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Sharon Eltzholtz, Bulletin Assistant 
Bulletin@stjosephnewton.org 

 

Robert Lasser, Finance Administrator  
Finance@stjosephnewton.org - 973-383-1985 

 

TRUSTEES OF THE PARISH 
Dorothy Bosi, George Hayek  

and Gerard Woodring 

 

Pentecost Sunday – may 31, 2020 

 

The Sanctuary Lamp,  
which burns near the Tabernacle  

as a reminder of our Lord’s presence  
in the Most Holy Eucharist,  

burns this week in loving memory of:  

 

 

And the hosts and wine,  
which will become the  
Holy Body and Precious Blood  
of our Lord, were given  
in loving memory of:  

 

Weekly Remembrance 

May they now be resting in the peace     
of the Lord’s heavenly kingdom! 

 

We pray for all those who are in need  
of the Lord’s healing presence: 

 

Gary Arvary, Ron Ayers, Gene Belcher,  
Fred Bender, Mary Benziger, Egon Berninger,  

John Ciccone, Louise Crann, Father Angelus Croce,  
James Cunningham, Alex DeMartino, Derya Demirtas,  

Jennifer DiNardo, Mary Ann Dowling,  Jennifer Downing, 
Russell English, John Fedash, Kathie Fetchko, Chris Flora,  

Theresa Fusco, Monsignor Mark Giordani, John Greed,  
Joy Grenewicz, Suzanne Hammond, Finnuala Hanifan,  
Jessica & Hannah Joseph, Ann Inglima, Susan Kadar,  

Father Daniel Kelly, Jessica Kirby, Darby Knox,  
Valerie Landell, Shirley Lavin, Elaine LeFever, Roberto Leyva, 

Beth Malkin,  Sal Mauceli, Deirdre Metzger, Sharon Miller, 
Jake Michael Miraldi, Mike Palumbo, Cheryl Piritz,  

Joyce & Mike Polster, Michael Porfido, James Proulx,  
Joan Riccardi, John Rokicki, Donna Rozsas, Alexia Russ, 

Father Jude Salus, George Scarpa, Ben Sellitto,  
Steve Sherwood, Coleen Shields, Crystal Siro, Francis Siro, 
Terri Skill, Ernest Sprague, Gloria Steets, Kristen & Sofia 

Steets, Evelyn Strauss, Joni Strauss, Delia Sutton,  
Edna & Paul Swenson and Rita Zimich.  

Saturday 5/30 Private  
Mass 

Emilia Alonso 
Ann Csepela 

Sunday 
May 31st

 

 
Pentecost Sunday 

       
Private  
Mass 

 

 

 

William Kerwick 
Ann Clark 
Elizabeth Wilburn 
John Tomasula 
 

Monday 6/1 Private Mass Lucy Amalfitano 

Tuesday 6/2 Private Mass  Father Vernon DeCouteau 

Wednesday 6/3 Private  
Mass 

Red Fowler 
John Tomasula 

Thursday 6/4 Private Mass Deacon Robert Pringle 

Friday 6/5 Private Mass Nunzio D’Elia 

Saturday 6/6 Private 
Mass 

Police Officer Gary Walker 
Shirley Garripoli 

Sunday 
June 7th

 

   
The Most Holy 
Trinity 
 

 
 

Private 
Mass 

Father Michael Burke 
Joseph Chinnici 
Gail Leiser 
Roberta Treptau 
Francis & Stella Covel 
 
 
 

 
 

 

“Oremus Pro Invicem” 

mailto:kellydachisen@gmail.com


 
 

This week’s events 

 
 

Food pantry 

May 24, 2020 
 

Collection $ 5,318 
Online Giving $1,583 

 
Total: $ 6,901 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 

 

Due to state regulations and  

un-Constitutional mandates  

of the Governor,  

ALL churches and parish offices 

have been closed and we are  

forbidden to celebrate Mass publicly 

with threats of being summoned.  

 
 June 7, 2020 

 

Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9 
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Saint John 3:16-18 

 
 

WEEKEND DONATIONS 

 

Next Weekend readings 

                     “I can do things you cannot, you can do things I cannot; 
together we can do great things.”  
                   ~ Saint Mother Teresa 

Thank you for your Support 

  

CANCELLATIONS 

Our Saint Mother Teresa Food Pantry will reopen on 
Wednesday, June 3rd starting at 10:30am-12:00Noon.  

All our volunteers will be following all the safety 
guidelines which have been put forth by the State of 
New Jersey.   

 
As we open our doors, we will need the following 
items. 
 

Ketchup   Toilet paper 

Mayonnaise   Laundry detergent   
Mustard   Dish soap 
Ranch salad dressing  Shampoo 

Canned chicken  Conditioner 
Coffee    Body wash 
Paper towels 

 
We are very grateful to those who have made donations  

to our food pantry during this Wuhan Virus epidemic. 

As we continue on our ninth week of being 
closed, we remain so grateful to the many  
people who have been so generous to their  
parish even though our doors have been closed 
on us.  
 
If you have not yet helped us, you may do so 
online, send via mail or drop it off at the Parish 
Center at 22 Halsted Street during the week 
from 9:00am-12:00Noon.   
 
You also can support your parish family by 

making a one time or weekly online 
(secure) donation.  Just scan this 
code (or if you have an Apple 
phone, you only have to take a  
picture of this code) and follow the 
directions.   

 
Thank you for your continued generosity! 

 
 

Parish center closed 

By mandate of the Apostolic  
Administrator, all churches and  

all Parish Offices are to 

REMAIN CLOSED  
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  

If you are in need of anything please email us 
at secretary@stjosephnewton.org 



 

 
 

Salvation of souls 

There are so many amazing things we started this year 
that we know will continue into the 2020-2021 Faith  
Formation Year.  We thank all the following volunteers 
that kept our arrivals and dismissals running like a well-
oiled machine and our aides that helped in the  
classrooms assisting our catechists.   
 
Our Catechists went from regularly scheduled Faith  
Formation classes right into creating groups online and 
preparing work assignments to email to students.  At the 
same time, trying to keep connected to all the families 
that were already dealing with their jobs and their  
children’s schoolwork. 
 

Our Faith Formation Program works because we are a 
team of people working together with the same goal 
helping the children of our parish on their journey of 
faith.  The names below are all of the amazing Catechists 
and Support Team members who worked with your  
children on their journey of faith this year: 
 

Our Catechists (Grades 1-7)  
Sister, Nivia Arias, Sister Ramona Beltre, Sister Brithany 
Bustillo, Sister Christina Chong, Mrs. Michelle  
Gallagher, Sister Cherilly Galley, Sister Lien Phan, Sister 
Janna San Juan, Sister Anne Weiss, Sister Rose Wingard,  
 

Our Confirmation Catechists 
Fred Barbieri, Gary Carlson, Lori Homentosky,  
Jeff LoCascio, Sarah & Ed Samanns.  
 

Our Support Team  
Anmarie Acocella, Victoria Amorese, LisaMarie  
Flanagan, Carolyn Kelly, Linda Nick, Daisy Nogueira 
and Jerry Woodring.      
 

All of these dedicated people unselfishly gave of  
themselves this year and we are so very grateful to all of 
them.  Please accept our sincere and heartfelt thanks for 
all you have done and will continue to do in this most 
important ministry in our parish family. 
 

A special thank you to Mother Karen Dunn for all her 
support, encouragement and positive spirit she has shown 
to her sisters, the children and our volunteers this year. 
 

Finally, our sincere thanks to Mrs. Christine Shell, the 
Executive Assistant to Faith Formation, for making  
everything run smoothly and keeping Father on his toes.  
God bless you all for sharing your gifts and talents!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No More Second Collections 

 
The Don Bosco Columbiettes #7784  
are sponsoring a campaign to seek  
our Blessed  Mother’s intercession  

for the Salvation Of Souls.   
Please support this endeavor to pray  

ONE MILLION HAIL MARYS.    
 

The campaign will continue until  
May 31, 2020.  

You can e-mail your tallies to:   
hailmarysforsos@gmail.com or write the number on 

a slip of paper and drop it into the container by 
Mary’s statue.   

The tally so far is: 1,125,943 
 

 
 

Faith formation news 

 

 
 

Sacred Linen Ministry 

As a result of your great generosity, we have  
eliminated almost all second collections for the past 
four years. Because of this great success, we are  
planning to continue this special collection again this 
year even though our doors have still been closed by 
the government and diocese.   

In a few weeks, each family will receive a letter with a 
special envelope requesting a yearly contribution of 
one hundred dollars ($100) or more, to once again 
eliminate most second collections.  

I am more than confident that your weekly  
contributions will continue as they have in years past 
and we will be able to accomplish more and more 
through your generosity and commitment to your  
parish church as we strive to reach our weekly goal of 
$10,000.  

Thank you for all that you do  
for your parish family.  

Have you been thinking of a unique and simple way 
of becoming part of a ministry here at Saint Joseph 
Church? Each and every week, one person is  
assigned from a group of women (men are also  
graciously invited) who come and pick up the sacred 
altar linens which were used over the past week in 
church. This special ministry involves caring for, 
laundering and ironing those sacred linens which 
touch the Holy Body and Precious Blood of our Lord 
at Mass.  

 

If you might be interested in this special  

ministry, please contact Doreen Zimmerman  

at the Parish Center at 973-383-1985.  



 

 

 

 

“ 

 

 

 

 

For the “health and well-being” of all?  

Let me begin with an apology for having gotten 
many of you excited that our Church was finally 
open again, only to be closed a few days later.   
I was acting at the prompting of the Apostolic  
Administrator of our diocese who informed all 
clergy late Friday evening (via email) that it was 
“Time to open our churches” “When we were 
ready.”  For me, that time was eight weeks ago, 
and therefore, acted immediately, opening our 
church on Monday, Memorial Day, this past 
week.  It seems that the assurances made to the 
bishops that our “illustrious Governor” was going 
to lift the ban from churches was to be lifted,  
in reality, it did not.   

In recent times, we have heard the phrase “For the 
health and well-being of the people” often tossed 
around by many secular and religious leaders as to 
their motive for shutting down churches and other 
houses of worship throughout the world.   

In an interview with Cardinal Gerhard Ludwig 
Muller (Prefect of the Congregation of the Doctrine 
and Faith) on EWTN’s Word Over Program with 
Raymond Arroyo, Mr. Arroyo asked the Cardinal: 
“Many governors and states would say ’we are 
protecting the health and well-being of the people, 
that is our first obligation and if that requires  
shutting down Masses or asking people to stay 
home, so be it, you would say what?’” Cardinal 
Muller replied: “In some cases that could be right. 
But… if other possibilities are given, if you can go 
into the supermarket, why can you not go into the 
church? Why is the danger in the church bigger 
than in the supermarket? And, also in other cases, 
nobody has the right to forbid the priests, the 
shepherds, to withhold from the people who are 
dying or very ill their social and religious right to 
have the pastoral care in these cases.  Security for 
your life is not the only value we have here; the 
spiritual values we have cannot totally isolate us 
from the whole population; it is not possible.   
Other dangers in our life make it impossible to  
remain absolutely in our homes.”  

I have said this many times, our Universal Church 
and the majority of its hierarchy, have failed  
miserably in caring for those who are sick, those 
who have died and their families who are left to 
mourn the death of their loved ones alone and 
without the pastoral care of their local pastors  
during this Wuhan Virus epidemic.  It boggles my 
mind that a virus (although very serious), which is 
98% curable, has caused the government to  
unjustly take away the very first right enunciated 
in our Constitution.  Maybe our forefathers had 
some insight into how future generations would 
use unjust governmental power to roll over the 

rights of religion by putting it first.  I am not sure 
who holds the greater fault, the civil authorities 
usurping the rights of the American people or the 
Church’s hierarchy for laying down so quickly in 
the name of “safety and well-being of the people” 
by somehow forgetting what Cardinal Sarah  
mentioned last week.  

Directly to this point, a Catholic legal scholar, 
whose opinions I respect and whom I have  
consulted from time to time, shared with me: “We 
must always remember that the free exercise of 
religion is a fundamental liberty. That is the  
highest category of protected liberty – protected 
from infringement by the government – which we 
have.  It is in the same category as thought, speech, 
press and assembly. It is in the First Amendment 
to highlight its vital importance to the framers of 
the Constitution who had just fought a bloody war 
and seceded from a kingdom whose monarchs had 
taxed them for the benefit of the British church.  
Of course, it is a natural right; but the government 
and (most of) the courts do not know what that is.” 

Mr. Arroyo continued his interview stating that 
Cardinal Robert Sarah (Prefect of the Congregation 
for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the  
Sacraments) commented earlier this week:  
“The Church has committed herself to the  
struggles for a better world. She has been right to 
support ecology, peace, dialogue, solidarity and 
the equitable distribution of wealth.  All these 
struggles are just. But they could make us forget 
the words of Jesus: “My kingdom is not of this 
world… Covid-19 laid bare an insidious disease 
that is eating away at the Church, she thought that 
she was ‘of this world’…. The Church must 
change. She must stop being afraid of causing 
shock and of going against the tide.”  Mr. Arroyo 
once again asked Cardinal Muller: “Has the 
Church become too worldly or forgotten its  
mission in the name of all these social justice  
initiatives?” asks Raymond to Cardinal Muller,  
to which he replied: “Our main mission is to 
preach the kingdom of God, the deep values and 
the love to God and to the neighbor to the next and 
to celebrate the sacraments, to give grace, to give 
consolation and to give hope.  It is clear that  
human beings are not living by bread alone but by 
the Word that is coming from God.  Who wants to 
forbid the Church to do their work and to  
complete its mission to preach the Gospel and to 
come together?”   

So, there you have it, two significant Cardinals in 
our Catholic Church reminding us that the “safety 
and well-being” of persons is not limited to just 
this world, but the next as well.  We are not  



 

 

Article continued... 

heretics like Plato, who believed that the “body is 
the sepulcher of the soul.” We are humans, made 
in the image and likeness of God, made up of 
body and soul, which BOTH need to be  
nourished and tended to.  I believe that Cardinal 
Muller is 100% correct, we must be reminded 
(often) that we are not made for this world, but 
for the next.  Therefore, care of the soul should 
ALWAYS take precedence over the body.  I am 
not saying that we should neglect, denigrate,  
or abuse the body which we have been given, just 
the opposite.  However, we must always  
remember that our soul is much more superior to 
our body, for it was created to last forever.   

So, in the end, we are left exhausted, fearful,  
aggravated and maybe even exasperated by the 
farce of “health and well-being” being used to 
trample our Constitutional rights to peacefully 
assemble and practice our God-given faith.   
We have been forced to obey the laws of man 
when the command of Jesus Himself was: “Unless 
you eat my flesh and drink my blood, you do not 
have life within you… Do this in remembrance of 
me” (John 6:53).  

Most recently, I have been accused of being 
“ignorant, lacking cultural competence, spewing 
my political opinions and lacking the managing 
the health of the church and community  
competently during the Covid-19 pandemic” to 
which I respond: I am hardly ignorant about most 
things, but I am always willing to learn and to be  
educated on many others. As far as lacking 
“cultural competence,” I am not really even sure 
what this means.  Regarding “spewing my  
political opinions,” I take great offense. If giving 
credit to our Vice-President and President for the 
excellent job they are doing during this epidemic 
is political, then once again, I am lost for 
words.  Taking a stand on recent and relevant  
current issues in the Church and society, is my 
vocation, as long as it leads people to a better  
understanding of these occurrences in light of the 
Gospel.  I also believe that I have the same right 
(which has also recently come under attack) that 
all individuals possess and that is to express my 
own personal thoughts.  While I realize I am the 
pastor of our church, I am also an individual  
person with the God-given right to express my 
thoughts and opinions without the fear of being 
silenced, demeaned, or attacked.  This is the basis 
of debate and conversation.  This is the  
basis in which our Republic was founded.   
Too often, people (on both sides of the aisle) want 
to silence the other by ad hominem comments or 
the latest trick of accusing others of being  
xenophobic, homophobic, anti-American,  

ignorant, lacking cultural competence, or spewing 
political opinions.  Finally, with regard to my 
“lacking the managing of the health of church and 
community competent,” again, I take umbrage as 
I have followed each and every local, state, federal 
and ecclesiastical protocol, even when I did not 
agree with them personally.   

You must remember (as many of my brother 
priests and bishops should as well) that we are 
not medical doctors, we are guardians of the 
soul.  Our main job, our basic ministry and our 
central vocation, is the shepherding of souls.   
Depriving our faithful of the fundamental “source 
and summit” of their faith when they need it the 
most, is anathema.  Once again, Cardinal Sarah is 
correct to remind us of Jesus’ own words “Man 
(and woman) do not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of 
God” (Matthew 4:4).  Maybe our priests, bishops 
and cardinals should remember this when the 
government is trying to trample our God-given 
rights and we just lay down in silence for the 
“health and safety” of our people having become 
the “lukewarm” which the Book of Revelation 
warns us about: “So, because you are lukewarm 
and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my 
mouth” (Revelation 3:16).  

Once again, I feel the need to reiterate that I am in 
no way suggesting that we should crowd our 
churches once again. Still, I think that if other 
“essential services” are allowed to function 
properly under the edicts of executives, who have 
no legal standing to create new laws by  
themselves, our churches should be considered 
“essential” as well.  I think it is coming very close 
to civil disobedience.  I take my hat off to Bishop 
Peter Baldacchino (Las Cruces, New Mexico) for 
being the first Catholic prelate to lift the ban on 
the public celebration of Mass in his diocese as 
well as Archbishop Bernard Anthony Hebda 
(Saint Paul and Minneapolis), Bishop Austin  
Vetter (Helena, Montana) and Bishop Robert  
Coerver (Lubbock, Texas), for defying their  
governor’s mandate of closing all churches.   
Maybe it is time that ALL the bishops of the  
United States and even around the world,  
returned to their mandate of being shepherds,  
of being conscious about the spiritual “well-being 
and safety” of all their sheep by opening up ALL 
Catholic Churches throughout the world.  What 
will they do? Arrest us all?    

Let us take to heart the timely words of Benjamin 
Franklin: “Those who give up essential liberty to 
purchase a little temporary safety, deserve neither 
liberty or safety” (1706-1790).  

 

 



 

Please support those who support us! 

 

 
Come and Visit our new 

Father Michael J. Burke Thrift Shop 
(located across the street from the Parish Center) 

 

IS CLOSED  
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE! 

 

Confessor, Spiritual Advisor and 
Friend. Gone to his eternal reward.  

 
Dr. Francis A. Siro, OFS 

Dr. Maria M. Cruz 
Dr. Carlos A. Abdul-Chani 

 

8 US Highway 206 
Stanhope, New Jersey 07874 

(973) 347-7500 
www.ByramVet.com 

ABBEY GIFT SHOP 
289 Route 206, Newton 

973-383-2092 
Books, Rosaries, Statues,  

Jewelry ,Crucifixes 
Tuesday-Saturday 9:30-11:45am 

1:15-4:30pm, Sunday 1:15-4:30pm 

Saint Joseph Church’s Cemetery 
137-151 Route 206 - Newton, New Jersey  

 

Crypts and niches are still available in our Queen of Heaven Mausoleum (inside and outside) 

For further information, please contact our Parish Center at: 973.383.1985 

Smith-McCracken Funeral Home 

63 High Street, Newton, NJ - 973-383-4600 
 

Our Caring Staff of Funeral Directors 
Robert E. McCracken, Owner/Manager - N.J. Lic. No. 3640 

Andrew Jorritsma, Director - N.J. Lic. No. 3860, Rachael Zeberl, Director - N.J. Lic. No. 5127 
At Need Funerals - Prearrangement Consultation - Medicaid & SSI Funeral Trusts–Cremation Services-Monuments 

www.smithmccrackenfuneralhome.com                                                 mccrackenwood@earthlink.net 

 
Jude DiGidio, CFP 
973-729-0125 x202 
Jude.Digidio@lpl.com 
B&D Group 
1A Main Street, Suite 5 
Sparta, NJ  07871 

B&D 
Carefully 
Planned, 
Smart  
Investing 

Securities offered through 
LPL Financial,  Inc.  
Member FINRA/SIPC 
B&D Group and  
LPL Financial Inc.  
are separate entities 

Happy  
Birthday 

 
 
 
 
Father Bert Allen 

Majors 

S 

   M 

 

2017 Gold N.J. Herald  
Reader’s Choice  
Best Pet Services 

WE TREAT YOUR PET LIKE FAMILY! Father Michael 
J. Burke 

March 11, 2018 
 

We remember you with great 
fondness and love.   

 
We remember Louisiana State Trooper  

George Baker and North Carolina  
Senior Detention Officer Alexander Pettiway 

 who died in the line of duty or from the  
Wuhan Virus  this past week.   

May they be resting in  the peace of the  
heavenly kingdom! 

 

 
 
 

In  
Loving 

Memory  
of  

Anne  
Lundgren 

 

 
We pray for all those who are sick with 
the Wuhan Virus, those who have died 

and those who care for them.   
May the Lord of mercies continue to 
bless them with His healing power.  

Happy  
Anniversary 

 
Monsignor 

Peter Doody 
 

Father Michael 
Szwarc 

 
Father Marcin 

Bradtke 



Securities offer through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).   
Registered Broker - Dealer, Member FINRA, SIPC 

   ILIFF - RUGGIERO FUNERAL HOME 
OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS SINCE 1900 

 Catholic Family Owned & Operated  
Louis R. Ruggiero, Owner, President, Director; N.J. State Lic. No. 3686 

Domenic L. Ruggiero, Manager, Director, N.J. State Lic. No. 3968 
156 MAIN STREET (ROUTE 206) NEWTON, NJ 

973-383-5200     www.iliff-ruggierofuneralhome.com 

 
 

Frank Gargin, MBA 
Personal Financial Representative 
Allstate Financial Services, LLC 
191 Woodport Road 
Sparta, NJ  07871 
Office 973-729-8644 
Fax 973-729-1166 
FrankGargin@AllState.com 
 

 

 
That the Word of God  

may enlighten our minds  
and lead us into all truth.        

Saint Anthony, pray for us. 
 

 

 

REPAIRS 
ALTERATIONS 

NEW INSTALLATIONS 
 
 

 R    SS 
 Plumbing & Heating Services 
 Residential & Commercial 
 
Brian Ross 
N.J. Lic. #9007    (973) 579-0003 











 

 
 

  

       
    

TURI MASONRY 
Stone Brick Concrete Tile Pavers   

Steps, Floors Backsplashes  
Patios, Walls Walkways  

Foundations, etc.  
Free Estimates 

Fully Insured 
 
 

973-383-7412 
Find us on Facebook 

  

Come and see our new special events room.  
Think of us for parties, Anniversaries,  

Repasts, First Holy Communions, Birthdays, 
Sweet Sixteens or any special needs.   

 

Compassionate Care Hospice 
Our Medicare Certified hospice program is committed to helping patients and their Families live fully and comfortably during life’s most  

challenging time.  Our goal is provide holistic, compassionate care to patients by considering their medical, physical, emotional and 
 spiritual needs.  Our specially trained staff woks as a dedicated team providing comfort, preserving dignity and enhancing quality of life. 
We recognize that living with a life-limiting illness presents a unique set of challenges, and we have developed disease-specific, home 

management programs tailored to each individual’s care needs.  

350 Sparta Ave, Sparta, NJ 07871 * 973.726.7510 

F
R

A
N

K
 T

U
R

I 
N

J
 L

IC
 1

3
V

H
1

7
1
0

4
0
0
 

tu
r
im

a
so

n
r
y

@
p

td
.n

e
t 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Is there someone 
you would like to 

remember  
on their  

anniversary  
or birthday?  

10 East Clinton Street, Newton  973-383-9330 

 

 

 

 

As each day 
passes we 

miss you more 
and more!  

Continue to 
watch over your  

parish family  
 

 
 

We pray for all those 
who have lost loved 
ones by the Wuhan 

Virus.  May the Lord 
give those who have 

died eternal rest  
and share with their 
families and friends, 

His peace!  

 

Pray for our Salesian Sisters 
and all the good work they do, 
especially as Catechists in our 

Faith Formation Program.  


