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Ongoing Events  
STUDY THE BIBLE  
Sunday morning after 10:30 Mass until 1:00 pm Probe the Scripture Readings of the day. Question; share insights; consider applications for living in today’s world. 
Everyone is welcome to attend and participate! 

EARN MONEY FOR OUR PARISH 
 

Food Lion gift cards in various amounts are available every Sunday after Mass and in the church office during the week. The cards can be used when you do your regular 
shopping or given as gifts. They are as easy to use as a debit card- just swipe, go, and St. Joseph gets money! 
Go to Smile.amazon.com and designate St. Joseph as your charity and shop through Amazon as usual! 
If you shop at Kroger – register your rewards card online at www.kroger.com/communityrewards and enter St. Joseph #82116 and the number on your card. The church 
gets money back based on how much you spend.  

There is no cost to you for any of these programs! Kroger rewards need to be renewed after a year. You should receive an email with instructions. See Steve Ogilbee for 
more information about gift cards or call the church office about Amazon. 

HELP THE COMMUNITY 
 

Community Storehouse is still in need of Chef Boyardee microwave meals for the children’s backpack program. 
The Women's Guild meets every second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM in the Social Hall. Contact Stephanie Bailey for details: (276) 732-6441. 

Events / handouts / fundraiser policy 
 

If you would like to post or donate, flyers, pamphlets, books, magazines, or other materials, please bring them to the church office. 
 DO NOT put items on the bulletin board or tables. Items needs to be approved and posted by office staff.   
Activities held on church property must be preapproved by the appropriate committee and Father Carlos. Please come to the church office during the week for an activities 
form.  

Sacraments / Sacramentos: 
Baptism: Call parish office to register for preparation classes. Expectant parents are encouraged to attend. 
Bautismo: Llenar el formulario, después padres y padrinos asistir a dos pláticas de preparación. Mas información llamar a la oficina de la iglesia al numero 
(276) 638-4779. 
Reconciliation: Tuesday/Wednesday at 12:30 pm and Wednesday 6:00-7:00 PM or by appointment. 
Confesión: Martes/Miercoles a la 12:30 pm y Miercoles de 6:00 a 7:00 pm o llamar a la oficina para hacer una cita.  
Marriage: Call or email for an appointment at least 6 months prior to wedding.  
Matrimonio: Llamar a la oficina y hacer cita por lo menos 6 meses antes de las fecha de la boda. 
Ministry with the Elderly: Homebound parishioners who would like to receive communion at their home, contact the parish office. 
Ministerio con los ancianos: Feligreses que no pueden salir y quisieran recibir la comunion en sus casa, llamar a la oficina. 
Religious Education and Youth Ministry: Call Sandra Ruiz at (276) 638-4779 Tuesday –Friday 9:00 am-4:00 pm 
Religion Education: Adults (RCIA). More information contact Stephanie Bailey at ssiddle13@gmail.com or call church office at 276-638-4779  
 

ST. Joseph’s Mass 
Schedule 

Sunday 10:30 am English 
Sunday 12:30 pm Spanish 

 

Tuesday at 12:00 pm  
Wednesday at 12:00 pm 

 Thursday December 8th 5:00 pm 
First Friday of Month 3:00 pm   

Confessions/Adoration 
Tuesday 12:30 pm - 1:30pm 

Wednesday 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm and 
6pm  

 

 
 

We are lifting the mask requirement to enter church for those 
who are fully-vaccinated starting on May 28th.  
We ask that people who are not fully-vaccinated continue to 
wear masks, all those over the age of 5. Thank you. 

 

 
 

PARISH OFFICES: (CLUSTER) 
 

St. Joseph, Martinsville 
 Phone/ Teléfono: (276) 638-4779 Fax: (276) 638-2218. 
Office Hours / Horario de Oficina: 
 Tuesday-Friday 9:00 am-4:00 pm.  

St. Francis of Assisi, Rocky Mount: 
15 Glennwood Dr. Rocky Mount, VA. Phone: (540) 483-9591.  

Parish Pastoral Council Members: 
Irma Harrison – Chair; Maria Ruiz – 1st Vice Chair; Stephanie 
Bailey – 2nd vice Chair; Daniel Van Nostrand – Secretary; Jesus 
Sanchez; Thea Gutierrez; Suzanne Steele; Anselmo Diaz; Diane 
Aguirre; (Sandra Ruiz Hispanic Ministry).  

Finance Council Members: 
Steve Ogilbee - Chair, Ethan Dobbins - Secretary, Ben Bailey, 
Sandra Ruiz, Cora Harris, (Pat Prillaman staff). 

 
 
 Parish Finance Council Members: 

 Pastor: Carlos H. Lerma 

Caliche4123@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Vivian Frias-Alvarez 

office@stjoe24112.comcastbiz.net  

Bookkeeper: Pat Prillaman 

bookkeeper@stjoe24112.comcastbiz.net  

Hispanic Coordinator/ Religious Ed:  

Sandra Ruiz  

sandra.ruiz39@yahoo.com 

RCIA Director: Stephanie Bailey   

Ssddle13@gmail.com 

Minister of Music (Spanish): Isabel Edwards     

Edwardsmaria05@gmail.com 

 

  
                    

Parish Mission Statement: To foster and deepen faith in the Holy Trinity through the celebration of the Eucharist and the Word of God & 

to be active disciples of our Savior, Jesus Christ, in our community and throughout the world.  

Declaración de la Mission Parroquial: Queremos fomentar y profundizar la fe en la Santísima Trinidad a través de la celebración de la 

Eucaristia y la Palabra de Dios y ser dicipulos activios de nuestro Salvador, Jesucristo, en nuestra comunidad y en todo el mundo. 

December 4th, 2022 ~ Second Sunday of Advent ~ 
e 
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What do we Catholics celebrate in February? 

The month of February is dedicated to the Holy Family. The special devotion which proposes the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph as the model of virtue of all Christian households began in the 17th century. It started almost simultaneously in Canada 
and France: the Association of the Holy Family was founded in Montreal in 1663, and by the Daughters of the Holy Family in Paris 
in 1674. This devotion soon spread and in 1893 Leo XIII expressed his approval of a feast under this title and himself composed 
part of the Office. The Holy Family models for us what family life should exemplify. It is a school of virtue for both parents and 
children. There we find God, and learn how to connect with God and with others. The family is where love is freely given without 
self-interest. It is where we learn to love, to pray and to practice the gift of charity. Pope John Paul II has said, “The family, more 
than any other human reality, is the place in which the person is loved for himself and in which he learns to live the sincere gift of 
self” Which leads us to what may be the most important family virtue forgiveness. Living so intimately within the family nucleus 
naturally gives rise to unpleasant situations where someone is apt to be offended. It is also important to pray as a family, 
especially the holy rosary. Prayer will help us to intensify our closeness with each other and to learn to forgive. Let’s pray for our 
families and the families in the entire world that the example of the Holy family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph inspires them to imitate 
their faith, obedience and love. As we pray together: Lord Jesus Christ, Who, being made subject to Mary and Joseph, hallowed 
domestic life by Your ineffable virtues; grant that we, with the assistance of both, may be taught by the example of Your holy 
Family. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

The Catholic Diocese of Richmond is seeking a Director for the Office of Christian Formation 

The Director, Office of Christian Formation, supports the Bishop's primary responsibility for the total catechetical mission of the diocese, 

integrated with the diocesan pastoral plan for evangelization and coordinated with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). 

The Director works with the Diocesan Catechetical Plan, Lay Ecclesial Ministry Institute (LEMI), Catechetical Leader Formation, Catechist 

Formation, Adult Faith Formation, RCIA, Instructions for Sacraments, Communication, Christian Formation Commission, and the Pastors. 

Qualifications: M.A. degree in religious education, theology, or related field. At least five years full time experience in parish religious 

education. Diocesan experience desired. Knowledge of all universal, national, and diocesan catechetical documents, Liturgical & Sacramental 

Rites, working knowledge of canon law. Knowledge of contemporary adult learning theory and research in religious education. Good 

interpersonal skills to form, direct, and facilitate a team; Understanding of leadership development and training; Public speaking and 

communication skills; Workshop planning and implementation skills; Organization and time management skills. An active, practicing Catholic 

in good standing with an excellent understanding of Catholic Church teaching and Church structure is required. 

This position is a full-time position with some evening and weekend work. Travel and overnight travel are required Interested candidates should 

please send a cover letter, resume, and completed Diocesan Application to Kelly Shumate, HR Coordinator, at jobs@richmonddiocese.org 

 

 

What the catholic celebrate in December 
 

 The month of December is dedicated to the Immaculate Conception. The first 24 days of December fall during the liturgical season 

known as of Advent and are represented by the liturgical color purple—a symbol of penance, mortification and the sorrow of a contrite heart. The 

remaining days of December mark the beginning of the Christmas season. The liturgical color changes to white or gold — a symbol of joy, purity 

and innocence. 

 The liturgy of Advent focuses on remembering Christ's first coming at Bethlehem which then directs our mind to Christ's Second 

Coming at the end of time. The readings focus on the people of the Old Testament awaiting the Messiah, John the Baptist, heralding the way for 

Christ and the Blessed Virgin Mary and her maternal preparations. 

 The liturgy of Advent focuses on remembering Christ's first coming at Bethlehem which then directs our mind to Christ's Second 

Coming at the end of time. The readings focus on the people of the Old Testament awaiting the The month of December is filled with expectation 

and celebration. Preparation is the key word for the first 24 days of December. Everyone is getting ready for Christmas — shopping and 

decorating, baking and cleaning. Too often, however, we are so busy with the material preparations that we lose sight of the real reason for our 

activity. 

 Christmas is a Christian feast — and we must reclaim it as such! In the same way that a family eagerly prepares for a baby, so in Advent 

should we prepare for the coming of the Christ Child. We should keep Advent as a season of waiting and longing, of conversion and of hope and 

keep our thoughts on the incredible love and humility of our God in taking on the flesh of the Virgin Mary. Let us not forget to prepare a peaceful 

place in our hearts wherein our Savior may come to dwell. 

 The best person we can turn to for help during Advent is Mary, Christ's and our Mother. She awaited the day of His birth with more 

eagerness than any other human being. Her preparation was complete in every respect. Let's crown our preparation and borrow something of 

Mary's prayerfulness, her purity and whole-hearted submission to God's will. 

 Prayers for the month of December: 

 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception: “O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin prepared a worthy 

dwelling for your Son, grant, we pray, that, as you preserved her from every stain by virtue of the Death of your Son, which you foresaw, 

so, through her intercession, we, too, may be cleansed and admitted to your presence. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 

lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.” 

  

 Beginning on St. Andrew the Apostle's feast day, November 30, the following beautiful prayer is traditionally recited fifteen times a day until 

Christmas. This is a very meditative prayer that helps us increase our awareness of the feast of Christmas and helps us prepare ourselves spiritually 

for His coming.  

 Prayer: “Hail and blessed be the hour and moment In which the Son of God was born 

Of the most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in the piercing cold. In that hour vouchsafe, O my God, to hear my prayer and 

grant my desires, [here mention your request] through the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of His blessed Mother. Amen.”  

 

Or visit Catholic culture at: https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12529  

 

http://www.stjoechurch.net/
mailto:office@stjoe24112.comcastbiz.net
mailto:ssiddle13@gmail.com
mailto:office@stjoe24112.comcastbiz.net
mailto:bookkeeper@stjoe24112.comcastbiz.net
mailto:sandra.ruiz39@yahoo.com
mailto:Edwardsmaria05@gmail.com
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=1360
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12020
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12529


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                         
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To add or remove prayer requests, please call the church office. Unless 
otherwise requested, names will remain on the prayer list for 4 weeks. 
If you would like to add a name to the prayer network phone chain, 
please call Betty Gillispie or Ann Gunter. 
 

Sick, homebound, hospitalized? If you, or someone you know, would like 
to receive Communion or anointing of the sick, please call the office.  
Outside of office hours, please call Barbara Kurtz (276) 647-1906 
¿Enfermo, Confinado en casa u hospitalizado? Si usted o alguien que 
usted conoce quisiera recibir el Sacramento de la Communion tendremos a 
Rosa Aguirrre, Maribel Ortega, Anselmo Diaz,  y Miguel Ruiz que seran los 
encargados de este ministerio por favor llamar a la oficina para agendar la 
visita al (276) 638-4779. 

Mass Intentions 
If you would like a Mass offered for a loved one, please call the church office 
or fill out a Mass intention envelope completely and place it in the offertory 
basket. Make checks payable to St. Joseph Catholic Church.  Specific dates 
may not be available. Please include a contact number to arrange an 
alternate date if necessary. 

Intenciones para Misa 
 Si usted quiere ofrecer una misa a un ser querido por favor lléne el sobre 
correspondiente para la intención y deposítelo en la canasta de la colecta. 
 Haga el cheque a nombre St. Joseph Catholic Church. Quizas algunas fechas 
no esten disponibles incluya su número de teléfono para ofrecerle opciones. 

 

Father Carlos’ Reflection 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

In the Gospel Reading, for the Second Sunday of Advent, we are 

invited to consider John the Baptist and his relationship to Jesus. 

Matthew describes the work and preaching of John the Baptist. 

 

John the Baptist appears in the tradition of the great prophets of 

Israel, preaching repentance and reform to the people of Israel. In 

this reading, John directs a particularly pointed call to repentance 

to the Pharisees and Sadducees, parties within the Jewish 

community of the first century. He cautions them, knowing that 

when Jesus comes, he calls them worse than hypocrites! They will 

have a difficult time accepting him and his teachings. 
 

John marks the conversion of those who seek him out for a 

baptism of repentance. John's baptism can be understood as an 

anticipation of Christian baptism. In this passage, John himself 

alludes to the difference between his baptism and the one yet to 

come: “I am baptizing you with water, for repentance . . . He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 
 

In this reading, John makes very clear that his relationship to the 

Messiah yet to come (Jesus), is one of service and less importance: 

“The one who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not 

worthy to carry his sandals”. 
 

John's preaching of the coming of the Lord is a key theme of the 

Advent season. As John's message prepared the way for Jesus in 

the first century, we, too, are called to prepare ourselves for Jesus' 

coming. We respond to John's message by our repentance and 

reform of our lives. We are also called to be prophets of Christ, 

who announce by our lives, as John did, the coming of the Lord. 
 

May this season of Advent prepare us to acknowledge our 

weaknesses and repent our sinfulness and be transformed by the 

Lord’s coming with love. I know that it is a path with prayer and 

resolve, we can follow. 
 

Like John the Baptist, we can be prophets of Christ’s mercy and 

compassion to others. 

 

 Let us pray:   

 Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly undertaking 

hinder those who set out in haste to meet your Son, but 

may our learning of heaven wisdom gain us admittance 

to his company. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen   

 

Father C. Lerma 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
Readings for the week of December 4th:  

Sunday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Rom 15:4-9; Mt 

3:1-12 
Monday: Is 35:1-10; 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14; Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13; Mt 18:12-

14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10; Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 

1:26-38 

Friday: IS 48:17-19; PS 1:1-2, 3, 4 AND 6; MT 11:16-19 

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19; Mt 17:9a, 

10-13    Or visit daily readings at www.usccb.org 

 

 
Sunday, December 04: Binh Van Doan + 

Tue, December 06: Kelly Arguíñego + 

Wed, December 07: Kate Steadry + 

+ Indicates the Mass Intention is for the repose of the soul of the 

person(s) listed.  
                         
 

 
Mark Szulecki , Theresa McGarry, Lena Martin, Ruth Weaver, Doo 
Lie Toppled, Lauren Teresa, Mike Harris, Ann White, Bridget 
Johnson, Betty Gillispie, Anna Towarnicki, Marie-Bernice Downey, 
Tia Jessup, David Hall, John Engel, Randy Grandinetti, Marlene 
Jackson, Margaret Cunningham 
 

If you want to send a get well card please do it, they are going to appreciate 
it. 
 
 
 
 

St. Joseph Sechedule 2022 
 

  Christmas Dinner 
(Potluck)  

Sunday, December 4th at 6:00 pm 

 The Immaculate 

Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Thursday, December 8th – 

Mass at 5:00 pm (Bilingual) 

Feast of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe 

Monday, December 12 –  
Mass at 7:00pm (Spanish)  
 

Advent Penance 

Service 

Tuesday, December 13 at 7:00 pm 
(Bilingual) @ St. Joseph 

--------------------------------------------- 
Wednesday, December 14 at 7:00 pm 
@Sacred Heart 
 

NO  6:00 PM Wednesday 
adoration/confession at St. Joseph 

Christmas Eve Mass Saturday, December 24 –  
Mass at 5:00pm (English) 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
MASS AT REGULAR 

TIME 

Sunday, December 25 – Mass at: 
10:30 AM ENGLISH 
12:30 PM SPANISH 

 

Nancy Edelen 
The Moravian Hall Square 
 Apt. 2210 

175 W North St. 
Nazareth, PA 18064 

IMPORTANT!!! 
The Usher/Greeter Ministry is in 

need of more volunteers for 
each of our weekend masses. 
The primary responsibilities 

include welcoming parishioners, 
taking up the collection, and 

providing a goodbye salutation 
and distributing bulletins at the 
conclusion of the Mass. There is 

a sign-up sheet on the round 
table for anyone interested. You 

can also look for us. 
------------------------------------------------- 

 

WE NEED COUNTERS!! 
We need people to stay after on 

Sundays to help count the 
collection. If you are interested 
in volunteering please see Pat 

Prillaman after Mass or call, visit 
or email the office.  

 

Marie-Bernice Downey 
Mulberry Creek Rehab  
Room #220 

300 Blue Ridge Street  
Martinsville, VA 24112 

 

11/04 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

Readings 861 

Processional   
Psalm R&A 6 

Gospel R&A 7 

Offertory  

Communion  

Recessional  
  

 

Grace Network food Partner assignment Oct-Dec 
2022, 

we have committed to helping Grace Network with 
stocking their food pantry for those in need. 

   

Our item for this quarter is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace Network always needs: December: 
Dish detergent, deodorant, laundry detergent 

 

Apple Sauce (24-32 oz) 
Thanks! 

Collections:   11/27/2022      
 

Budget Amount                        $ 4,615.00    
Collection:                               2,848.00        
 Surplus/Deficit                       1,767.00 
 
Grocery Card Income (7/1 – 9/30) 
quarter:  
 

                                                           

 
There second collection for December 

11th will be for Reach Out.  
 

The first collection is for payment of St. 
Joseph’s daily expenses which include 
office supplies, salaries, sacramental 
materials, etc. If absent, please make 

up your contribution. 
 

Thank you for your generous 
support of our parish! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

: $364 : $ 169.97 

: $ 16.83 

Liturgical Minister  

Schedule December 11th  
 

Lectors: 

Diane Nalls – 1 

Barbara Kurtz – 2 

Irma Harrison – Int. 
 

Minister:  

Jim Grandinetti 
 

 
COUNCIL # 6538 

K of C Retreat 
The Knights Retreat is open to everyone. It will be on December 
17th from 9 AM to 3 PM. There will be sign-up sheet in the 
commons for everyone who is interested in attending the 
retreat.  
 

BABY BOTTLE CAMPAING 
 

The Baby Bottle Boomerang (BBB) to support the Pregnancy Care 
Center of Martinsville/Henry Co. is going on now! Please pick up 
a family baby bottle and collect your loose change to help the 
unborn babies and new mothers in our area. From November 13, 
2022 through December 30, 2022. 

 
 

Christmas Cards 
This Sunday, November 27th the Knights of Columbus will sell 
Christmas Cards. The Fundraiser will be for the Keep Christ in 
Christmas Charity.  

 

First Saturday Devotional to the Immaculate Heart of Mary: 
  For 5 consecutive Months practice the First Saturday Devotion.  
Our lady asks us to: 
1.) Got to Confession 2.) Pray 5 decades of the Holy Rosary 3.) Receive Holy 
Communion 4.) Keep Our Lady company for 15 minutes 5.) Offer each of 
these acts in reparation to Our Lady 

Pick up a pamphlet on the round table for more information. 

 

 Christmas Flowers If you would like 
to donate flowers in memory of, or in 
honor of, a loved one please fill out an 
envelope and return it to the red box. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Angel Tree Gifts are Due: If 

you have not bought gifts 

but still have the 

 tag please return  

the tag. Thanks! 

 

Calendars for the year of 2023 will 
be out on the table in the commons 
for those who wish to have one. 

The “Simbang Gabi” is an ancient custom of preparing 
for the coming of the Child Jesus. It is a long-treasured 
Philippine tradition, originally a series of “dawn masses” 
for nine consecutive days before Christmas Day. Its 
liturgical significance emanates from the Season of 

Advent, being the time of spiritual preparation and purification to welcome and 
receive the Child Jesus in our midst. The Mass at Dawn, “Simbang Gabi”, is a 
novena to the Blessed Mother. It starts every December 16th and is one of the 
oldest and most important religious celebrations in the Philippines. 

Here in the United States, Filipino immigrants brought with them this distinct 
tradition which has planted deep roots in many states like California, New York, 
Chicago, New Jersey, and in Virginia receiving a strong and unequivocal support 
by the bishop of the Diocese of Richmond and the Office of Ethnic Ministries. 

 

This year’s class of Confirmation 
II will be confirmed on 
Thursday, February 23rd, 2023. 
The Confirmation will be held at 
Sacred Heart in Danville, VA.  

The Christmas Potluck will 
be today Sunday, 

December 4th. The dinner 
begins at 6:00 PM. Even if 
you did not sign up, all are 
welcome. Hope to see you 

there! 
 

 

 

 The Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary Mass:  
 

Thursday, 

December 

8th  

 5:00 PM  

(bilingual) 

 

 
 

Women’s Guild Bake Sale! 

The Women’s Guild raised 

$306 for our church. Thank 

you to everyone  

who participated! 

 

A big Thank You to St. Joseph 
parishioners. You are so very 
generous! We collected $424.00 for 
the Good News Jail Ministry to 
provide Christmas bags to local 
inmates and staff. 
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/5?17
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120622.cfm
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112622.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/48?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/80?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/17?9
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