
 

 

Spring	Cardinal	Model	UN	Conference	addresses	Oceans	in	Crisis	
4/10/22	

	
		 This	past	Saturday,	April	9th,	2022,	the	St.	Michael	High	School	Model	United	
Nations	team	hosted	its	2nd	Annual	Spring	Cardinal	Model	UN	(MUN)	Conference,	enabling	
participants	to	experience	being	a	delegate	in	the	middle	of	a	global	crisis.	
	

Since	2019,	the	St.	Michael	Model	UN	Team	has	organized	and	hosted	five	Model	UN	
Conferences	for	area	students.		This	year,	the	2nd	Annual	Spring	Cardinal	Model	UN	
Conference	welcomed	110	students	from	Alabama	School	of	Math	and	Science,	Baldwin	
County	Virtual	Secondary	School,	Bayside	Academy,	Daphne	High	School,	Elberta	High	
School,	Fairhope	High	School,	Greene	County	High	School,	Robert	Brown	Middle	School,	
Saint	Benedict	School,	Saint	Michael,	and	Thompson	High	School.		Led	by	St.	Michael	Co-
Chairs	Tradd	McDaniel	and	Mimi	Smith,	the	delegates	in	the	Disarmament	Committee	
(DISEC)	addressed	the	issue	of	the	maritime	piracy.		Led	by	St.	Michael	Co-Chairs	
Marguerite	Cowles	and	Lexi	Kruse,	the	delegates	in	the	United	Nations	Environmental	
Programme	(UNEP)	addressed	the	issue	of	ocean	acidification.			
	
		 “My	favorite	part	about	being	a	Chair	is	when	I	first	see	a	participant	get	very	
passionate	about	the	topic	being	debated,”	said	Committee	Chair	Margie	Cowles.		“I	love	
being	able	to	play	a	vital	role	in	helping	others	expand	their	knowledge	and	worldview,	and	
become	more	comfortable	with	themselves	and	public	speaking	in	the	process.”		
	
		 During	the	Closing	Ceremony,	many	of	the	students	were	recognized	for	their	
conference	preparation	and	participation.		Best	Position	Paper	Awards	for	students	
completing	research	and	optional	position	papers	for	their	countries	were	presented	to	St.	
Michael	student	Natalia	Pyatt	and	Greene	County	student	Jaila	Brooks.		Bayside	Academy	
students	Anna	Camille	Ahrendt	and	Virginia	McCrory,	Fairhope	student	Ana	Kangsumrith,	
and	St.	Michael	students	Keeley	Bulman,	Phoebe	Cisneros,	Andrew	Corbett,	Conner	Brown,	
Josh	Kurz,	Minna	Sellers,	and	Lina	Ramos	received	Best	Position	Paper	Honorable	Mention	
Awards.		
	
		 "I'm	very	grateful	and	happy	that	my	time	and	efforts	paid	off,”	stated	St.	Michael	
freshman	Natalia	Pyatt	on	receiving	her	Best	Position	Paper	Award.		"I'm	glad	that	I've	
been	able	to	gain	more	experience	with	Model	UN,	and	I	hope	to	continue	doing	so!"		
	
		 Best	Delegate	Awards	were	selected	by	the	Committee	Chairs	for	those	students	
who	best	represented	and	advocated	for	their	country	and	were	presented	to	Thompson	
High	School	student	Philip	Martin	and	St.	Michael	student	Conner	Brown.		Daphne	student	
JB	Bellew,	Elberta	student	Eloise	Arthur,	Fairhope	students	Sylvia	Hurley	and	Ana	
Kangsumrith,	St.	Michael	students	Jeb	Bathrick,	Andrew	Corbett,	Judah	McAleer,	John	
Newman,	and	Minna	Sellers	and	Thompson	High	School	student	Callie	Culver	received	Best	
Delegate	Honorable	Mention	Awards.		
	



 

 

		 Finally,	Delegate	Choice	Awards	were	voted	on	by	the	student	participants	and	
presented	to	Thompson	High	School	student	Philip	Martin	and	Elberta	student	Eloise	
Arthur.		Fairhope	students	Sylvia	Hurley	and	Ana	Kangsumrith	and	St.	Michael	student	
Conner	Brown	
received	Honorable	Mention	Delegate	Choice	Awards.		
	
 This year, the St. Michael Model UN Team’s 98 members (28% of the student body) won 
43 awards, marking the first time the team topped 40 awards in a single academic year.  One 
student integral to the success of the team was senior Andrew Corbett.  With the awards he won 
at the Spring Cardinal Conference, he raised his four-year total to 14 awards, the most of any 
student in the history of the school.   
 
 “I joined Model UN during my sophomore year because I thought that it would help me 
with A.P. Human Geography, but I stayed because I found the experience to be challenging yet 
fun, cooperative yet independent, and very educational,” said Andrew Corbett.  “It was through 
Model UN that I made some great friends, friendships that might not have happened had I not 
met these people through Model UN.” 
  
  In addition, this conference was a special one for St. Michael Model UN Advisor Paul 
Saboe as it was his 75th conference as a Model UN Advisor.   Through those 75 conferences, 
Mr. Saboe’s students have won 804 awards, including 12 Best Delegation Awards, 3 Runner-Up 
Best Delegation or Outstanding Delegation Awards, 176 gavels for Best Delegate or Rapporteur 
Awards, and 224 Position Paper Awards, and have earned three national rankings from 
BestDelegate.com.   
 
 “I have been fortunate to work with great students at three schools and to see those 
students hone their skills and realize their potential, but the St. Michael students have set the bar 
high, earning a Best Delegation Award in only their second college-sponsored conference and 
overall earning 93 awards the past three years,” noted Mr. Saboe.    
 
  Area middle school and high school students can join Mr. Saboe and the St. Michael 
Model UN Team this summer at St. Michael’s first ever Model UN Summer Camp and learn 
how to excel at Model UN.   As part of the Camp Cardinal Summer Camp Program, the Model 
UN Camp will run Monday, June 20th to Thursday, June 23rd, 9:00 am to noon, at the St. 
Michael campus in Fairhope, AL, and will teach participants parliamentary procedure and 
debating, resolution writing and sponsorship, and conflict-resolution and consensus-building 
through different committee simulations.  Parents can obtain more information about the camp 
by emailing Mr. Saboe at psaboe@stmichaelchs.org. 	


