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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE: (845) 252-6681 
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Regularly scheduled on available Sundays of each month after 
our last Mass. Arrangements are made by contacting the 
Rectory. One Godparent is required and must be 14, 
confirmed, a practicing Catholic, and obtain a Sponsor 
Certificate from their parish. Only one male and one female 
Godparent is permitted. Parents should be registered in the 
parish and meet with priests. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior to 
wedding date. Marriage Preparation Conferences must be 
attended. Either the Bride or the Groom must be a registered 
parishioner or be associated with the parish. They must meet 
with the parish priest before a wedding date can be scheduled.  
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades K-8 meet Sundays. Contact the Religious Ed Office to 
register children. We ask families to be registered & involved 
parishioners. Children must be baptized. Parents & children 
are expected to attend Mass each week. 

 

 

Our Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake ChurchOur Lady of the Lake Church    
Rt. 52, Lake Huntington 
Masses 
 Sunday    8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation  As Announced 
Confessions & Daily Mass 
       At St. Francis Xavier 
 

St. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier ChurchSt. Francis Xavier Church    
151 Bridge St., Narrowsburg 
Masses 
 Saturday        4:30pm 
 Sunday         11:00am 
 Daily (Tuesday-Friday)       8:30am 
 Holydays of Obligation       As announced 
Confessions 
 Saturday                    4:00pm 
                 Or by appointment 



SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME,  JANUARY 20, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 
Dear Parish Family, 
 Two weeks ago, in my letter for the weekend of the 
Solemnity of the Epiphany, I mentioned a mother who told me, 
“It was very difficult to try to learn more about some aspects of 
our faith because many times, recognized experts dispute 
what is told to us in the gospels and other parts of Scared 
Scripture. For instance, she said, many of the apparent biblical 
‘scholars’ will tell us that we have no idea who the Magi were.” 
The problem many times is that when many biblical scholars 
do their research, they begin with their own opinions or 
premises. If these are always held as necessarily true, many 
times conflicts arise because their conclusions result in 
interpretations that differ from the teachings of the Church. 
Then, they hold and promote their own position over the 
Church’s. They claim the autonomy to defend their 
interpretations, while disagreeing or openly disputing with 
dogmatic teachings. 
 When the possibilities of conflicts like these exist, the only 
satisfactory way of beginning to study and interpret Sacred 
Scripture is to begin with the teachings of the Church and its 
dogmatic claims and then, proceeding from a position of 
“having the Truth,” move to developing a valid interpretation. 
This week, the Gospel Reading is from Saint John. It is about 
the Wedding Feast of Cana. Of course Mary plays an essential 
role in this. Mary can be a good place to start with this 
because many times Scripture pertaining to her is 
misinterpreted. 
 A while back, in 2006, the movie The Nativity Story was 
released. For weeks it had one of the all-time box-office 
grosses. It debuted in the Vatican. I know that it received some 
terrific reviews. It’s still almost a pure  rating on 
Amazon.com. With all of that, one important criticism of the 
movie was that it portrayed Mary as giving birth to the child 
Jesus in pain. Yes, there was no one there to report on it, and 
we can question how this could have been so. The problem 
here is that this depiction is simply contrary to the Church's 
long tradition of teaching Mary as virginal before, during and 
after birth. However, this was interpreted in this way because 
the director, and therefore the content of the movie, doesn’t 
start with the doctrine of Mary’s Perpetual Virginity as a 
premise. Here biblical scholars could have shown that there is 
a good, even Scriptural reason for this doctrine. 
 For this they would again have started with the teaching of 
the Church on Mary. For at least six centuries in the Early 
Church, there was virtually unanimous opinion of the Fathers 
of the Church, based on what Scripture tells us, that it was 
essential to see Mary as the "New Eve," the “necessary 
counterpart to Christ, the New Adam.” Mary collaborated in the 
work of Christ just as Eve collaborated in the sin of Adam. By 
working in partnership with Adam, Eve fell under “the curse.” 
That curse brought with it the severe consequence of labor 
pains, not only for Eve, but for all of her daughters (cf. Gn 
3:16). But now Mary, the “New Eve”, who was freed from the 
curse (her Immaculate Conception) and who worked in 
partnership with her Son to break the curse, was not subject to 
its dictates. 
 We can take the verses where the family of Jesus was 
looking for him while he was preaching. Then, the “crowd 
seated around him told him, ‘Your mother and your brothers 
[and your sisters] are outside asking for you’” (Mk 3:31-35). 
We’ve heard it said many times that this stands as proof that 
Mary had other children. However, if we fail to start with the 
doctrine of Mary’s Perpetual Virginity, we can get it wrong. 
Beginning with Church teaching, we can move to the text itself. 

Usually, by just referring to notes in the Bible, we can then see 
that the Greek word adelphos, or in Jesus’ native language 
Aramaic, “brother,” “sister” are applied not only to children of 
the same parents, but also to nephews, nieces, cousins, half-
brothers, and half-sisters; (cf. Gn 14:16; 29:15; Lv 10:4). This 
might be easier to see in the verse, “Is he not the carpenter, 
the son of Mary, and the brother of James and Joses and 
Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” (Mk 
6:3). Here, James and Joses are said to be sons of another 
Mary, wife of Clopas and the “sister” of Mary, the mother of 
Jesus who were together at the foot of the Cross with Mary 
Magdalene (see Jn 19:25). So, the reference to brother and 
sisters is to mean cousins (related by blood). 
 These records have been given to us by the Holy Spirit. 
We should let Sacred Scripture—we should let the Gospels 
speak for themselves. We should not limit them or their 
meaning, even for good-intentioned reasons, like portraying 
Mary such as to make her more "real" to our world! What! The 
Holy Spirit did not know what he was doing when he inspired 
the Evangelists and these words to be written? That’s not what 
the Second Vatican Council teaches us. First of all, in the 
Constitution on Divine Revelation, the Church teaches us that, 
“In his gracious goodness, God has seen to it that what he had 
revealed for the salvation of all nations would abide perpetually 
in its full integrity and be handed on to all generations” (7). 
 Next the Church affirms, “Since everything asserted by the 
inspired authors or sacred writers must be held to be asserted 
by the Holy Spirit, it follows that the books of Scripture must be 
acknowledged as teaching solidly, faithfully and without error 
that truth which God wanted put into sacred writings for the 
sake of salvation” (11) . 
 The Gospel of Saint Luke gives us a basic insight into who 
Mary was. It records her words, “Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord, be it done unto me as you say" (Lk 1:38). If we let this 
speak for itself, we each can come to the conclusion that Mary 
is the teen Mother of God; that she was perfectly pure in every 
way; that not your typical immature teen, she had a heart, 
mind, soul and the strength to carry out God's will. The fabric 
of rebellion was unknown to her. Mary was totally consecrated 
to the Lord without the slightest disorder. She is the perfect 
role model for all kids and adults alike. Mary isn’t just one more 
person who chose to follow Jesus. 
 I will leave you with a little exercise. In this week’s Gospel 
Reading, let’s examine Mary’s role. It begins with announcing 
the wedding (at Cana) and telling us “the mother of Jesus was 
there” (Jn 2:1). Only then does it inform us that, “Jesus and his 
disciples were also invited to the wedding” (Jn 2:2). What do 
you think these verses mean? What does it say about Jesus or 
Mary, when he says to her, “Woman, how does your concern 
affect me?” (Jn 2:4); or, when Mary tells the waiters, "Do 
whatever he tells you" (Jn 2:5)? Are there underlying tones, if 
any, which must be addressed? Is there meaning in the text 
itself that must be uncovered? How would Hollywood or a 
director portray this scene? As what kind of woman do you 
think they would show Mary? How do you think her personality 
would come across? What are some of the principles that a 
director should keep in mind and begin with in order to arrive 
at a correct portrayal of Mary? Your answers might determine 
whether you or I would be interested in seeing the movie! 
 

     God’s Peace,  
 
 
 



SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER & OUR LADY OF THE LAKE CHURCHES 
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 Please join members 
of our parish family, and friends from 
other Catholic churches in the 
county, in participating in this new 
and exciting 7-week seminar, plus a 
retreat day! Each week a dinner will 
be served and transportation will be 
provided from both of our parish 
churches. 
  

All of this will be provided at NO 
COST! 
 

Please contact Abby (252-6681) at the rectory 
office to sign up! 
 



SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME,  JANUARY 20, 2019 FATHER DENNIS M. DINAN 

 

Please Pray for our Parish Family 
This list has been cleared for the new year. Please contact the office as soon as possible to put 

your new prayer intentions on the list. 
 
For the Sick:  
For the Deceased: 
For those Serving in the Military:  

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
 

Saturday, January 19th 
4:30pm  -Clarence & Marie Schultz 
   Requested by Dottie Schultz 
 

Sunday, January 20th 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
11:00am  -John Urban 
  Requested by Wendell & Lillian Putz 
 

Monday, January 21st 
NO MASS 
 

Tuesday, January 22nd 
8:30am  -Candace Baker 
  Requested by Helen Barr 
 

Wednesday, January 23rd 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
 

Thursday, January 24th 
8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
 

Friday, January 25th 

8:30am  -Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, January 26th 
4:30pm  -For our loved ones remembered in the 
  Christmas Flower Offerings 
 

Sunday, January 27th 
8:30am  -Helen Mickelson 
   Requested by Colleen Tenbus 
11:00am  -Margaret E. & Thomas J. Greer 
   Requested by Wendell & Lillian Putz 
 

Collection 
January 12/13, 2019 

 

1st Collection 
Our Lady of the Lake                  $251.00 
St. Francis Xavier                        $959.00 
 
2nd Collection (Catholic U. of America) 
Our Lady of the Lake                  $118.00 
St. Francis Xavier                        $301.00 
 
Other (Maintenance & Repairs) 
St. Francis Xavier                        $5.00 

 
Total 

$1,634.00 
Thank you! 

Parish Heating Snapshot 
Since September 1st 

 

Our Lady of the Lake Church      $2,816.17 

 
St. Francis Xavier Church       $3,649.17 

 
St. Francis Xavier Rectory       $1,398.45 
 

Total 
$7,863.79 

    

Please call the office to Please call the office to Please call the office to Please call the office to 
schedule schedule schedule schedule your your your your Mass Mass Mass Mass intentions.intentions.intentions.intentions.    

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Isaiah 62:1-5 
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

John 2:1-11 
 


