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Schooling Through the Pandemic 
By Mia Bill and Connor Haynes  

 
As you know, we are still in a pandemic even though 

we are back in school and are trying to make things as normal 
as possible. St. Michael has hosted COVID-friendly sport 
activities as well as an outdoor Homecoming. But what 
happens when someone tests positive and multiple students 
have to go home to learn online?  That certainly keeps the virus 
from spreading amongst the student body, but what impact 
does it have on the quality of education students receive?  

 
Google Meet classes are the norm at St. Michael in 2020.  

 
While about 21% of the schools in the U.S. are only 

offering online classes, other schools, including St. Michael, 
are offering both online and face-to-face classes.  The schools 
that are online report that attendance has been dropping. High 
absence rates are thought to result mostly from low-income 
families whose access to the internet and computers is limited. 
Some schools report that fewer than half their students attend 

class. Teachers around the country are doing their best to make 
things work given the unprecedented situation in which they  
find themselves.  

That is how two St. Michael teachers feel.  Both Rita 
Treutel and Paul Saboe think that students and faculty at St. 
Michael are doing well given the pressures placed upon them. 
While teaching a hybrid class is not too bad when only a few 
students are online, Treutel and Saboe agree that things become 
more difficult when a large number of students have to 
quarantine.  “It is hard to teach a class when three-quarters of 
the students are at home, “ Treutel says.  “I can’t always do the 
same kind of activities with online students as I do face-to-face 
students.  When a bunch of the class is online, I have to decide 
which group to teach.  Do I prepare for the ones in front of me 
or the ones online?  Or do I do double the work and prepare 
different lessons for each group?  It’s hard to juggle it all.” 
Additionally, she and Saboe would like to see online learning 
reserved for students who are really attempting to remain safe 
during the pandemic. That doesn’t always seem to be the case. 
For example, according to one student who is currently 
attending school virtually, “I just like being at home and being 
able to do what I want in between classes.”  Neither Treutel nor 
Saboe feel this is a sufficient reason to allow a student to attend 
online school. “I admit that it could be difficult to ascertain 
which students are sincerely trying to social distance,” Saboe 
comments. “But online learning should be reserved for them.” 

We have had our fair share of online learning at St. 
Michael already this year.  We had a two-week period where a 
little less than half the student body was moved to virtual 
learning due to possible exposure to COVID-19.  This affected 
teachers because they had to find a way to teach students both 
in class and at home.  Many teachers had already planned their 

 



lessons and had to abruptly change course.  Additionally, 
football players missed two weeks of practice and two games 
of their already shortened season. Timothy Mullek and 
Donovan Garrett were two of the students quarantined during 
this time. Both students took missing the two games hard, but 
especially Mullek, because it is his last year of high school. He 
believes that team members should have been individually 
tested so that those two games could have been played. Garrett 
agrees, calling the decision to cancel the games “silly.”  “We 
could have done wide testing and been back on the field in four 
days,” he says.  

Sports are not the only things being impacted by 
COVID-19.  Students’ learning and grades are also feeling the 
effects. Across the country, educators report making fewer 
assignments during the pandemic. A recent study by the 
Brookings Institute suggests that students are learning and 
retaining less as they are being educated online.  The 
experience of Mullek and Garrett partially reflect these trends. 
“Being online hasn’t hurt my grades,” Mullek reports. “But I 
don’t feel that I am retaining information as well.” Garrett, 
however, states that his grades have “even gone up some.” 
Both think the teachers at St. Michael did a good job managing 
the quarantine but feel that it is harder to learn while online.  

We are grateful that the hybrid class structure at St. 
Michael has kept most of us on campus this year.  It has 
created challenges for teachers and students alike, but we are 
proud to say St. Michael has met those challenges successfully. 
With two COVID-19 vaccines on the horizon, here’s to hoping 
that we won’t have to worry about those challenges much 
longer. 

 

Futile Friday Break  
By Jordan Marlowe 

 

 

Mr. Dupre’s classroom sits empty during a Friday break.  

 
After the 2019-2020 school year, St. Michael 

administrators decided to remove the advisory period on 
Friday.  Instead, students would dismiss from school at 2:45, 
and a short break would be added in the place of the advisory 
period.  Now on Fridays, St. Michael students have a break 
between fourth and fifth period. Students are allowed to get a 
snack or hang out before going back into the learning 
atmosphere. This break may seem like a good idea, allowing 
students and teachers time to use the restroom and complete 
small tasks; however, students and faculty are not convinced of 
its value, wishing instead to add the time to lunch or take the 
break completely out of the day and release students at 2:39 on 
Fridays.  

 St. Michael junior Caroline Nickelson, for example, 
finds the break less than helpful.  “I just head straight to my 



next class because there is not enough time to do anything else. 
This break does not benefit me at all, and I would rather the 
time just be taken off at the end of the day,” she says.  Another 
member of the junior class,  Joe Druhan, agrees: “I do not have 
time to do anything. I walk straight to my next class and wait 
for the class to begin. If possible, I would like to lose this break 
and add the time to lunch.”  

The faculty wishes for similar changes.  On the break, 
Coach Bryan Hunter says, “For the break, I stay in my room 
and wait for the bell to ring for class to start. It does not benefit 
me and the time would be better spent by taking it off at the 
end of the day.” Ms. Gabrielle Smith’s experiences mirror 
Coach Hunters.  She states, “During the break, I stay in my 
classroom and straighten desks and talk to the students who are 
in my next class who come straight here instead of utilizing the 
break. I understand the break has a good intention, but there is 
not enough time to get any real work done.  I believe this time 
would be best used if it were taken off at the end of the day.”  

Many students at St. Michael respond similarly to the 
break.  114 students recently answered a poll about the break. 
Of those, 64.9% report they do not utilize the break in any 
beneficial way. 15.8% would keep the break anyway.   20.2% 
would like to add the time to lunch, and 64% would take the 
time off at the end of the day. Given the dissatisfaction of 
students and faculty with the break, perhaps it is time to 
reconsider it. 
 

 

 
1. Which of these teachers has been at the school since 

day one? 
A: Mrs. Treutel 
B: Coach Hunter 
C: Ms. Miller 
D: Mr. Martin  
 

2. Who on the faculty grew up in Fairhope? 
A:  Mr. Dupre 
B:  Coach Phelps  
C:  Mrs. Treutel 
D:  Mr. Saboe 
 

3. What year was the Cardinal Carrier built (the white and 
red bus)? 
A: 1999 
B: 1994 
C: 1996 
D: 1997 

 
4. What year was St. Michael Founded? 

A: 2014 
B: 2016 
C: 2017 
D: 2015 
 
 



5. What was the other potential mascot for St. Michael 
before we settled on the Cardinals? 
A: The Hornets 
B: The Saints  
C: The Sharks 
D: The Lions 

Trivia Time Answers are under Fun Facts with Wally. 
At St. Michael, 

Frustration About the State of Politics 
By Davis Billups 

 
The final electoral map? 

 

Last week, former Vice President Joe Biden was chosen 
as the president-elect after a long, grueling, and divisive 
campaign. Incumbent President Donald J. Trump carried 
Alabama by a margin of 26.3 percent and Baldwin county by 
43.9 percent. Before the election, I interviewed four students 

(who will remain anonymous) about their opinions on the race 
and then interviewed them afterwards about the results. The 
fact that anonymity is necessary for people to feel safe talking 
about their political opinions is a depressing sign. It is clear 
that the state of American political discourse has gotten worse 
over the past few years and that even the shared hardship of the 
Coronavirus pandemic has not been able to bring Americans 
together.  

Before the election, I asked each student who they 
supported, and whether they felt strongly about their candidate. 
Two supported Joe Biden, one supported Donald Trump, and 
one supported Libertarian candidate Jo Jorgensen. Three of the 
four said that they felt strongly about their choice while one of 
the Biden supporters defaulted to Biden as the lesser evil. 
When asked about reasons for supporting a candidate, two 
students specifically mentioned approval of a candidate’s 
policies, while the other two students mentioned opposition to 
the opposing candidate. The Libertarian understood that 
Jorgensen did not have a chance to win, but believes “it doesn’t 
matter about winning. It matters if you vote your conscience.” 
All four students said that the campaign process decreased their 
faith in American democracy, with two saying it “heavily 
decreased” their faith.  

Despite polls predicting that Joe Biden would win in a 
landslide, our students expected something closer. Two thought 
Biden would win, one thought Trump would succeed, and one 
said that he had “no clue because people are saying many 
different things.” These four were correct in predicting a race 
far closer than what most people imagined. In the end, Joe 
Biden won the race after many days of counting ballots. Biden 
currently has 306 electoral votes to Trump’s 232, with 270 
votes being needed to win. Biden currently has 51.0 percent of 
the popular vote compared to Trump’s 47.2 percent.  



After the race was called by the Associated Press, I 
spoke again with these same St Michael students. Much like 
our country, half of them are “disappointed” with the results. 
Not a single person was surprised by the results, but all agreed 
that the polls had underestimated the amount of support Trump 
would receive on election day.  

Despite President-elect Biden’s call for unity, everyone 
I interviewed stuck by their original statements that this 
election has lessened their faith in American democracy. They 
also agree that having to wait for the final election results is a 
danger to our democracy, with one student saying that it could 
“result in skepticism at the legitimacy of the votes,” and 
another saying that it could “lead to civil unrest.” One student 
said, “It’s certainly suboptimal, but all elections are rigged. It 
just depends upon the degree to which it’s affected.” Three of 
them also believe that with a likely divided government, as 
Republicans will most likely hold the Senate, very little will 
change in America. These comments reflect the skepticism of 
the country as a whole.  

This election has divided Americans and undermined 
trust in our institutions. However, there was a small glimmer of 
hope for some of the students. Three of the students think that 
some of Biden’s plans will help to “flatten the curve” and 
decrease the spread of COVID-19. And two students said that 
they were “optimistic” going into the new year. The fact that 
there is any optimism among students is a reason to be hopeful, 
but, overall, the students are disappointed with the current state 
of American political discourse. Given that many current St. 
Michael students will be able to vote in the 2022 midterms, it 
may fall to us to help preserve democracy and end the 
divisiveness of our politics. 

 
 

 
Worth the Stress? 

By Megan Williams 
 

Advanced Placement (AP) classes provide one avenue 
for St. Michael Catholic High School students to challenge 
themselves academically. AP classes offer college-level 
content and exams to high school students. Colleges and 
universities may offer course credit to students who obtain high 
scores on these exams. Our AP offerings include AP Human 
Geography, AP US History, AP Language and Composition, 
AP Physics, AP Psychology, AP Government, and AP 
Literature. 

Sixty-nine students currently enrolled in AP classes at 
St. Michael recently participated in a poll about their 
experiences.  The results show that students have a range of 
opinions about their experiences.  

To start off with, opinions vary on when students 
should begin taking AP classes.  Of respondents,  73.8% 
believe sophomores should begin taking  the college-level 
classes while 20% advocate them for juniors, and 4.6% for 
seniors.  

Emma Buss, a sophomore in AP Human Geography 
thinks she has made the right choice to begin AP studies while 
a sophomore. “I choose to take an AP class because I feel I will 
grow more in my education to be better prepared for college,” 
she says.  “I can get an understanding of what college courses 
will be like. I think this class should be taken by sophomores 
because it allows us to be better prepared when it comes to the 



amount of work given in college. It also helps us to prepare for 
the rest of high school.” 

 John Scimeca, assistant principal and AP teacher at St. 
Michael agrees:  “I think it is beneficial for sophomores to take 
a college-level course. I think it’s good to challenge kids and it 
could push them to have better study skills. It’s great for kids 
to achieve something with these classes. It speaks well of you 
to do well on the test and compare yourself to other students 
internationally. It is also another way for your hard work to pay 
off. Your weighted GPA also gets a one-point boost on your 
transcript.” 

Sarah Kate Sligh, a St. Michael senior who has been 
taking AP classes since Tenth grade isn’t so sure. “I think just 
seniors should take AP classes if they believe they will do well 
because of the opportunity to have a free period and college 
credit,” she says.  Even if she receives college credit for an AP 
subject, she thinks she might take the class in college anyway. 
“I would rather take the class again in college because I’ll 
forget about everything I learned in that class over the 
summer..”  

Another issue related to AP classes is the extra stress 
students feel from the advanced coursework.  37.5% of AP 
students question whether the GPA boost is worth the 
additional stress AP classes put on students. Elle Chappell, a 
junior who takes AP classes at the school, does not believe they 
are.  “In my opinion,” she states, “the AP classes offered at the 
school come with a lot of stress especially if you participate in 
sports or clubs.  I don’t think the level of stress is worth the 
GPA advantage AP gives.” 

Douglas Mitchell, an AP and college preparatory 
teacher at St. Michael, disagrees.  “I don’t believe my students 
are stressed routinely, although they are at certain points of the 
course,” he says.  “It is always a good idea to take more 

challenging coursework. It is also an excellent idea to work 
with other students who embrace challenging work as well.” 
One of his students, Zack Russell, echoes his teacher’s opinion: 
“I think they are worth it. The amount of learning that I glean 
from an AP class in comparison to an honors course presents a 
sizable gap. The stress is difficult to manage, but the classes 
are never unreasonable in their workload. I have after-school 
activities, sports, music, etc. but I’ve never felt that I had no 
way to complete the material I was asked to.”  

Overwhelmingly, students at St. Michael find the 
benefits of AP classes outweigh their concerns about them, 
with more than 94% of the students polled reflecting this 
attitude.  So for now, it seems, the answer is yes:  AP classes 
are worth the stress.  

 

 

 Birds of a feather will help one another! 

 

 

 



Senior Year Featuring COVID-19 
By Blaine Stejskal 

 

The senior class at St. Michael Catholic High School 
features 65 students this year. The senior class this year will be 
the biggest graduating class the school has ever produced, and 
they are striving to be the class that leaves the greatest mark on 
the high school. St. Michael offers many benefits for seniors 
from getting to wear a unique red shirt to getting to go to lunch 
before everyone else. They hope to get the full senior 
experience and not let COVID-19 or any other obstacles stand 
in their way of having a great last year. 

Last year, seniors got the worse half of the virus with 
them having to finish their senior year on a computer screen 
due to quarantine. They did, however, get to have graduation 
thanks to the school meeting all the protocols and limiting 
attendance. In cooperation with the families of the seniors, the 
school hosted a parade so the graduating students could say 
their goodbyes to the faculty and the school. The school did its 
best last year to help the seniors get the senior experience even 
though they were on a screen. Most of them did not mind being 
online due to them getting about an extra hour of sleep 
according to Will Edminston who is now a freshman at 
Samford University. Edmiston states, “Last year was kinda 
whack with Corona and everything, but it was fun and cool 
getting to have that drive-by at the school to finish my senior 
year off.” He believes St. Michael handled the pandemic well 
and will do even better this year for the new seniors at the 
school. 

This year has been affected heavily by COVID-19 from 
everyone needing to wear masks to school events being altered 
to fit the protocols to slow the spread of the virus. The seniors 
haven't had it as bad, with them still getting the full senior 

experience. So far, they have been able to attend sporting 
events, have their last Homecoming, play their last year of 
eligibility in sports, and will hopefully have prom in the 
Spring. Dylan Blackington, a senior at the school, feels things 
have been going well and is pleased with his senior year:  “This 
year has been cool getting to actually come to school and not 
be at home seeing people on screens.  That was fun and all but 
I’m glad that we are back in school for this year,” he says.  “I 
like this red shirt I get to wear.”  He is grateful that things have 
gone better than he anticipated: “I thought this year would be 
bad and that we would not get the senior experience by not 
having school events like Homecoming or prom. The school 
has impressed me and is finding a way to have events for the 
school and its students.” He looks forward to the rest of the 
year and what it may hold for him and his class.  

There are still some seniors at home due to the 
pandemic. Sam Volevecky is a senior who is having to attend 
online school for most if not all of the year because of his 
family being really close with his grandparents and the family 
not wanting to expose them to the virus. He just completed his 
5th year of varsity football at the school and looks forward to 
the upcoming baseball season. He says, “This year has been a 
weird but fun year. I’m really pumped that we got to have a full 
season of football even though it didn’t end the way we wanted 
it to and we didn’t get to play all of our games scheduled.” Sam 
was able to play football and will eventually play baseball due 
to the school allowing him and his brother to join the teams at 
practice after school each day. 
 

 



Here’s What I Think… 
Editorial Section 

 

Uniform Woes:  It’s Just Not Fair 
By Zac Childs 

 
At St. Michael Catholic High School, uniforms are a 

big deal. Every day, students must get dressed in appropriate 
school attire or face consequences. When students ask why 
there is such a strict uniform policy, they are often met with 
this statement from the St. Michael Student handbook: “When 
students are in the St. Michael uniform, they represent the 
school by their behavior. We ask students to represent their 
school, teachers, and fellow classmates with dignity and 
decorum, befitting an institution committed to promoting the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Students who wear the uniform 
improperly or who are out of uniform are subject to 
disciplinary action.” 

For girls, there are eight simple rules concerning skirts, 
blouses, shoes, socks, outerwear, jewelry, undergarments, and 
head coverings. For boys, there are 11 rules that address dress 
shirts, slacks, ties, socks, shoes, belts, outerwear, jewelry, 
undergarments, head coverings, and hair. From the male 
perspective, the eight rules that females must follow seem like 

a walk in the park compared to the eleven rules that they must 
follow. This is because the rules that concern male students 
address highly visible parts of the male uniform like the waist, 
torso, head, and feet. Additionally, for male students, the 
uniform code changes during the week. On Wednesdays, 
students attend mass before lunch. On this day, female students 
wear exactly what they wear every other day of the week. 
However, boys must wear a very different uniform. On the 
other days of the week, boys are allowed to wear short-sleeve 
shirts with no tie. On Wednesdays, boys are required to 
wear-long sleeve shirts and ties. Students who do not follow 
the student handbook rules concerning uniform code can be 
given detention by a teacher or sent to John Scimeca, the 
assistant principal at St. Michael, who often sees students for 
uniform code violations. Of the students who come into his 
office for those violations, he estimates “that 60% of the 
students are boys.”  

Interestingly, however, according to 4 of 7 teachers, 
girls are in violation of the uniform code more frequently than 
boys. If that is true, why are boys catching the most heat for 
uniform violations? An anonymous source believes this is 
because “teachers often feel uncomfortable telling girls that 
they are out of uniform, so they don’t. They are more 
comfortable pointing out when boys are out of uniform.” This 
sentiment is echoed by others. Apparently, even though 
teachers are aware of uniform violation by the girls, they 
ignore them and focus attention on the boys who are in 
violation instead. 

Students at St. Michael believe this is the case. 
According to a recent survey, 52.4% of female students at St. 
Michael are worried about skirt length and getting into trouble 
for it. However, the same survey reveals that of the girls polled, 
only 19% were in dress code for skirt length on the day they 



were questioned.  None of them had received citation for their 
skirt length that day.  Therefore, while girls claim to worry 
about dress code, they also seem to understand that there is 
little chance of anyone saying anything about skirt length. 
None of the girls reported being told “to not come back to 
school until the problem is fixed” or assigned Saturday school 
for skirt length violations.  What is the purpose of making a 
rule concerning skirt length if it is not going to be enforced? 

Boys, on the other hand, do face consequences for 
violations.  According to the data gathered from the same 
survey, half of the boys polled said that they had either been 
told “to not come back to school until the problem is fixed” or 
had been given Saturday school because of a uniform violation. 

This survey suggests that male students at St. Michael, 
on top of having to deal with all the other stress that comes 
with being a student, also spend more time in the crosshairs of 
faculty and administration for dress code violations.  It’s one 
more thing to worry about.  And it’s not fair.  

 

Uniforms:  By The Numbers 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Athletic P.E. 
By Britton Cooper 

 
Many schools in Baldwin and Mobile counties have 

athletic P.E. classes, and I believe we should have one as well. 
Athletic P.E. classes are when schools take all the athletes from 
a specific sport, and, when they are in season, put all of those 
athletes in the same period for P.E. These athletes are typically 
put into the last P.E. period of the day, and this has many 
benefits on and off the field. 

One benefit of an athletic P.E. period is being able to 
start practice before school is over. With most of the P.E. 
periods throughout the week being an hour long and most 
practices being two hours long, athletes with athletic P.E. at the 
end of the day would already be halfway through practices by 
the time school lets out. One obvious positive to come from 
such a situation is that athletes would get home earlier. 
Athletes who don’t start practice until after tutorials and then 
have a two-hour practice have a hard time finding the energy 
and motivation to finish the one-and-a-half to two hours of 
homework expected by St. Michael administrators and faculty. 
The extra time yielded by starting practice with an athletic P.E. 
could contribute to a better sleep schedule for athletes which 
could improve both athletic and academic performances. 
Athletes who needed tutorials could break from practice long 
enough to attend.  

Additionally, an athletic P.E. would provide ample time 
for athletes to warm-up and stretch before practice.  Coaches 
could focus on their practice plans and not have to worry about 
conditioning or warm-ups. The additional time devoted to 
getting athletes ready for a play might contribute to a decrease 
of injuries. 

In response to being asked how he could benefit from 
an athletic P.E. period, Nathan Long, a soccer player at St. 

Michael, said, “I think an athletic P.E. period at St. Michael 
would be great. It would allow me to get practice out of the 
way so that I can get home and get all my work done and get 
more sleep.” Another athlete, Mary Byrne Callahan, feels the 
same: “An athletic P.E. period would let us warm-up before 
practice and help reduce injuries in practice. 

It seems like there are positives that could result from 
implementing an athletic P.E. Many of these positives have to 
do with the athletes being able to perform better due to extra  
time to prepare, but there are also some educational benefits. I 
believe that the athletes could benefit from this in many ways, 
and typically if the athletes are doing well, so are the coaches. 
For these reasons I feel that there is no reason to not give an 
Athletic P.E. period a shot sometime in the future.  

 
What’s Up in Sports? 

 
 

The volleyball team had a very successful year making 
it to the Sweet Sixteen round at State. The Cardinals played 
well and made us proud.  St. Michael will be entering the 2021 
season with plenty of experience due to only losing one senior 
at the end of this year.  

The swim team just recently completed the last regular 
season meet of the year and are now focusing on State meets 
which are coming up soon in Huntsville. Seniors Andrew 



Fouty and Lucy O’Neil  will be competing in multiple 
individual events, and the boys 200 yard medley relay will also 
be competing. Good Luck at State, swimmers! 

The boys’ basketball team recently began their season 
with a tough loss to Chickasaw in the last seconds. Since then, 
the boys have been on a three game winning streak, beating 
Orange Beach, Satsuma, and Elberta. The girls’ team is also 
enjoying success at the beginning of their season.  You can 
catch St. Michael basketball action virtually by subscribing to 
the YouTube channel below: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCapD11YHlkfh4yqaPHD
9gxA/videos 

The boys’ bowling team is 4-3 while the girls are 0-5. 
The boys are on a 4 game win streak after opening the season 
with 3 straight losses. The girls are off to a slow start, but are 
seeing improvement even in the losses. They lost their last 
match by 27 pins.  Keep up the good work, bowlers!.  

Last week, both the boys’ and girls’ cross country 
teams participated in the Alabama state championship in 
Oakville for their final meet of the season. The boys’ team was 
very successful, with Tripp Miller finishing in second place, 
and 4 other runners finishing in the top 50! The highest place 
finisher for the girls’ team was Rebekah Schott in 45th place, 
and the girls’ team had 5 runners finish in the top 100. While 
the boys’ team is set to lose 5/6 of it’s top runners next season, 
Tripp Miller will still have one final year of eligibility. For the 
girls, a majority of the team is set to return for next season.  
 

  

Thanksgiving Traditions 
By  Jacob Wood 

 
Even though we’re weathering a large scale pandemic, 

we can still (safely) enjoy our holidays this year. Of course, 
since Halloween passed over us only a little while ago, we’re 
now tasked with figuring out how to adapt our “Turkey Day” 
traditions to the new safety precautions required by our current 
global health crisis. Of course, there are many traditions to 
consider, from watching football games to eating at a large 
table with family. 

People have varying kinds of traditions when 
Thanksgiving comes around. These traditions can range from a 
simple dinner with your family, to playing games or watching 
football. There’s just so much you can do in a single day, and 
you have all of your family members to do those things with 
you. Corrine Blanchard’s family enjoys playing games along 
with their meal: “My mom’s side of the family always gets 
together to eat and play kick ball. Everyone gets really into it. 
We also play White Elephant, where each person brings in a 
gift and they get randomly selected by other members of the 
family.”  Being active with our families on Thanksgiving is a 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCapD11YHlkfh4yqaPHD9gxA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCapD11YHlkfh4yqaPHD9gxA/videos


great way to liven up the time that we spend with each other. 
Games like these ensure the day is full of energy and plenty of 
fun. 

Missy Calvery, St. Michael’s guidance counselor, is 
infamous on campus for her holiday traditions.  Calvery’s 
family has a vegetarian Thanksgiving due to her preferring not 
to eat meat.  “I am not a strict vegetarian,” she says.  “But I do 
not like to eat animals. So we usually have a vegetarian 
Thanksgiving. Our family has fun picking out new vegetarian 
dishes to try. There are a few foods that are standard to our 
Thanksgiving meal, and those are pumpkin spice parfaits and 
chocolate peanut butter pie.” Trying new things and finding 
new traditions that are healthy for us are all kinds of fun on 
Thanksgiving and really spice things up.  

In addition to changing up their food, Calvary’s family 
also frequently goes to a Pow-wow on Thanksgiving and 
experiences the day from a different perspective.  “We 
traditionally spend Thanksgiving Day in Atmore at the Poarch 
Creek Indian Pow-wow,” she shares.  “It is a beautiful 
experience with people from all ethnic backgrounds coming 
together to join in celebration and giving thanks.  This year 
would have been the Poarch Creek Indian’s 50th year for their 
Thanksgiving Pow-Wow, but, unfortunately, it has been 
cancelled due to COVID. Thanksgiving will not be the same 
not going to the Pow-wow this year.” 

No matter what traditions your family has observed in 
the past, it is likely they will be somewhat changed this year. 
With the coronavirus pandemic, many are concerned about 
keeping others safe while they give thanks. In fact, many 
people may decide to not host Thanksgiving festivities at all. 
Whatever choice your family makes, enjoy the day and take a 
minute to remember all the blessings which we have been 
given. 

 
By Wally Brand 

Q: How many feathers do Turkeys have? 

Bailey Belaire: Too many. 
Bri Morgan: More than a thousand. 
Emily Kilgore: Way too many. 
Abby Smith: Ummmm, 60. (That would look unnatural!) 
Nate Hartwell: A lot 
Jackson Jirka: 150  
Grant Bryars: A lot 
Answer:  Approximately 5,000 

 

Q: How long does it take to cook a 20 pound Turkey at 

350?  
Bri Morgan: 3 to 5 hours 
Nate Hartwell: About an hour (Don’t eat at Nate's house.) 
Jackson Jirka: 5 hours 
Grant Bryars: 4 hours  
Justin Helper: 7 hours (That would be one dry turkey.) 
Answer: 4 to 5 hours 

 
Q: Why do Chameleons change their color? 

Bri Morgan: Mood 
Nate Hartwell: Sometimes, they just wanna hide. 
Jackson Jirka: To protect themselves 
Jc Dirmeyer: For camouflage  
Answer: To communicate or represent mood. 



 
 
Q: How much bacteria do you have in your body? 

Abby Smith: 10 pounds 
Nate Hartwell: 30 pounds (Well, that's a terrifying.) 
Eloise Arthur: 19 pounds 
Jackson Jirka: 12 pounds 
Amelia Corbet: 5 pounds 
Loren Ickes: 2.5 
Emilee Taylor: 2 pounds 
Bailey McDonald: 30 pounds 
Lucy Lalisan: 25 pounds 
Maddie Haynes: 50 pounds (Umm, that seems dangerous.) 
Answer: Two to nine pounds 

 

Q:How many teeth do mosquitoes have? 

Emily Kilgore: 40 something 
Abby Smith:  Ummm, 30 
Nate Hartwell: 40 
Eloise Arthur: 47 
Amelia Corbet: 100 
Loren Ickes: 20 
Emilee Taylor: 48 
Bailey McDonald: 36 
Lucy Lalisan: 18  
Maddie Haynes: 15 
Answer: 47 teeth 

 

 

Q: Do you like clubs or advisory? 

Number of people who say clubs: 8 
Number of people who say advisory: 16 
And that one girl who said neither. 

 

 

 

 



 

 


