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I have often noticed that funerals come and go too quickly. Family and friends come from out of town, attend the 

funeral Mass and burial, gather briefly, and then return to their busy lives. I am left wondering if they have really 

grieved sufficiently, let alone pondered the fact that the bell will soon toll for them.  

In the weeks since Hurricane Ian, I have had a similar feeling. I heard it 

said that in one location, it will only be two months before everything 

looks as it did before the storm; in another place it may take two years, 

but soon enough it will be “paradise” again. Has the destruction not 

reminded us that there is only one Paradise, and that our earthly 

dwellings are like a motel: a temporary place to stay on the way to our 

lasting home? 

St. Ignatius of Loyola wisely reminds us of this truth at the very 

beginning of the Spiritual Exercises, which we use so often for retreats 

at Our Lady of Perpetual Help. He says, “Man is created to praise, 

reverence, and serve God our Lord, and by this means to save his soul.” 

Ignatius then builds on this truth to lead us step by step to a deep union with God and good decisions about our 

earthly life. 

The mission of our retreat center is to help others to deeply interiorize this truth: anything that helps us toward 

salvation is good and should be pursued; anything that impedes it is evil and should be avoided. Far from 

minimizing the importance of our earthly life, this truth invests everything that is good in this world with eternal 

value. That is why the great saints have always been concerned with making the world a better place, not merely 

holding on until they see God face to face. 

I do not need to tell you that we are facing more obstacles than ever as we continue this mission. As I write these 

words, four feet of drywall has been removed from every wall in each building of the retreat center. After having 

soaked in about a foot of water from the Myakka River for nine days until the waters receded, the vast majority 

of the contents of those buildings has been thrown away. You can follow the recovery effort month by month, on 

our website. 

What remains is the dizzying task of rebuilding. There is also an opportunity here; the destruction may allow us to 

make some modifications that our guests have long suggested. Reconstruction of the villa walls could provide us 

with the opportunity to add sound insulation between the rooms to increase privacy and facilitate prayer. The 

total loss of the air conditioners in the villas may lead to the purchase of quieter ones that will allow for a better 

night’s sleep. 

The immediate challenge is that each month we are closed represents a net loss of about $13,000 in retreat 

income, not including the cancelled retreats for which refunds have been requested. Our educated guess is that 

it will take at least three months before any of our buildings can reopen. In addition, because of the monthly loan 
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payment on our new roofs, 20% less of our Diocesan subsidy is available for operating expenses. Normally, this 

subsidy barely covers the salaries of our staff; the rest of the normal operating budget is up to us to supply. 

As I have said before, we try to keep our asking to a minimum—an appeal in fall and in spring, and one annual 

fundraising event. This year was a bit different; in the wake of Hurricane Ian so many of you asked how you could 

help that I sent a message on October 16 to everyone who had written to me. We are reaching out now at the 

normal time of our Fall Appeal. If you are able to give a free will donation, you can do so by sending a check 

payable to OLPH to the post office box that we have obtained for this purpose (OLPH; PO Box 1219; Venice, FL  

34284). Please write “Hurricane Ian” in the memo.  You can also donate online by clicking here.  If you have already 

donated, my heartfelt “Thank You.” 

I conclude by sharing two marvelous signs of hope. Epiphany 

Cathedral and Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Venice have been very 

generous in allowing us to host our day retreats at their facilities. 

The Servant to Master; Friend to Friend retreat held on October 22 

at Epiphany Cathedral drew about 40 attendees, and many 

recognized the retreat as an unusually powerful occasion of grace. 

You can view our schedule of off-site events by clicking here. 

And, somehow, a few of our plants managed to survive being 

submerged for over a week. I took the photo of the plant at right on 

Tuesday, October 18 in front of Villa II, when its single new flower 

took me by surprise! 

I invite you to walk with us in this hope of a new beginning at OLPH in the months to come. 

 

In Christ and Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 

 

Rev. Mark Yavarone, OMV 

Director 
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