
To:  Lectors and Eucharist Ministers of Blessed Sacrament Parish. Those who 

serve in any, some, or all of our three churches (Holy Family, St. Patrick’s and St. 

Anthony’s.) 

From:  Fr. Mickey Demo, Pastor 

We will institute some new procedures in our Churches beginning this weekend June 4 

and 5.  It is Pentecost, the birthday of the Church. What better time to unify some of our 

liturgical practices? With procedures basically the same at each Church, ministers will 

be more comfortable serving in any of our churches. 

1. Lectors will remain in the Sanctuary for the entire Liturgy of the Word.   

a. You will enter the Sanctuary for the Liturgy of the Word from a pew in the 

congregation after the Collect (opening prayer.)  If you are scheduled to 

read, please choose a pew near the sanctuary. 

b. The first reading is the beginning of the Liturgy of the Word. 

c. If the Responsorial Psalm is sung, please sit in the sanctuary for the 

psalm. 

d. After the second reading, remove the Lectionary from the ambo and stay 

in the sanctuary for the Gospel, Homily and Prayer of the Faithful. 

e. The conclusion of the Prayer of the Faithful is the end of the Liturgy of the 

Word.   

f. The Lector can now return to a seat in the congregation, i.e. while the 

deacon prepares the altar at the Offertory and the ushers take up the 

collection. 

g. Note:  those Lectors with physical impairments can be in the Sanctuary for 

the whole Mass. 

 

2. Extraordinary Ministers. 

a. We will present communion in both kinds beginning June 4/5. 

b. Move from your seat in the pews to the sanctuary at the Lamb of God. 

c. Gather in the sanctuary: 

i. At St. Anthony’s, two cup ministers stand on the side of the Altar 

between the Sacristy door and the Altar. For distribution, the 

ministers will locate on the floor of the nave (where the 

congregation is) one by each of the pillars near the sanctuary 

steps. 

ii. At Holy Family, a bread minister and a cup minister will line-up on 

either side of the Altar in the sanctuary (not at the foot of the steps 

as has been the practice in the past.) The minister closest to the 

congregation will receive the paten with the Hosts.  The other 

minister will serve as cup minister.  

 



Bread ministers go to the usual positions. Cup ministers should 

locate by the side aisles. 

iii.  At St. Patrick’s, a bread minister and a cup minister will line-up on 

the Ambo side of the Altar in the sanctuary. The minister closest to 

the congregation will receive the paten with the Hosts.  The other 

minister will serve as cup minister. A second cup minister will stand 

behind the celebrant/deacon chairs.    

The Bread minister will go to the usual position near the ramp door. 

Cup ministers should locate by the two side aisles. 

iv. At the end of communion, ministers of the Body of Christ should 

place the paten/plate on the altar. Cup ministers place their cup on 

the Altar (if blood remains in the cup) or on the credence table (if 

empty) with a purificator over the top. Do not consume the Blood of 

Christ that remains in the cup nor should you purify the cup. A 

priest or deacon will consume what is left and purify the vessel. 

v. All Eucharist Ministers should remain in the sanctuary, giving your 

attention to the priest/deacon preparing the Body of Christ for 

repose. (This is a good time for you to meditate on your own 

reception of communion and to give thanks for serving as an 

Extraordinary Minister of Communion.) 

vi. When the priest/deacon places the reserved Hosts in the 

tabernacle and genuflects or bows, everyone in the sanctuary 

should give a slight bow (a sign of reference) and then exit the 

sanctuary. 

 

A copy of this memorandum will be posted in each sacristy.  If you have questions, ask 

me, Fr. Matt or one of the deacons. 

God bless you and thank you for your ministry. 


