
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Saint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier ParishSaint Francis Xavier Parish    
The Baptism of the LordThe Baptism of the LordThe Baptism of the LordThe Baptism of the Lord    

January 13, 2019January 13, 2019January 13, 2019January 13, 2019    
 

Our Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake Church    
Rt. 52, Lake Huntington 
Masses 
 Sunday    8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation  As Announced 
Confessions & Daily Mass 
       At St. Francis Xavier 
 

St. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier Church    
151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg 
Masses 
 Saturday        4:30pm 
 Sunday         11:00am 
 Daily (Tuesday-Friday)       8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation       As announced 
Confessions 
 Saturday         4:00pm 
      Or by appointment 
 

REV. DENNIS M. DINAN, PASTOR 

ABBY RODDEN, PARISH SECRETARY 

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM-11:30AM       TELEPHONE: (845) 252-6681 

Web Address: www.sfxnarrowsburg.com      Email: sfxnarrowsburg@gmail.com 
 

 



THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD,  JANUARY 13, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 This week, in The Liturgy of the Hours, was a reading from 
Saint Cyril of Alexandria. It spoke of the Baptism of Jesus, first 
as something Jesus didn’t need, but then explaining the 
reason behind it, saying, “The Father can be said to give the 
Spirit again to the Son, though the Son possesses the Spirit as 
his own, in order that we may receive the Spirit in Christ.” 
 In descriptive fashion, Father Eugene Boylan, O.Cist.R., in 
the Preface of his spiritual treatise, This Tremendous Lover, 
shows the effect of our receiving the Spirit in our own Baptism, 
as well as the building up of the Body of Christ, saying, 

 There is a phenomenon in the natural order which 
illustrates a great principle of the supernatural order; it is 
the structure and the growth of crystals. Each crystalline 
substance has its own characteristic shape; wherever 
complete crystals occur, not only the whole crystal, but also 
each unit of it, has that particular shape. If a crystal be 
suspended in a suitable solution of the substance of which 
it is composed—the “mother liquor” as it is called—that 
crystal will grow by drawing to itself material from the 
solution, forming it to its own image and likeness, and then 
uniting it to itself, yet so that the new and greater unity is an 
exact replica of the original nucleus and of each of the 
component units. 
 So it is with Christ. Lifted up on the Cross, he draws all 
things to himself; as St. Irenaeus says, “He recapitulated in 
himself the long history of men, ‘summing us up’ and giving 
us salvation, that we might receive again in Christ Jesus 
what we have lost in Adam, that is the image and likeness 
of God.” 

 I picture Father Boylan’s description of this “growth 
process” as something two-dimensional and akin to the growth 
of the Body of Christ. The Body grows by drawing new 
members to itself in Baptism, who share in the same Spirit. We 
can easily agree with Saint Cyril’s conclusion that, “If we 
reason correctly, and use also the testimony of Scripture, we 
can see that Christ did not receive the Spirit for himself, but 
rather for us in him, for it is also through Christ that all gifts 
come down to us.” Baptism opens the door to all of this for us. 
 We celebrate the beginning of this formal work of our 
Savior today, the Church’s feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
Saint Paul, in his Letter to Titus, describes this work of Jesus 
that we celebrate,  

When the kindness and generous love of God our savior 
appeared, not because of any righteous deeds we had 
done but because of his mercy, he saved us through the 
bath of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
richly poured out on us through Jesus Christ our savior, so 
that we might be justified by his grace and become heirs in 
hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:4-7). 

 Father Eugene Boylan tells us what we already know that 
“On the cross, Christ “summed up” in one sacrificial act his 
whole life and his whole love.” Yes, it was in his life and death 
that he still “sums up” the whole life and destiny of his Church, 
and also the whole life and death of each member of that 
Church. What he “summed up” we have received in Baptism. It 
is in Baptism that we have become this “exact replica of the 
original nucleus.” Saint Gregory of Nazianzus tells us, “Christ 
is bathed in light; let us also be bathed in light. Christ is 
baptized; let us also go down with him, and rise with him.” We 
share in his life; we bear his resemblance in Baptism. 
 Jesus had no need for Baptism, but Saint Gregory 
explains that “Perhaps he comes to sanctify his baptizer; 

certainly he comes to bury sinful humanity in the waters. He 
comes to sanctify the Jordan for our sake and in readiness for 
us; he who is spirit and flesh comes to begin a new creation 
through the Spirit and water.”  
 Father Boylan says that in members that have 
experienced the waters of baptism, there is a “fundamental 
unity of pattern.”  

He says to see it we must first look below the surface of the 
individuating differences to observe the common pattern, 
and then stand back far enough from the complete unity to 
see it as a whole; for unless something of the 
consummation be glimpsed, there is difficulty in seeing the 
full significance of the individual destiny and of the common 
bond. 

 And, he says “the common bond”—the bond of all 
perfection—is love, and the magnificence of the whole is the 
unity of love. This can only be Divine Love because the model 
according to which the whole is designed is no less than the 
glorious Blessed Trinity. 
 In this sense, Saint Gregory completely agrees with him. 
According to him, we are no longer to be just men and women. 
No, he says,  

 You are to be radiant lights as you stand beside Christ, 
the great light, bathed in the glory of him who is the light 
of heaven. You are to enjoy more and more the pure and 
dazzling light of the Trinity, as now you have received—
though not in its fullness—a ray of its splendor, 
proceeding from the one God, in Christ us our Lord, to 
whom be glory and power for ever and ever. 

 Other great saints add to this. Saint Leo the Great counsels 
us, “Acknowledge, O Christian, your dignity!” Saint Maximus, to 
those he had just baptized said, “Ponder the honor that has 
made you sharers in this mystery!” Finally, Saint Augustine still 
emphasizes it more: “Let us rejoice and give thanks; we have not 
only become Christians, but Christ himself.... Stand in awe and 
rejoice, we have become Christ.” 
 Let us do what Saint Gregory of Nazianzus suggests we 
do today, “Let us do honor to Christ’s baptism and celebrate 
this feast in holiness.” In doing so, must also celebrate our own 
Baptisms! Do any of us truly realize what God has done to us? 
Have we any idea what happened to us that day? Do we realize 
what we are? Years ago, I heard one priest say that in us, “Christ 
made carbon-copies of himself.” Obviously, that’s dated. Today 
we would have to say “Christ made clones of himself.” We have 
been filled with a life that only God himself can know. Saint Pope 
John Paul II taught that we have been likened to Jesus as 
Savior-Messiah, so much so that we are to be Savior-Messiah to 
the world. Can we accept this? Or is this also a hard-saying? 
This is the pre-existent Son of God. He, who the universe cannot 
hold, because of his Infinity, abides in us. This is mind-boggling! 
But, this is true. “The Word was made flesh ... and we have seen 
his Glory” (Jn 1:14). This Glory is now found dwelling in us. We 
are his Temples. The pope-saint said that God, “fills [these] 
temple[s] with the holy presence of God as a result of each 
person’s being united and likened to Jesus Christ,” like with the 
crystal. Let us be in awe and in joy. Each of us can say with 
Mary, “the Almighty has done great things for me, and Holy is his 
name.” 

     God’s Peace,  
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 Please join 
members of our parish family, and 
other Catholic churches in the 
county, in participating in this new 
and exciting 7-week seminar, plus a 
retreat day! Each week a dinner will 
be served and transportation will be 
provided from both of our parish 
churches.  
All of this will be provided at NO 
COST! 
Please contact Abby (252-6681) at the rectory 
office to sign up! 
 



THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD,  JANUARY 13, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 

The ho 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
(This list has been cleared for the new year. Please let us know who you would 

like on the new list as soon as possible. Thank you!) 
For the Sick:  
For the Deceased:  
For those Serving in the Military:  

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
    

Saturday, January 12th 

4:30pm  -Frank Niessen & Madelin Meyer 
   Requested by Bob & Rose Meyer 
 
Sunday, January 13th 

8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
11:00am  -Arthur & Rita Holmes 
  Requested by Ed Holmes 
  -Helen Bunis 
  Requested by Greg & Cheryl  Iberger 
 
Monday, January 14th 
NO MASS 
 
Tuesday, January 15th 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
 
Wednesday, January 16th 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
 
Thursday, January 17th 

8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
 
Friday, January 18th 
NO MASS 
 
Saturday, January 19th 

4:30pm  -Clarence & Marie Schultz 
   Requested by Dottie Schultz 
 
Sunday, January 20th 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
11:00am  -John Urban 
   Requested by Wendell & Lillian Putz 

Collection 
December 22/23, 2018 

 

First Collection 
Our Lady of the Lake           $518.00 
St. Francis Xavier                 $971.00 
 

Second Collection (Repairs & Maintenance) 
Our Lady of the Lake           $235.00 
St. Francis Xavier                 $281.00 
 

Other (Christmas Donations) 
Our Lady of the Lake           $100.00 
St. Francis Xavier                 $1,200.00 

 
Total 

$3,305.00 
Thank you! 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

 
 

There will be NO MASS 
on Friday, January 18th 

 

This weekend’s Second Collection is for This weekend’s Second Collection is for This weekend’s Second Collection is for This weekend’s Second Collection is for 
The Catholic University of America.The Catholic University of America.The Catholic University of America.The Catholic University of America.    

 

The 2019 Mass Book is open for The 2019 Mass Book is open for The 2019 Mass Book is open for The 2019 Mass Book is open for 
your Mass Intentions.your Mass Intentions.your Mass Intentions.your Mass Intentions.    


