
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier Parish    
The Epiphany of the LordThe Epiphany of the LordThe Epiphany of the LordThe Epiphany of the Lord    

January 6, 2019 
 

Our Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake Church    
Rt. 52, Lake Huntington 
Masses 
 Sunday    8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation  As Announced 
Confessions & Daily Mass 
         At St. Francis Xavier 
 

St. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier Church    
151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg 
Masses 
 Saturday         4:30pm 
 Sunday         11:00am 
 Daily (Tuesday-Friday)       8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation      As announced 
Confessions 
 Saturday         4:00pm 
          Or by appointment 
 

REV. DENNIS M. DINAN, PASTOR 

ABBY RODDEN, PARISH SECRETARY 

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-11:30AM       TELEPHONE: (845) 252-6681 

Web Address: www.sfxnarrowsburg.com      Email: sfxnarrowsburg@gmail.com 
 

 



Dear Parish Family, 
 One day after Mass, I was speaking to the mother of a 
family in the parish. She told me it was very difficult to try to 
learn more about some aspects of our faith because many 
times, recognized experts dispute what is told to us in the 
gospels and other parts of Scared Scripture. For instance, she 
said, many of the apparent biblical “scholars” will tell us that 
we have no idea who the Magi were. 
 My answer was that it would be difficult to tell those of us 
who went to World Youth day in Cologne, Germany, that we 
do not know who the Magi were. For weeks, we followed the 
theme, “We Have Come to Adore Him,” like the Magi. At 
Cologne, we toured its magnificent Cathedral. We saw the 
sarcophagus which for centuries is believed to hold the relics 
of Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar, which tradition claims are 
the names of the Magi. Additionally, we were asked to focus 
on, “Where is the star leading us?,” making it personal. 
 Today, we hear that story again, with the same question 
that the Magi asked of King Herod, “Where is the newborn 
king of the Jews?” They had been searching for him. They 
realized that Jesus “manifested himself” to the world. Now 
they “have come to do him homage.” That was 2,000 years 
ago. Today that question is directed to us. 
 Last Sunday, we ended the homily with two questions and 
the answers: “What is holiness? It is doing God’s will. What is 
a Holy Family? It is doing God’s will together.” 
 What we heard during our stay in Cologne was pointing to 
a necessary transformation in life—that just as the Magi took a 
different route home from Bethlehem, that all of us must do 
the same. We must, “return a different way from which we 
came.” We must, “progress!”—leaving sin, faults, flaws and 
weakness behind (preferably in Cologne). It was that we 
should use this great opportunity to make a change—to travel 
from where we don’t want to be to where we want to be. And 
where we want to be is with Jesus. Accomplish this and we 
have answered the question, “Where is the newborn king of 
the Jews?” 
 For us now, it means that we have also received the 
invitation that those at Cologne did, from many sources, but 
especially from Pope Benedict of how intensely God the 
Father desires all of us to be at his banquet, to experience 
the joy of heaven for all eternity. 
 And so, if we get below the surface of the Pope Emeritus’ 
message about the salvific mission of the Church and the 
significance it has in God’s plan for both here and eternity, and 
we hear the question, “Where is the newborn king of the 
Jews?” We know! Yes, we know he’s in Church in many ways. 
Yes, he remains there in the tabernacle. Yet incredibly, at the 
heart of Christian marriage and at the heart of the Christian 
family and each of its members—that’s us—we should find the 
dwelling of Jesus once again. This is how Jesus chooses, 
within his Church, to “manifest himself” to the world!  
 This is something that each of us must recognize. Yet, do 
we realize it is not something that will happen automatically? 
So, we must speak about personal holiness, which we all must 
desire and bring with us to our relationships. We must be 
looking for the “newborn King” in our lives. As we’ve been 
saying, he must have a significant place or we cannot expect 
to derive much benefit at all. The eternal King continues to 
manifest himself to those who are open to change in their 
lives—to those willing to hear the message of salvation. 
 Yes, this requires a commitment. As we heard at one Mass 
this week, “Almighty and invisible God, who dispersed the 
darkness of this world by the coming of your light…” (Collect 
Dec 29), we realize that his light must banish the darkness in 
each of us individually too. Therefore, such a commitment 
could be the resolution we choose to make this year or a part 
of part of the resolutions we are choosing for 2019. We need 

to compel ourselves to have this type of constancy for, as 
Saint John of the Cross says in the Living Flame of Love, 
“indeed your desire to rise to higher places in spirit will face 
many obstacles.” He goes on to explain: 

 Now I will tell you about the first of these challenges, so 
that you will understand the operations of God's Spirit and 
not be discouraged when it occurs. 
 When you give your soul fully to God, and ask him to 
transform you and flood you with his holy light, you are 
asking him to fill your soul to its full capacity with himself—
that is, with the living flame of his love.... Only in this way is 
it possible for the soul to find its way into a state of 
oneness with him. 
 When his love first comes to us, we perceive it as a fire, 
and that is because his first work is to purify and cleanse 
the soul of sin and selfishness and fear and anger. Though 
this purifying and cleansing causes many to turn back, its 
purpose is to make us clear in spirit—clear as pure crystal, 
so that he may be seen in us. 
 At first, we resist his advance. But the more we allow him 
to kindle his burning light within, the more it will drive out 
and replace the darkness there, until the light blazes out 
from within us, and with greater and greater intensity. 
 This is the spiritual height on which we set our hearts. 
Are you willing, then, to climb up out of your earthly 
darkness and move toward this high point of faith? For this 
is how the fire and light of God's love is centered in us, 
brilliant and bursting out from within. 
 I tell you, this is the manner in which the soul itself comes 
to stand more fully in God's fiery light—until we are 
consumed by Love. This is how it comes about that we 
appear to be wholly one with him. 

 Maybe a bit mysterious, but Saint John knew that this is 
also the true work of the Holy Spirit. And he explains again 
what will happen, but this time he says, 

 …to picture this, think of [how] fire penetrates a log. As 
the flame begins it burns away the outer imperfections, 
stripping the log of scars and roughness. As its heat 
mounts, the fire penetrates into the log itself, until wood 
and flame are one. Just so, fire transforms wood into fire. 

 This is how Jesus wants to manifest himself to the world in 
each of our lives, through our own personal holiness. 
However, since most people in the world at any time are 
called to the Vocation of Marriage, it is obvious he that 
chooses to “manifest himself” above all through Christian 
Marriage and the Christian Family, or like we said last week: 
Holy Families. 
 The fundamental goal of the salvific mission of Jesus is 
personal holiness. The intention is not to work so as to bring 
the market back! It is not aimed at our being successful. It will 
not promise the safety of our families. It will not be a boost for 
our prestige. It is primarily to bring about our own 
sanctification and salvation. It is then intended to reach out to 
others to help bring about theirs. Jesus wants to work in the 
lives of others through us. He can only do this if he can be 
seen by others in our lives. He can only do this if, as Saint 
John says, we receive “his remedy and medicine, which he 
gives to the soul to treat its many diseases. He does so, only 
to bring the soul back to health ... to drive from it every kind of 
spiritual evil,” so as to gradually make us wholly one with him! 
 There are many people still looking for this “newborn King”. 
We can be the way that they find him. 

     God’s Peace,  



SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER & OUR LADY OF THE LAKE CHURCHES 
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There will be NO MASS on 

Tuesday, January 8th 

Please join members of our 
parish family, and other Catholic 
churches in the county, in participating 
in this new and exciting 7-week seminar, 
plus a retreat day! Each week a dinner 
will be served and transportation will be 
provided from both of our parish 
churches.  
All of this will be provided at NO 
COST! 
Please contact Abby (252-6681) at the rectory 
office to sign up! 
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The ho 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
(This list will be cleared soon. Please let us know who you would like on the new list as soon as possible. Thank you!) 

For the Sick: Peggy Bayly Lohmann, Dennis Falk, Barbara Walter, Gloria Saures, Ed Brennan, Amy Ernano, Clayton Snow, Barnabas 
O’Driscoll, Sean Sweeney, Jose Mabama, Ron Burke, Charlotte Mills, Carol Mash, Mary Cauvaris, Barbara Smith, Janine Perry, Hilde 
Bielfeld, Rosemary Barile, Christine Mary Faggione, Tracy Larssen, Helene Indelicato, Madeline Sheans, Peggy Lee Romano, Mary 
Weiden, Mary Tresh, Ida Alvarez, Mildred Meyer, Kenneth “Boomer” Meyer, and all those struggling with any kind of illness and 
suffering. 
For the Deceased: Theresa Delaney, Helen Bunis, Maria Meyer, Pat Noble, Joseph Meyer, Gloria Ackermann, Eileen Dempsey, Martin 
Ferrick, Jacoba “Cobi” Campfield, George Johnson, Josephine Kelly, Joanne Barnes Brennan, Dr. Robert Lucas, Daniel Kelly, Fr. 
William Scully, Jean Salmeri, Barbara Smith, Mary Ann Janowsky, Helen Guttzeit, William Ackerman, Lewis Meckle, Alix Fils-Aime, 
Elizabeth Creamer, and all those who have gone before us. 
For those Serving in the Military: SGT Vaughn Schlott USMC (TX) 

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
    

Saturday, January 5th 

4:30pm  -Maria Meyer 
   Requested by Bob & Rose Meyer 
 
Sunday, January 6th 

8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
11:00am  -Our Parish Family 
 
Monday, January 7th  
NO MASS 
 
Tuesday, January 8th 
NO MASS 
 
Wednesday, January 9th 

8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
 
Thursday, January 10th 
8:30am  -Joseph & Carmine Santarella 
  Requested by Al & Linda Smith 
 
Friday, January 11th 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
 
Saturday, January 12th 

4:30pm  -Frank Niessen & Madelin Meyer 
   Requested by Bob & Rose Meyer 
 
Sunday, January 13th 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
11:00am  -Our Parish Family 
 

Collection 
December 30, 2018 

 

1st Collection 
Our Lady of the Lake            $818.00 
St. Francis Xavier                  $1,209.00 
 

Other (Cap. Improv., R&M, Retirement) 
St. Francis Xavier                  $36.00 
 

 
Total 

$2,063.00 
Thank you! 

Solemnity of Mary 
Collection 

January 1, 2019 
 

Holyday Collection 
Our Lady of the Lake           $2.00 
St. Francis Xavier                 $590.00 
 

Other (R&M, Candles, Christmas) 
Our Lady of the Lake          $102.00 
St. Francis Xavier                $540.00 
 

Total 
$1,234.00 

Thank you! 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Isaiah 60-1-6 

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 

The 2019 Mass Book is 

Open for your Intentions. 

Please call the Office. 
 


