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                                           SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2016 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

MARY’S MONTH OF OCTOBER 
CREATED, LOVED, REDEEMED BY GOD – AN INVITATION TO RESPECT ALL HUMAN LIFE 

     Many of us may take for granted, at least sometimes, that we are created, loved and redeemed by God. 

Distracted as we are by the noise and activity of daily life, we have to take time to reflect on the universal human question: Who am I, 

and what am I doing here? 

     When our Old Testament ancestors lost their spiritual and moral bearings, God the Father sent His Son, Jesus, to take on our 

humanity – becoming a man - to show us the radical, total nature of God’s love for all of us. His love is personal, passionate and self-

giving. Jesus showed us what His Father expects from us. “This is my commandment: Love one another as I love you” (John 15:12). 

The active kind of love by which we will all be judged, according to the story of the Last Judgment (Matthew 25: 31-46) is that of 
people who feed, clothe, welcome and care for the needy and strangers. “Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you 

did it for me” Jesus says and He means it literally, completely. 

     Even when we slip up on this, as all of us do, we must understand the absolute importance of treating everyone with great kindness, 

compassion and mercy. We recognize that, for example, when we help or volunteer with our parish food pantry here, and when we 

donate to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal to help our Diocesan Catholic Charities that serves so many people who are need, and every 

time we volunteer and/or donate to any charitable group or help people personally, we are actually taking care of Jesus. 

     Our American Catholic bishops also challenge us to do something else: “The common outcry, which is justly made on behalf of 

human rights – for example, the right to health, to home, to work, to family, to culture – is false and illusory if the right to life, the 

most basic and fundamental right and the condition of all other human rights, is not defended with maximum determination.” Talk 

about the value of human life and the sacredness of human dignity can be empty platitudes unless we act on our convictions. No good 

social policy, like programs to feed the hungry and shelter the homeless – as important as they are – can make up for bad policies 
about protecting human life itself. When we are not guaranteed the right to live, the right not to be killed, every other human right is 

jeopardized. Without the right to life itself, no other human right is safe. 

     It is up to all of us to defend the right to life by participating directly in public life, by helping to enact laws and policies that 

respect the lives of everyone, especially those who have no voice – unborn children, human embryos targeted for destructive research, 

and people who are cognitively impaired, disabled, or dying. 

     October is Respect Life Money in the American Catholic Church and this weekend is Respect Life Sunday. Please pray and do all 

you can to stand up for the life of every human being. We pray to Mary, the Mother of every person including unborn babies, to 

inspire us to stand up for life every day and in every way we can. Mary, our Blessed Mother, pray for us. 
 

                God Bless, Father Herb 
 

WORDS OF TITHING FROM THE PEWS: 
From the Pastor: Jesus even gives us His Mother, Mary, to 

be our Mother. And Mary loves each one of us with a 

mother’s love. God’s giving to us knows no bounds. Our gifts 

to Him are our humble and generous response. 

 

Words on tithing from the Pews:  “I saw this written outside 

of a church in Flemington, New Jersey. I believe it was a 

reference to Tithing: 

Give to God what is right – 

not what is left.” 

 

Sunday Collections for This August:    $76,831.00 

Sunday Collections for Last August:            $78,291.00 

Faith Direct Parishioners:                                           96 

 

                Thank you for your Tithing sacrifices! 

 

MASS ATTENDANCE  

 
Mass attendance for September 24/25: 1651  

ELECTRONIC GIVING WITH FAITH DIRECT 
With autumn here, we invite you to join Faith Direct, our parish’s 
electronic eGiving program. Our to-do-lists can get pretty long  in 
this back-to-school season, but Faith Direct’s  eGiving would give 
you one less thing to remember each week – no more envelopes to 

find and checks to write before you go to Mass. Visit 
www.faithdirect.net and use our church code: NJ745 or call 1-866-

507-8757. 
96 families are enrolled with eGiving. Our 2016 target is 125. We’re 
getting close. 
Thank you for your continued support of our parish family!  
God Bless You,  
 

Father Herb and our Parish Finance Committee 

 

  DIOCESAN SILVER & GOLD WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARY MASS 

NOVEMBER 6, 2016 -4PM  IN OUR CHURCH 

Couples, were you married in 1966 or 1991? You are warmly invited 
to celebrate your 25th or 50th Wedding Anniversary with the Church 
of Paterson. Bishop Serratelli will be the main celebrant at Mass here 
for the entire Diocese, Sunday, November 6, 2016 at 4:00 PM. 
Arrangements must be made by contacting the Rectory at 973-334-
2090. Registrations will be accepted through October 24, 2016. 
Information will be sent to you from the Office of Family Life once 
your registration has been processed. Congratulations on this joyous 

occasion. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS OCTOBER 3-9 

MONDAY  Galatians 1: 6-12 
  Gospel: Luke 10: 25-37 

TUESDAY       Galatians 1: 13-24 
  Gospel: Luke 10: 38-42 

WEDNESDAY Galatians 2: 1-2, 7-14 
  Gospel: Luke 11: 1-4 

THURSDAY           Galatians 3: 1-5 
  Gospel:  Luke 11: 5-13 

FRIDAY  Galatians 3: 7-14 
  Gospel: Luke 11: 15-26 

SATURDAY  Galatians 3: 22-29 
          Gospel: Luke 11: 27-28 

SUNDAY  2 Kings 5: 14-17 

  2 Timothy 2: 8-13 
  Gospel: Luke 17: 11-19 

 

SANCTUARY LAMPS & FLOWERS 
You may have the Sanctuary Candles in the Church, 
Chapel or Adoration Chapel burn in memory of a loved 
one ($10.00 donation), roses at the Tabernacle ($10.00 
donation), or flowers at the altar ($50.00 Donation). 

Please call or stop into the rectory office.  

October 2-8, 2016 

Sanctuary Lamp in the Church is for the Special Intention 
of Noah Lorencovitz 

Sanctuary Lamp in Mary’s Daily Chapel is Leonora Bulan 

Sanctuary Lamps in the Adoration Chapel are for James & 

Marion Kelly, Richard Locilento, Gregory Loff, Charles 

Hathaway. 

Tabernacle Roses in the Church: Betty Birilli 

Altar Flowers: Van D. Goodsell 
 

MARTHA MINISTRY 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 – TEAM 3 
Anne Monahan, Claudette Pavel 
Claire Borkowski, Marie Weber 

 
OUTREACH CORNER 

A parishioner needs a ride to the doctor.  

A woman is in dire need of a car. This is a tall order, but maybe you 
can help. Please call the Rectory at 973-334-2090 if you can help.  
Thank you and God bless you! 

 
PATERSON DIOCESE MEN’S CONFERENCE 

OCTOBER 15
TH

 MEN, PLEASE SAVE THE DATE 

 
On Saturday, October 15th from 8 AM until 1PM, the Paterson 
Diocese is holding a Men’s Conference. You are invited to attend. 
Register online at www.insidethewalls.org. It promises to be an 

uplifting and enhancing time. Join with Danny Abramowicz, former 
New Orleans Saints wide receiver and others. 
Head counts are needed to prepare light snacks and coffee. For 
questions, see or call Deacon Lou or Deacon Peter. Their phone 
numbers are on the cover of our bulletin. 

 
NEW EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 
We will be training new Ministers on Wednesday, October 12th in 
Church from 7:30-9:00 PM. This is an important ministry and one 

that requires the desire and willingness to serve God’s people. This 
training will include everything necessary to minister at Mass in our 
Church. If interested, please call Deacon Bob at 973-887-5057 for 
further details. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR OCTOBER 3-9 

MONDAY, October 3 
6:45AM – Jewel Ann Pyskaty 
8:00AM – Special Intention for Martin Foye, Rebecca Gutierrez, 
Eugene & Nina Noga 

TUESDAY, October 4-St. Francis of Assisi 
 6:45AM – People of the Parish  
 8:00AM – Special Intention for Noah Lorencovitz 

WEDNESDAY, October 5 

 6:45AM – Placido Victorio 
 8:00AM – Edward Strasser, John Stanley Kopec 

THURSDAY, October 6-St. Bruno, Priest, Blessed Marie Rose 

Durocher, Virgin 
 6:45AM – Kathleen & Herbert K. Tillyer, Sr. 
 8:00AM – Special Intention In Thanksgiving for Francis John 
Alamo 

FRIDAY, October 7-Our Lady of the Rosary 
 6:45AM – Rita & Cresenzo DiLella 

 8:00AM – Mim Van Nuise 

SATURDAY, October 8-St.  
 8:00AM – Joseph Curran (2nd Anniv.) 
 5:30PM – Eleanor Carlton, Anthony Sanguino, Barbara Dianuzzo 
 7:00PM – Miguel Ferrer Cordova 

 SUNDAY, October 9-28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  7:30 AM -  Ryan & Kuhn Families, Salvatore Meli, Thanksgiving  
For Elizabeth George 

  9:00 AM – Kevin Lenahan, Rose Reilly, Loretta Clemens 
10:30 AM – Louise Lynch (1st Anniv.) Kathy Donovan, Patrick  
Conti 
12:00 PM – Angela Yannuzzi, Greg Slyfield, John Strumolo, Sr. 
  7:00 PM – Giovanni Avagnano, Ronald McGuigan 

 
WE NEED ADORERS - HOW ABOUT YOU? 

PLEASE COME TO BE WITH JESUS 

 
“A thousand years of enjoying human glory is not worth even 

an hour spent communing with Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament?” “Run to the feet of Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament.” St. Padre Pio. 

Adorers are needed for 8 AM on various mornings. If you can 

help fill one of these hours, please call Kim at 973-402-1289. 

 

SAINT PETER’S GOLDEN AGE-OCTOBER 3-11AM 

Saint Peter’s Golden Age will meet at the Community Center 

on Monday, October 3, 2016 at 11:00 AM – All are 

welcome!  

CHILDREN’S CHOIR  

 
Children’s Choir rehearsal began on Tuesday, September 27th 
at 4:00 PM for children in Grades 1 through 8 and all are 

welcome. Please contact Dr. Peter Gillis at 973-334-2090. 
 

COLUMBIETES – GOURMET CAFÉ – OCTOBER 10 

The Gourmet Café on Baldwin Road in Parsippany will give a 
percentage of all meals purchased on October 10th if you mention the 
Columbiettes. This includes eat in, take out and gift cards. Please 
consider visiting the Café as all profits going to the Columbiettes will 
be given to our various charities. 
Additionally, we collected 400 pairs of shoes for the Empty Shoe 
Memorial – thank you for your support. 
 

http://www.insidethewalls.org/
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THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH OCTOBER 2-8  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2
ND 

Right to Life Car Raffle Sale - Narthex 
 9:00AM – Children’s Gospel Program – Church Hall 
10:15AM – Sunday CCD - School 
12:00PM – CYO Basketball – Parish Center 
  3:00PM – St. Padre Pio Prayer Group - Chapel 
  5:30PM – Bingo – Parish Center 

 MONDAY, OCTOBER 3
RD

  

10:30AM – Troy Hills Nursing Home Service – Deacon Bob 
10:30AM – Parish Staff Meeting – Rectory 
11:00AM – Golden Age – Community Center 
  6:00PM – CYO Basketball – Parish Center 
  6:00PM – ASA Middle School Parent Meeting - Library 
  7:00PM – R.C.I.A. - Rectory 
  7:30PM – S.I.N.E. – Spanish Room 
  7:30PM – Art & Environment Meeting - Convent 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4
TH

  

10:00am – ASA Grade 3 Liturgy w/Fr. Joe - Church 
10:00AM – Peanuts Play Group – Church Hall  
  4:00PM – Children’s Choir – Church/Church Hall 
  6:00PM – CYO Basketball 
  7:15PM – Tuesday CCD – School 
  7:30PM – Good Samaritan Meeting – Church Hall 

  WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5
TH

     
 6:00PM – CYO Basketball – Parish Center 

 7:00PM – Boy Scout Troop 72 - Cafeteria 
 7:30PM – Spanish Bible Class – Spanish Room 
 7:30PM – Adult Bible Sharing – Church Hall  

 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6
TH

   
 6:00PM – CYO Basketball – Parish Center 
 7:30PM – Spanish Choir – Chapel 
 7:30PM – Adult Choir – Church/Church Hall 
 8:30PM – Men’s Basketball – Parish Center 

 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7
TH

    
  5:00PM – Columbus Dinner Set-up – Parish Center/Cafe/Kitchen 
  7:00PM – Indian Community Prayer Meeting – Church  
  7:00PM – Pre-Cana – Church Hall 
  7:30PM – Spanish Prayer Group – Chapel   

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8
TH

  
  8:30AM – Polish School – School 
  1:00PM – Quincerca Mass – Church 

  1:00PM – Deaf Spirituality Farewell Party – Church Hall 
  4:00PM – Confessions – Church 
  4:15PM – Prayer & Life Workshops – Church Hall  
  5:30PM – Distribute Fr. English Pans – Narthex 
  7:00PM – Columbus Day Celebration – Gym 
  7:30PM – AA – Church Hall   

                  

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY COMMUNION BREAKFAST 

OCTOBER 23 AFTER THE 9:00 AM MASS 

Communion Breakfast at the Exchange, 160 East Main Street, 
Rockaway, NJ. Price: $27.50/person. Time: 10:30 AM. Make checks 

payable to St. Peter the Apostle Rosary Altar Society and send to the 
Rectory marked “Rosary Altar Society” or place it in the collection 
basket marked “Rosary Altar Society” no later than October 16th. The 
speaker will be Deacon Al Frank. There will be no collection of 
monies for the event in the Narthex so please use one of the options 
above. All are welcome to attend (including men). See the flyer in 
today’s bulletin. 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY BOOK SALE – OCTOBER 29
th

 

The Rosary Altar Society is sponsoring a Book Sale on Saturday, 
October 29th from 9 AM – 2 PM in our Church Hall. Stop by and 
pick up a good book to read! 

 

For everything there is a season and a time for every purpose 

under heaven… 

…a time to born 

Joshua Cruz Jose 

…a time to die 

Sergio Vasquez, Maurice Milliner, Oscar Cruz 

…a time to heal 

Fr. William Santeliz, Fr. Leo Carey, Fr. Ron Sordillo, 

Joan Franke, Noah Lorencovitz, Marie Pasquale, 

Lois Griffin, Lawrence Yannuzzi, Chris Seugling, 

Doris & Jack Doddie, Katherine Letchko 

…a time to love 

 “…and a time of peace.”  Ecclesiastes 3:11 

 
 

 
Our email SPAYOUTHMINISTER@GMAIL.COM 

Registration for CCD, grades K through 9 for the 2016-2017 

school year began on June 1
st
. Please visit our parish website – 

saintpetertheapostle.org – for a registration form. 

Please visit www.facebook.com/spayouthministry 

 

ALTAR SERVERS – OCTOBER 8/9, 2016 

  5:30PM – Arminio, Arminio, Wingard 

  7:30AM – Torres 

  9:00AM – Patane, McBride, Drucks 

10:30AM – Coyle, Coyle, Umansky 

12:00PM – Sanchez, Sanchez, Sunga 

  7:00PM – Gonzales, Keimel 

 

BINGO – OCTOBER 2, 2016 – TEAM A 

TEAM A – JOHN CASTIGLIONE 

POWERBALLS #1 $500  #2 $66     

 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP-OCTOBER 14 
Caregivers, perhaps at times you feel your labor of love caring for 
your loved one becomes stressful. Well, we invite you to come and 
join our wonderful group of caregivers who will meet on Friday, 
October 14th from 7:30-9:00 PM in the Convent. If you know                
someone who would benefit from our group, kindly share this 

information with them. If you have any questions, please contact Sr. 
Sylvia – 973-334-2090 or Pat – 973-334-4511 or Jeanne – 973-334-
3578. 
  

COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS – OCTOBER 13 

The Compassionate Friends, a self-help group for bereaved 

parents, siblings and grandparents, will be meeting on October 

13th at St. Christopher’s Church on Littleton Road at 7:30 PM 

in Room 101. Program: “Coping Strategies for Stressful times 

(Holidays, Remembrance Days, etc.). For more information 

please call Lily Capriglione at 973-568-4164. 
 

WEDNESDAYS FOR WOMEN – OCTOBER 19
TH

 
Wednesdays for Women, a new program sponsored by Sacred Thread 
Ministries, begins on October 19th with a program on Dorothy Day 
entitled, “Don’t Call Me A Saint”. Sr. Anita Constance, SC will 
reflect this disciple’s ability to identify and connection with the poor. 
We will discover the underpinnings of her unusual and generous life. 
St. Mary’s Abbey Retreat Center, 230 Mendham Rd., Morristown, NJ 
from 9:30AM – 12:00 PM - $25.  Call Pat Hughes at 908-608-3160 

to register. 

 

 

mailto:SPAYOUTHMINISTER@GMAIL.COM
http://www.facebook.com/spayouthministry
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          ALL SAINTS ACADEMY CORNER    
“Shadow Days” at All Saints Academy” 

Great things are happening at All Saints Academy! 
We'd like to share all the good news with you in 

person. Perhaps you have recently moved into 
Morris County? Maybe you are considering a change 
in the school setting for your child? It may be the 

perfect time to consider enrollment at All Saints Academy. We are 
taking appointments for student guests for Open House & Shadow 
Day on October 3 and 12. Students may visit and spend a day with us 
to experience life as an All Saints Academy student. This opportunity 
is available for students in grades 2-7. Registration is now “open” for 

the 2016-17 school year. Please contact our school office to schedule 
an appointment to visit us and tour our school. All Saints Academy is 
a nationally recognized STEM school of the Diocese of Paterson. Our 
school offers a comprehensive, multi-curricular, rigorous academic 
program, centered on values-based education. A strong and loving 
Catholic identity permeates the environment. A spirit of faith, respect 
and joy are evident in our school. In addition to religious instruction, 
students model Christian ideals through cooperative activities, 

spiritual and liturgical celebrations, participation in Sacraments, and 
service outreach. An active parent organization lends partnership and 
support to the school community. The Early Childhood Center offers 
classes for three and four year old children. The elementary and 
middle school classes include kindergarten through grade eight. 
Contact our school principal, Mrs. Judy Berg, at 973-334-4704, to 
schedule a tour and classroom visit. Visit our web page: 
www.allsaintspar. 
 

ITALIAN NIGHT – SATURDAY OCTOBER 8 

CELEBRATING COLUMBUS DAY WEEKEND 

 
This weekend, tickets are available in the Narthex and at the Rectory 
for our Columbus Day Weekend Italian Night Dinner.  Tickets are 
$40. Check the flyer in today’s bulletin. Bon Appetito! Come and 
have a great evening, good Italian food –music and dancing. 

 

RESPECT LIFE MASS – NOVEMBER 19 – 10:00 AM 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli will be the main celebrant at the Respect 
Life Mass (formerly called the Unborn Mass) on Saturday, November 
19 at 10:00 at Saint Margaret of Scotland Parish, 12 Columba Street 

in Morristown. The Mass is sponsored by the Paterson Federation 
Knights of Columbus Councils. After Mass, there will be light 
refreshments. 
 

THE BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 

BE RICH IN GOOD WORKS 
Our Catholic Charities agencies, the largest recipient of funds from 
the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, serve tens of thousands of people each 
year, from seniors and disabled adults to those with addictions and in 

need of counseling. In fact, a record number of people have been 
seeking the services of Catholic Charities over the years. Please be as 
generous as you are able to the 2016 Bishop’s Annual Appeal so we 
can continue to serve those in desperate situations. For your 
convenience, you can make an online gift or pledge at 

www.2016appeal.org.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

PARTNERS IN FAITH PARISH PROJECTS 

#4 - NEW INTERIOR CHURCH LIGHTING 
In the Diocese’s 2013 Partners In Faith capital fundraising 

campaign, we committed our parish’s 25% share of the money being 
contributed to 5 specific parish projects.  This past week, we have 
taken care of our parish’s 4th Partners In Faith project: New Interior 
Church Lighting. 

Fortunately, we are able to keep the present lighting 
fixtures and just replace the light bulbs inside the fixtures with 

modern LED lighting technology that will achieve several good 
results: 1. More light will be shining from each fixture. 2. LED light 
bulbs use less electricity. (e.g. 160 watt bulbs are replacing 400 watt 
bulbs.) 3. LED lights should last much longer than the light bulbs we 
have now. That means we won’t have to rent nearly as often an 
expensive heavy duty lift that we need now to change light bulbs 
because the light fixtures are so high up in the church. We have been 
renting the lift at least twice a year. 4. Since the LED bulbs use much 
less electricity, we will save some money every month on our electric 

bill. That’s always a good idea! 
This is an opportunity to again thank every family in the 

parish who have made a multiyear pledge or a one-time donation to 
Partners In Faith.  
 If you are continuing to pay your pledge, we are very 
grateful. Please recall that 25% of your ongoing pledge payments are 
returned to our parish once a year by the Diocese. Your pledge gifts 
are still helping our own parish projects. Thank you! 

 As a Partners In Faith update report, our parish has 
completed 3 of our 5 parish projects. 
 1. Most important of all, we have completely refinished and re-
beautified the outside church walls to stop leaks and mold growth 
 2. The old parish truck has been replaced with a new truck. 
 3. New interior church lighting. 
We have done some work on the rectory renovations project by 
improving the parish office rooms and redoing the small first floor 

rest room. 
 We have not worked yet on our very necessary church 
parking lot repaving project. With our Finance Committee and our 
Building and Grounds Committee leading us, our parish will continue 
working to complete our remaining projects in a financially sound 
way. 
 Your generosity makes such a big difference for us. 
  

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS STUDENT ESSAY CONTEST 

TOPIC: THE IMPORTANCE OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

DEADLINE: OCTOBER 16, 2016 

The  Parsippany  Council  Knights  of  Columbus  is  sponsoring  its  

annual  Catholic Citizenship  Essay  Contest.   All    students  in  
public,  private  or  parochial schools  in  grades  8,9,10,11  and  12  
are  invited  to  participate  in  the  essay  contest. The student  must  
write  a  500  to  750  word  essay  on  “The  Importance  of Religious  
Freedom”.   First,  second  and  third  place  winners  for  each  grade  
level will  receive  special  certificates  and  a  monetary  award  for  
1st  place;  all  the participants  will  receive  a  Certificate  of  
Participation.   First  place  winning  essays for  each  grade  level  

will  be  submitted  for  higher  levels  of  competition  with  
additional certificates  and  monetary  awards  for  winners  at  each  
higher  level  of competition:  district,  state,  and  international.   For  
entry  forms  and  additional information  contact  Frank  Palmieri  at  
973-299-2388  or  email: knights3680@yahoo.com.   Deadline for 
essay submission  is  October  16,  2016. 

 

 

http://www.allsaintspar/
http://www.2016appeal.org/
mailto:knights3680@yahoo.com


 

1 

 

Hablando español en San Pedro Apóstol 
– 2 de octubre de 2016 –  

27mo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 

Octubre, mes dedicado al Rosario a María  
***** 

Horario de las Misas:                              Confesiones:  sábado: 4:00 pm a 5:00 pm 

lunes a viernes:  6:45am y 8:00 am          

sábado:  5:30 pm y 7:00 pm en español      

domingo:  7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 12 m y 7:00 pm  
 

Intenciones de las Misas:  Por favor, notificar a la oficina parroquial (973-334-2090) o al sacerdote (Padre Yojan) con una 

semana de anticipación.  El donativo para las intenciones es de $10.00.  
 

Mensaje del párroco:   CREADO, AMADO, REDIMIDO POR DIOS - Una invitación a respetar TODA vida humana 

     Muchos de nosotros damos por hecho, al menos algunas veces, que somos creados, amados y redimidos por Dios.  Distraídos 

como estamos con el ruido y la actividad de la vida cotidiana, tenemos que sacar tiempo para reflexionar en la pregunta 

universal humana: ¿Quién soy y qué estoy haciendo aquí? 

     Cuando nuestros antepasados en el Antiguo Testamento perdieron su compostura espiritual y moral, Dios el Padre envío a Su 

Hijo, Jesús, a que tomara nuestra humanidad - haciéndose hombre - para demostrarnos la naturaleza radical y total del amor de 

Dios por nosotros.  Su amor es personal, apasionado y abnegado.  Nos demostró lo que Dios espera de nosotros.  “Este es mi 

mandamiento: Ámense los unos a los otros, como yo los he amado.”  (Juan 15, 12)  El tipo de amor activo, por el cual seremos 

juzgados, de acuerdo a la parábola del Juicio Final (Mateo 25, 31-46) por la cual alimentamos, vestimos, acogemos y cuidamos 

al necesitado y a los extraños.  “Lo que hicieron por uno de mis hermanos, aun por el más pequeño, lo hicieron por mí” dice 

Jesús y lo dice literal y completamente. 

     Aún cuando fallemos en ésto, como todos hacemos, debemos entender la importancia absoluta de tratar a todos con gran 

amabilidad, compasión y misericordia.  Reconocemos que por ejemplo, cuando ayudamos u ofrecemos nuestro tiempo 

voluntario en la despensa de nuestra parroquia, y cuando donamos a la Campaña Anual de Nuestro Obispo para ayudar a las 

Caridades Católicas de nuestra diócesis que ayudan a mucha gente que necesitan.  Cada vez que ofrecemos nuestro tiempo y/o 

donamos a cualquier grupo caritativo o personalmente ayudamos a personas, estamos cuidando de Jesús. 

     Los obispos americanos nos retan que hagamos algo más: “La protesta clamorosa común, que se hace justamente a favor de 

los derechos humanos, por ejemplo, el derecho a la salud, hogar, trabajo, familia, cultura – es falso e ilusorio si el derecho a la 

vida, el derecho más básico y fundamental y la condición de todos los demás derechos humanos, no es defendida con máxima 

determinación.  “Hablar sobre el valor de la vida humana y el carácter sagrado de la dignidad humana pueden ser tópicos vacíos 

si no actuamos por nuestras convicciones.  Sin una buena política social, como los programas para alimentar a los hambrientos 

y refugio a los desamparados – tan importantes como lo son – puede compensar las malas políticas sobre la protección de la 

misma vida humana.  Cuando no se nos garantiza el derecho a la vida, el derecho a no ser matado, todos los demás derechos 

humanos se ponen en peligro.  Sin el derecho a la vida misma, ningún otro derecho es seguro. 

     Así que está en todos nosotros defender el derecho a la vida, participando directamente en la vida pública, ayudando a que se 

establezcan leyes y políticas que respeten la vida de todos, especialmente la de aquellos que no tienen voz – niños no nacidos, 

embriones humanos utilizados para investigaciones destructivas y personas cognitivamente deteriorados, incapacitados o 

moribundos.   

     Octubre es el mes del Respeto a la Vida en la Iglesia Católica Americana y este fin de semana es el Domingo de Respeto a la 

Vida.  Por favor ore y haga todo los que pueda por defender la vida de todo ser humano.  Oramos a María, la Madre de toda 

persona incluyendo a los niños no nacidos, a que nos inspire en defender la vida todos los días y en la forma que nos sea 

posible.  María, nuestra Santísima Madre, ruega por nosotros. 

             Dios los bendiga,     
                                         Padre Herb 
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