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The Price in Blood 
 

Priests are sometimes reminded by their people that a speech doesn’t have to be long to be good.  That is certainly 
true of Abraham Lincoln’s Second Inaugural, which may be the greatest speech in American history. 
 
The speech is a masterpiece because President Lincoln understood that actions have consequences.  The Civil War 
had raged for four years, and all were hoping that it would end quickly.  But Lincoln also understood that it was some-
how fitting for the war to be terrible, because slavery was terrible.  He said: 
 

“Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if 
God wills that it continue until . . .  every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn 
with the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said, ‘the judgments of the Lord 
are true and righteous altogether.’” 

 
Actions have consequences. 250 years of slavery couldn’t just disappear without a heavy price in blood, and Lin-
coln sensed it.  Little did he know that about one month after his speech, the blood would be his own. 
 
Sin and its effects never just disappear.  So, what is a just and loving God to do who wishes to save us from all of 
sin’s devastation?  Our faith teaches us God’s answer to this question: He becomes the suffering servant who 
takes onto Himself the sins of the world, including yours and mine. 
 
Christ’s saving blood is applied to our souls whenever we confess our sins to one of His priests.  Bishop Frank Dewane 
has asked that every parish in the Diocese of Venice be open for confessions from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday, April 8, 
and from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, April 9. Those outside the Diocese can certainly check with their local Parish for 
confession times or the availability of a Penance Service. 
 
As we continue the journey of Lent, I invite you once again to receive the mercy of God, won for us at such a high cost 
and poured out for us so freely. 
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Contact Us 

(941) 486-0233 

Fr. Mark Yavarone, OMV   ext. 3007 

Fr. Lino Estadilla, OMV       ext. 3008 

Denise Riley                 ext. 3004 

In Christ and Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 

 
Rev. Mark S. Yavarone, OMV  

Easter Triduum Retreat 

There are two spots remaining for the 2022 Easter 

Triduum retreat. Please see the last page of this 

newsletter, or our website, for more information.   

http://www.olph-retreat.org
http://www.olph-retreat.org
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On February 19th, OLPH held their Butterfly Ball at St. Thomas More’s Chelsea Center in Sarasota. The event was 
attended by 240 patrons, including Bishop Frank J. Dewane and all of OLPH’s past and present Directors and Adminis-
trators (pictured below).   

The event included a Quilt Raffle, Silent 
Auction, and Live Auction. The Gift 
from the Heart moment included a six-
minute video featuring interviews from 
several past and present retreatants, 
volunteers, and staff.  

A special Thank You to Bill Wagy for 
creating such a memorable video that 
captures the heart and spirit of OLPH! 

The video is on the OLPH website, and 
can also be accessed by clicking here. 

 

The funds raised by the event will serve two primary purposes: 1) Much needed capital replacement and improve-
ments for our villa buildings and 2) Contribution to the OLPH Endowment Fund, which will help subsidize individuals 
who are unable to pay the full price of a retreat. 

Our goal was to raise enough funds to replace 
the original flooring and several 12+ years old 
air conditioning units in two of the villa build-
ings.  Thanks to the generosity of so many, we 
are pleased to have raised enough funds to 
replace the musty carpet in three villas with 
new flooring, as well as replace all antiquated 
bedroom air conditioning units that we can no 
longer obtain parts and filters for.   

Two of our kind volunteers have already 
offered their time and service to help with the 
flooring installation and A/C replacement!  Our goal is to commence work on these efforts prior to the hot and rainy 
summer season, working around group retreats scheduled to use the villas.  We will keep you posted on our progress! 

Finally, a special Thank You to all of our volunteers that helped setup the Chelsea Center. Their efforts for over ten 
hours the day before, and several hours the day of, the event helped transform the ballroom into a beautiful and   
elegant venue enjoyed by everyone! 

Volunteer Appreciation Brunch 

Are you a current volunteer?   

Please look in your email for an invitation to our 

Spring Volunteer Appreciation Brunch.  The event will 

be on Tuesday April 19, 2022.  Fr. Mark Yavarone, 

OMV will celebrate Mass at 9:30, followed by Brunch 

in the Dining Room. 

You may RSVP by April 12, 2022 via our website or 

click here. 

Mother’s Day 

This year, Mother’s Day falls on Sunday, May 10. This 

is also the day of our Monthly Day of Prayer retreat.  

Consider spending the day with your mother or 

daughter at the Monthly Day of Prayer! Fr. Lino will be  

presiding over the day. 

The cost is $40 and includes a continental breakfast, 

lunch, two conferences, and Mass.  The day concludes 

at 3:15.  To register, click here. 

http://www.vimeo.com/689759472
https://olph-retreat.org/volunteer-appreciation
https://olph-retreat.org/monthly-day-of-prayer
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The OLPH Villas 

As mentioned on the previous page, a portion of the funds raised through the OLPH Butterfly Ball will go to capital 

improvements and repairs of several of our villa buildings.  This article provides a little more information on our villas. 

OLPH has four villa buildings of varying sizes that accommodate overnight individual and group retreatants, totaling 

26 private bedrooms with an ensuite bathroom.  Each villa has a shared sitting area and kitchenette.  In addition, Villa 

I, where most private retreatants reside during their stay, also includes a small chapel for private prayer and contem-

plation.   

The villas are named after the parishes that sponsored 

their construction. Villa I (pictured to the right), was a gift 

from St. Bernard Parish in Holmes Beach. It was com-

pleted in 1995 and consists of 4 private bedrooms. That 

same year, Villa II, a gift from St. Francis Xavier Parish 

located in Fort Myers, was also completed. The accom-

modations and floor plan of Villa I and II are identical.   

Villa III was completed in 1997. It is named Our Lady of 

Lourdes, after the Venice parish that funded its con-

struction. It consists of eight bedrooms and is most 

often used for group retreatants.   

Plans for Villa IV were made in 2000-2001, and discus-

sions with the Diocese began regarding the funding. The 

goal was to make this a larger villa to help accommodate 

the growing number of group retreats.  Bishop Nevins gave permission for the construction of the villa if matching 

funds could be obtained. St. William’s parish, of Naples, was approached to assist, and half of the cost of the ten-

room villa was donated. This villa was completed in June 2002.  The original flooring for Villa IV was replaced this past 

August with the financial assistance of an anonymous donor and the hard work of OLPH staff and volunteers.  It is our 

goal to replace the carpet in Villa I, II, and III with the same flooring using funds raised at the Butterfly Ball. 

 

Happy Birthday  

Volunteers! 

Happy Birthday to Lois Koch, Renee MacDonald, 

Alida Yoezle and all volunteers celebrating a 

birthday in April! 

Do you celebrate an April birthday and we missed 

it?  Happy Birthday!  Please send an email to  

handley@olph-retreat.org with your birthday 

month and day so we can put it in our database! 

Welcoming our Retreatants! 

We are blessed to have hosted several group retreats in 

March including St. Charles Borromeo’s staff, a group of 

13 Polish Redemptorist priests from throughout the U.S. 

and Poland, the Epiphany Women’s and Men’s Emmaus 

groups, Sacred Heart Women’s Guild, twenty gentlemen 

for the Matt Talbot retreat, and the DOV Lenten lunch-

eon and afternoon retreat.  

Interested in hosting a group retreat for your club, organ-

ization, or parish? Our facilities are available for a day 

retreat, including lunch, or a multi-day/weekend retreat. 

To learn more, please contact Denise Riley at riley@olph-

retreat.org or (941) 486-0233. 

mailto:handley@olph-retreat.org?subject=Volunteer%20Birthday
mailto:riley@olph-retreat.org
mailto:@olph-retreat.org
mailto:riley@olph-retreat.org
mailto:@olph-retreat.org
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

            Apr 14-17, 2022 

This retreat begins with supper on Holy Thursday and ends with breakfast on Easter Sunday. The liturgies of the Lord’s 
Supper, Way of the Cross, Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion, Easter Vigil, and Sunrise Easter Liturgy are celebrat-
ed.  A series of six 1-hour conferences on varying topics is offered throughout the retreat.  In addition, the opportunity 
for Confession is available. The cost is $450 for a private room and $275 for a shared room, which includes private 
room, meals, cleaning, and FL tax.  Click here for a schedule  (NOTE: only 2 spots remain) 

 

 

The Monthly Day of Prayer will be offered on the following dates: 

   April 13th  May 8th (Mother’s Day)   May 11th 

The day begins at 9:30 am with continental breakfast and includes two conferences, lunch, Eucharistic Adoration, 
Mass, and opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, private meditation, and prayer.  The day concludes with 
Mass, ending at 3:15 pm.  The cost is $40.00. Note: the conference topics are the same for each session in a respec-
tive month, so please choose the day that is compatible with your schedule. 

Click here to register  

 

 

          May 20-23, 2022 

This silent retreat will introduce you to the great themes of the Spiritual Exercises in a group setting. The schedule 
includes conferences each day, daily Mass, and an opportunity to meet at least once with the retreat director for Con-
fession and/or spiritual direction.  Conference topics center on Ignatian spirituality, prayer, and discernment. A      
private room and all meals are provided. The cost is $450 for a private room, which includes private room, meals, 
cleaning, and FL tax.   (NOTE: only 4 spots remain) 

To register for a Group Retreat or view our schedule, please go to: 
www.olph-retreat.org/schedule-of-events  

Interested in a Private Retreat? 
 

OLPH offers 1, 3, 5, and 8-day private retreats.   

Our late summer/fall schedule has been published on 
our website.  Click here to view the schedule. 

file:///C:/Users/SimonaHandley/OneDrive - Diocese of Venice/Retreat Attendee List/Triduum 2022/OLPH Triduum 2022 - Draft Schedule (12-2021).pdf
https://olph-retreat.org/monthly-day-of-prayer
http://www.olph-retreat.org/schedule-of-events
https://olph-retreat.org/individual-retreat-calendar

