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Saint Thomas More Catholic Church 

10330 Hillcroft St. 

Houston, TX 77096 

(713) 729-0221   (713) 729-3294 fax 

www.stmhouston.org 
 

Parish Office Hours  M-F   8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
(Closed from 12-1 PM for lunch) 
 
Clergy 
Rev. Clark Sample, Pastor   

Rev. Thuc Nguyen, Parochial Vicar  

Rev. Binny Philip,  Priest In Residence  

Deacon John Krugh 

Deacon Danny Naranjo 

Saint Thomas More Catholic School 

5927 Wigton Drive  

Houston, TX 77096 

(713) 729-3434     

SACRAMENTS 

Infant Baptism Preparation & Registration 
 

You must be registered in the parish, or live in ei-

ther of the following zip codes:  77096 or 77035 

Infant Baptism is for children under 7 years of age. 

Children 7 years and older must attend RCIA for 

children. 

The preparation is personalized to the family and 

we hope that you will use www.formed.org and 

Zoom. 

Attendance is required for parents and is highly 

recommended for Godparents. 

 

Please call the Faith Formation Office for access to 

our registration, 713-729-3435. 

Please visit our website for details about our  

Sacramental preparation: 

https://stmhouston.org/sacraments 

PARISH OFFICE STM PARISH SCHOOL 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/ 

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 

 

If you or a loved one is suffering from a  

serious illness and needs to be anointed or is  

unable to make it to Mass and would like to  

receive Holy Communion, please contact the  

Parish Office, 713-729-0221. 

Dear STM Families,  
 

If you haven’t done so already, mark your calendars for 

Sunday, October 16th - Oktoberfest!  This is one of 

our biggest fundraisers - here are a few ways you can 

help: 

• Our students received their raffle tickets last week 

and will begin selling tickets after Mass starting this 

week. Help our students out by purchasing a book 

or two. 

• Have you purchased your Oktoberfest shirt yet? If 

not, give us a call at the school to purchase yours!  

• We rely on volunteers to help run Oktoberfest. 

Take a look at the insert in the bulletin this week 

and use the QR code to see where you could help 

us out during the event. We have food booths, 

game booths, bingo, inflatable rides, BINGO, and 

more that all need help. 

• Use the QR code on the insert and see what 

booths are still in need of sponsorship. This is a 

great way to recognize your family, friends, or busi-

ness. Sponsorship signs will be clearly visible on all 

booths. Sponsors help underwrite the cost of our 

fabulous booths. 

 

Thank you in advance for your support! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Carolina Bowman, Principal 
 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP  
IN THE GOSPEL 

The dishonest manager in this Sunday’s parable 

knew how to manipulate money to his own ad-

vantage. But the Gospel warns that no one can 

serve both God and money. Which do I serve? Is 

my stewardship such that anyone can tell? 
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MASS  

SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-

Friday 

6:30 AM & 5:30 

PM 

Saturday 

9:00 AM 

 

Saturday Vigil 
5:00 PM 

Sunday 

7:30, 9:00, 

11:00 AM 

1:00 PM 

(español) 

 

CONFES-

SION 

SCHEDULE 
 

Tuesday/

Wednesday 

6:15-7:00 PM 

Saturday 

3:30-4:45 PM 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

St. Matthew, Apostle 

& Evangelist 

September 21 

On the Cover : 

Poor Lazurus at the 

Rich Man’s Door 

James Tissot 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
The readings at Sunday Mass over the last four weeks have had a similar theme: the cost of disciple-
ship. In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus says, “No servant can serve two masters. He will either hate one 
and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
mammon” (Luke 16:13). Mammon is an Aramaic word (the language Jesus spoke) that means 
“money.” Money in and of itself is not evil, but as St. Paul reminds us, “The love of money is the root 
of all evils, and some people in their desire for it have strayed from the faith and have pierced them-
selves with many pains” (1 Tim 6:10). The Bible constantly warns us against the love of money be-
cause it can easily become the most important thing in our lives. In other words, money can easily 
become an idol. It gives us a false sense of security, freedom and self-worth. Our faith tells us that 
things like a sense of security, freedom and self-worth come from our relationship with God. How 
often do we see incredibly wealthy people living unfulfilled lives? “What profit is there for one to 
gain the whole world and forfeit his life” (Mark 8:36)? 
 
In the Gospel this Sunday, we also hear Jesus talk about stewardship. Stewardship “is a spiritual atti-
tude about who we are and what we have. It begins with the realization that everything we are and 
everything we own is a gift, freely given to us by a God who loves us and calls us into relationship 
with Himself. We have nothing – not even life itself – which is not a gift from God. And with that 
understanding comes both a desire to somehow ‘give back’ in thanksgiving some share of all we’ve 
been given and a growing awareness of our responsibility to use those gifts wisely. Stewardship is 
this attitude of responsive and responsible gratitude... Stewardship begins with a relationship – we 
are loved and called into relationship with Christ. And our stewardship, then, is the measure of our 
fidelity to that relationship, the tangible, visible result of a longing to give back to the One who loves 
us. The more we love, the more of ourselves we desire to give” (Stewardship by the Book by Sharon 
Huekel). 
 
As Catholic disciples, we develop our relationship with Christ through the life of the Church and 
through the life of the parish. More specifically, we develop our relationship with Christ through 
Mass, prayer, community life, and continually learning about our faith. As our relationship with 
Christ matures, we should grow in appreciation for everything we’ve been given, and we develop a 
sense of wanting to give back. We become stewards of our parish by giving back to the parish, and 
we do this by things like teaching our children the faith, by participating in the life of our church 
community, and by giving generous support to our parish. As Catholic disciples, we have the re-
sponsibility to materially support our parish. To a certain degree, part of our responsibility to sup-
port our parish has to be based on a relationship of trust. I believe that this trust is largely based on 
financial transparency and, in several weeks, I will present a detailed financial report of our parish so 
that you can see how your donations directly help support the life of the parish. 
 
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus says, “No servant can serve two masters. He will either hate one and 
love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mam-
mon” (Luke 16:13). One of the best tools we have to fight against the love of money is by sacrificing 
money: “As water quenches a flaming fire, so almsgiving atones for sins” (Sirach 3:30). We have a 
great community at STM, and I strongly encourage you to help provide for the financial needs of our 
parish. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
Fr. Clark 
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Stewardship for March 28, 2021 

Thank you for your generous donations. 

     Collection    $ 14,356.00  

           Online Giving   $ 11,759.51  
                $ 26,115.51 

Stewardship for September 11, 2022 

Thank you  

for your generous donations! 

Online Giving 

The parish website has instructions 

on how to register for convenient  

on-line giving. You will have full  

control of your contribution ac- 

count and scheduling your donations. 

 

You can scan the QR code here 

 or visit our parish homepage 

 at STMHOUSTON.ORG for details and registra-

tion.  

  MASS INTENTIONS 

Sunday,  September 18 

7:30 am    †James Eugene Barnes 

9:00 am    †Candice Monique Igwesi 

11:00 am  *Missa Pro Populo 

1:00 pm    †Diego Romero Rosales 

 

Monday, September 19 

6:30 am  †George Jr. & Rita Rick and Family 

5:30 pm  †Peter Lomonte 

                     

Tuesday, September 20 - Memorial of Saints An-
drew Kim Tae-gŏn, Priest, and Paul Chŏng Ha-
sang, and Companions, Martyrs 

6:30 am   *Tim Ballard 

5:30 pm   †Shirley Clay 

 

Wednesday, September 21 - Feast of Saint Mat-
thew, Apostle and evangelist 

6:30 am    †Fr. Joseph Thanh Vu 

5:30 pm   †Dolly Soriano 

 

 

Thursday, September 22 

6:30 am  *Jeje Barnes 

5:30 pm  †Clifton & Jason Rick and Family 

                                                                                                                             

Friday, September 23—Memorial of Saint Pius of 
Pietrelcina, Priest 

6:30 am  †Mary Elizabeth Donovan 

5:30 pm  †Aurora Marifosque 

                                                                                                                             

Saturday,  September 24 

9:00 am  †Fr. Seth Hermoso 

5:00 pm  †Sandra Jo Kane 

 

Sunday,  September 25 

7:30 am    *Mark Sacra 

9:00 am    *Missa Pro Populo 

11:00 am  *Fidelia Nnolim 

1:00 pm    †Melvin Ramon Escoto Posadas 

Please pray for the souls of our parishioners who 

have recently died. 

 

Shirley Clay         Simeon Nichols III  

Rudy Navarro                     Irasema Espinosa    

Sandra Kane         Michael Hirl 

Haydee Espinosa        Mary Miller 

Judy Staben         Emma Hernandez 

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH 
 

          Anton Kharoufeh                    

    Judy Staben   

    Joy Gallo  

    Dr. Charlene (Andie) James-Piper 

    Ana Morillo 

    Mary P. Miller   

 
2022 Goal  $127,055.00 

Collected   $  86,613.00 

Remaining       40,442.00 

 

Contributing Parishioners: 253 

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY 

 

Joseph H.B. Kahlich     Hunter Kowalski 

John Terrell          Carl Alberto Hunter 

Paul Bergman 
 

stmhouston.org
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PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC  

EXPOSITION & ADORATION 

We currently need people to commit to the  

following hours: 

SUNDAY:  2:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

MONDAY:  1:00 PM, 2:00 PM, 4:00 PM, 

TUESDAY:  12:00 PM, 4:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY: Blessed to have full coverage Wednesdays 

THURSDAY:  4:00 AM, 

FRIDAY:  3:00 AM, 2:00 PM 

SATURDAY: Blessed to have full coverage Saturdays 

Go here to create an account and  
sign up for a Holy Hour  
or as a substitute. 
 
   stmhouston.weadorehim.com 
 
Questions?  
Text Bob Brill, 713-598-4838 or  
Edna Valdez, 713-425-9506. 

No RSVP Required 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

Sunday, Sept. 18 —Nursery open for 9:00am 
Mass 
 

9:30am   Come & Discover: Becoming Catholic - Do-
novan’s Den 
10:00am Young Moms Milk & Donuts Playdate - Pre-
school Playground 
10:30am  BSA Ad Altare Dei-Scout House 
11:30am  Ven y Descubre (Spanish) - Donovan’s Den 
12:00pm  Hispanic Ministry Food for Sale - Servant Hall 
1:00pm    BSA Ladies AAD - Scout House 
2:30pm    Baptism—Church  
4:00pm    GSUSA Troop 21012—Scout House 
 

Monday,  September 19 
9:30am Oracion—Donovan’s Den 
6:00pm   Cub Scouts (Tiger/Lion) - Scout House 
7:00pm   BSA Troop 99—Scout House 
7:00pm   ACTS Women’s Discernment Mtg - Donovan’s 
Den 

Tuesday, September 20  
6:00am   That Man Is You—Donovan’s Den 
8:00am   Young Moms Playdate at Stein Park 
6:15pm Confessions-Church 
7:00pm ESL - School 
7:00pm   Talleres de Oracion  - Youth Room 
7:00pm   Adult Confirmation—Religious Ed Building/
Youth Media Room 
7:00pm   Pastoral Council - Donovan’s Den 

Wednesday, September 21 
6:00pm   Cub Scouts (Wolf/Bear) - Scout House 
6:00pm   High School Youth Grp Life Teen - Youth Room 
6:15pm Confession - Church 
7:00pm   Discussions with the Deacon - Donovan’s Den 
7:00pm OMOPH Prayer Group - Rehkopf Conf. Rm. 
7:30pm Legion of Mary - RE Conference Room 
8:00pm Men’s Basketball - Gym 

Thursday, September 22 
9:00am Pietra Fitness—Rehkopf Meeting Room 
6:00pm   Cub Scouts (Webelos/AOL) - Scout House 
6:00pm   Middle School Youth Group Edge - Youth Room 
7:00pm Choir Practice—Church 
7:00pm ESL - School 
7:00pm   Café Catholica Lite - Servant Hall 
 

Friday, September 23 
6:00 pm Legion de Maria-Donovan Den 
7:00pm   Cub Scouts Pack Meeting - Prinster Hall 
 

Saturday, September 24 
3:30pm Confessions-Church 
 
 

Overflowing Precious Blood - Fiecht, Austria 

In the monastery chapel of St. Georgenberg-Fiecht, 

Austria, in the year 1310, a Eucharistic miracle took place on 

a side altar during the celebration of Holy Mass. At the time 

of consecration, the celebrant was experiencing doubts in 

the Real Presence of Jesus in the Precious Blood. Just then, 

the consecrated wine changed in physical appearance to 

blood and began to bubble and boil, overflowing from the 

chalice. The priest was shocked and unable to consume the 

Precious Blood. Present at the Mass were the Abbot of the 

monastery, his monks, and several pilgrims, who approached 

the altar to witness this transformation. Abbot Rupert took 

the chalice and placed it in the tabernacle of the main altar 

of the chapel where it remained for years.  

 News of the miraculous event drew numerous pilgrims to 

the monastery and devotion to the Precious Blood spread. 

One hundred sixty-two years later, in 1472, as the faithful 

continued to visit the monastery, the bishop requested an 

investigation, the miracle was declared authentic, and adora-

tion of the Precious Blood continued to increase. In 1480, 

the Sacred Blood was described as “still fresh as though 

coming out of a wound." The monks preached about the 

miracle as evidence of the Real Presence of Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament to strengthen the people’s faith and to 

preserve the faith during the Protestant schism. In 1593, 

Luther’s teachings were refuted, and local adversaries of 

Catholic doctrine were silenced by the account of the mira-

cle. The Precious Blood of the Miracle was preserved in a 

reliquary from 1719 and is still intact to this day in the Mon-

astery of St. Georgenberg. 

stmhouston.weadorehim.com
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Seeking Women’s Acts Team Leaders 

Meeting Tomorrow 9/19  
 

Our STM parish Women’s Acts Team is hosting a re-

treat in early 2023 and we are looking for women who 

are interested in being a part of our leadership team.  

 

The ACTS Women's Retreat will have a discernment 

meeting for all ACTS Sisters interested in teaming on 

Monday September 19, 2022 in Donavan's Den 7-9PM. 

We invite all ACTS sisters interested in teaming to join 

us for this meeting. Contact Mary Conrad 620.252.5126 

What is an ACTS Retreat? 
 

 

An ACTS Retreat is a parish-based event which offers 

parishioners an opportunity to experience the love of 

Jesus Christ. This in turn fosters a desire for intentional 

discipleship. 

 

ACTS Retreats are given by parishioners for parishion-

ers, and in this way, serve to build Christian community 

at the parish. 
 

What is an 

 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY  

Thursday mornings, 

 beginning 10/6 
 

Eucharist:  

Discovering the Mass in the Bible  

 

Join us each week from 10am—12pm  

Thursdays in the Religious Education 

Building (between Prinster Hall and the 

School Gymnasium) 

 

We will explore the biblical roots of the 

Eucharist, through its foreshadowing in 

the miraculous events of the Old Testa-

ment, the Gospels, and  

Apostolic teaching.  

 

Contact Ryan Lambert at  

rlambert@stmhouston.org for more 

information or to sign up. 
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Join Deacon John in 

Donovan's Den 

from 7pm-8pm to 

ask questions re-

garding the liturgy, church teachings, morality, the 

sacraments, etc...Weekly discussions return Wednes-

day 9/21 - no need to register, just show up  

and join the discussion.  

Join Deacon John for engaging  

conversations about our faith! 

 

ROSARY PROCESSION 

FRIDAY, OCT. 7TH AT 7PM 
 

 

 

Join us as we 

honor the  

Memorial of our 

Lady of the  

Rosary with a  

Candlelight  

Parish Rosary 

Procession led 

by our Guild of 

St. Mary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concert World Premier 

Friday, January  27, 2023 

At St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
 

Requiem for the Unborn is a suite for choir and orchestra us-

ing the texts of the Catholic Funeral Mass, composed over 

the last 20 years by our Director of Music, Chris Bearer. This 

work has been composed to honor and remember the chil-

dren who have died from abortion and to help, in a small way, 

to bring awareness to the pro-life cause which reminds us 

that all life is sacred. On the 50th anniversary of the fateful 

Roe v. Wade decision, we look forward to bringing this pow-

erful work to our parish.  Please mark your calendar now, 

more details will follow. 
 

Would you like to be a part of this event? We are looking for 

Choir members to join us. Singing experience and the abil-

ity to read music is helpful, but  not required. Male voices to 

provide balance to the sound are especially needed. 
 

Contact Chris Bearer to join this choir,  

cbearer@stmhouston.org 

For more information on this concert piece and its history vis-

it: https://requiemfortheunborn.org  

St. Thomas More is hosting  

Café Catholica Lite Next  Week! 

https://requiemfortheunborn.org/
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The Gabriel Project currently has an ***URGENT 
NEED*** for baby BOY clothing.  Specifically, we 

are asking for donations of boy clothing in sizes 0-3 
months, 3-6 months and 6-9 months. 

HOW TO DONATE:  

1) Drop off donations to the parish office between 
8:30am - 4:30pm Monday - Friday.  

2) Drop off donations with our Ushers this Sunday 
at all Masses.  

3)Items purchased online may also be shipped di-
rectly to the parish office. 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church 

Attn: Gabriel Project 

10330 Hilcroft St. 

Houston, TX 77096 

Gabriel Project Needs  

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC? 
We are here to support you! 

 

Come and Discover on Sundays at 10:15am in Donovan's Den, beginning 9/11  

Join us for coffee and casual conversation to ask questions, learn about the RCIA experience for adults over 

18 years of age and meet the leaders who will guide the process  

 

Visit our Adult Faith Formation page on the STM website by visiting: 

stmhouston.org/becoming-catholic-rcia 

 

Connect with our Director of Faith Formation, Ryan Lambert at rlambert@stmhouston.org  
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Del escritorio del P. Clark 

 

San Mateo, Apóstol 
y Evangelista  

21 de septiembre 

Queridos amigos en Cristo, 
 
Las lecturas de la misa dominical durante las últimas cuatro semanas han tenido un tema similar: el cos-
to del discipulado. En el Evangelio de este domingo, Jesús dice:  Ningún siervo puede servir a dos seño-
res; porque o aborrecerá a uno y amará al otro, o estimará a uno y menospreciará al otro. No podéis 
servir a Dios y a mammón” (Lucas 16:13). Mammón es una palabra aramea (el idioma que habló Jesús) 
que significa “dinero”. El dinero en sí mismo no es malo, pero como nos recuerda San Pablo, “el amor al 
dinero es la raíz de todos los males, y algunos, codiciándolo, se extraviaron de la fe y fueron traspasados 
de muchos dolores” (1 Timoteo 6:10). La Biblia constantemente nos advierte contra el amor al dinero 
porque fácilmente puede convertirse en lo más importante de nuestras vidas. En otras palabras, el dine-
ro puede convertirse fácilmente en un ídolo. Nos da una falsa sensación de seguridad, libertad y autoes-
tima. Nuestra fe nos dice que cosas como una sensación de seguridad, libertad y autoestima provienen 
de nuestra relación con Dios. ¿Con qué frecuencia vemos personas increíblemente ricas que viven vidas 
insatisfechas? “¿De qué le sirve a uno ganar el mundo entero y perder su vida” (Marcos 8:36)? 
 
En el Evangelio de este domingo, también escuchamos a Jesús hablar sobre la mayordomía. La mayor-
domía “es una actitud espiritual acerca de quiénes somos y qué tenemos. Comienza con la comprensión 
de que todo lo que somos y todo lo que poseemos es un regalo que nos ha dado gratuitamente un Dios 
que nos ama y nos llama a una relación consigo mismo. No tenemos nada, ni siquiera la vida misma, 
que no sea un regalo de Dios. Y con esa comprensión viene tanto el deseo de “devolver” de alguna ma-
nera en acción de gracias una parte de todo lo que se nos ha dado como una creciente conciencia de 
nuestra responsabilidad de usar esos dones sabiamente. La mayordomía es esta actitud de gratitud re-
ceptiva y responsable... La mayordomía comienza con una relación: somos amados y llamados a una 
relación con Cristo. Y nuestra corresponsabilidad, entonces, es la medida de nuestra fidelidad a esa rela-
ción, el resultado tangible y visible de un anhelo de retribuir a Aquel que nos ama. Cuanto más amamos, 
más de nosotros mismos deseamos dar” (Stewardship by the Book por Sharon Huekel). 
 
Como discípulos católicos, desarrollamos nuestra relación con Cristo a través de la vida de la Iglesia y de 
la vida de la parroquia. Más específicamente, desarrollamos nuestra relación con Cristo a través de la 
Misa, la oración, la vida comunitaria y el aprendizaje continuo sobre nuestra fe. A medida que madura 
nuestra relación con Cristo, debemos crecer en aprecio por todo lo que se nos ha dado, y desarrollar un 
sentido de querer retribuir. Nos convertimos en administradores de nuestra parroquia al retribuir a la 
parroquia, y hacemos esto mediante actividades como enseñar la fe a nuestros hijos, participar en la 
vida de nuestra comunidad eclesial y brindar un apoyo generoso a nuestra parroquia. Como discípulos 
católicos, tenemos la responsabilidad de apoyar materialmente a nuestra parroquia. Hasta cierto punto, 
parte de nuestra responsabilidad de apoyar a nuestra parroquia tiene que basarse en una relación de 
confianza. Creo que esta confianza se basa en gran medida en la transparencia financiera y, en varias 
semanas, les presentaré un informe financiero detallado de nuestra parroquia para que puedan ver 
cómo sus donaciones ayudan directamente a sostener la vida de la parroquia. 
 
En el Evangelio de este domingo, Jesús dice: “:  Ningún siervo puede servir a dos señores; porque o abo-
rrecerá a uno y amará al otro, o estimará a uno y menospreciará al otro. No podéis servir a Dios y a 
mammón” (Lucas 16:13). Una de las mejores herramientas que tenemos para luchar contra el amor al 
dinero es el sacrificio del dinero: “Como el agua apaga las llamas de fuego, así la limosna expía los peca-
dos” (Eclesiástico 3:30). Tenemos una gran comunidad en STM, y los animo enfáticamente a que ayuden 
a cubrir las necesidades financieras de nuestra parroquia. 
 
Sinceramente suyo en Cristo, 
Padre Clark 

Uno puede solici-

tar Intenciones 

visitando la ofici-

na parroquial  

8:00 am - 5:00 

pm,  

lunes a viernes 

UNCIÓN DE LOS 

ENFERMOS / CO-

MUNIÓN AL HOGAR 
 

Si usted o un ser 

querido está su-

friendo una enferme-

dad grave y necesita 

ser ungido o está 

incapaz de asistir a 

misa y quisiera reci-

bir la Sagrada Co-

munión, por favor 

contacte a la Oficina 

parroquial, 713-729-

0221.  
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SACRAMENTOS Y FORMACIÓN DE FE 

Donaciones en línea  

  El sitio web de la parroquia tiene instrucciones sobre 

cómo registrarse para realizar donaciones en línea de 

manera conveniente. Tendrá el control total de tu 

cuenta de contribución y la programación de sus 

donaciones.  

 Puede escanear el código QR an-

terior o visitar la página de inicio de 

nuestra parroquia en STMHOU-

STON.ORG para obtener detalles 

e inscribirse. 

Ingles como Segundo idioma 

Clases de ingles regresan at St. Thomas More! 
Seran cada martes y jueves comenzando el 13 de septiembre 
a las 7 PM hasta 9 PM.. Registracion comienza el 13 de sep-

tiembre. Tenemos ocupo limitado, entonces se recomienda 
que se inscriben lo mas pronto possible. Costo es $35 

por semester incluyendo los libros. 
Para mas informacion, contacten Reynolds o Jeanne 

Contreras por correo electronico, drchucle@live.com o 

llamen a 713-417-6181. 

Por favor visite nuestro sitio web para ob-

tener más detalles sobre nuestra prepara-

ción sacramental:  

https://stmhouston.org/sacraments 

http://STMHOUSTON.ORG
http://STMHOUSTON.ORG
mailto:drchucle@live.com

