
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Regularly scheduled on available Sundays of each month after 
our last Mass. Arrangements can be made by contacting the 
Rectory. One godparent is required and must be 14, confirmed 
and a practicing Catholic, plus obtain a Sponsor Certificate 
from their parish. Only one male and one female godparent is 
permitted. Parents should be registered in the parish and meet 
with priests. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior to 
wedding date. Marriage Preparation Conferences must be 
attended. Either the Bride or the Groom must be a registered 
parishioner or be associated with the parish. They must meet 
with the parish priest before a wedding date can be scheduled.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades K-8 meet Sundays. Contact the Religious Ed Office to 
register children. We ask families to be registered & involved 
parishioners. Children must be baptized. Parents & children 
are expected to attend Mass each week including 
summertime. 

REV. DENNIS M. DINAN, PASTOR 

ABBY RODDEN, PARISH SECRETARY 

TBD                        , RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

TBD                        ,PTAF YOUTH GROUP COORDINATOR 
 

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-11:30AM 

 OR BY APPOINTMENT 

  

TELEPHONE: (845) 252-6681 

FAX: (845) 252-6519 

WEB ADDRESSES: www.sfxnarrowsburg.com 

 www.ollhuntington.com 

EMAIL: sfxnarrowsburg@gmail.com 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE: (845) 252-6681 

EMAIL: sfxololre@gmail.com  
 
  
 

 

Saint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier Parish    
151 Bridge Street 
Narrowsburg, NY  12764 

 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 16, 2018 
 

Founded 1809Founded 1809Founded 1809Founded 1809    
Hail Stella Maris, God’s own Mother blest! 

 

Our Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake Church    
Rt 52, Lake Huntington 

Masses 
 Sunday    8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation  As Announced 
Confessions & Daily Mass 
         At St. Francis Xavier 
  

Founded 1890Founded 1890Founded 1890Founded 1890    
“Be Great in Small Things” 

 

St. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier Church    
151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg 

Masses 
 Saturday         4:30pm 
 Sunday         11:00am 
 Daily (Tuesday-Friday)       8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation      As announced 
Confessions 
 Saturday         4:00pm 
               Or by appointment 



TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, SEPTEMBER 16, 2018      FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 Early this September, Cardinal Wuerl issued a statement, 
“it's time for new leadership!” It was about the Archdiocese of 
Washington where he has been Archbishop, that he needed to 
step down. He is the only bishop or cardinal so far to respond 
willingly to the call of many in the Church for new leadership. 
In the midst of the scandal that continues to plague the Church 
to the extent that it’s mentioned almost every time you turn on 
the TV, it’s a small step to address the problem.  
 Dr. Ralph Martin recalled in his recent letter “Dear Troubled 
Catholics” that “this isn’t the first time such grave problems 
have beset the Church. In the 14th century, Saint Catherine of 
Siena bemoaned the stench of sin coming from the papal 
court” and “continual reports of ongoing financial and sexual 
scandals suggest reform doesn’t seem to be happening.” 
 We read from Sacred Scripture each Sunday. This is part of 
the story of Salvation History as told under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. In today‘s First Reading, we hear about a real 
scandal, “I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to 
those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield from 
buffets and spitting” (Is 50:6). It would be hard to read or hear 
the Prophet Isaiah’s words without applying them to Jesus’ 
Passion, the pivotal point of Salvation History, beaten by the 
creatures he created. It’s commonly called the “Scandal of the 
Cross.” And, the result? Holiness defeats Cruelty!—and all Sin! 
 There is a series of talks on the saints and Saint Pope John 
Paul II by Dr. Ralph Martin which he gave initially in his parish 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan. I have listened to them several times. 
In one, Dr. Martin tells us that in her Dialogues, we see that to 
Saint Catherine of Siena, while in ecstasy, God the Father 
revealed to her how sin completely destroyed the relationship 
of the human race and God. The Father also said that to think 
that any of us could reach God by ourselves would be to think 
we could travel an immense river with all its perils and arrive 
there, while in reality would only cause us to perish. The 
Father, however, spoke to Saint Catherine as having sent his 
Son as a “Bridge” (over such a river)—this being the only way 
we could return to God. No other method or efforts could 
accomplish this. This is why, “He gave his back to those who 
beat him, his cheeks to those who plucked his beard; his face 
he did not shield from buffets and spitting.” In becoming the 
“Bridge” we could cross, he was taking on all that separated us 
from God. He was becoming “our sin” as Saint Paul tells us. 
He was also suffering the horrible consequences of it. 
 To cross this “Bridge” means to leave sin behind, most 
especially all Mortal Sin that still keeps us separated from God. 
This is the first stage and the beginning of what all the saints, 
who advise us on this, call the Spiritual Life. It is the Spiritual 
Life that gives birth to, and enables growth in, holiness 
(consider this synonymous with “the narrow way” of Jesus in 
the Gospel). In writing about this in the context of living in this 
new millennium, Saint Pope John Paul II said, “I have no 
hesitation in saying that all pastoral initiatives must be set in 
relation to holiness” (see Novo Millennio Ineunte, available at 
www.vatican.va). He was telling us that our parishes must be 
schools and centers of holiness. He said, “Was this not the 
ultimate meaning of the Jubilee indulgence, as a special grace 
offered by Christ so that the life of every baptized person could 
be purified and deeply renewed?” As Pastor of the Universal 
Church, he was interested in starting each person on this 
journey, helping them to remove all obstacles. He was giving 
us the cure that Saint Francis of Assisi prescribed in the 
1200s; that Saint Francis de Sales recognized in the 1600s; 
and that countless other saints identified in every century—the 
only fully Catholic response to scandals like today’s—is 
HOLINESS! Every crisis that the Church and the world faces, 
is a crisis of saints. The Church itself IS Holy. But, we need a 
holy Church. Its members and leaders need to be holy. We 
need holy families. Young people need to experience holiness. 

 Dr. Martin spent considerable time on this subject in various 
talks. He stressed four points that the Holy Father made on the 
nature of the Spiritual Life (each of which I elaborate on): 
1) It is only possible by the grace of God (we cannot achieve 

this in the least by ourselves). Jesus told us, “I am the vine, 
you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him 
will bear much fruit, because without me you can do 
nothing.” (Jn 15:5). We cannot respond to this, “Great! But, 
Jesus, I’ll take over from here!” No, it all requires a 
submission to follow the Lord and receive what is necessary 
from him. Jesus tells us in this week’s Gospel, “Whoever 
wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.” (Mk 8:35). 

2) It will most certainly involve suffering of one sort or another 
(Since we need purgation and purification. Again, we are 
told by Jesus, “My Father is the vine grower. He takes away 
every branch in me that does not bear fruit, and everyone 
that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit” (Jn 15:5) ). 

3) It definitely requires a commitment (to the pursuit and also 
to the means of the pursuit: daily meditation and prayer, not 
forgetting that this also means growth to mental prayer and 
beyond, i.e. to contemplation). 

4) It is all well worth it (this has to be taken for granted and 
believed. It is the message of all the saints who made the 
pursuit. They all agree on this point).  

 Dr. Martin also speaks of the consequences of not living a 
Spiritual Life. From her Dialogues, he reads to us what God 
the Father revealed to Saint Catherine of Siena on those who 
refuse to accept his appeal to turn from sin (which the Father 
gives in sufficient instances during each person’s life). He says 
that besides the other torments of Hell (he mentions four main 
ones), that the miser will be given all that was hoarded, the 
hateful will be fixed in hate, the lustful in lust (and so forth) … 
and so, what separated them from God here on earth 
(because of pleasure, attraction, habit, etc.) will become a 
torment for them for all eternity. He was very strong in making 
the point that the average person does not realize what is at 
stake here. This is not a game. Our lives and the decisions we 
must make should not just be based on the “here and now”, 
and what might be good for the moment. No, we should live 
each day with the knowledge that we will spend eternity in one 
of only two places: Heaven or Hell. There are no other 
alternatives or options. So to choose not to live a Spiritual Life 
has deep consequences, in this life and in the hereafter. We 
are feeling them right now in the Church. 
 We can all respond to the crisis in the Church by 
responding to the Call to Holiness. We don’t have to wait to be 
appointed to something or by someone. The laity has saved 
the Church at times in the past. Perhaps each was a “time for 
new leadership!” We cannot change the past, but the future? 
Yes! The Church needs us to step up to the plate again, yes 
maybe as leaders. And we don’t have to worry about having 
the home-team advantage! Jesus sent out only “twelve” in the 
beginning. They didn’t have it! They had another advantage—
HOLINESS! With it, they changed the world! The Holy Father 
hailed the lives and writings of four saints that can be a special 
help to us in this new millennium. These are: Saint Teresa of 
Avila, Saint John of the Cross, Saint Thérèse of Lisieux and 
Saint Catherine of Siena—all Doctors of the Church—all with a 
message that the Church has determined is helpful for the 
Universal Church. Dr. Martin has given a series of talks on 
each of them, as well as Saint Bernard of Clairvaux and Saint 
Francis de Sales, available at www.renewalministries.net. I 
highly recommend them and his book Fulfillment of All Desire, 
available at Amazon. 

     God’s Peace, 
 

 



SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER & OUR LADY OF THE LAKE CHURCHES 
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, SEPTEMBER 16, 2018      FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
 
 
For the Sick: Peggy Bayly Lohmann, Dennis Falk, Barbara Walter, Gloria Saures, Ed Brennan, Amy Ernano, Clayton Snow, Barnabas 
O’Driscoll, Sean Sweeney, Jose Mabama, Ron Burke, Charlotte Mills, Carol Mash, Mary Cauvaris, Barbara Smith, Janine Perry, Hilde 
Bielfeld, Rosemary Barile, Helene Indelicato, Christine Mary Faggione, Tracy Larssen, Septemberr Totten, Madeline Sheans, Peggy Lee 
Romano, Mary Weiden, Mary Tresh,  and all those struggling with any kind of illness and suffering. 
For the Deceased: Theresa Delaney, Helen Bunis, Maria Meyer, Pat Noble, Joseph Meyer, Gloria Ackermann, Eileen Dempsey, Martin 
Ferrick, Jacoba “Cobi” Campfield, George Johnson, Josephine Kelly, Joanne Barnes Brennan, Dr. Robert Lucas, Daniel Kelly, Fr. 
William Scully, Jean Salmeri, Barbara Smith, Mary Ann Janowsky, and all those who have gone before us. 
For those Serving in the Military: SGT Vaughn Schlott USMC (TX) 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Isaiah 50:5-9a 
James 2:14-18 
Mark 8:27-35 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
 
Saturday  September 15th  
4:30pm    -Martin Ferrick 
    Requested by Mary Weiden & Family 
 

Sunday   September 16th  
8:30am    -Our Parish Family 
11:00am  - Dr. Robert Lucas 
                  Requested by Patty Moser & Judy Stringer 
                -Fr. William Scully 
                  Requested by The Parish 
 
Monday   September 17th   
                  *No Mass* 
 

Tuesday   September 18th   
8:30am     -Our Parish Family 
 

Wednesday  September 19th   
8:30am     -Dr. Robert Lucas 
  Requested by Patty Moser & Judy Stringer 
 

Thursday     September 20th   
8:30am     -Our Parish Family 
 

Friday September 21st   
8:30am     -Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday   September 22nd   

4:30pm     -Helen Indelicato 
     Requested by Mary Weiden & Family 
 

Sunday     September 23rd  
8:30am  -Henrietta Pierce 
    Requested by The Catholic Daughters Ct. Fr. Raphael 
11:00am    -Dr. Robert Lucas 
      Requested by Patty Moser & Judy Stringer 
     -Dennis Falk 
    Requested by Mary Weiden & Family 
 

Collection 
September 9, 2018 

1st Collection 
Our Lady of the Lake                  $254.00 
St. Francis Xavier                        $1,051.00 
 
2nd Collection 
Our Lady of the Lake                  $148.00 
St. Francis Xavier                        $276.00 
 
Other (Repairs & Maintenance) 
St. Francis Xavier                         $95.00 
 

Total 
$1,824.00 

Thank you! 


