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A Unique Motherhood 

During the time of the Japanese martyrs, a magistrate of Nagasaki came up with a shrewd way of finding under-
ground Catholics so that he could kill them.  He would bring peasants in for interrogation and ask them to spit on a 
crucifix and call the Virgin Mary a horrible name—one that I would never repeat here.  If they couldn’t bring them-
selves to do it, the magistrate knew that he had found a Catholic. 

 
That evil official capitalized on a very profound truth.  As an ancient homily says, Catholics manifest a kind of instinc-
tive devotion to Mary which faith gives them as second nature.  By challenging Catholics to violate that “instinctive 
devotion,” the magistrate was able to identify them easily.   

 
On January 1, we celebrate the feast of Mary, Mother of God.  I suggest that at this point in our history, we need her 
motherhood more than ever.  One of the things that mothers instinctively do is keep their children together.  They 
want to heal divisions among them.  Before my own mother’s death, she was a unifying force in my family.  At Christ-
mastime, I knew that at least some of my brothers and sisters would be gathering wherever Mom was.  Since her 
death, it’s different.  Some years we’re not quite sure where people will be gathering, or if we’ll be gathering at all. 

 
Mary has a very similar role in the Church.  She loves us and wants to see her children united regardless of their per-
sonality, age, ethnic background, or their views on current events.  

 
Years ago, I came across the following litany to Mary on the wall of a rectory where I was giving a parish mission. I 
often pray it for the retreat center. Will you join me in praying it for your home as well?  

Poverty of Mary, be the riches of this house. 

Silence of Mary, be the music of this house. 

Meekness of Mary, be the peace of this house. 

Detachment of Mary, be the freedom of this house. 

Humility of Mary, hide the good of this house. 

Faith of Mary, provide for this house. 

Sweetness of Mary, lighten the toil of this house. 

Obedience of Mary, govern this house. 

Purity of Mary, be the cleanness of this house. 

Mortification of Mary, guard the portals of this house. 

Hope of Mary, sustain this house. 

Patience of Mary, be the strength of this house. 

Simplicity of Mary, be the harmony of this house. 

Tenderness of Mary, be the warmth of this house. 

Prayer of Mary, be the spirit of this house. 

Wisdom of Mary, illumine this house. 

Love of Mary, radiate from this house.  

Amen. 

Under the Mantle of Mary 

In Christ and Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 

 
Rev. Mark S. Yavarone, OMV  

http://www.olph-retreat.org
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A New Year… a Little Refresh! 

OLPH’s Fountain Returns 

A special thank you to Lynn and Michael McDonald for their gener-
ous donation to replace our fountain pump.  If you had come by 
the retreat center over the summer, you would have seen how our 
lake had nearly become a desert with the lack of water.  The previ-
ous fountain pump got damaged by mud and silt.  How nice it is to 
see the water sprouting from the lake again!   

 

Saturday, February 19, 2022 

Chelsea Center @ St. Thomas More, Sarasota 

6:00 to 10:00 pm 

Have you purchased your tickets for the Butterfly Ball?  This fundraiser event will help mark 

the 25th anniversary of OLPH.  Bishop Dewane will join Fr. Mark and Fr. Lino, in a lovely even-

ing of music, fine dining, and fun.  Here is a little overview of some of our live auction items.  

• Wine Tasting and small bites for up to twenty people (includes tasting 8 themed wines) 

• 8-days/7-nights Oceanfront stay at the Kahana Villa Resorts in Maui  

• 8-days/7-nights 2 bedroom/2 bathroom stay at the 5-star Castlemartyr Resort in Cork, Ireland 

• 8-days/7-nights 4-bedroom lakefront property in Lake Como, Italy 

• 8-days/7-nights at a 4-Diamond resorts for two adults in either Cancun-Riviera Maya, Los Cabos, or Nuevo Vallarta 

• Sonoma, CA Winery Tour & Tastings, including chauffeur, picnic lunch, and a 3-night stay for 2 at the Fairmont Sonoma Mis-
sion Inn (including daily breakfast) 

We will also have over 30 fabulous silent auction items, a variety of musical entertainers (and dance floor), gourmet 
appetizers and dinner, and three open beer/wine bars.  Tickets are $150.  This event benefits OLPH’s capital improve-
ments and the OLPH Endowment Fund.   

Questions? Please contact Simona Handley at (941) 486-0233 or Handley@olph-retreat.org or visit our website.  

New Paint in the Dining Room 

Once again, our fabulous volunteers John Meyer and Michael Day, working alongside OLPH’s 
Brian and Chuck, took the opportunity over the Christmas holiday to refresh our Dining Room 
with new paint.  We think the new color brightens up the room, as well as better matches our 
linens and window treatments.  We hope you agree! 

Thank you to our Sponsors and Underwriters! 

St. William, St. Columbkille, St. Agnes, Our Lady of Lourdes, St. Katharine Drexel, St. Michael the Archangel, St. John the  

Evangelist, Church of St. Patrick, St. Thomas More, St. Joseph, SS Peter and Paul the Apostles, St. Maximilian Kolbe,  

St. Raphael, Oblates of the Virgin Mary, Lynn & Michael McDonald, Jessica Dirkes, Linda Falco, and Monica & Mark Osterhaus 

Interested in having a special message printed in the Butterfly Ball Program?   

Cost: $10.00  —  Deadline: January 17, 2022 

Click Here 

https://www.castlemartyrresort.ie/
mailto:Handley@olph-retreat.org?subject=Butterfly%20Ball%20Inquiry
https://olph-retreat.org/olph-2022-butterfly-ball
https://olph-retreat.org/butterfly-ball-program-message
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A Look Back 

As we prepare for the 25th anniversary of the dedication of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Retreat and Spirituality Center, we thought it would be nice to reflect on how the 5th and 
10th Anniversaries were celebrated.  How many of you remember these events? 

On November 2, 2001, 300 attendees celebrated OLPH’s 5th Anniversary.  John and Lorna 
McGrory served as Honorary Chairpersons, with a team of a dozen committee volunteers.  
The event was held at Michael’s on East in Sarasota and was entitled the “Miracle on the 
Myakka”, honoring Fr. Charlie Mallen, C.Ss.R.  No luxury of the internet back then… every-
thing from advertising to tickets to donation requests was paper-based and processed 
manually.  How fun to look through the files and see copies of typed letters and faxes! The ticket price was $125 and 
the evening included music by the DeLeon Band. The event was scheduled from 6:00 pm to midnight.  Wow… how 
spry we were back then to last that long! 

Our 10th anniversary was celebrated on November 4, 2006 at the St. Thomas More Chelsea Center in Sarasota from 
6:00—10:00 pm.  The ticket price remained at $125. Michael and Mary Horlick served as Chairpersons, working with 
seven committee leads and an advisory board of ten.  Music was offered by Weulcia Wilkins and the dinner was ca-
tered by Mattison’s Restaurant.  A special award was bestowed upon Sr. Carmella DeCosty, SNJM.  The primary auc-
tion item was a barbeque for twelve, hosted by Fr. Charlie and Sr. Carmella. Looking back, wouldn’t we all have want-
ed to be at that BBQ! 

On February 19th, 2022, we return to the St. Thomas More Chelsea Center to celebrate our 25th anniversary. Our 
volunteer committee of five, led by our Chairperson Irene Bauer, is small but mighty!  We started our event planning 
in April 2021 and have had the luxury of technology to assist us throughout the process.  All information regarding the 
gala is easily accessible on our website. It has been over sixteen years since our last anniversary event and we had to 
raise our ticket prices from $125 to $150, but are very happy to have locked in rates with the caterers and other ven-
dors prior to the price surges we are all experiencing today.   

We have entitled the event the “Butterfly Ball”, symbolizing the metamorphosis of OLPH from a remote wilderness to 
the place of beauty and spirituality it has become.  The blue and gold colors applied throughout the communications, 
invitations, and venue represent the colors in our logo.  OLPH would like to thank Linda Falco, Keith and Carla Geurts, 
and Erica Maun for leading their small committee teams! 

Happy Birthday  

Volunteers! 
Happy Birthday to Ruth Rabalais and all the  

Volunteers celebrating a birthday in January! 

Do you celebrate a January birthday and we 

missed it?  Happy Birthday!  Please send an 

email to handley@olph-retreat.org with your 

birthday month and day so we can put it in 

our database! 

Welcoming Our Guests 

In December, we hosted over a dozen private retreatants 
and several groups including the Incarnation Church staff, 
Women 11th Step, and our Annual Advent Retreat hosted 
by Patty Merlo. 

We would like to thank all the volunteers who helped us 
during these retreats, especially since Ramiro has been 
out.  Ramiro is expected to return in January. 

In January, we will be hosting bishops from the Midwest  
and the Philadelphia Archdiocese, as well as the DOV Dea-
cons, Epiphany Cathedral Emmaus, St. Isabel’s Men’s Club, 
DOV Education Department, and St. Francis of Assisi. 

In addition, our 30 day retreatants commence their retreat 
on January 23rd.  A busy month ahead!!    

 

mailto:handley@olph-retreat.org?subject=Volunteer%20Birthday
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

A Matt Talbot retreat is for people of all faiths and is an opportunity for recovering alcoholics to enhance their spiritu-
ality and sober way of life.  Those who participate in these retreats are recovering alcoholics that attend the 12-step 
program through AA.  Deacon Thomas Evrard, the Retreat Leader, has been a Retreat Director for 15 years, especially 
with 12-Step Groups, and has been a member of the Matt Talbot Group #54 since 1981.  He is trained in spiritual 
matters and will give conferences on various topics several times during the weekend, bringing valuable insights into 
the spiritual element of the disease of alcoholism. The Matt Talbot retreat is private and everything is confiden-
tial.  The cost is $325 for a private room / $225 for a shared room and includes all meals, cleaning, and FL tax.   

To register: olph-retreat.org/group-retreat-registration  

 

 

            Feb. 25-27, 2022 

This weekend retreat will be led by Deacon Scott Little.  Join us for a chance to open our hearts to the grace of the 
marriage vocation.  Couples are invited to spend some time with each other to explore God's grace.  What has our 
marriage meant to us?  What has He taught and what is left for us to learn?  Scripture, prayer, papal teaching, fellow-
ship, and the Eucharist will help us grow closer to our Lord and each other.  The weekend event begins on Friday 
afternoon and concludes on Sunday afternoon.  The cost is $450 per couple, which includes private room, meals, 
cleaning, and FL tax.   

To register: https://olph-retreat.org/couples-retreat 

Go to  
www.olph-retreat.org/schedule-of-events  

to view all our events 

 

 

The Monthly Day of Prayer will not be offered in January; however, the retreat will resume in February.  The next 
Wednesday session is on February 9th and the Sunday session is on February 13th.  The day begins at 9:30 am with 
continental breakfast and includes two conferences, lunch, Eucharistic Adoration, Mass, and opportunities for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, private meditation and prayer.  The day concludes with Mass, ending at 3:15 pm.   The 
cost is $40.00.  Note: the conference topics are the same for the Sunday and Wednesday sessions in each respective 
month, so please choose the day that is compatible with your schedule. 

To register: www.olph-retreat.org/monthly-day-of-prayer  

Note: The March session will be on March 2nd (Ash Wednesday) instead of the second Wednesday 

https://olph-retreat.org/group-retreat-registration
https://olph-retreat.org/couples-retreat
http://www.olph-retreat.org/schedule-of-events
https://olph-retreat.org/monthly-day-of-prayer

