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Mark 4: 1-9 The Parable of the Sower.  

On another occasion  he began to teach by the sea. A very large crowd gathered around him so that he got into a boat on the sea 

and sat down. And the whole crowd was beside the sea on land. And he taught them at length in parables, and in the course of his 

instruction he said to them,  “Hear this! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds 

came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground where it had little soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep. 

And when the sun rose, it was scorched and it withered for lack of roots. Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 

and choked it and it produced no grain. And some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit. It came up and grew and yielded thirty, 

sixty, and a hundredfold.” He added, “Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear.”  

Q?  Have you ever planted seeds and watched them  grow?  

Mark 4: 35-41 The Calming of a Storm at Sea.  

On that day, as evening drew on, he said to them, “Let us cross to the other side.”   Leaving the crowd, they took him with them 

in the boat just as he was. And other boats were with him.  A violent squall came up and waves were breaking over the boat, so 

that it was already filling up.  Jesus was in the stern, asleep on a cushion. They woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not 

care that we are perishing?”  He woke up, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Quiet! Be still!”* The wind ceased and there 

was great calm.  Then he asked them, “Why are you terrified? Do you not yet have faith?”  They were filled with great awe and 

said to one another, “Who then is this whom even wind and sea obey?”  

Q? What did Jesus do that surprised the disciples?   

Mark 5:21-43 Jairus’s Daughter and the Woman with a Hemorrhage  

When Jesus had crossed again [in the boat] to the other side, a large crowd gathered around him, and he stayed close to the 

sea. 

One of the synagogue officials, named Jairus, came forward. Seeing him he fell at his feet and pleaded earnestly with him, say-

ing, “My daughter is at the point of death. Please, come lay your hands on her that she may get well and live.” He went off with 

him, and a large crowd followed him and pressed upon him.   

There was a woman afflicted with hemorrhages for twelve years.  She had suffered greatly at the hands of many doctors and 

had spent all that she had. Yet she was not helped but only grew worse.  She had heard about Jesus and came up behind him in 

the crowd and touched his cloak.   She said, “If I but touch his clothes, I shall be cured.”  Immediately her flow of blood dried 

up. She felt in her body that she was healed of her affliction.  Jesus, aware at once that power had gone out from him, turned 

around in the crowd and asked, “Who has touched my clothes?”  But his disciples said to him, “You see how the crowd is press-

ing upon you, and yet you ask, ‘Who touched me?’” And he looked around to see who had done it. The woman, realizing what 

had happened to her, approached in fear and trembling. She fell down before Jesus and told him the whole truth.  He said to 

her, “Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace and be cured of your affliction.” 

While he was still speaking, people from the synagogue official’s house arrived and said, “Your daughter has died; why trouble 

the teacher any longer?”  Disregarding the message that was reported, Jesus said to the synagogue official, “Do not be afraid; 

just have faith.”  He did not allow anyone to accompany him inside except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James.  When 

they arrived at the house of the synagogue official, he caught sight of a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly.  So he 

went in and said to them, “Why this commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but asleep.”  And they ridiculed him. Then 

he put them all out. He took along the child’s father and mother and those who were with him and entered the room where 

the child was. He took the child by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise!”    The 

girl, a child of twelve, arose immediately and walked around. [At that] they were utterly astounded.   He gave strict orders that 

no one should know this and said that she should be given something to eat.  

Q? Why do you think Jesus told the people not to tell anyone about the little girl?  
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Mark 6:30-44 Jesus Feeds the 5000.  

The apostles gathered together with Jesus and reported all they had done and taught.   He said to them, “Come away by your-

selves to a deserted place and rest a while.” People were coming and going in great numbers, and they had no opportunity even 

to eat.  So they went off in the boat by themselves to a deserted place.  People saw them leaving and many came to know about 

it. They hastened there on foot from all the towns and arrived at the place before them.  

When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart was moved with pity for them, for they were like sheep without a shep-

herd; and he began to teach them many things. By now it was already late and his disciples approached him and said, “This is a 

deserted place and it is already very late. Dismiss them so that they can go to the surrounding farms and villages and buy them-

selves something to eat.” He said to them in reply, “Give them some food yourselves.” But they said to him, “Are we to buy two 

hundred days’ wages worth of food and give it to them to eat?” He asked them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” 

And when they had found out they said, “Five loaves and two fish.”  So he gave orders to have them sit down in groups on the 

green grass. The people took their places in rows by hundreds and by fifties.  

Then, taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them to 

[his] disciples to set before the people; he also divided the two fish among them all.* They all ate and were satisfied.  And they 

picked up twelve wicker baskets full of fragments and what was left of the fish. Those who ate [of the loaves] were five thousand 

men.  

Q?  Why did Jesus ask his disciples to feed the people? 

Mark 6:44-52   Jesus Walks On Water 

Then he made his disciples get into the boat and precede him to the other side toward Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.  

And when he had taken leave of them, he went off to the mountain to pray.  When it was evening, the boat was far out on the 

sea and he was alone on shore.   Then he saw that they were tossed about while rowing, for the wind was against them. About 

the fourth watch of the night, he came toward them walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them.  But when they saw him 

walking on the sea, they thought it was a ghost and cried out.  They had all seen him and were terrified. But at once he spoke 

with them, “Take courage, it is I, do not be afraid!”   He got into the boat with them and the wind died down. They were 

[completely] astounded.    They had not understood the incident of the loaves. On the contrary, their hearts were hardened. 

Q?  What frightened the men on the boat? 
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