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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, NOVEMBER 18, 2018 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 “Learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branch becomes 
tender and sprouts leaves, you know that summer is near” (Mk 
13:28). Here is the specific advice of Jesus to us this week in 
the gospel. He is telling us to be ready for ‘the harvest!” He is 
not talking about figs here either. He is talking about you and 
me. He is talking about a time in our lives for which we all must 
prepare. He is talking about what we call “End Times.” Jesus 
said there are plenty of signs describing them. Saint Mark 
recorded these words in his gospel, “In those days after that 
tribulation the sun will be darkened and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken. And then they will see ‘the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds’ with great power and glory, and 
then he will send out the angels and gather (his) elect from the 
four winds, from the end of the earth to the end of the sky” (Mk 
13:24-27). The Book of Revelation tells of similar events 
surrounding the coming of the Son of Man:  

 [An] angel came out of the temple, crying out in a loud 
voice to the one sitting on the cloud, “Use your sickle and 
reap the harvest, for the time to reap has come, because 
the earth’s harvest is fully ripe. So the one who was sitting 
on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth 
was harvested” (Rev 14:15-16). 

 When is this harvest? Jesus himself tells us, “no one 
knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father” (Mk 13:32). How can we prepare? Actually, we need 
not have to worry about preparing for when “heaven and earth 
will pass away” (Mk 13:32). We need only be concerned when 
we will pass away. The Psalms tell us clearly, “Our years end 
like a sigh. Seventy is the sum of our years, or eighty, if we are 
strong; Most of them are toil and sorrow; they pass quickly, we 
are all but gone” (Ps 90:9-10). We must make the best of this 
time. During this time the advice of Saint Paul is clear enough,  

 Work out your salvation with fear and trembling … that 
you may be blameless and innocent, children of God 
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you shine like lights in the world” 
(Phil 2:12-15). 

 There is a road in each life that has a fork in it. Each path 
leads to an eternal destiny. Each hinges on a decisive 
moment. When all is said and done, it is just as Saint John 
Paul II told us at his July 21, 1999 General Audience:  

 When the form of this world has passed away, those who 
have welcomed God into their lives and have sincerely 
opened themselves to his love, at least at the moment of 
death, will enjoy that fullness of communion with God which 
is the goal of human life.  

 The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that, 
“Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest 
human longings, the state of supreme, definitive happiness” 
(1024). The Pope, now saint, clarifies this even more that,  

 In the context of Revelation, we know that the “heaven” or 
“happiness” in which we will find ourselves is neither an 
abstraction nor a physical place in the clouds, but a living, 
personal relationship with the Holy Trinity. It is our meeting 
with the Father which takes place in the risen Christ 
through the communion of the Holy Spirit. 

 The week after, though, in his General Audience, our Holy 
Father showed what it means to follow the other path: 

 God is the infinitely good and merciful Father. But man, 
called to respond to him freely, can unfortunately choose to 
reject his love and forgiveness once and for all, thus 
separating himself for ever from joyful communion with him. 
It is precisely this tragic situation that Christian doctrine 

explains when it speaks of eternal damnation or hell.  It is 
not a punishment imposed externally by God but a 
development of premises already set by people in this life. 
The very dimension of unhappiness which this obscure 
condition brings can in a certain way be sensed in the light 
of some of the terrible experiences we have suffered which, 
as is commonly said, make life “hell”. 
 Redemption nevertheless remains an offer of salvation 
which it is up to people to accept freely. This is why they 
will all be judged “by what they [have done]” (Rev 20:13). 
By using images, the New Testament presents the place 
destined for evildoers as a fiery furnace, where people will 
“weep and gnash their teeth” (Mt 13:42; cf. 25:30, 41), or 
like Gehenna with its “unquenchable fire”  (Mk 9:43). All this 
is narrated in the parable of the rich man, which explains 
that hell is a place of eternal suffering, with no possibility of 
return, nor of the alleviation of pain (cf. Lk 16:19-31). 
 The Book of Revelation also figuratively portrays in a 
“pool of fire” those who exclude themselves from the book 
of life, thus meeting with a “second death” (Rev 20:13f.). 
Whoever continues to be closed to the Gospel is therefore 
preparing for “eternal destruction and exclusion from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might” (2 
Thes 1:9). 
 The images of hell that Sacred Scripture presents to us 
must be correctly interpreted. They show the complete 
frustration and emptiness of life without God. Rather than a 
place, hell indicates the state of those who freely and 
definitively separate themselves from God, the source of all 
life and joy. This is how the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church summarizes the truths of faith on this subject: “To 
die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God’s 
merciful love means remaining separated from him for ever 
by our own free choice. This state of definitive self-
exclusion from communion with God and the blessed is 
called ‘hell’” (n. 1033). 
 “Eternal damnation”, therefore, is not attributed to God’s 
initiative because in his merciful love he can only desire the 
salvation of the beings he created. In reality, it is the 
creature who closes himself to his love. Damnation consists 
precisely in definitive separation from God, freely chosen by 
the human person and confirmed with death that seals his 
choice for ever. God’s judgement ratifies this state. 
 Christian faith teaches that in taking the risk of saying 
“yes” or “no”, which marks the human creature’s freedom, 
some have already said no. They are the spiritual creatures 
that rebelled against God’s love and are called demons. 
What happened to them is a warning to us: it is a 
continuous call to avoid the tragedy which leads to sin and 
to conform our life to that of Jesus who lived his life with a 
“yes” to God. 

 Let us pray the Lord’s Prayer each day, seriously asking for 
the coming of God’s kingdom. Remember, however, that this 
“is not a physical place in the clouds, but a living, personal 
relationship with [God] the Holy Trinity”—and it begins here. 
For each of our sakes, it better begin now if it has not already! 

      God’s Peace,  
 



SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER & OUR LADY OF THE LAKE CHURCHES 
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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, NOVEMBER 18, 2018 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 

 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
 
For the Sick: Peggy Bayly Lohmann, Dennis Falk, Barbara Walter, Gloria Saures, Ed Brennan, Amy Ernano, Clayton Snow, Barnabas 
O’Driscoll, Sean Sweeney, Jose Mabama, Ron Burke, Charlotte Mills, Carol Mash, Mary Cauvaris, Barbara Smith, Janine Perry, Hilde 
Bielfeld, Rosemary Barile, Helene Indelicato, Christine Mary Faggione, Tracy Larssen, Septemberr Totten, Madeline Sheans, Peggy Lee 
Romano, Mary Weiden, Mary Tresh, Ida Alvarez, Mildred Meyer,  and all those struggling with any kind of illness and suffering. 
For the Deceased: Theresa Delaney, Helen Bunis, Maria Meyer, Pat Noble, Joseph Meyer, Gloria Ackermann, Eileen Dempsey, Martin 
Ferrick, Jacoba “Cobi” Campfield, George Johnson, Josephine Kelly, Joanne Barnes Brennan, Dr. Robert Lucas, Daniel Kelly, Fr. 
William Scully, Jean Salmeri, Barbara Smith, Mary Ann Janowsky, Helen Guttzeit, and all those who have gone before us. 
For those Serving in the Military: SGT Vaughn Schlott USMC (TX) 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
 
 
 
Saturday, November 17th  
4:30pm    -Tree of Life Synagogue Community 
    Requested by Bob & Rose Meyer 
   -Sal Indelicato 
    Requested by Helene Indelicato 
 
Sunday, November 18th  
8:30am    -John Bernas & Joan Bernas-Ernst 
                  Requested by Helene Indelicato 
                -Sal Indelicato 
 Requested by Ron & Anna Meyer 
11:00am  -Dr. Robert Lucas 
                  Requested by Patty Moser & Judy Stringer 
                 -Elizabeth Walter 
                  Requested by George & Barbara Walter 
 
Tuesday, November 20th  
8:30am     -Our Parish Family 
 
Wednesday, November 21st  
8:30am     -Dr. Robert Lucas 
  Requested by Patty Moser & Judy Stringer 
 
Thursday, November 22nd  
8:30am     -Our Parish Family 
 
Friday, November 23rd  
8:30am     -NO MASS 
 
Saturday, November 24th  

4:30pm     -Skip Feagles 
   Requested by His Family 
                  -Jennie DeNora 
                   Requested by Al & Linda Smith 
 
Sunday, November 25th  
8:30am  -Dorothy Meyer 
    Requested by Mary Jane Nober 
    -Ralph Gabriel 
     Requested by Barbara Gabriel 
11:00am    -Todd Panich 
      Requested by George & Barbara Walter 
 
 

Collection 
November 11, 2018 

1st Collection 
Our Lady of the Lake                  $331.00 
St. Francis Xavier                        $1,222.00 
 
2nd Collection 
Our Lady of the Lake                  $193.00 
St. Francis Xavier                        $362.00 
 
Other 
Our Lady of the Lake                 $25.00 

Total 
$2,133.00 

Thank you! 
 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Daniel 12:1-3 

Hebrews 10:11-14, 18 
Mark 13:24-32 

Thanksgiving Week Mass 
Schedule 

Monday- NO MASS 
Tuesday- 8:30 am @ SFX 
Wednesday- 8:30am @ SFX 
Thursday (Thanksgiving)- 8:30am @ SFX 
Friday- NO MASS 

Thank you for your generously supporting the 
Catholic Charities Campaign for Charity and 

Justice! As a parish we raised $555.00 to 
support parish and community outreach to 

those on the margins. If you missed the 
collection, it’s not too late to give. To donate, 

visit: www.catholiccharitiesny.org 
Thank you! 


