusted 
to their care. 
     Through the intercession of St. John Vianney, may God protect and bless our 
priests, and may all of us--God's beloved people--be shielded from the blindness 
of sin so that we may see clearly the light of Christ, our salvation and our hope. 
     St. Edward the Confessor and St. John Vianney, pray for us. 
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by 
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8/3/2020 Daily Reflection 
 
    The Gospel reading for today, August 3, 2020, is a well-known passage from 
Matthew, chapter 14. It's the account of the stormy night when Jesus walks on 
the water, Peter walks on the water until he becomes frightened, and then Jesus 
saves him and chastises him for his lack of faith. 
    Thanks to the overlapping cycles of readings--a three-year cycle on Sundays and 
a two-year cycle on weekdays--we will hear this same story again during Mass this 
coming Sunday. 
    The parallels to our current global and personal situations are clear, and they 
don't need much explanation: feeling as though we are in a storm-tossed boat, 
knowing that Jesus calls us and strengthens us to do things we would never have 
thought possible, yet being frightened, doubting, and questioning our faith 
nonetheless.   
    So today, I would invite us to consider prayerfully reading this Gospel and then 
using this image as a reflection for our prayer throughout the week to come. Let 
us ask God for the strength to trust in him, and in our struggles each day, let us 
ask God to strengthen our faith so that we can follow his command to come to 
him.  
    Then, when we hear this Gospel again on Sunday, hopefully we can look back at 
the week that will have passed and recognize that Jesus was indeed with us 
amidst the daily storms of our lives. Hopefully, then, we will be able to make the 
prayer of the apostles in the boat our own prayer: to do him homage and say, 
"Truly, you are the Son of God." (Matthew 14:33) 
    St. Edward the Confessor, pray for us.  
 
~ Paul Radkowski, Director of Music/Campus Minister 
 
  



8/1 & 8/2/2020 Homily for the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
     At the very moment that we are taping this Mass on Thursday morning, Presidents 
Bush, Clinton, and Obama--along with other mourners--are attending the funeral of 
Congressman John Lewis at the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta. Last Sunday, after 
our 10:00 Mass, I watched the horse-drawn cart carrying his body for the last time over 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge. Of course, this was the site of Bloody Sunday in 1965, where 
he was severely beaten--along with many other marchers--for their efforts to advance 
the civil rights of black citizens. 
     Lewis would go on to be one of the founders of SNCC, to be present in the hotel room 
of Bobby Kennedy on the night that he was gunned down. He was the first and youngest 
speaker at the March on Washington at the Lincoln Memorial. Later, he would serve as 
a member of the House of Representatives for over thirty years. He had come a long 
way from being arrested forty times for his non-violent protest against racism in our 
country. 
     The inspiration was, for him, for everything he did, Jesus Christ and love. And there 
are two little words that link John Lewis and Jesus Christ. And those two little words are 
"good trouble"...because those are the words that he had told his sharecropper family 
when they had advised him as he grew up in the South to just lay low.  
     And here's what I mean from today's Gospel. We heard, "When it was evening, the 
disciples approached [Jesus] and said, 'This is a deserted place and it is already late; 
dismiss the crowds so that they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves.'" 
And then Jesus, ever the good trouble practitioner, tells them, “There is no need for 
them to go away; give them some food yourselves.” (Matthew 14:15-16) 
     The disciples' request had been utterly reasonable, of course, but Jesus showed them 
and us that, practicing good trouble, what they could do with just those five loaves and 
two fish. With just that, they could make sure all could eat and go home satisfied that 
night: a much better outcome than sending them home on empty stomachs. And I'm 
sure that, probably, those disciples might have grumbled a bit. 
     God knows there are enough people in our world today who want to make bad 
trouble for others. Resist that, my dear friends. Let us, then, follow the example of Jesus 
today, and with him and John Lewis in finding--the week ahead--ways to make a whole 
lot of good trouble. 
     And may I suggest something as simple perhaps as simply wearing a mask. 
 
~ Msgr. Paul Enke 
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