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Saint Thomas More Catholic Church 

10330 Hillcroft St. 

Houston, TX 77096 

(713) 729-0221   (713) 729-3294 fax 

www.stmhouston.org 
 

Parish Office Hours  M-F   8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
(Closed from 12-1 PM for lunch) 
 
Clergy 
Rev. Clark Sample, Pastor   

Rev. Thuc Nguyen, Parochial Vicar  

Rev. Binny Philip,  Priest In Residence  

Deacon John Krugh 

Deacon Danny Naranjo 

St. Thomas More Parish School 

5927 Wigton Drive  

Houston, TX 77096 

(713) 729-3434     

SACRAMENTS 

Infant Baptism Preparation & Registration 
 

You must be registered in the parish, or live in ei-

ther of the following zip codes:  77096 or 77035 

Infant Baptism is for children under 7 years of age. 

Children 7 years and older must attend RCIA for 

children. 

The preparation is personalized to the family and 

we hope that you will use www.formed.org and 

Zoom. 

Attendance is required for parents and is highly 

recommended for Godparents. 

 

Please call the Faith Formation Office for access to 

our registration, 713-729-3435. 

Please visit our website for details about our  

Sacramental preparation: 

https://stmhouston.org/sacraments 

PARISH OFFICE STM PARISH SCHOOL 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/ 

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND 

 

If you or a loved one is suffering from a  

serious illness and needs to be anointed or is  

unable to make it to Mass and would like to  

receive Holy Communion, please contact the  

Parish Office, 713-729-0221. 

STEWARDSHIP  
IN THE GOSPEL 

Today we remember the three wise men from the East 

who came to pay homage to the infant Jesus, bringing 

Him rich gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The gifts 

we bring  - our time, service, and some share of what we 

earn for the work we do—are equally priceless in His 

sight. 

Dear STM Parish Families, 
 

I hope that you had a blessed Christmas and New Year. 
 

One of the highlights for our school community while were 

on break, was getting to host our STM school alumni at the 

Annual STM Alumni Mixer! We had a fantastic turnout and 

incredible fellowship over food & drinks. The evening began 

with Mass and a blessing for our Alumni, followed by Happy 

Hour at Enoteca Rossa in Bellaire.  
 

Here, we share a few photos from the evening. If you are an 

alumni, we hope you’ll connect with us on our school web-

site & social media as we contin-

ue planning fun ways to bring our 

Alums together. 
 

Wishing you a blessed 2023! 
 

In Christ, 

Carolina Bowman 

Principal 
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MASS  

SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-

Friday 

6:30 AM & 5:30 

PM 

Saturday 

9:00 AM 

 

Saturday Vigil 
5:00 PM 

Sunday 

7:30, 9:00, 

11:00 AM 

1:00 PM 

(español) 

 

CONFES-

SION 

SCHEDULE 
 

Tuesday/

Wednesday 

6:15-7:00 PM 

Saturday 

3:30-4:45 PM 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

 St. Adrain of Canter-

bury 

January 9 

On the Cover : 

The Adoration of 

the Magi 

By  

Abraham 

Janssens  

My spiritual testament 

 

If in this late hour of my life I look back at the decades I have been through, first I see how many 

reasons I have to give thanks. First and foremost I thank God himself, the giver of every good 

gift, who gave me life and guided me through various confusing times; always picking me up 

whenever I began to slip and always giving me again the light of his face. In retrospect I see and 

understand that even the dark and tiring stretches of this journey were for my salvation and that 

it was in them that He guided me well. 
 

I thank my parents, who gave me life in a difficult time and who, at the cost of great sacrifice, 

with their love prepared for me a magnificent abode that, like clear light, illuminates all my days 

to this day. My father’s lucid faith taught us children to believe, and as a signpost it has always 

been steadfast in the midst of all my scientific acquisitions; the profound devotion and great 

goodness of my mother represent a legacy for which I can never give thanks enough. My sister 

has assisted me for decades selflessly and with affectionate care; my brother, with the lucidity of 

his judgments, his vigorous resolve and serenity of heart, has always paved the way for me; 

without this constant preceding and accompanying me I could not have found the right path. 
 

From my heart I thank God for the many friends, men and women, whom He has always placed 

at my side; for the collaborators in all the stages of my journey; for the teachers and students He 

has given me. I gratefully entrust them all to His goodness. And I want to thank the Lord for my 

beautiful homeland in the foothills of the Bavarian Alps, in which I have always seen the splen-

dor of the Creator Himself shining through. I thank the people of my homeland because in them I 

have been able again and again to experience the beauty of faith. I pray that our land remains a 

land of faith, and I beg you, dear countrymen: Do not let yourselves be turned away from the 

faith. And finally I thank God for all the beauty I have been able to experience at all the phases 

of my journey, especially, however, in Rome and in Italy, which has become my second home-

land. 
 

To all those whom I have wronged in any way, I heartily ask for forgiveness. 

What I said before to my countrymen, I now say to all those in the Church who have been en-

trusted to my service: Stand firm in the faith! Do not let yourselves be confused! It often seems 

that science — the natural sciences on the one hand and historical research (especially exege-

sis of Sacred Scripture) on the other — are able to offer irrefutable results at odds with the Cath-

olic faith. I have experienced the transformations of the natural sciences since long ago and 

have been able to see how, on the contrary, apparent certainties against the faith have van-

ished, proving to be not science, but philosophical interpretations only apparently pertaining to 

science; just as, on the other hand, it is in dialogue with the natural sciences that faith, too, has 

learned to understand better the limit of the scope of its claims, and thus its specificity. It is now 

sixty years that I have been accompanying the journey of Theology, particularly of the Biblical 

Sciences, and with the succession of different generations I have seen theses that seemed un-

shakable collapse, proving to be mere hypotheses: the liberal generation (Harnack, Jülicher 

etc.), the existentialist generation (Bultmann etc.), the Marxist generation. I saw and see how out 

of the tangle of assumptions the reasonableness of faith emerged and emerges again. Jesus 

Christ is truly the way, the truth and the life — and the Church, with all its insufficiencies, is truly 

His body. 
 

Finally, I humbly ask: Pray for me, so that the Lord, despite all my sins and insufficiencies, wel-

comes me into the eternal dwellings. To all those entrusted to me, day by day, my heartfelt pray-

er goes out. 

SPIRITUAL TESTAMENT OF POPE BENEDICT XVI 

Released by the Vatican on his passing 
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Online Giving 

The parish website has instructions 

on how to register for convenient  

on-line giving. You will have full  

control of your contribution ac- 

count and scheduling your dona-

tions. 
 

You can scan the QR code here 

 or visit our parish homepage 

 at STMHOUSTON.ORG for details and registration.  

  MASS INTENTIONS 

Sunday, January 8 

7:30 am    *Margaret Schueler 

9:00 am    *Beverly McConn 

11:00 am  *Missa Pro Populo 

1:00 pm    †Diego Romero & Ivonne Celaya 
 

Monday, January 9 

6:30 am  †Calixta Aponte 

5:30 pm  *Dylan Barelas 

                     

Tuesday, January 10 

6:30 am   *Tom Lenczcki Family 

5:30 pm   †Robert Schwartz 

 

Wednesday, January 11 

6:30 am     *Joan Manola 

5:30 pm    †Jorge Bahaine 
 

 

Thursday, January 12  

6:30 am   †Anton Kharoufeh 

5:30pm     *Judy Taffet 

                                                                                                                             

Friday, January 13 

6:30 am  *Dylan Barelas 

5:30 pm   *Fr. Binny 

                                                                                                                             

Saturday, January 14 

9:00 am  †Kirby Sternfels 

5:00pm  †Willie & Theresa Roy 
 

Sunday, January 15 

7:30 am     

9:00 am    *Missa Pro Populo 

11:00 am  *Paige Nettles Montgomery 

1:00 pm      

 

 

 

                                                                                                                             

Please pray for the souls of our parishioners who 

have recently died. 

Shirley Clay         Simeon Nichols III  

Rudy Navarro                     Irasema Espinosa    

Sandra Kane         Michael Hirl 

Haydee Espinosa        Mary Miller 

PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH 
 

          Patricia Horn 

    Anton Kharoufeh                    

    Joy Gallo  

    Dr. Charlene (Andie) James-Piper 

    Ana Morillo 

 2022 Goal     $127,055.00 

 Collected   $145,542.00 

 

Contributing Parishioners: 340 

 

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
 

Joseph H.B. Kahlich      Hunter Kowalski 

Carl Alberto Hunter                Ryan Brogan                         

Paul Bergman 

 
 

THANK YOU PARISHIONERS! 

BECAUSE OF YOUR GENEROSITY, WE 

HAVE EXCEEDED OUR DSF GOALS! 

STEWARDSHIP FOR  

January 1st, 2023 

Thank you for your generosity! 

     Collection     $20,106.14 

Online Giving      $15,405.29 

             $35,511.43 

Thank you for your generosity! 

stmhouston.org
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PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC  

EXPOSITION & ADORATION 

We currently need people to commit to the  

following hours: 

SUNDAY: Hours are filled but we need 2nd Adorers 

MONDAY:  2:00 PM, 4:00 PM 

TUESDAY:  12:00 PM  

WEDNESDAY: 5:00 AM 

THURSDAY:  10:00 AM 

FRIDAY:  Hours are filled but we need 2nd Adorers 

SATURDAY: Hours are filled but we need 2nd Adorers 

Go here to create an account and  
sign up for a Holy Hour or as a substitute. 
 
 

   stmhouston.weadorehim.com 
 
Questions? Text Bob Brill, 713-598-4838 or  
Edna Valdez, 713-425-9506. 

No RSVP Required 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

Sunday, January 8 
COFFEE & DONUTS AFTER ALL MASSES 
9:30am     RCIA - Donovan’s Den 
11:00am   RCIA Spanish - Donovan’s Den 
2:00pm     Natural Family Planning  - Donovan’s Den 
4:00pm     GSUSA Troop 21012 - Scout House 
 

Monday,  January 9 
6:00pm    Cub Scouts (Tiger/Lion)- Scout House 
6:30pm    ACTS Women - Rehkopf Conference Rm 
7:00pm    BSA Troop 99 - Scout House 
7:00pm    Women’s Bible Study - Youth Center 

Tuesday, January 10 
6:00am    That Man Is You - Donovan’s Den 
6:15pm     Confessions-Church 

Wednesday, January 11 
6:00pm    Cub Scouts (Wolf/Bear)- Scout House 
6:00pm    Youth Group HS Life Teen - Youth Center 
6:15pm     Confessions - Church 

7:00pm    OMOPH - Rehkopf Conference Room 

7:00pm    Legion of Mary - RE Conference Room 

7:00pm    Discussions with the Deacon - Donovan’s Den 

7:30pm     Knights of Columbus - Prinster 

Thursday, January 12 
6:00pm    Cub Scouts (Wolf/Bear)- Scout House 
7:00pm    Confirmation Retreat Mtg - Youth Center 
7:00pm    Choir Practice - Church 
 

Friday, January 13 
5:00pm    Legion of Mary (Spanish) - Donovan’s Den 

Saturday, January 14 
10:00am   Choir Practice - Church 
10:00am   Mothers Swap Meet  -  Servant Hall 
11:00am   Natural Family Planning Intro - Donovan’s Den 
3:30pm     Confessions  - Church 
 

Sunday, January 15 
9:30am     RCIA - Donovan’s Den\ 
10:00am   Mothers Playdate - Preschool Playground 
11:00am   RCIA Spanish - Donovan’s Den 
2:00pm     Natural Family Planning  - Donovan’s Den 
4:00pm     GSUSA Troop 21012 - Scout House 

Jesus Confirms Eucharistic Adoration - 

Philadelphia 1853 

 

 

 

 

Stay connected to parish news & events - Sign up for 

Flocknote!   
 

Simply text the word HILLCROFT to 84576 
 

We can keep in touch with you (our flock) by email and 

text message. 

We promise not to overwhelm you with messages. There 

is usually a weekly “Flocknote” with  timely information 

about the parish and occasionally an extra one will be 

sent, for something urgent or really important. 

On January 5, the Church celebrates the feast of 

Saint John Neumann, the holy bishop of the diocese of Phila-

delphia from 1852 to 1860, who had an intense love for Jesus 

in the Holy Eucharist. Desiring that his flock share in his zeal, 

he started Eucharistic adoration in his diocese which spread 

to the entire country.  
 

In 1853, Bishop Neumann proposed that every parish 

regularly hold a Forty Hours Devotion which is a special time 

of continuous prayer before the Blessed Sacrament in exposi-

tion, beginning with Mass and ending with a Eucharistic pro-

cession. At the time, exposition of the Blessed Sacrament was 

uncommon. His plan was met with concern from his priests 

because there was strong anti-Catholic sentiment in Philadel-

phia, where two Catholic churches had been burned and an-

other barely saved. The priests feared that the forty hours of 

continuous adoration might increase aggression against the 

Church. Bishop Neumann considered abandoning the idea 

until a miracle changed his mind. It was late one night when 

he was answering letters and fell asleep at his desk. When he 

awoke, he found that his candle had fallen over, and his let-

ters were burning, but they were not being consumed by the 

flames. Then he heard Jesus say, “As the flames are here 

burning without consuming or even injuring the writing, so 

shall I pour out My grace in the Blessed Sacrament without 

prejudice to My honor. Fear not profanation, therefore, hesi-

tate no longer to carry out your designs for My glory.”  
 

Jesus had confirmed Bishop Neumann’s desire.  The 

bishop ordered that the Forty Hours Devotion be celebrated in 

all the parishes of his diocese, such that there was Eucharistic 

adoration in at least one parish every week. The devotion was 

so successful in reviving love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-

ment that it spread to other dioceses and in 1866, at the Ple-

nary Council of Baltimore, the Forty Hours Devotion was ap-

proved for all dioceses of the United States.  

stmhouston.weadorehim.com
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January - Saturday 1/7/23 11am-12pm Infor-

mation Session 

Sunday 1/8/23 2pm-4pm Class #1 

 

February - Sunday 2/5 2pm-4pm Class #2 

 

March - Sunday 3/12 2pm-4pm Class #3 

 

April  - Saturday 4/15 11am-12pm Infor-

mation Session 

Sunday 4/16 2pm-4pm Class #1 

 

May - Sunday 5/14 Class #2 

 

June - Sunday 6/11 Class #3 

 

July - break 

August - break 

Natural Family Planning  

Sessions begin this Month!  

 

Please see the schedule below for  dates 

& times through the summer 

All classes are in Donovan’s Den 
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What is an ACTS Retreat? 

An ACTS Retreat is a parish-

based event which offers parishioners an opportunity to 

experience the love of Jesus Christ. This in turn fosters a 

desire for intentional discipleship. ACTS Retreats are given 

by parishioners for parishioners, and in this way, serve to 

build our Christian community within our parish. 

Join us for a Women’s ACTS Retreat, Feb. 2-5! 

For more information or to register: 

https://www.stmhouston.org/

womens-acts-retreat or Scan the 
QRS Code 

 

 

Discussions with the Deacon  

every Wednesday Night  

at 7pm in Donovan’s Den! 
 

Here’s your chance to ask questions 

regarding the liturgy, church teachings, 

morality, the sacraments, etc…No need 

to register - just show up and join the 

discussion.  

 

3rd SUNDAY PLAYDATE! 
 

Mark your calendars for the  

3rd Sunday of each month!  
 

Families with little ones are encouraged  

to stop by the Preschool Playground  

after the 9am Mass for a playdate.  
 

Get to know other STM families while  

your kiddos play. 

 

Organized by STM Mothers Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winners progress through local district and state competi-

tions. All contestants on the local level are recognized for 

their participation in this event.  

Participants are required to furnish proof of age (copy of 

birth certificate or passport) with written parental consent.  

For entry forms or additional information contact: 

Duane Hartmann, phone – 281-381-3739. 

https://www.stmhouston.org/womens-acts-retreat
https://www.stmhouston.org/womens-acts-retreat
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ESL Teachers  
and Substitutes Needed 

• Classes are Tuesday and Thursday nights from 7 to 9 

PM from Mid-January to early May 

• You ONLY need to teach one night of the week un-

less you want to teach both nights.  

• No teaching experience needed. 

• No knowledge of another foreign language necessary. 

• If you cannot commit to teaching on a regular basis, 

please consider being a substitute – someone who 

can cover when a regular teacher knows they will be 

gone.  

• You can choose what level of English class you wish 

to teach. 

• If you prefer to shadow with an experienced teacher 

first before taking on your own class that can be ar-

ranged. 

• Teacher’s Manuals given to all teachers. 

 Please contact Jeanne Chucle or Reynolds Contreras 

at drchucle@live.com or Reynolds_contreras@live.com 

or text or call 713-417-6181. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

JOIN US! 

 

We meet each Tuesday  

at 6am in Servant Hall.  

 

Join us!  

 

Open to all men of the parish.  

 

Please contact Ryan Lambert  

for more information,  

rlambert@stmhouiston.org 

mailto:drchucle@live.com
mailto:Reynolds_contreras@live.com
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Del escritorio del P. Clark 

 

Uno puede solici-

tar Intenciones 

visitando la ofici-

na parroquial  

8:00 am - 5:00 

pm,  

lunes a viernes 

UNCIÓN DE LOS 

ENFERMOS / CO-

MUNIÓN AL HOGAR 
 

Si usted o un ser 

querido está su-

friendo una enferme-

dad grave y necesita 

ser ungido o está 

incapaz de asistir a 

misa y quisiera reci-

bir la Sagrada Co-

munión, por favor 

contacte a la Oficina 

parroquial, 713-729-

0221.  

San Adrian de 
Canterbury 
9 de enero 

mi testamento espiritual 
 

Si en esta última hora de mi vida miro hacia atrás a las décadas que he pasado, primero veo 

cuántas razones tengo para dar gracias. Ante todo agradezco a Dios mismo, dador de todo 

buen don, que me dio la vida y me guió en varios momentos confusos; siempre levantándome 

cada vez que comenzaba a resbalar y siempre devolviéndome la luz de su rostro. En 

retrospectiva, veo y entiendo que incluso los tramos oscuros y agotadores de este viaje fueron 

para mi salvación y que fue en ellos que Él me guió bien. 

Agradezco a mis padres, que me dieron la vida en un momento difícil y que, a costa de 

grandes sacrificios, con su amor me prepararon una magnífica morada que, como clara luz, 

ilumina todos mis días hasta el día de hoy. La fe lúcida de mi padre nos enseñó a los niños a 

creer, y como señal siempre ha sido firme en medio de todas mis adquisiciones científicas; la 

profunda devoción y la gran bondad de mi madre representan un legado por el que nunca 

podré agradecer lo suficiente. Mi hermana me ha asistido durante décadas 

desinteresadamente y con cariño; mi hermano, con la lucidez de sus juicios, su resolución 

vigorosa y la serenidad de corazón, siempre me ha allanado el camino; sin esta constante que 

me precede y me acompaña no hubiera podido encontrar el camino correcto. 

De corazón doy gracias a Dios por tantos amigos, hombres y mujeres, que siempre ha puesto 

a mi lado; por los colaboradores en todas las etapas de mi camino; por los maestros y 

alumnos que me ha dado. Agradecido los encomiendo a todos a Su bondad. Y quiero 

agradecer al Señor por mi hermosa patria en las estribaciones de los Alpes bávaros, en la que 

siempre he visto brillar el esplendor del Creador mismo. Agradezco a la gente de mi patria 

porque en ellos he podido experimentar una y otra vez la belleza de la fe. Ruego que nuestra 

tierra siga siendo tierra de fe, y os ruego, queridos compatriotas: No os dejéis apartar de la fe. 

Y finalmente doy gracias a Dios por toda la belleza que he podido experimentar en todas las 

A todos aquellos a quienes he agraviado de alguna manera, les pido perdón de corazón. 

Lo que antes dije a mis compatriotas, lo digo ahora a todos los que en la Iglesia han sido 

encomendados a mi servicio: ¡Manteneos firmes en la fe! ¡No se dejen confundir! A menudo 

parece que la ciencia, las ciencias naturales por un lado y la investigación histórica 

(especialmente la exégesis de la Sagrada Escritura) por el otro, pueden ofrecer resultados 

irrefutables en desacuerdo con la fe católica. He experimentado las transformaciones de las 

ciencias naturales desde hace mucho tiempo y he podido ver cómo, por el contrario, las 

certezas aparentes contra la fe se han desvanecido, resultando no ser ciencia, sino 

interpretaciones filosóficas sólo aparentemente pertenecientes a la ciencia; así como, por otro 

lado, es en diálogo con las ciencias naturales que también la fe ha aprendido a comprender 

mejor el límite del alcance de sus pretensiones y, por tanto, su especificidad. Hace ya sesenta 

años que vengo acompañando el camino de la Teología, particularmente de las Ciencias 

Bíblicas, y con la sucesión de distintas generaciones he visto derrumbarse tesis que parecían 

inquebrantables, resultando ser meras hipótesis: la generación liberal (Harnack, Jülicher etc.), 

la generación existencialista (Bultmann, etc.), la generación marxista. Vi y veo cómo de la 

maraña de suposiciones surgía y resurgía la razonabilidad de la fe. Jesucristo es 

verdaderamente el camino, la verdad y la vida, y la Iglesia, con todas sus insuficiencias, es 

verdaderamente su cuerpo. 

 

Finalmente, humildemente pido: Orad por mí, para que el Señor, a pesar de todos mis 

pecados e insuficiencias, me acoja en las moradas eternas. A todos los que me han sido 

confiados, día tras día, va mi oración más sentida. 
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SACRAMENTOS Y FORMACIÓN DE FE 

Vaya aquí para crear una cuenta y registrate para una 

Hora Santa o como sustituto.  

  

stmhouston.weadorehim.com 

  

Preguntas? Envie un mensaje de tex-

to a Bob Brill, 713-598-4838 o Edna 

Valdez 713-425-9506 

 

  ¡Necesitamos más sustitutos!  

Si no puede comprometerse con 
una hora santa semanal regular, 

pero aún desea ayudar, regístrese 
para ser un sustituto. 

Donaciones en línea  
 

  El sitio web de la parroquia tiene instrucciones sobre 

cómo registrarse para realizar donaciones en línea de 

manera conveniente. Tendrá el control total de tu 

cuenta de contribución y la pro-

gramación de sus donaciones.  

 Puede escanear el código QR 

anterior o visitar la página de ini-

cio de nuestra parroquia en 

STMHOUSTON.ORG para ob-

tener detalles e inscribirse. 

Por favor visite nuestro sitio web para ob-

tener más detalles sobre nuestra prepara-

ción sacramental:  

https://stmhouston.org/sacraments 

Preparación para el bautismo infantil 

  
• Debe ser un feligrés registrado o vivir en los 

códigos postales 77096 y 77035 para registrarse 

• Infantes hasta los 6 años 

• Los niños mayores de 6 años requieren RICA 

para niños. 

• El proceso es personalizado para la familia y 

esperamos que utilice www.formed.org y Zoom. 

 • Se requiere la asistencia de los padres y es 

muy recomendable para los padrinos. 

 

Llame a la oficina de educación religiosa para acce-

der a nuestro registro 713-729-3435. 

UNCIÓN DE LOS ENFERMOS / COMUNIÓN  

AL HOGAR 

Si usted o un ser querido está sufriendo una enfer-

medad grave y necesita ser ungido o está incapaz 

de asistir a misa y quisiera recibir la Sagrada Co-

munión, por favor contacte a la Oficina parroquial, 

713-729-0221.  

English as a Second Language 

(ESL) 

Ingles como Segundo idioma 

English classes being held at St. Thomas 

More! 

- Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 7 to 9 pm  

- Classes at St. Thomas More School starting Jan-

uary 17, 2023 

- Registration begins at 7 pm on January 10th. 

Space is limited so we recommend you come 

early to reserve your spot  

- A placement test will be given at registration  

- Cost is $35 per semester and includes the cost 

of books 

For more information, contact Reynolds or Jeanne 

Contreras by email, drchucle@live.com or leave a 

message by text at 713-417-6181. 

Clases de ingles en St. Thomas More! 

Las clases de ingles seran cada martes y jueves  

Comenzando el 17 de enero a las 7 PM hasta 9 

PM.  

http://STMHOUSTON.ORG
mailto:drchucle@live.com

