
August 11, 2021 

Dear parents and students, 


The 2021-2022 school year will be our third year affected by Covid. It’s certainly not what we 
wanted. Archbishop Rodi wrote a letter to Catholic schools on August 5,  requiring masking for 
all students, consistent with Alabama Department of Public Health and Center for Disease 
Control guidelines. We were given further protocols by the Office of Catholic Schools. The 
practices we have put in place below are reflective of the guidance from these directives.  


Even so, I enter this year with more optimism than last year for three reasons:


First, though the ADPH and CDC are requiring masks for all K-12 students, they’ve made it 
clear that this is a universal indoor mandate. For outside events, the CDC recommends “those 
who are not vaccinated wear masks in crowded outdoor settings or during activities that 
involve sustained close contact with other people.”


Second, most of the students who were quarantined last year were “close contacts” of an 
infected person, sitting within six feet of them in class. A single case of Covid often caused us 
to quarantine 20-30 students last year!  But this year, the CDC and ADPH have made an 
important change: If a student is diagnosed with Covid, but those next to him or her in class 
are at least three feet away and everyone is fully masked, then it’s no longer considered a 
“close contact.” This is huge, for it will keep many more students in school. 


And finally, a vaccine is available. Though there are no 100% guarantees in life, the data 
suggests the vaccines are highly effective, and in those rare cases when a vaccinated person 
gets Covid, the symptoms are milder, and he or she is less likely to become seriously ill.  We 
continue to recommend getting children 12+ years and older vaccinated as the best defense 
against this insidious virus.  


So, even though we’re all weary of this,  we can head into this year with some confidence that 
if everyone remains cooperative, and if more people get vaccinated, our lives may, perhaps, be 
less disrupted than before. 


That’s my hope. That’s my prayer! I appreciate everyone’s good cheer, optimism and flexibility 
as we embrace the challenges ahead. 

 
Onward and upward! 


Faustin N. Weber

Principal


https://mobarch.org/news/to-the-people-of-the-archdiocese-of-mobile-1


St. Michael Covid Protocols, 2021-22 
(as of 8/11/2021 )


These are the protocols of St. Michael Catholic High School, consistent with the 
Alabama Department of Public Health and the Center for Disease Control, as of August 11, 
2021, and additional instruction from the Archdiocese of Mobile. We will monitor future health 
directives and Covid conditions to make adjustments as needed. 


Morning Routines: 

1) Students may be dropped off either at the front entrance or they may park their cars in the 
back and walk into the gym foyer entrance (no cafeteria entrance, or gym side door 
entrance, like last year)


2) Exterior doors will open at 7:30 a.m. If students arrive earlier, they will need to wait outside. 
If the weather is bad, they can wait inside the main entrance foyer if fully masked. 


3) Students will have temperatures checked by teachers at the front entrance and gym lobby.

4) Masks are required upon entering the building and must be worn the entire time a student 

is in the main academic building or field house.

5) The indoor mask requirement is for all students, faculty, staff and visitors.

6) Students should not congregate in the hallways when arriving to school. They should go 

directly to their first period classes. First period teachers will open up their classrooms no 
later than 7:30 a.m. for that purpose.


During the Day: 

1) Every room will be disinfected each day by the custodial team. 

2) We will continue to reinforce frequent hand washing. In addition, disinfectant stations will 

be dispersed around campus for additional use. 

3) Classrooms will separate desks apart as far as possible. 

4) We will not conduct whole school assemblies or Masses for reasons of social distancing.  

Half the student body will attend assemblies, the other half will watch live video feeds of 
the event in their classes. 


5) Lunches will be handed out to students in the cafeteria. To minimize congestion, they will 
be served in two distinct lines, by alphabet  (A-K in one line, L-Z in the other). Also, we will 
dismiss grades in two minute intervals, with seniors going to lunch on the first bell, then 
juniors two minutes later, then sophomores, and then freshmen. 


6) Students should disperse as widely as possible for lunch. They  have the option to eat in 
the cafeteria, the gym or outside. If they eat in the cafeteria or gym, they must stay 
separate by 6 feet or more and put their masks on immediately after eating. 


7) We encourage students to go outside as much as possible during lunches and through out 
the day, so after socially spacing,  they may take off their masks, and breathe deeply. 


8) Athletes in locker rooms must remain masked and six feet distant. If they do so, there will 
be much less chance of becoming a “close contact” and being sidelined for 10 days in the 
middle of the season.


9) During weight lifting, students must remain in masks while waiting and spotting for others. 
When it’s their turn for lifting, they may take off their masks to do so. 


End of the Day: 

1) End of day bells are at 3:05 Monday through Thursday and 2:45 on Fridays. Everyone must 
clear the academic hallways at dismissal unless they’re on their way to tutorials or to an 
approved classroom event after school.


2) Tutorials are from 3:15 until 3:50 Monday through Thursday but not on Friday. 




3) To allow our athletes to attend tutorials,  team practices will begin no sooner than 4 p.m. on 
Monday through Thursday. They may begin immediately after school on Friday.  


4) Athletes not attending tutorials may wait in the field house or outside until practice begins. 
However, the mask mandate still applies to all inside spaces, including locker rooms. 


School and Athletic Events: 

1) Everyone must wear masks when transported by the school to any offsite event. This 
includes those who are fully vaccinated. Examples: Sports teams, bands, chorus, academic 
competitions, etc. No exceptions. 


2) Masks are not required for outside athletic events, though they are recommended for 
unvaccinated people when crowds gather and spacing is tight.  Masks are mandatory in 
locker rooms, busses, etc. at both home and away venues.


3) For indoor athletic events, athletes must remain masked and socially distant while on the 
sidelines. When they enter the game, they may take off their masks, but then must put 
them on again when back to the sidelines.


4) Spectators for indoor athletic events must be masked and socially distant. 

5) For Fall sporting events, tickets to attend must be purchased before the game on line, as 

posted on the school website. Without a ticket, we cannot allow entrance. 


Distance Learning: 

It is not our current intention to offer a distance learning option to those who are on Covid 
protocol. Rather, teachers will work individually with that student to help that student stay 
current in work to the best of his or her ability. 


However, should Covid quarantine many students at once, St. Michael will consider beginning 
distance learning just for those students during the quarantine period. 


We Ask Parents to: 

1) Keep their child home if he or she is sick. It protects the health and safety of other students 
and their teachers. 


2) Contact the school immediately if a parent is isolating his or her child as a result of a 
diagnosed cases of Covid,  or is at home quarantining because of contact with a family or 
friend with Covid.


3) Insist, please, that your child abides by mask protocols outside of school hours. It makes 
very little sense to be scrupulous in following protocols while at St. Michael if the child 
ignores all protocols away from school. If last year was predictive, far more kids will 
contract Covid outside of school than within it.


4) Consider, please, getting your child vaccinated. Teens have a natural desire to be close to 
their friends, to hang out in groups, and to socialize. These are good things!  Vaccination 
isn’t a guarantee, but it’s our best chance of keeping kids in school, keeping them eligible 
to represent their school in sporting events, academic and musical competitions, and 
otherwise enjoying all that is good and normal about high school life. We all want “normal” 
for our kids!



