
SAINT MARY’S CHURCH 
PASTOR: REV. ANTONY PAULOSE 
DEACON: DEACON. MELVIN PAYNE 
DEACON: DAVID BONNEAUX 
PARISH SECRETARY: DEBRA BASS 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL: 883-8913 
PRINCIPAL: SR. MARY BENEDICTA MAIER,  RSM 
DRE: JACKIE SPEARS, 886-0841 

PARISH  COUNCIL:  CHAIRPERSON: TIFFANY STER-
LING, SECRETARY: PATRICIA BROUUSARD, MEMBERS:  
DEACON DAVID BONNEAUX, MARY MCKENNA,  , ANNA 
HUGHES, JUDGE STEVEN PARKHURST, FELIX ANDER-
SON, DR. FRANCIS DRODDY & JACQUELINE JUNGEN 

YOUTH DIRECTOR: PATRICIA DALEO 

ST. MARY CEMETERY: 883-7390  
  DIRECTOR: JUAN CANTU 

CELEBRATION OF MASS: 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:30 P.M. 

 Sunday: 10:00 A.M. 
Weekdays:  6:00 P.M. Tuesday 

 8:30 A.M. Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 

Saturday: 3:00 to 4:00 P.M. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: The Sacrament of Baptism is  
celebrated on the last Sunday of the month at the 10:00 A.M. Mass. 
Parents must be registered, participating members in the Parish for 
at least six months and have attended an instructional class held on 
the first Sunday of the month at 1:00 P.M. To pre-register for this 
class, please call the Parish Office at 883-2883. 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: Diocesan Guidelines require initial 
interview with the Priest to be held at least six months prior to the 
wedding. One must be a registered, participating member of the 
Parish at least one year prior to the wedding or registered with your 
family of origin. 

December 24th 

Christmas can be disappointing. We remember the Christmases from our childhood, all the joy, the excitement, 
and the fun we had. When we grow up, we have to shop for gifts, write and mail the cards, put up the decora-
tions, and do all the preparations that seem to stress us out. We may be sad that the day did not meet our ex-
pectations. Now that most of that is done, we can reflect on how the first Christmas upset all expectations. 

I’m sure Joseph never expected to have a child so soon. And those Jews who looked forward to the com-
ing of a Messiah never expected him to come as a baby. Yet God had his reasons for coming in this way. Jesus 
was born in a stable because no one had room for him. The first to see him were the shepherds, the migrant 
workers of the time. The political leaders (Herod and friends) wanted to kill him.  

Jesus was born in this way to show that he came not for the important and wealthy, but for the poor and 
outcast. So today he continues to come to us in the homeless, the undocumented immigrant, the sick, those in 
prison, the unborn infant, that we might find him where we least expect. Can we learn to see him in the unex-
pected, in our trials and difficulties, our own weaknesses? When we do, we will celebrate what Christmas is truly 
about. 



 

   Please Pray for Service Men & Women 
Garrett Jackson, Chris Rose, Kaden Baugh, John 
Lucky LeGault, Sheldon Becker, Bo McDaniel, Sa-
mantha McNamara, Taylor Doucet, Michael A. 
Peveto, Michael Chalambaga, Troy Thomassee, John 

Ardoin,III, Charles Moody, William Travis Johnson, Charlee 
Thousand, Greg Lewis, James Dupre, Richard Powell, Brian 
Stancoven, Austin Chesson, Colis Dunham, Joseph Brown, & 
Nicholas Perez, Alec Doolittle 

GOOD NEWS             
 The old axiom goes: if you want to make God laugh, 
tell God your plans. All too often the vision God has for 
us takes us in quite varying directions. The stories of King 
David and of Mary echo such realities. David, who wanted 
to build a temple for the Ark of the Covenant so God 
would not need to live in a tent, had his plans nixed, only to 
be reminded that it is God who does the building in life and 
not David. And Mary, who found herself confused over 
how she might conceive, was asked to simply trust and 
place her life in the hands of God. Both said “yes.”  

There are always times when the unfolding path of God 
for us may unsettle us: the complexities of immigrants at 
our doorstep, the changing demographics of our cities, the 
need to close or merge parishes, the upheavals of our per-
sonal lives. We find ourselves asking why without receiv-
ing any answers. Each time there is no answer, consider it 
an invitation to trust in a power greater than ourselves.  

Not all rhythms of life are necessarily caused by the 
hand of God, but then one can never be sure. Who is to say 
where and how and through whom God works? Christmas 
comes as a reminder that God’s love and presence still un-
folds in varied and new ways, always giving birth again 
and again to the divine made flesh in our lives. The mys-
tery of the Incarnation points to this truth: God is present in 
all of life.  

     FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS 

 

Christmas Eve —4:30 p.m.   
 

Christmas Day, Monday, December 25th Mass at St. 
Mary 10 a.m. and  St. Therese 8:30 a.m. 
 

The 10 a.m. Mass on Christmas Eve morning is for the 
last Sunday of Advent and will not count for Christmas. 
New Year’s Day Mass will be at 8:30 a.m. with  
Holy Hour from 7:30—-8:30 a.m. (Not a Holy Day) 

St. Francis Women’s A.C.T.S  Team Registration 
The next St. Francis Women’s A.C.T.S retreat will be June 
20—23, 2024 at the Holy Family Retreat Center in Beau-
mont.  Team registration will run from January 8 to Febru-
ary 3, 2024 with team being selected on February 11th. 
Send off and return Mass will be at St. Francis of Assisi. If 
you are interested in being on team, please send an email to 
stfranciswomenacts2024@yahoo.com with —Your name; 
Phone number: Home Parish; Year you made your re-
treat; how many teams you have served on.  If you have 
any questions contact: St. Francis at 409-883-2527. 

ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES celebrating 25, 50 
& 50+  years of marriage! Bishop David L. Toups and the 
Office of Family, Marriage & Youth Ministry invite you to 
be recognized at the annual Diocesan Jubilee Mass to be 
held at St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica on Sunday, Febru-
ary 11, 2024 during the Noon Mass. The occasion will in-
clude Holy Mass, a renewal of marriage vows, and a 
presentation of certificates.    
Couples—please register with your parish office no lat-
er than Friday, January 19, 2024.  

My beloved sisters and brothers in Christ, wishing you 
the tidings of comfort and joy and all the beauty of this 
grace filled season of Christmas. As we celebrate the birth 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, may angels who sang 
the song of peace and joy at his birth watch over you and 
your family. May you have the gift of faith, the blessings of 
hope and the peace of His love at this Christmas.  
“WHAT DO YOU WANT FOR CHRISTMAS?”   
This is a question we ask each other often before Christ-
mas.   Yet how many of us actually take a few minutes to 
kneel before the infant Jesus and ask Him what He wants 
from us this Christmas. When we kneel before the manager 
and ask Jesus what He wants, it is very possible that we 
will hear Him whisper that He wants us to share a little 
more of our time with Him.  Maybe each of us could make 
a New Year’s resolution to spend more time with God.  
• Go to Mass more frequently.
• Find some time for prayer in the morning.
• End our day with spiritual reading.
• Say the rosary while we drive to work.
• Participate in Eucharistic Adoration.
• Come to church a few minutes before Mass or stop at

the  chapel occasionally for a quiet visit.
The gift of time with God could be the very best gift we 
could give this year, not only to Jesus but also to our-
selves.  It might be just what our own hearts are truly long-
ing for. I along with all our Parish Staff wishing you the 
blessings of Christmas and a New Year filled with Happi-
ness.   
Pax et bonum, Fr. Antony  
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December 24—30 

WEDNESDAY 
Soup Kitchen  11:30—12:30 a.m.  

Religious Education Classes  for all grades  
PreK—8th grade 5:30—6:30 p.m. 

High School   6:30 —7:30 p.m.  
 

Will return for Classes on January 10th, 2024 
SATURDAY 

 Confession  3:00 — 4:00  p. m. 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK……
 It is our responsibility in the Lord to remem-
ber the sick who are especially close to the Re-
deemer in their suffering.  In the listing below 
you will find the names of those who have re-
quested our prayerful intercession. 

 Vickie Reina Jowers, Rita Bourliea, Vivian DeJohn,  Rosalie 
Clark, JoAnn Sparacino, Stump Weatherford, D. Thomas Ab-
shire, Jr., Steven Campbell, Gene Landry, Jennifer Hinson, Josh-
ua Bergeron, Pat Seay, Michael Savigano, Lisa Hamerly, Susan 
Morris, Jim Jones, Carolyn Smith, Brian McCall, Tammy Nor-
wood, Aimee Tait, Lisa Pitre, Marie Theresa Adames, George 
Mason, “Tacky” Stringer, Evelyn Giarratano, Joel Rivera, Camilo 
Molins, David Olson, Milton Westbrooke, Lynne Theriot, Wayne 
Lofton, Karen Ball, Karen Brock, David Lester, Walter & 
Yvonne Trahan, Debra Harrington, Mandy McDaniel, Brenda 
Hill, Bonnie Buford, Angela Dean, June Burch, Janie Bauman, 
Felix Anderson, Mary Carolyn James, Letitia Calderon, Jeanette 
Burleson, Faye Richard, Wayne Smith, Cheryl Boyd Simar, Dan-
ny Simar, Doris Toups, DeAnn Lumpkin, John Patronella, Sr., 
Glenn McGuire, Kayden James, Rocky Breaux, Lydia Wolfford, 
Kim Berlinger, Brenda Lanclose, Troy Dore, Jack Spears, Kath-
leen Ramirez, Claire Howard, J.C. Russo, Paul Vandermaas, Jr., 
Joyce Broussard, Patty Stout, Sharon Fontenot, Donna Richard, 
Lillie Bourge, Connie Duprie   May they be touched by the 
healing hand of the Divine Physician, Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and restored to the full and active life of our Church commu-
nity and their families. (If you or someone you know should 
be included in our prayers, please contact the Parish Office). 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Tuesday, December 26, 6:00 p.m. 
(Devotional to Our Lady of Perpetual Help after Mass) 

+Roland & “Rusty” Wolfford

Wednesday, December 27 8:30 a.m. 
+ Dale Wheatley 

Thursday 14,  December 28, 8:30 a.m.  
+Lawrence “Larry” Payne

Friday, December 29,  8:30 a.m.  
+Lloyd Richard

(Holy Hour 7:30—8:30 a.m.) 

Saturday,  December 30,  4:30 p.m. 
+W.J. “Jack” Couvillion

Sunday, December 31, 10:00 a.m. 
St. Mary Parish Family 

ST. MARY  
December 16—17 

ENVELOPES ............................................... $    6,680.50 
LOOSE ..................................................... $   742.00 
TOTAL ..................................................... $   7,422.50 

 

Thank you for your continued support 
December 24—30 

Chapel Sanctuary Candle     
Brandon Bass  

 

 See Insert for information on the Christmas 
 Poinsettias in the Bulletin 

For the Week of December 24, 2023 

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 

27, 29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 

Monday The Na vity of the Lord (Christmas)  
Vigil Mass: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 

29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25 
Mass During the night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2, 2

-3, 11-12, 13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Mass at Dawn: Is 62: 11-12; Ps 97: 1, 6, 11-

12; Ti 3: 4-7; Lk 2: 15-20 
Mass during the Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-

3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14  
Tuesday Feast of Saint Stephen, First Martyr 

Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 & 8ab, 
16bc & 17; Mt 10:17-22 

Wednesday Feast of Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist 
 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a & 2-8 

Thursday Feast of Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
  1 Jn 1:5------—2:2; Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18 

Friday   Memorial of Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Mar-
tyr 

 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 

Saturday 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10; Lk 2:36-40 
Sunday           Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Jo-
seph Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3; Ps 

128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Col 
3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; 
Lk 2:22-40 
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ORANGE
(409) 886-7233

126 STRICKLAND DRIVE | ORANGE, TX 77630 

TX Lic. #B13890 TX Lic. #B07301601
F1424 ACR-2289715

Henry Breaux
henry@eyeonsystems.com 
henry@pinpointsecurity.us

 EyeOn          Pinpoint
3165 Texas Avenue

Bridge City, TX 77611
409-792-9212 Office

Cameras and Alarms

BEN SUIT - Agent
827 Strickland Dr.
Bus 409-886-5218

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Proudly Serving

Orange County’s

Catholic Communities

For 70 Years

1946 - 2016

OPEN 7 DAYS

10:30 TO 10

With Bulletin
Get 10% Off

1703 North 16th Street

Southeast Texas
Hospice

912 W. Cherry Ave.
Orange, TX 77630

409-886-0622
Skilled Nursing Care

Social Worker Assistance
Spiritual Counseling
Physicians Services

Volunteer Companionship
Bereavement Program

STEIRMAN-WHITFIELD
Company, P.C.

Certified Public Accountants & Consultants

109 Camellia, Orange 409-883-3350
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